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 Last week, we wrote about the word
VAYIGASH, initials forward and backward for "If 3 Sh'vat is a Friday, a
lot of snow will fall and it will be cold." Several people sent us the
source (or one of the sources) - ELIYAH RABBA (more than 250 years
ago). In fact, in Jerusalem, last Friday, it was cold and it hailed briefly
(looked like snow).
Last op for KL this month is WED, leil 16 Sh'vat, Jan 31 until 8:26pm.
This time needs adjustments for locale. For example, in NY, the last op
for KL is all TUE night, since the NIGUD occurs on WED afternoon.

PPexplanations on p.65
and on www.ttidbits.com

click on PP+ or PPxParshaPPPPPiiiiixxxxx

http://www.ttidbits.com


Candles B'shalach - Shabbat Shira Havdala Yitro

4:33 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:47 4:39 5:53

4:50 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 5:50 4:57 5:56

4:48 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:48 4:55 5:54

4:48 Gush Etzion 5:48 4:54 5:54

4:48 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 5:48 4:54 5:54

4:48 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 5:48 4:54 5:54

4:48 Netanya 5:48 4:54 5:54

4:48 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 5:50 4:54 5:55

4:49 Rehovot 5:49 4:55 5:55

4:33 Petach Tikva 5:48 4:39 5:54

4:47 Ginot Shomron 5:47 4:53 5:53

4:37 Haifa / Zichron 5:47 4:43 5:53

4:46 Gush Shiloh 5:47 4:53 5:52

4:48 Tel Aviv / Giv'at Sh'muel 5:49 4:53 5:55

4:47 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:47 4:54 5:53

4:48 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:48 4:55 5:54

4:50 Ashkelon 5:50 4:56 5:56

4:49 Yad Binyamin 5:49 4:55 5:55

4:34 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 5:44 4:41 5:50

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 6:26pm       Next week: 6:32pm
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 Double Adjusted Torah Lessons
Personal story: Many years ago, I drove
down to Eilat with my family and we
detoured to Timna Valley. I parked the
car and walked away, by myself, around
a couple of bends, until I could not see
my car, any other person, or anything
manmade. I looked around. It was
beautiful and peaceful. For 10 minutes.
After that, I started to worry and then
panic. It was hot; I had no water with
me; what if I couldn't find my family or
my car. The panic lasted for a moment,
but it taught me an important lesson:
We cannot judge Dor HaMidbar, the
generation of the Wilderness. How
could they complain so bitterly so soon
after having witnessed the Splitting of
the Sea? How can they complain so
bitterly and disrespectfully for food?
How can they say that they would
prefer to return to Egypt? We cannot
judge them!

But we can take a double-adjusted
challenge from the Torah's account of
the episodes of that generation.

They witnessed the great miracles of
the Splitting of the Sea.

We regularly witness the 'natural'
miracles of the unsplit sea. Stand on the
beach and look out over the vastness of
our piece of the Sea or Ocean or River... 

The unadjusted lesson would be that
when we are privileged to witness
open miracles like K'ri'at Yam Suf, we
should appreciate them in such a way
that the appreciation will last longer
than three days and will favorably color
our reac- tion to adverse situations that
we encounter.

The adjusted lesson - so much more
practical for us is to witness the less
flashy, common, take-for-granted mir-
acles of nature - such as a sea, a tree, a
flower, a fruit... - and be filled with
appreciation of and gratitude for G-d
and the World that He Created for us.
And that our appreciation and grati-
tude should be long-lasting, through
thick and thin (as the expression goes).

In B'shalach, we read not only of the
Splitting of the Sea, but of the MAHN
(manna) which fed Bnei Yisrael for
almost forty years in the Midbar.

How could they have left over MAHN
for the following day, when G-d told
them not to? How can they have
looked for MAHN on Shabbat when G-d
had told them that there would be
none on Shabbat? WE CANNOT JUDGE
THEM.

But we too are fed by G-d. Our food
doesn't fall from the heavens and isn't
protected by two layers of dew, but it is
no less miraculous.

Our adjusted version of the gift AND
challenge of the MAHN, includes the
laws of kashrut, making brachot before
and after we eat, being satisfied and
thankful for what we have... And even if
we also want to say something to G-d
about our own situations, it should not
be as bitter complaints, but as prayerful
requests. 

