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The Hafets Hayim writes: Many people don’t understand the ways of Hashem and come to
the wrong conclusions that He is not perfect, When they see children and sadikim .חס ושלום
suffering or lack of money, they ask, “Is this justice?”. Moreso, when they see that the wicked
are successful, wealthy, healthy and enjoying life, reconciling all of this creates a dilemma and
to resolve this they develop a subjective approach to Torah which is completely distorted.
Even Moshe Rabbenu asked Hashem to show him His ways, how He rewards and punishes
people in this world. Hashem replied; “It is impossible for anyone to understand My ways
completely, I see more than anyone sees and understand every act and its repercussions. All
of the neshamot (souls) from the begining of time until the end of time are judged
accordingly and exactly. Understand that My ways are merciful and just. In the future
everything will be revealed and all will claim He and all His ways are righteous) צדיק וישר הוא
and just)”.
The sefer Lekach Tob brings an interesting Mashal (parable) to understand this: A wealthy
man’s only son became very ill and was bed ridden. He summoned the best doctors to try and
cure him, but their efforts were fruitless. The father searched for doctors in different
countries and was able to bring a specialist who was able to find a cure for his son‘s illness.
The doctor warned the father to take special care of his son since he was frail and could not
eat certain foods, otherwise he would have a relapse and his illness would be more difficult
to cure. This being the case, the father took special care of his son personally. One day he had
to travel abroad and placed a family member in charge of his son, with a warning of the
danger involved if he eats the wrong foods. One day the boy smelled foods being cooked in
the kitchen and without anyone seeing him, he took the food to his delight and became
seriously ill. When the father returned from his trip, he found his son gasping for breath on
the verge of collapsing. Immediately he summoned the specialist. When he saw the child and
the condition he was in, he felt that it was not worth the effort to try and save this child if the
parents were so careless. The father pleaded with the doctor and promised that he would do
everything in his power to make sure that this does not reoccur. After (Continued on page 2)
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days of medications and treatments the child regained his health.
Again the doctor warned the father, if this reoccurs there probably

won’t be any chance in saving him. As time went on the boy regained his health and all was
well. One day the family had an occasion and invited many guests and family members. They
arranged a beautiful banquet in a spacious hall. All the tables were set and the wide variety of
food were all set in a buffet style and waiters were serving. While the parents were greeting
all of the guests the child wandered over to the buffet table and began filling his plate with
food. When the father saw this happening, he ran swiftly across the hall and pulled away all
the food from the child and began to scold him in front of all the guests. Everyone looked on
in surprise, “What a terrible father this is, not letting his son partake in the food. He must be
a stingy miser!”. No one understood the gravity of the issue, if the father did not act swiftly
and scold him, the child could have lost his life. Who understood this? No one. This is exactly
what people think when they see a tragedy or suffering. Only Hashem knows what is good for
a particular person and what will cure him of losing his Olam Haba. Even with reshaim (the
wicked), there is much deeper reasons of why they are receiving such good and we must
believe that it is all for a good reason. Hashem our rock is steadfast and perfect, sadik and
exact in all His ways. הַּצּור ּתָמִים ּפָעֳלֹו ּכִי כָל־ּדְרָכָיו מִׁשְּפָט אֵל אֱמּונָה וְאֵין עָוֶל        
צַּדִיק וְיָׁשָר הּוא:                            

Shabbat Shalom                             HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
Rov Sholom Schwadron zt”l recounts a story he heard directly from The
Brisker Rov Zt”l about his great-great grandfather, the Netziv, Rav
Naftoli Tzvi Yehuda Berlin zt”l, Rosh Yeshiva of the Volozhiner Yeshiva.
It is well known that The Netziv always sought an that had been אתרוג
grown in Eretz Yisroel. Each and every year he was able to procure an
that was mehudar in all aspects. His family members would אתרוג
always make it a point to use and bentch on his on the first day of אתרוג
sukkos. In those days, it was not a simple  feat to acquire a near flawless
One year, it happened to be .אתרוג The Netziv noticed ,מוצאי שביעית
that one of his regular’s that always came to use his on the first אתרוג
day had not come. Where was his grandson, Rav Chaim Brisker? The

