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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS LECH LECHA תשעח 

 COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS REFLECT ONE’S RELATIONSHIPS 

  and Hashem said to Avram leave your land your birthplace and ויאמר ה' אל אברם לך לך

your family to the land that I will show you. The word that the Torah uses for this 

revelation of Hashem to Avram is ויאמר. It is therefore puzzling to see a few pesukim 

further that the Torah writes  'וילך אברם כאשר דבר אליו ה that Avram went as Hashem 

told him using  דיבור  as the form of communication? Another question in this phrase is 

why is it at all necessary? Would it not have been sufficient to state וילך אברם and he 

went? We already know that Hashem told him to go, so if he went it probably was 

because Hashem? 

A few pessukim later the Torah says ויצאו ללכת ארצה כנען ויבואו ארצה כנען they went out 

to travel to Eretz Yisrael and they arrived in Eretz Yisrael. Would it not have sufficed to 

say and they arrived in Eretz Yisrael which would imply they left to go to Eretz Yisrael? 

The Seforno answers the latter question that the passuk is coming to emphasize a 

contrast between Avram and his father in an identical scenario. At the end of Parshas 

Noach it says that Terach took his entire family and set out to go to Eretz Canaan. He 

arrived in Charan and settled there and died. Says the Seforno, unlike Terach, Avram set 

out with the same goal in mind to reach Eretz Canaan, but actually brought his plans to 

fruition. This contrast between father and son is what the passuk emphasizes by stating 

Avram “departed” to Canaan and he “arrived” at his destination. 

Many of us are inspired but we fail to keep the inspiration going until we reach our 

goals. Somehow we get distracted on the way and we lose steam and enthusiasm. We 

just finished the month of Tishrei which is the month called ירח האיתנים the month of 

the strong. One interpretation is that the month of Tishrei is strong in mitzvos: Shofar, 

Aseres Yemai Teshuvah, the five afflictions of Yom Kippur, Succos, the four species, 

Hoshanos, Simchas Torah. Another suggested explanation is that the description of 

strong refers to the “Yidden” who experienced these days of mitzvah performance. We 

have become empowered and inspired to make a new beginning and start the year with 

a clean slate.  הכובש את יצרו "גבור"איזהו  We have become איתנים strengthened to fight 

and conquer our yetzer haras that have ruled over us in the past year etc. Now that the 

next month of Mar Cheshvon has begun, it is time for us to take a self rating and 

inventory by measuring  if we still feel that same strength or we have already become 

distracted with other priorities of life and our enthusiasm and convictions have waned.  
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How then do we preserve this new dedication earned during the month of Tishrei? By 

answering our first question we will discover the solution to this problem. Let us explain 

the difference between a communication in the form of  אמירה and one that comes in 

the form of דיבור. The communication in the form of  אמירה is a cushioned talk, soft, 

and not so tough as the passuk says  כה תאמר לבית יעקב that to the women of Yisrael 

one must speak gently. In contrast to this is the communication of  דיבור which is 

demanding and sometimes harsh for it carries with it an expectation of a response of 

behavior or turnaround by the listener.  

That is the difference why we find the term עשרה מאמרות the Ten Sayings by which the 

world was created in contrast to the תעשרת הדברו  the Ten Commandments. 

Concerning the creation of this world that possesses such a miraculous nature, Hashem 

did not necessarily leave His signature on out in the open where everyone can see. True, 

a trained eye which is sensitive to spirituality will have no problem to find it. However, 

everyone else will have to search for it but they too can eventually find Hashem’s 

marking. For these Ten Sayings are not demanding by screaming out to grab your 

attention and that is way they are called specifically “maamaros”. In contrast, Matan 

Torah when Am Yisrael witnessed the revelation of Hashem in his full glory  אתה הראת

 the ten communications from Hashem to Am Yisrael were not לדעת כי ה' הוא האלקים

merely “mamaros” but rather “dibros” וידבר אלקים. They demanded from Klal Yisrael a 

reaction of strict discipline, of self control and self change (Rashi. Vayikrah 10,19).  Torah 

is not a “breeze” of seven fundamental basic mitzvos as was given to the Nations of the 

World. It demands a strict set of 613 rules and regulations, an entire Shulchan Aruch 

and more, which envelopes a person from the moment he awakes in the morning until 

the moment he closes his eyes at night.  

If one wants to hear an even deeper understanding of dibros versus maamaros, listen to 

what the Sfas Emes writes. There is also a grammatical difference in the usage of mamar 

and dibbur. With the communication of amirah, one can only use the term  אל  following 

the verb of communication to the recipient ויאמר ה' "אל" אברם. It is grammatically 

incorrect to say  הוא אמר עם he said with. In contrast to the communication of dibbur 

one can use both terms  עם"בר יהוא ד, "אל"הוא דבר" . The word אל means “to or 

towards” another person conveying a distance between the speaker and the listener. 

