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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Tazria-Metzora 5777 

   “My Handiwork is Drowning”   

 We recently quoted the Gemara in Sanhedrin (39b) that 
states, that when the angels wanted to sing Shirah at Kriyas 
Yam Suf, Hashem silenced them. He exclaimed, “My 
handiwork is drowning in the sea and you want to sing 
Shirah?!” We explained this statement by saying that we 
should have mercy on the Egyptians, just as we find that we 
should have mercy on animals. This is as the Passuk in 
Tehilim (ch.145) states, “And His Mercy is on all of his 
Creations.” [See the incident involving Rebbi in Bava Metzia 
(85a) that teaches us that it is important for us to have a 
certain degree of mercy for animals.] This is why Hashem 
said that the angels should not sing Shirah regarding the death 
of the Egyptians.                   

However, it would seem that I was mistaken. The Yalkut 
(Shmuel Remez 121) states that if a person has mercy on those 
who are cruel, he will eventually be cruel to those who 
deserve mercy. The Egyptians were certainly cruel, and 
therefore clearly do not deserve any mercy! It therefore must 
be that Hashem told the angels not to sing for a different 
reason. The reason was due to Hashem’s inherent 
disappointment with His Handiwork, the Egyptians, as they 
did not fulfill the purpose for which they were created. When 
Hashem creates all people, he wants them to fulfill their 
positive mission in life. Since the Egyptians did not do so, 
Hashem was saddened and disappointed (so to speak) with 
their demise.             

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (46a) quotes Rebbi Meir as 
saying that Hashem is pained when people are pained. 
Similarly, Hashem is pained when evildoers are killed, as they 
have not fulfilled their purpose in life. Hashem wants people 
to succeed in life, as this is why He creates them. He wants 
them to increase Kvod Shamayim, and thereby merit Olam 
Haba. It is therefore sad for Him (so to speak) when they do 
not succeed in their mission.           

  In general, we can say that (often times) when a person is 
in pain, it is because he did not fully fulfill bringing Kvod 
Shamayim into the world, and therefore he must suffer. 

Hashem is similarly pained by this, as He would much rather 
reward the person for increasing Kvod Shamayim.  

Accordingly, this is the correct explanation of this Chazal, 
and not that Hashem has mercy on the cruel Egyptians. 

              Educating Children        
Let us speak about educating children. Children generally 

imitate their parent’s behaviors. This is true whether or not 
the parent speaks to them about why they are behaving in this 
manner. When a child sees his father learning Torah and 
going to Minyan, he will also do so. I remember when I was a 
young boy of five or six years old, I would come home from 
Davening on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and proceed 
to sing the Chazzanus that I had just heard in shul. This is 
how children act. 

Accordingly, there is a very good chance that if a father is 
a Yarei Shamayim, his son will imitate this behavior, and 
also become a Yarei Shamayim. If a father is careful not 
to speak Lashon Hara, his son will probably be careful not 
to speak Lashon Hara. If a father has good Middos, his 
son will probably have good Middos. If a father sees that 
his parents have good Shalom Bayis, his son will probably 
have good Shalom Bayis.             

We have said “probably” because it is also possible that 
a father will be a Tzaddik with good Middos, yet his son 
will not follow in his footsteps. This could be because the 
son began having some bad friends who influenced him 
negatively. If a person sees that his son is befriending a 
boy who has bad Middos, he must separate him from this 
friend, and watch to ensure that their friendship does not 
continue. I am aware of a certain Gadol in Chutz l’Aretz 
whose son once came home, and told him about a friend who 
was having inappropriate conversations with him. This Gadol 
pulled his son out of the school, and homeschooled him, as 
his house was a house of Torah and Yiras Shamayim.       

However, if the parents are at fault in the Chinuch of their 
son, they can receive a tremendous punishment for this, as 
stated in Iggeres Hagra.  
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How does one educate his children? Nowadays, there are 
all sorts of experts in education. Some of them are indeed 
very expert at educating children, some are lesser experts, and 
some are not expert at all (even though they claim to be). 

I know that in a certain righteous family, all of the children 
became tremendous Ovdei Hashem. People asked them 
afterwards, how did they manage to achieve this difficult feat? 
They did not really know how to answer the question, as they 
never attended Shiurim on Chinuch. The real answer is that 
the parents were very good people who modeled how to be 
true Ovdei Hashem to their children, and their children simply 
followed their example.     