Our double challenge is to see the
Hand of G-d in the ordinary, and to let
our appreciation be deepfelt and long-
lasting.
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Take a bird to lunch Erev Shabbat Shira
The minhag is based on HAKARAT HATOV to birds for eating up the
MAHN that was scattered around the Camp on the original Shabbat

morning to make a liar out of Moshe. And for "lending" us their talent
of singing. Good lessons to teach and share with your (grand)children

B'shalach
16th of 54 sedras; 
4th of 11 in Sh'mot

Written on 215.33 lines (17th)

14 parshiot; 9 open, 5 closed

116 p'sukim - rank: 23 (6th in Sh'mot)

1681 words - rank: 19 (4th in Sh'mot)

6423 letters - rank: 18 (4th in Sh'mot)

Higher ranking for lines is definitely due to
the format of the SHIRA column, which has
a lot of blank space.

B'SHALACH contains a single mitzva of the
613, the prohibition of leaving one's
Shabbat boundary - T'CHUM SHABBAT
(T'chum's membership in the family of
Torah mitzvot is disputed - see further)

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of parsha; 
(Z) is the number of p'sukim in the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; L=LAV
(prohibition). X:Y is the perek & pasuk from
which the mitzva comes.

Kohen - First Aliya 
14 p'sukim - 13:17-14:8
[S> 13:17 (6)] "When Par'o sends the
People...", G-d leads them along a
circuitous route to prevent them from
panicking and returning to Egypt.
Moshe, in fulfillment of the promise
made to Yosef by his brothers, takes
Yosef's remains out of Egypt with the
People.

 The Midrash tells us that Yosef's
bones had been hidden by the
Egyptians in the Nile in order to
prevent the Israelites from leaving
Egypt. Yosef's coffin miraculously
surfaced just at the right time, so that
the People could take it with them
when they left. We are taught that
Yosef merited being taken out of Egypt
for burial in Eretz Yisrael because he
had arranged for his father's burial
there. Moshe, in turn, was accorded the
highest honor - G-d Himself took care
of Moshe's burial, in reward for the
attention he paid to Yosef's remains.

 Our Tradition is that the remains
of all of the sons of Yaakov were
brought out of Egypt. Why was Moshe,
from the tribe of Levi, the one who took
care of ATZMOT YOSEF? It has been
suggested that Moshe was atoning for
and effecting a TIKUN for his great-
grandfather's role in the Sale of Yosef. 

(Heard from Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld)
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Condolences to
Shelli Diamond Sukenik

and family on the passing of her
FATHER l"f

milyexie oeiv ila` x`y jeza mkz` mgpi mewnd

[FYI] The Gemara teaches us that a
dead body itself - and certainly one
who is defiled from a dead body - is
allowed into the "Levite Camp", and is
only banned from the Mikdash area
(Machaneh Sh'china). This we learn
from the fact that Moshe took Yosef's
bones "with him". This halacha has
significance today concerning the
halachic permissibility to ascend Har
HaBayit in those areas that are OUTSIDE
the place where the Mikdash and its
courtyards MIGHT have been. That part
of Har HaBayit has the status of the
Levite camp (at most), and one may go
there following immersion in a Mikve to
rid oneself of "the defilement that
comes from the body". (Defilement to a
dead body cannot be removed without
the Para Aduma potion and so today,
one cannot go into the Mikdash part of
Har HaBayit - except for security
reasons.) - and with other restrictions. A
person should consult a Rav with Har
HaBayit experience before going there.

G-d provided an escort for the People
in the form of a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire at night.

[P> 14:1 (14)] G-d tells Moshe of His
plan to lead the People in such a way
that Par'o will pursue them in the
misguided hope of bringing them back
to Egypt. 

When Par'o is notified (by spies whom
he had sent to accompany the Israel-
ites) of the People's whereabouts, he
(with G-d's help in making his heart
"heavy", i.e. strong) takes a potent
force with him and chases after the
People of Israel.

