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 ויראפרשת 

 

ָליוֵַּוי ֵּ ֹחםֵַּהיֹוםֵּ'הָראֵּא  לֵּכְּ ַתחֵָּהֹאהֶּ בֵּפֶּ הּואֵֹּיש  אֵּוְּ ר  ֹלנ יֵַּממְּ א    בְּ
“Now Hashem appeared to him in the plains of Mamre and he was 

sitting at the entrance of the tent when the day was hot” (18:1) 

Rashi cites the Gemara in Bava Metzia 86b which says: “Hashem 

removed the sun from its sheath [making it extremely hot] so as not to 

bother Avraham with guests [since he was recuperating from his bris milah].  

Because He saw how bothered he was that no guests were coming, He 

brought angels to him in the guise of men.” 

Hashem brought guests to Avraham because when a person really 

wants to do a mitzvah, Hashem enable s him to do it.  When we cultivate the 

desire and yearning to do mitzvos within ourselves, Hashem will provide us 

with the opportunities to do so.   to really do it and Hashem will give us the 

opportunity.  This is naturally so for all of us and it is not unique to Avraham 

Avinu. 

It is also worth noting that Avraham was sitting outside of his tent to 

look for guests.  He was not content to wait for guests to come across his 

path.  He went out to look for them.  Similarly, we should not just wait for 

the opportunity to do mitzvos.  We must be proactive and approach people 

in order to do mitzvos.  One example of this kind of outlook is the custom in 

the Chassidic community of Skver that when one builds a new home, it must 

always include a guest room.  This practice ensures that the owner is always 

ready to invite a guest to his home. 

 

ץ ִהָשֲענּוֵַּתַחתֵָּהע  םֵּוְּ יכֶּ ל  ַרֲחצּוֵַּרגְּ ַעטֵַּמִיםֵּוְּ   יַֻקחֵָּנאֵּמְּ
“Please let a little water be taken, and bathe your feet, and recline under 

the tree” (18:4) 

 Avraham teaches us not just how to yearn for chesed and understand 

the value of chesed, but also how to successfully execute the chesed.  In 

order to do chesed in the right way, one must know how to package it.  

Avraham packaged his chesed in a way that amazed his guests by exceeding 
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their expectations.  He promised very little – a little water and some bread – 

and came back with a lot – tongues, butter and milk.  In this way, not only 

did he perform a chesed, but he ensured that his guests would walk away 

feeling satisfied.   

There are many people who need help in different ways – financial, 

emotional and otherwise – but in order to help them properly, one has to 

carefully consider how to provide the help in a way that will be appreciated.  

Every case is different and the packaging of each chesed should be thought 

through before it is done to ensure its effectiveness. 
 

רּוֵּ םֵַּוֹיאמְּ כֶּ דְּ םֵַּעלֵַּעבְּ תֶּ ןֲֵּעַברְּ כֶּםֵַּאַחרֵַּתֲעֹברּוִֵּכיֵַּעלֵּכ  ַסֲעדּוִֵּלבְּ םֵּוְּ חֶּ ָחהֵַּפתֵּלֶּ קְּ אֶּ וְּ
תֵָּ רִֵּדַברְּ הֵַּכֲאשֶּ ןֵַּתֲעשֶּ   כ 

“And I will take a morsel of bread, and sustain your hearts; after you 

shall pass on, because you have passed by your servant. And they said: 

So shall you do, as you have spoken” (18:5)  

Avraham referred to himself as a servant.  He felt that his purpose in 

life was to serve others – to give, to help and to guide people both physically 

and spiritually.  When one adopts such an attitude, then nothing is too hard 

for him to do on behalf of another.  Avraham was constantly running and 

moving throughout this story because he was excited to be doing what he 

viewed as his main job in life.  

Not only is this the right attitude for the giver, but it also helps the 

recipient be more open to accepting the chesed being done.  When a 

recipient see the excitement of the giver, then he or she does not feel like a 

burden or intrusive.   

In general, a proper attitude leads to great actions.  When a person 

develops the right attitude toward chesed, then his chesed will be more 

authentic, the recipient will appreciate it more, and everyone will walk away 

happy and content. 
 

אמ ְ לַויֹּ הֶּ רְִהֵנהְָבאֹּ ָךְַויֹּאמֶּ תֶּ  רּוְֵאָליוְַאֵיהְָשָרהְִאש 
 “And they said to him: Where is Sarah your wife? And he said: Behold, 

in the tent” (18:9)  

Rashi quotes the following point from Bava Metzia 87a: “The angels 

knew where Sarah Imeinu was.  But [they asked Avraham where she was] in 
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order to point out that she was modest.  This would make her beloved in the 

eyes of her husband.” 

This concept is cited by the Aruch HaShulchan (Even HaEzer 65:1-2) 

as the reason why there is a mitzvah to dance at a wedding: “It is a great 

mitzvah to gladden a groom and bride, to dance before her and to say that 

she is beautiful and graceful…  When a bridal procession and funeral 

procession conflict, we move the funeral aside for the bride.  This entire 

mitzvah is so that she will become beloved in the eyes of her husband.” 

We see that Torah places great value in increasing the love that one 

spouse has for another and making them look good to one another.  

Certainly, one must be careful not to speak ill of someone in front of his or 

her spouse and drive a wedge between them.  We must be sensitive and be 

mindful to only say positive things about someone’s spouse in his or her 

presence. 
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