
 בס"ד
 

Tazria 5777- Justice of Miscarriage 
 

 In this week's parsha we learn the commandments relevant to a Yoledes- a woman 

who gives birth. The passuk, when introducing us to such a lady, says "Isha ki sazria 

veyalda..." - "A woman who conceives and gives birth... (Vayikra, 12:2) " Rashi citing 

Chazal is perturbed by the unnecessary words "who conceives" (for if she has given birth 

she obviously has conceived). He tells us that these words are teaching us that the laws of 

the Yoledes also apply to a woman who conceived and then unfortunately miscarries (after 

40 days of pregnancy) and the contents of her womb are expelled from her body as a fluid. 

This woman, too, is classified as a Yoledes, and must follow the same guidelines as one 

who gives birth to a live & fully-formed fetus. At first glance this seems difficult to 

understand. Why would the Torah categorize this lady as a Yoledes? Is her situation 

considered an act of giving birth? (See Sifsai Chachamim who explains that the scenario 

cited by Rashi is where there was some type of formed fetus that then disintegrated into 

fluid form. But even that situation should not be enough to classify her as a Yoledes.)  
 Perhaps, if we analyze the wording of Rashi we can understand the reason for the 

Torah's inclusion of such a woman into the category of a Yoledes. Says Rashi, the Torah is 

teaching us that a miscarriage is included in the category of a birth and "Imo temaya 

laydah" - "Its mother is impure through having given birth". Rashi could have just said 

Temaya laydah - she is impure, after all, the subject of the whole Rashi is the woman. Why 

does he say the seemingly unnecessary "Imo"? Perhaps to explain that the reason why the 

Torah classifies her as a Yoledes is not because she gave birth; she didn't. Rather it is 

because this woman's maternal insticts had already kicked in. She's an Ima, a mama, a 

mother. Yes, things did not work out the way this Ima planned, she will never get to hold 

her child, never have to get up at night and feed it, never get to stick a boo-boo bandage on 

its knee. But the Torah wants her to know that her short-lived Ima-like instincts were valued 

& recognized by Hashem, they were real, they were official, and they were legit.  And that 

recognition is found in the form of Hashem telling this woman to follow the same 

procedure of purification as any other woman whose maternal instincts were awakened. 
 Chazal (Niddah 30b) tell us that a woman who miscarries before forty days of 

pregnancy does not have the status of a Yoledes. This is because a fetus takes forty days to 

be formed.  I saw in a weekly Torah pamphlet (Veyadata Hayom 5776) that that is why the 

Hebrew for a fetus is ְוַלד, for the numerical value of this word is forty. He also points out 

that the numerical value for ֵאם the Hebrew word for a mother is 41. Because that is when 

the maternal instincts kick in, on day 41. Yes, day 41 is when she becomes an official 

Yiddishe Mama. And regardless of whatever transpires afterwards, nothing can ever take 

that away. 
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