 "And G-d did not allow them to
go DERECH ERETZ P'LISHTIM. Literally,
they did not take the straight route to
the territory of the Philistines. One
commentator suggests an interesting
DRASH based on a play on words. G-d
did not take the People out of Egypt in
DERECH ERETZ, in the normal, natural
way of things, but in a miraculous way.
Normally, bread comes from the
ground; for the People of Israel, G-d
sent them bread from above. Normally,
water comes from above; for the
People of Israel, G-d provided water
from below, from a rock and from the
miraculous Well that accompanied
them on their journey, in the merit of
Miriam. Not taking us out in a natural
manner, leaves us with no doubt that it
was indeed G-d Who took us out of
Egypt. This is a crucial foundation stone
of Judaism. Not only did we get out of
Mitzrayim, but it was G-d Who took us
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  GAV HAHAR
     MOVERS

Beit El
Homes • Offices • Lifts
Packing Services and Storage

References available
(02) 997-8757 • 052-607-1171

Condolences to the family of
Rabbi Zushe Yosef

Blech l"f
milyexie oeiv ila` x`y jeza mkz` mgpi mewnd

out. Not only did He take us out, but
the people knew and know it well. 

This idea was presented to the people
when Moshe and Aharon were first sent
to Par'o to warn him about the plagues.
In addition to the promise of
V'LAKACHTI, and I (G-d) will take them
to me as a nation, and V'HAYITI, and I
(G-d) will be your G-d, there was also
VIDA'TEM, and you will KNOW that it is I
who takes you out of Egypt.

And, of course, G-d's opening words at
Sinai make the point abundantly clear.

Levi - Second Aliya 
6 p'sukim - 14:9-14
The mighty Egyptian army pursues the
People. When the People of Israel see
them coming, they are greatly
frightened because there is no place to
flee. They complain to Moshe that it
would have been better to have died in
Egypt. Moshe reassures the People,
encourages them not to fear, promises
them that G-d will fight on their
behalf, and tells them that Egypt will
soon cease to exist.

 It seems that Par'o actually
thought that he let the People go - that
he expelled the People from Egypt.
That's even what it seems to say at the
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beginning of this week's sedra (When
Par'o sent the people out...). G-d
arranged to have Par'o run after them.
Then the events make it crystal clear to
him - and to us - that G-d, and only G-d
took us out of Egypt. Without this part
of the Exodus process, Par'o and his
people - and probably some Jews as
well - would think that Par'o had a part
in letting us leave Egypt. With the
opening statement of the Aseret
HaDibrot stating, I am HaShem, your
G-d, Who took you out of Mitzrayim...
this point is essential.

Sh'lishi - Third Aliya 
11 p'sukim - 14:15-25
[P> 14:15 (11)] G-d "asks" Moshe why
the People are screaming; let them just
move on.

 Our Sages teach us that there
are times when prayer is called for, and
other times when action is the order of
the day. Sometimes we must use long
prayers and petitions; sometimes a
quick prayer not only suffices, but
saying more can be counter-produc-
tive. G-d says: MA TITZ'AK EILAI, why cry
out to Me? MA is spelled MEM-HEI.
MEM can represent the 40 days and 40
nights that Moshe was to spend in
prayer on behalf of the People follow-
ing the Sin of the Golden Calf. MEM

represents long prayer. HEI can stand
for the simple but eloquent 5-word
prayer for Miriam's recovery from
Tzora'at which she contracted in
punishment for speaking disrepectfully
of Moshe - KEIL NA R'FA NA LAH. And
sometimes, neither short nor long
prayer is appropriate. At this point of
the Exodus, the order of the day was
decisive action. Move it! There is
another example later in the Torah of
Moshe and Aharon springing into
immediate action to stop a plague from
killing the People. We must know when
to pray and when to act first, and when
to do both.

G-d tells Moshe to raise his hand over
the Sea and split it, so the People will
be able to pass through it on dry land.
G-d informs Moshe that He will again
harden Egypt's heart so that they will
continue their pursuit. The Egyptians
will finally know G-d's Might. The
guardian angel (pillar of cloud) that
was leading the People now was
repositioned between the Jews and the
pursuing Egyptian army, preventing
contact.

Moshe raises his hand above the Sea
and G-d causes a powerful easterly
wind to blow all night, followed by a
parting of the waters. The People of
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Israel enter the Sea on dry land,
between walls of water. 

Egypt boldly follows, but their arrogant
attitude abruptly changes to fear and
panic as their chariots lose their
wheels and bog down in the seabed.
(This is in sharp contrast with the
perfectly dry land beneath the feet of
Israel.) 