Clearly, genetics is also a factor. Some people simply have 
a very calm and refined nature. However, Yiras Shamayim is 
not genetic. One can learn from his parents how to be a Yarei 
Shamayim, but they do not genetically inherit becoming a 
Yarei Shamayim.      

I have previously mentioned that a very prominent person 
who is in a job where there are all kinds of crooked 
opportunities, told me that he never takes advantage of these 
opportunities. This is because he merited learning in 
Ponevezh, and remembers the countenance of the Mashgiach 
R’ Yechezkel Levenstein zt”l. Whenever an opportunity 
comes before him that would compromise his Yiras 
Shamayim, he sees the image of R’ Yechezkel before him, 
filled with Yiras Shamayim, and this helps him refuse any 
illegal offers.           

I know a certain person who traveled to see a certain 
Tzaddik. When he arrived back home, he declared that this 
Tzaddik is now his Rav. People asked him what he saw that 
made him proclaim this Tzaddik as his Rav. He answered that 
he saw that there is a G-d in the world. This person was 
religious his entire life, and therefore this answer shocked the 
questioners. They asked him, didn’t you always know that 
there was a G-d? He replied, “I always knew, but I never 
saw!” When a person sees a great Tzaddik, he sees his holy 
countenance that shows his Middos and Yiras Shamayim. 
This, in a certain sense, proves that there is a G-d. This is one 
example of how a person can have such a great influence 
when he lives his life according to the Torah.        

This is the foundation of Chinuch. If parents are 
Tzaddikim, and there are no bad outside influences, the 
Chinuch should come out successful.  

        Suffering Removes Gehinnom   
The Gemara in Berachos (33b) states that everything is in 

the hands of Heaven, besides for Yiras Shamayim. Free 
choice, which hopefully results in our service of Hashem, 

is in our hands. However, everything that happens to a 
person, whether he succeeds or fails, whether he has 
difficulty or a peaceful life, whether he is rich or poor, etc. 
is all decreed by Hashem on Rosh Hashanah according to 
the merits of each person.      

The Rishonim on Meseches Rosh Hashanah (see Tosfos, 
Tosfos Ha’Rosh, and Ran on Daf 16) state that even though a 
person might have suffering decreed upon him on Rosh 
Hashanah, he is still considered to have been inscribed in the 
Book of Life. This is because his suffering will atone for his 
sins, enabling him to enter the world of eternal life, namely 
Olam Haba. If he would not have this suffering in this world, 
he would have to suffer in Gehinnom, whose fire is sixty 
times hotter than fire in this world (see Berachos 57b). The 
Rambam writes that all of the suffering of Iyov is not as bad 
as one moment of Gehinnom!        

Suffering in Gehinnom is suffering of the soul. It is far 
worse than suffering in this world, as the body eventually 
breaks down when it is suffering in this world. However, the 
soul can withstand tremendous pain, and it does not break 
down. The Gemara in Gitin (57a) mentions that Bilam, Titus, 
and others were still in Gehinnom after many years.                             

However, if a person was not as wicked as these infamous 
evildoers, and he had many good deeds, after he is purified in 
Gehinnom, he may be able to enter Gan Eden. This is as the 
Gemara in Chagigah (15b) relates happened to Elisha ben 
Avuyah, otherwise known as “Acher.” They could not allow 
him entrance to Gan Eden, as he had a very large amount of 
sins, but they likewise did not want to put him in the category 
of tremendous evildoers, as he had many great Mitzvos of 
learning Torah. He therefore was in a spiritual “no-man’s 
land,” otherwise known as Kaf Ha’Kela. This is a place where 
the soul does not have any rest, nor atonement. It is a type of 
spiritual suffering that did not have a clear end in sight for 
Acher.             

