
HASHEM'S SETUP
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
To avoid getting depressed thinking about what-ifs, 
all we needs to do is internalize one concept: it’s all 
a setup. Hashem is orchestrating from behind the 
scenes. Nothing “just happens.” Each person is living 
his life exactly as Hashem planned. We don't decide 
who gets what, but we can rest assured that we are in 
the right place to fulfill our purpose in this world. 
Rabbi Yosef Palech of Kiryat Harim Levin gave a 
nightly Gemara shiur to a group in Tel Aviv. One 
night the weather was so bad that he was the only 
one to show up. He had never missed a single class, 
and didn't want to start now. Rabbi Palech went out 
to the street, but no one was there. He said, “Please 
Hashem, help me find someone to teach!”
Across the street was a house with a mezuzah. He 
knocked on the door. A clearly secular man opened 
it, exposing a smelly interior. Nevertheless, the rabbi 
politely asked, “I was wondering if you would be 
interested in learning Torah with me tonight.”
The man shouted, "Who brought you here?” After 
surviving the Holocaust, he had wanted nothing to do 
with Judaism. His life had been full of misery. He had 
nothing. He pointed to the ceiling, where a noose was 
dangling. "Tonight I was ready to end it. I cried out, 
'G-d, if You  are there and You really want me, show 
me that You need me and I will come back to You!’ 
Since the day I moved into this house, no one has 
ever knocked on my door. Just now, as I finished my 
prayer, you came. Yes, I will learn with you, Rabbi."
Hashem loves us. He is always with us. Life can be 
hard, but if we realize that everything is planned by 
Him for our benefit, we would be much happier.  

COMING CLOSE
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Korban. No word in Western language adequately conveys the concept of 
the Hebrew word. A common translation is “offering,” or “sacrifice,” with 
a connotation of destruction and loss—a connotation that is foreign, and 
antithetical to the Hebrew concept of a korban.

Even the meaning in the sense of “offering” without “sacrifice” does not 
correspond to korban in its full sense. The idea of an offering implies a prior 
request on the part of the recipient; the purpose of the offering is to satisfy 
his needs. There is no distinction between an offering and a gift.

The concept of a korban, however, is far removed from this. It is never to 
be understood as a gift. The word is found solely in the context of man’s 
relationship with Hashem, and can only be understood on the basis of the 
meaning of the root word, karav. The meaning of karav, in its literal sense, is 
to draw close. The purpose and the result of hakrava is positive, the forming 

We rarely think about this great gift that Hashem has given us: 
the ability to move our limbs. Forty muscles work together to 
produce a smile. When we want to raise a hand, signals from the 
brain cause shoulder muscles to contract and lift it. Without 
this ability, we would literally be assurim, tied up. The spine is 
a wondrous machine made of 33 separate bones, spaced with 
cartilage pads for maximum flexibility. All too often, we take 
this for granted. Of all mammals, only man walks upright. Even 
apes, which can stand straight, walk on all fours. The dignity of a 
human being is that we can stand in the presence of Hashem. 
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of a relationship with someone. The opposite—
destruction and loss—should not be ascribed 
to it.

From this definition, it follows that a korban 
serves to meet the needs of the makriv, not the 
One to Whom the korban is brought. The will of 
the makriv is that something of his should come 
to a closer relationship with Hashem. This is 
the very essence of a korban: it is designed to 
bring about hakrava. Kirvas Elokim, seeking 
Hashem’s nearness, is, for a Jew, the sole good 
(Tehillim 73:28).

In the Sanctuary, man understands that 
closeness to Hashem is the sole criterion for 
shaping his outlook on life and evaluating 
his happiness: Ad avo el mikdashei Kel, avina 
l’acharisam (ibid. 73:17). There, he sees clearly 
that his spiritual and material happiness 
flourishes only through closeness to Hashem 
and His Law, his ultimate calling. There, he 
learns that the only way to attain kirvas Elokim 
is through total dedication to the illuminating, 
life-giving fire of the Torah.

There, life’s riddles are solved. There, one’s 
happiness is determined by the measure of his 
closeness to Hashem. There, body and spirit 
yearn for Hashem and to know Him (73:26). 
There, distance from Hashem brings ruin 
(73:27). There, good is found only in closeness 
to Hashem; kirvas Elokim li tov. Hence, 
“happiness” loses its appeal if found far from 
Hashem; near Him, suffering is sweetened and 
even transformed into good.

The essence of an offering is not killing, but 
rebirth and renewal of existence. Spiritual and 
moral awakening, entering into a life more 
noble and pure, renewing strength for life from 
the never-failing source of Hashem’s love—that 
is the Jewish concept of an offering. 

DIRECT CONNECTION
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

A major part of Chumash, and over one-sixth of Shas, concerns the mitzvos 
of korbanos. They are an expression of our gratitude to the Creator and can 
bring us atonement when we need it. Adam brought a sacrifice on the first Erev 
Shabbos to give thanks for having been created, and when Noach left the ark, he 
brought korbanos to give thanks for having been saved from the mabul.

However, we see that the function of korbanos is much deeper than showing 
gratitude or atonement. After all, Chazal tell us in Pirkei Avos that avodah, 
korbanos, is one of the three pillars on which Creation stands. Of course, had 
there been no Creation, there would have been no need for anyone to express 
gratitude or atone for a sin. But as we have written here before, the purpose 
of Creation was to bestow kindness on Hashem's created ones. This kindness 
is earned when we cling to Him, and come ever closer and closer through the 
performance of mitzvos.

Every mitzvah has its own special qualities and functions. When a person brings 
a korban, he feels as if he is presenting something directly to Hashem. When 
performing other mitzvos, we are doing things commanded by Hashem, but we 
never present anything to Him except when we bring a korban. The feeling of 
closeness that korbanos engenders is the ultimate goal of all the mitzvos. 

 After the Mishkan Shilo was destroyed, it was permissible for a private 
individual to bring a korban in his own backyard, with no need for a kohen. As 
soon as the Bais Hamikdash was built, however, it became forever forbidden 
to sacrifice a korban anywhere else. But for most of the first Bais Hamikdash 
era, the people could not be weaned off the practice. The awesome feeling 
of connecting with Hashem was irresistible. Even the great and righteous 
king Uziyahu could not resist the temptation, and was severely punished for 
attempting to offer ketores privately.

It has been almost 2,000 years since we were able to bring a sacrifice. 
Nevertheless, we plead with Hashem three times a day to restore the avodah to 
the Bais Hamikdash. Chazal tell us that the next best thing to bringing a korban 
is tefillah. In tefillah, if we invest the effort to make it happen, we can feel the 
bond with Hashem Yisbarach.

This is our main task in life: to bring Hashem into our daily lives, and have 
constant awareness of Him and all that He does for us. Perhaps if we do, we will 
soon merit to fulfill the mitzvah of aliyah l’regel, to actually go up to the Bais 
Hamikdash and offer our korbanos there.  

WALKING ON EGGSHELLS

How do birds survive the egg?

All birds lay eggs, but the thickness of the shell varies between species. If the shell were too thick, 
the chick would not be able to peck its way out. On the other hand, if it were too thin, it would 
crack under the pressure of being laid. Therefore, every single species of bird produces eggs that 
are tailor-made to be just the right thickness for that kind of bird: not too thick and not too thin. 
Most species of birds, since their beaks are not sharp enough to break through the shell, have a 
temporary hook called an egg tooth on their beak. With this hook, the chick makes the first hole in 
the shell, and is then able to peck its way out. Then the egg tooth falls off. Quite a tool!  
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