Netziv suspected that due to the many halachic issues that could arise from using an esrog מוצאי
Rav Chaim was hesitant to make a brocho on his , שביעית The next morning, the Netziv .אתרוג
approached his grandson and said “You can rest assured, there is no problem making a brocho on
my this year, it is just as kosher as it has been the previous years”. Out of reverence for his  אתרוג
holy grandfather, Rav Chaim remained quiet, and still, refused to use the .  אתרוג

That night, Rav Chaim was awoken by the attendants of the Netziv and told that the Rosh Yeshiva
would like to speak with him urgently. As this was not the norm, Rav Chaim was worried that
perhaps the zaideh had a medical emergency of some sort. In the middle of the night he gathered
his children as well to rush to visit their grandfather.
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MOUTHBROODERS
While many underwater creatures have strategies to protect
themselves from harm, such as camouflage, not all have methods
for protecting their young, too. Mouthbrooders, however, are
well-known for their ability to care for and protect their offspring,
largely due to a very unusual technique.
Mouthbrooders protect their young by using their mouths as shelter.
Numerous breeds of fish are considered to be mouthbrooders; some are paternal
mouthbrooders (meaning that the male offers shelter) and others are maternal
mouthbrooders. Species of fish defined as mouthbrooders include cichlids, sea catfish,
cardinalfish, Bagrid catfish, pikeheads, jawfishes, gouramis and arowanas.

For mouthbrooders, parental care starts when the eggs are fertilized, and some even extend
their offer of shelter after the eggs have hatched. African cichlids, which are maternal
mouthbrooders, are an example of fish that continue to protect their young even after the eggs
have hatched. Female African cichlids hold eggs in their mouths for 21 to 36 days.

During this time, the female does not eat, leaving no opportunity for an egg to escape. It isn’t
until the eggs have hatched that she releases her fry. Once released, the cichlid uses distinct
behavioral cues when danger is present to let her young know it is time to swim back and seek
protection.

African cichlids are commonly studied mouthbrooders because of their unfortunate
relationship with a brood parasite, the catfish. Cuckoo catfish attack cichlids to gain access to
and eat the mouthbrooder’s eggs, and then they leave behind fertilized eggs of their own.
Thinking they are hers, the cichlid will then put the catfish eggs into her mouth, not realizing
that she is actually putting her young in danger. Catfish’s eggs hatch earlier than a cichlid’s eggs,
and will proceed to eat all of the unhatched eggs before they can be released. After release, the
cichlid does not realize that the catfish are in fact a different species and treats them as her own!

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont…
They breathed a sigh of relief as they arrived and saw the Netziv
learning in the sukkah, all had appeared normal. “Zaidy, is

everything in order?” “Yes. B”H everything is fine, I just wanted to put your mind at ease that you
can rest assured and make a brocho on my this year just like any other year”. Rav Chaim אתרוג
looked around and saw piles of sforim opened, clearly the Netziv had spent hours researching this
sugya. The grandchildren who were awoken were now sent home while Rav Chaim would discuss
this halachic matter, Rav Chaim requested to be given a moment to say Birkas Hatorah. The Netziv
then put his hands on his forehead and declared “Oy Vey Iz zu mir- that I lived to see my own
grandson awake at 3:00 a.m. and he still has not said Birkas Hatorah”.

The Brisker Rov always adds on that his father was especially known for his hasmodah, it wouldn’t
be surprising if he had just gotten to sleep a few moments before he was summoned.
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הלכות למעשה
Weekly Halachot

The Laws of Amira L’Nochri (Week 9)
Amira Le’nochri with Regards to an Issur D’rabbanan

אמירה לנכרי באיסורי דרבנן
Any melacha that is forbidden for one to do on Shabbat
according to rabbinic law is also forbidden for one to tell a
non-Jew to do on Shabbat. In certain instances however,
they allowed one to tell a non-Jew to perform a melacha
that is prohibited by rabbinic law (דרבנן).
שבות דשבות / [sh'boot desh'boot]
The prohibition of Amira le’nochri is a rabbinic prohibition, which is
classified as a sh'boot [ ] and when one tells a non-Jew to do an
act on Shabbat that is prohibited by rabbinic law [ ] the result is
the transgression of a double sh'boot which is not as stringent.
Therefore the hachamim permitted one to directly tell a non-Jew on
Shabbat to perform an act that is prohibited by rabbinic law [ ],
for one of the following reasons:
● One who is in pain or has a slight המצטער וחולה במקצת
illness.
● הפסד מרובה to prevent a substantial loss.
● .to enable one to perform a misvah מצוה
● .to maintain human dignity כבוד הבריות

[Although sh'boot desh'boot is permitted with one of these
circumstances however one should try when possible to take care of
such needs prior to Shabbat and not rely that it can be done on
Shabbat through a sh'boot desh'boot.]

