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A Premise of a Promise  
Nezirus 

 

"Bzzzz," vibrated Rabbi Berger's cell phone. 

Glancing at the caller ID, he noticed 

that the call was from an old high 

school buddy, Fishel Fonatick.  

"Reb Fishel, I haven't heard 

from you in ages! How have you 

been?" Rabbi Berger said over the 

phone to his old friend. 

"Everything's great," 

responded Fishel. 

"You sound a little down," said 

an astute Rabbi Berger. "Is there 

something I can do to help my 

dear friend?"  

 “Yes, that's why I called, in fact. My wife and 

I have been married for ten years and blessed 

with a wonderful marriage. One thing is sorely 

missing. The laughter of children has yet to 

pervade our home. I put into action an idea 

inspired by Chana who promised to make her 

son a Nazir for life, dedicated to Hashem, as a 

zchus for her to bear a child (Nazir 66a). I 

followed the righteous prophetess's example 

and promised that, if a child would be born to 

us, he would be a Nazir. I wanted to know what 

this entails,” said Fishel unloading his heavy 

heart to Rabbi Berger's sympathetic ear. 

"Well, as I'm sure you know, a Nazir 

cannot cut his hair, nor drink wine and 

its byproducts. Nor may he become 

tamei for a dead person. Even 

though nowadays we are all 

considered to be defiled by corpse 

contamination/tumas meis, the 

Nezirus vow still takes effect 

(Shach YD 239:28). However, all 

Nezirus are forever since there is 

no Beis Hamikdash and he can’t 

bring the required korbanos to end 

his Nezirus (Rambam: Nezirus 

2:20). Beis Din will also require 

him to relocate to Eretz Yisroel. 

This was because, in the times of the 

Beis Hamikdosh, it was possible to remain tahor 

in Eretz Yisroel, and hence, Chazal decreed 

that nezirim must live there (Rambam Nezirus 

2:21). One can argue that relocating to Eretz 

Yisroel doesn’t apply nowadays, as the 

residents of Eretz Yisroel are also tamei meis 

(Raavid); however, one can contour that once 

Chazal made an enactment, we are powerless 

to nullify it, even when its reason is no longer 

valid (Aruch Hashulchon Ha’asid Hilchos 

Shonos: Nezirus 7:17-19 in his explanation of 

the Rambam 2:21)," explained Rabbi Berger. 
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"We learn from Halacha L’Moshe MiSinai 

that only the father has the ability to make his 

son a Nazir (Rambam Hafla’ah: Nezirus 2:13). 

However, since Mrs. Fonatick is not even 

expecting a child yet, the promise you made is 

on something that hasn't come into the world. 

Such a promise is ineffective (Kometz Mincha 

on Minchas Chinuch 368: [9], Rambam: Ishus 

7:16, Aruch Hashulchon Even Haezer: 

Kiddushin 40:28)" clarified Rabbi Berger. 

"Then, why was Chana's promise that 

Shmuel should become a Nazir valid,” queried 

Fishel. She was not expecting her child yet 

when promising Nezirus (Radak on Shmuel 1 

1:11)?" 

"Excellent kasha. Chana wasn’t really 

making a Nezirus vow, she promised to raise 

Shmuel in such a way that he would decide of 

his own accord to become a Nazir (Kol Ramaz 

brought in Yalkut Mefarshim in Mesifta on 

Gemara Nazir 66a)," answered Rabbi Berger. 

“Can I renew my promise when the baby is 

born?” asked Fishel hopefully. 

“What does your wife think about your 

fanatical, I mean fantastic, idea?” asked Rabbi 

Berger.  

“For some odd reason she is vehemently 

against the idea. She thinks he would stand out 

amongst his peers, and he would have a hard 

time adjusting socially,” Yosef answered. 

"Even though only the husband has the 

ability to make his son a Nazir, the wife as a 

relative can veto his promise if she protests 

verbally right away (Aruch Hashulchon Ha’asid 

Nezirus 6:4, 8). The reason a relative has this 

power is because he is hideous-looking to the 

family (Yaavitz on Nazir 28b). I think you should 

listen to your wife" Rabbi Berger concluded. 

"Refoel, do you have a better idea for a 

zchus to have a child?"  

"Perhaps consider adopting a child who 

needs a loving home. This will demonstrate 

your willingness and preparedness to bring up 

a Jewish child," suggested Rabbi Berger. "There 

have been many couples who have merited 

having a child of their own after having 

provided a nurturing Jewish home for another 

child."       

 

 

Does this mean that Fishel's promise 
of Nezirus will go into effect once 

the baby is born? 
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