When Rebbi Meir, who had been a student of Acher even 
after he sinned, found out that his Rebbi was in Kaf Ha’Kela, 
he said, “When will I die, and smoke will come out of his 
grave?” In other words, he planned when he died to beseech 
the Heavenly Court to allow Acher into Gehinnom. This 
would result in his atonement for his sins, and hence being 
able to receive his reward in Gan Eden. This indeed 
happened. When Rebbi Meir died, smoke began to come out 
of Acher’s grave. This was a sign that Rebbi Meir was 
successful in getting his Rebbi into Gehinnom.                                        

Rebbi Yochanan heard about this, and remarked, “Is it a 
great thing to put your Rebbi in Gehinnom? When will I die, 
and smoke will stop coming out of his grave?” In other words, 
he intended to beseech the Heavenly Court to simply put him 
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in Gan Eden immediately, due to his merits of Torah study. 
This indeed happened. When Rebbi Yochanan died, smoke 
stopped coming out of Acher’s grave. This was a sign that 
Rebbi Yochanan was successful in getting Acher into Gan 
Eden. This is how Heaven works. There are those who judge, 
and those who plead for people to be taken out of Gehinnom 
and put in Gan Eden. There are also prosecuting angels and 
angels that defend.       

When people are generally righteous, but they do have 
some sins, they need to have these sins removed before 
they can enter Gan Eden. It is therefore a Chesed from 
Hashem that He will often punish people in this world in 
order to remove their sins, and allow them to enter Gan 
Eden without having to enter Gehinnom.    

As we noted above, whether or not a person will suffer 
during the year, is determined on Rosh Hashanah. There is a 
well known story that Rebbi Yehudah Shapirah zt”l appeared 
to Rebbi Chaim Greiniman in a dream, and told him how the 
suffering he endured during his lifetime helped him 
tremendously in his Heavenly judgment. When Rav Chaim 
Greiniman woke up, he asked for suffering. He indeed 
received it before he left this world. These people were 
obviously on a very high spiritual level.     

The Sharei Teshuvah (4:11) mentions another way to 
receive suffering, and that is learning Torah while tired. When 
a person sleeps little in order to learn Torah, or he persists on 
learning even when he feels tired, it is considered to be in 
place of suffering.  

   Influencing with Speech and Deeds      
Rebbi Yisrael Salanter writes in his Iggeres Ha’Mussar that 

a person should try very hard to be a person who influences 
others positively (i.e. causes them to perform Mitzvos). The 
Mishnah in Avos (5:18) states that if a person influences 
others positively, he does not end up sinning. The Gemara in 
Yoma (87a) explains, that it would not be appropriate for him 
to be sitting in Gehinnom, while his students are in Gan Eden. 
It is therefore a great merit for a person to influence others 
positively. Additionally, he receives merit for every Mitzvah 
that is done due to his positive influence. This is true even 
after he dies! If a student of his performs a Mitzvah after he 
dies, he receives more merits in Heaven, as if he performed a 
Mitzvah while he was alive!     

There are different ways to be a positive influence. The 
more common way is to give Shiurim, and/or write Sefarim, 
etc. However, one can influence others without even speaking 
to them directly! When people see a person who is always 
acting according to the Torah, they want to emulate him. This 
is as the Gemara in Yoma (86a) comments on the Passuk, 

“…and you should love Hashem your G-d,” that it does not 
merely mean that you should love Him, but also that you 
should cause His name to be loved with your exemplary way 
of life. If you learn Torah, deal honestly in business, and 
speak softly and nicely to people, others will notice this, and 
they will say how wonderful it is for you, your father, and 
your Rebbi who taught you Torah. They attribute this to 
Torah, and correctly so, as Torah learning influences a person 
to have good Middos.  

However, if a person learns Torah and has bad Middos, he 
besmirches the honor of the Torah. People say how bad this 
person is who learns Torah, and how dishonored are his father 
and Rebbi who taught him Torah.  

In truth, Torah can cause a person who has bad Middos to 
act worse. This is as implied by the Gemara in Shabbos (88b) 
that states, that to those who use it properly, it is the elixir of 
life, and to those who use it improperly, it is poison. The Gra 
indeed states in Even Shleimah (1:11) that if a person learns 
Torah through his good Middos, Torah will enhance his good 
Middos. However, if he learns with bad Middos, meaning that 
he is only learning in order to use what he learns, to rebel 
against his fellow Jews and Hashem, the Torah he learns will 
cause him to become even more of an evildoer than he was 
previously! He very possibly will become very haughty, and 
Hashem, hates those who are haughty.          

    How Can a Person be Haughty?!                  
It is important to understand the difference between 

haughtiness and humility. Moshe Rabeinu recognized that he 
was important, as he himself wrote in the Torah, that he was 
the most humble person who ever walked the face of the 
earth! He himself wrote in the Torah how he talked to 
Hashem directly, and that he was the most loyal “in Hashem’s 
house.” He certainly was not haughty! This is because he 
realized that all of his traits were given to him by Hashem.   