Amira Le'nochri to Enable the Performance of a Misvah
It is permitted to tell a non-Jew on Shabbat to do a sh'boot
(an act that is forbidden only according to rabbinic law) in
order to enable one to perform a misvah. [However this is
only for a stringent misvah [מצוה גמורה] such as wine for
Kiddush.]

1. It is a misvah to have three special meals on Shabbat.
Therefore [if necessary] it is permitted for one to directly
tell a non-Jew to do a sh'boot to arrange all the main items
that are essential for the Shabbat meal.
Examples:
 A) If one did not have wine for Kiddush, it is permitted to
instruct ones maid to obtain wine from a neighbor even if
it will require her to carry through an area that does not
have an erub.
 B) If one did not have enough bread for one of the Shabbat
meals, it is permitted to instruct a non-Jew to carry a loaf
of bread from a neighbor’s house even if there is no erub.
C) If one forgot to leave the Shabbat food on a warmer
prior to Shabbat it is permissible to tell a non-Jewish maid
to reheat previously cooked foods that are essential for
the Shabbat meal (e.g. fish, chicken or a roast). However
the permissible method of doing so depends on whether
the food is dry or is liquidly;
● If the food is dry then it's permitted to tell her to reheat
it on a stove (even without a blech) or in an oven that was
on prior to Shabbat. However if the oven was not on prior
to Shabbat it is forbidden to have her turn on the stove or

the oven since doing so would be a melacha from the
Torah (מבעיר) which is not permitted even for the sake of
a misvah.
● If the food has broth such as humed (a soupy dish that
contains meatballs and vegetables) or cholent [חמין] (a
soupy dish that contains meat, potatoes and beans) one
may tell his maid to reheat it by placing it on a blech (a
metal plate that covers the stove) or on an electric hot
plate that was on prior to Shabbat however it is forbidden
to have her place it directly on a stove (without a blech) or
in an oven.

2. For the misvah of one may tell a (guests) הכנסת אורחים
non-Jew to do a sh'boot (an act that is forbidden only
according to rabbinic law). Therefore if one did not have
enough beds or blankets for his guests, he may tell his maid
to carry them from a neighbor’s house even if there is no
erub. [The classification of a guest is one who is eating and
sleeping at the home of his host]

3. For the misvah of ברית מילה  (circumcision) one may tell
a non-Jew to do a sh'boot (an act that is forbidden only
according to rabbinic law). Therefore if a model forgot his
special knife at home it is permitted to tell a non-Jew to
carry it to the house that the baby is in. However one
should not tell a non-Jew to carry the baby to shul to
perform the brit milah since the milah can be done at home.

4. For the misvah of the purification of niddah) טבילת מצוה
by immersing in a mikveh) one may tell a non-Jew to do a
sh'boot (an act that is forbidden only according to rabbinic
law). Therefore a woman who had prepared herself prior
to Shabbat to immerse in a mikveh on Shabbat but forgot
to cut her nails it is permissible for her to tell a non-Jewish
woman to cut them for her preferably in an indirect
manner. [However if such a situation occurs in practice the
custom is to only clean the nails]

5. For the misvah of praying with a minyan according to
some poskim one may tell a non-Jew to do a sh'boot (an
act that is forbidden only according to rabbinic law) to
enable one to pray with a minyan. However some say that
though it is a great misvah to pray with a minyan and
answer Kadish, nevertheless one may not tell a non-Jew to
do a sh'boot for the sake of praying with a minyan unless
he is needed to complete a minyan or he must say Kadish
for a parent. Therefore if one cannot walk from his house
to shul, for the sake of completing a minyan he may tell a
non-Jew to wheel him in a wheelchair to shul. Similarly if
he’s the or the (cantor) חזן the reader of the)  בעל קורא
torah) and there’s no one else who can take his place he
may tell a non-Jew to wheel him to shul.

Rabbi Michael Levy