The word עם means “with” conveying closeness and intimacy.  

The distinction between the two usages of communication has now become even 

clearer. If one has a casual relationship or a non existent one with another person, then 

his tool of communication is on the level of amirah. He cannot demand or expect a 

change in behavior from the person he is talking to because the listener lacks a bond 



3 
 

with him. Not so with someone who is close to you like a child or spouse. With an עם 

relationship one can speak in a tough tone and expect a turnaround if that is the 

objective.  

The rest of the world relates to Hashem with Asarah Maamaros. Hashem waits a long 

time until the cup of sins spills over the top and only then He brings upon them 

punishment. Not so with our relationship with Hashem which is intimate as we are 

called בני בכרי ישראל. In such a relationship, Hashem has great expectations from his 

children as hinted in the gematria of בכר, "." Here we find that the gematria of the word 

בכר  is the same as  דיבור 222.  To enable a deep and intimate relationship to bond, one 

must be willing to sacrifice for the other partner in the relationship. 

Now let us take a fresh look at our pessukim in the parsha. Hashem, in Avram’s first test, 

used a communication of amirah not of such a demanding nature. After all it is not easy 

just to pick up your family and possessions and move from your homeland and parents 

on the drop of a dime. It is even more challenging not being told to where your future 

destination is. So Hashem thought to cushion the test by adding on incredible perks, 

such as fathering a child after 100 years of being childless, of amassing a great wealth, 

and acquiring a good name to attract newcomers into the fold. However, Avram did not 

desire a cushioned and comfortable relationship with Hashem but one that was 

demanded from him self sacrifice in order for the relationship to attain the level and 

depth of intimacy. The passuk testifies to this by stating 'וילך אברם כאשר דבר אליו ה He 

went as if he had a communicative of dibbur, of demand and expectation. Avram 

removed the perks from his heart and mind and went without any self interests and 

gain. He uprooted himself and his family only with the intention 'כאשר דבר אליו ה 

because Hashem commanded it from me and I am ready to sacrifice for Him irrelevant 

of the promised perks.    

Also included in the Torah’s description of his going is the fact that Avram responded 

that I don’t need perks from Hashem to demonstrate that He is kind and compassionate 

to compensate me for my losses on account of uprooting myself. Even the plain 

“dibbur” of Hashem is full of compassion and love for me 'וילך אברם כאשר דיבר אליו ה. 

(the name 'יהו signifies compassion). I believe that everything that Hashem asks and 

demands from me no matter how great the challenge is in my best self interests. 

As in every relationship such as spouses, parents, and friends, the bottom line in Torah 

and Mitzvos is not about “Brownie Points” alone. It rather concerns how deep of a 

relationship do you want to have with Hashem on this world and in the next. One’s 

relationship with Hashem can be built upon “maamar” communication or “dibbur” 

communication. One returns minimum rewards and the other maximum. Avram, from 
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the onset of his first major challenge from Hashem set in the DNA of the future Jewish 

Nation that his and his offspring’s relationship with Hashem will be on the level of 

dibbur. That is why he earned the title (Yeshaya 41,8) אברהם אוהבי.  

If we want that our inspirations should not weaken and fizz out, we must base our 

relationship with Hashem on a dibbur communication seeking intimacy and not settling 

for less. The secret to fulfill ויצא ויבא to bring potential to actualization is to follow in the 

steps of Avraham Avinu. Avraham himself was called the title of איתן (Tehillim 89,1). The 

word איתן can be split into two words אית and ן. The first part אית means there is. The 

second part of the word is the added  ן  which denotes continuity as we find in the word 

 The “strength” of the “Aisan” is personified by an Avraham .(Baba Metziah 33) רבצן

whose inspirational journey culminates at its destination. When we are faced with 

challenges we must not flee from them but instead embrace them, viewing them as G-d 

given opportunities for us to get closer to the one who has the greatest love imaginable 

for me and you. 

At the moment of spiritual inspiration we respond with I wish I could be that way. 

Wishing means one has an expressed רצון a desire to reach a particular goal. The word 

 To see success with a .ן which means  a rock and the letter צור has in it the letters of רצון 

wish and a deep desire of intimacy with Hashem one must have the stubbornness and 

determination of a huge immovable dense rock that is unaffected by its environment. 

Add the letter ן and we once again we add continuity to our desires. Hashem is called 

 If He sees that we wish upon ourselves to reach a height in Avodas Hashem .צור ישראל

and tikkun hamidos with an unyielding stubbornness and determination as a rock, then 

Hashem will add the letter “nun” to our struggle קומה בעזרת ישראל.  The acronym being 

 Hashem will .ימלך ברוך קדוש  which is the acronym of the three versus in Kedusha קבי 

help us attain קדוש ישראל  thereby ensuring that we cross the Finish Line sooner than 

we think.  

Gut Shabbos 

Rav Brazil     

 