A person who thinks he is important because he has certain 
physical traits, for example if he is very strong, is in dire need 
of contemplation regarding the source of his power. Who 
allows him to be powerful? Did he create this power that he 
has? Hashem gives every person his source of power, as the 
Passuk states, “And you will say in your heart, “My strength 
and power did this…and you should remember that it is 
Hashem your G-d Who gives you the strength.” Therefore, 
every person must realize that he has no reason to be haughty 
if he is strong.        

Similarly, people who are haughty about their intellectual 
prowess often do not realize that they are haughty. They think 
that they are truly important, and that there is nothing wrong 
with them realizing this fact. After all, they are indeed very 
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smart and learned. Why shouldn’t they recognize that they are 
important?  

There is a fundamental mistake in this approach as well. 
Do they know that their great intellect will not cease one day? 
There are plenty of smart people who due to illness, or other 
similar issues, suddenly stopped being very smart. Many of 
them totally lose basic physical capabilities or limbs. It is only 
Hashem Who decides to grant the ability to allow a person be 
smart and intellectual, as well as physically healthy. Hashem 
decides to grant people the ability to see, hear, feel, and chew 
their food. It is also Hashem Who gives people free choice, 
and the ability to be humble. When a person understands this 
basic concept, he will begin to become humble. The Chovos 
Ha’Levavos (Shar Avodas Elokim ch.5) explains that due to 
all of the above, the soul tells the physical instinct of a person, 
“You owe yourself to Hashem.” A person receives so many 
gifts from Hashem, and therefore owes Hashem a debt he can 
never repay. How can he feel haughty about this?!       

There is a difference between knowing you were given 
traits as a gift from Hashem, and thinking that you are great, 
as you possess certain traits. Of course Moshe Rabeinu knew 
that he had many very positive traits. Besides being the most 
humble person who ever lived, he was also called a “servant 
of Hashem,” and he had the highest level of prophecy. 
However, he did not look at himself as special, as he realized 
that Hashem had given him all of these traits, and he was 
obligated to use them all to serve Hashem. This is as he said 
in Shemos (16:7), “And what are we?” He knew that he was 
not the reason he had these traits, but rather they were a gift 
from Hashem. If a person fulfills his many obligations, and 
uses his talents as intended, it is not a reason for him to 
become haughty. It is merely a reason that he should not be 
called negligent and/or a sinner!                

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Living With Emunah     

If a person lives with Emunah, he has a happy life. He 
knows that everything that Hashem does is for his good (see 
Berachos (60b). Accordingly, even if he suffers, he knows it 
is for his best, just like a patient is happy to take the bitter 
tasting medicine given by the doctor, as it will cure him.  

A person living with Emunah is not upset at anyone who 
bothers him, as he knows that he would have received this 
suffering in a different way, if not from this person. He knows 
everything depends on his relationship between him and 
Hashem. It is much more worthwhile for him to mend his 
relationship with Hashem, than to think about why this 
person has bad Middos! He must think what sin he did that 
is causing him to be punished Middah k’Neged Middah; as 
there is no suffering without sin (see Shabbos 55a). 

All forms of suffering help atone for sins, especially 
embarrassment and denigration. Rav Shach used to say that 
when a person has undergone suffering, it is as if he has a 
check for millions of dollars! Of course, they are difficult 
when they happen, but they are a tremendous form of 
atonement that removes the need for a person to go to 
Gehinnom for his sins. 

 Pesach is a time to strengthen our Emunah. There are so 
many things that Hashem did for Bnei Yisrael, such as the ten 
Makkos, Yetzias Mitzrayim, and Matan Torah, that a person 
can choose to contemplate any one of them (among other 
things) and raise the level of his Emunah.             

May we all merit Siyata Dishmaya to continue to have 
Simchah Shel Mitzvah!  

        

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                 

For donations or dedications of the Hebrew and English flyers, or to receive the sichos to your email, please 
contact: darkei.hachizuk@gmail.com 

The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  

 גיליון זה מוקדש לעילוי נשמת
  ע"ה הגר מחלה מלכה מרת

  ז"ל מרדכי זיסקינדהרב  בת
  תנצב"ה -נלב"ע ג' אייר תשס"ו 

Dedicated by R' David Hager  