Egypt finally (too late) acknowledges
G-d, not only now, but retroactively, as
the One Who had fought for Israel in
Egypt.

 Why the strong wind blowing all
night? Could not G-d have split the Sea
with the proverbial snap of a finger?
The answer is: Of course He could. But
the night's preparation for the miracles
of the day serves several purposes.
Egypt is lulled into a false sense of
security when something is happening
that they can explain. They don't want
to accept the idea that the G-d of Israel
is performing miracles for His people.
No doubt, their wizards explained the
desert winds and the effects it can
have. Among the Jews, there are always
individuals who would like not to admit
to G-d's awesome powers. They too will
have their "excuse" in the natural
components of the miracle. Perhaps,
most importantly, this wind (and the
like) allows us to relate to and better
appreciate, the miracles themselves. A
snap of the finger brings results too
quickly for us to think about what is
happening. A night to ponder what was
going on, further enhanced the
appreciation of the Children of Israel for
what had happened, was happening,

and was to happen - what and when!
Mixing the natural with the
supernatural will often enhance the
miracle.

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
32 p'sukim - 14:26-15:26
[P> 14:26 (6)] Moshe is now instructed
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In loving memory of my brother
Gabe Kaszovitz l"f

 and my sister
Evelyn Harris d"r

Lillian Kaszovitz Reichstein
Chani Ofek, Gidon Reichstein, Mark, Paula,

Ben Harris and their families

Heartfelt condolences to our
colleague and friend

Aharon Karov and family
on the passing of his father,

HaRav Zev Karov l"vf
milyexie oeiv ila` x`y jeza mkz` mgpi mewnd

Zvi Sand, President
Rabbi Avi Berman, Exec. Director

and the OU Israel Family 

by G-d to raise his hand once more
over the Sea so that the waters may
return. He does so and the Egyptians
are drowned. The People, however,
have succeeded in passing through the
Sea and are ecstatic in their salvation.
They attain true belief and trust in G-d
and in Moshe His servant.

Rambam states that complete, solid,
lasting faith in G-d was attained at
Sinai. Here we must say that the belief
was great, but not yet permanent. One
telling hint towards the tenuousness of
belief as a result of "flashy" miracles
alone is the word UVMOSHE - they
believed in G-d AND IN MOSHE His
servant. The only other occurrence of
that word UVMOSHE is in Bamidbar
after Aharon dies and there was a battle
against Emori, the people were
disgusted with their wandering and
spoke against G-d and Moshe. That's
the other extreme of belief - same word
occurs at both extremes.
[P> 15:1 (19)] Next comes the Song of
the Sea. What makes the Song of the
Sea so special is that it is a direct
quote of the People of Israel that G-d
put into His Torah, verbatim. In other
words, the rest of the Torah is written

by G-d; we composed this part. It is an
inspiring passage that has been
incorporated into our daily prayer.

 It is written in Sefer HaCha-
reidim that "he who says the Song of
the Sea aloud and with joy, it is as if he
was leaving Egypt at that moment -
and his sins will be forgiven." In the
merit of the Song of the Sea, G-d split
the Sea for the People and forgave their
transgressions.

This 19-pasuk parsha is unique in the
way it is written in a Sefer Torah. The
column that contains the Shira is wider
than any other column in the Torah. It is
a Tradition to start the column with 5
lines belonging to the previous parsha,
beginning with the word HABA'IM.
Then a line is left blank and then the
first line of AZ YASHIR is written all the
way across the column. The next line
has one word, a blank space, a group of
words (from 3-5), another blank space,
and then a single word to end the line.
Call this, line pattern A. The next line
starts with a group of words (2-5), a
space, and another group of words



Mazal Tov to
Joseph & Verna Gartner and family
on the marriage of their grandson
Shmuel Black to Menucha Cohen
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A luxurious English-speaking vacation
at an af f ord able price

2018

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Dead Sea

Luxuriously Renovated on the Dead Sea Beach

Scholar-in-Residence
Rabbi Dr Aharon Adler

Exquisite Rabanut Yisroel Glatt
Kosher Cuisine · No Kitniyot

Mo'etza Datit Bikat HaYarden Tamar
Family Swimming
Extensive Program

with Nightly Entertainment
Pamper Yourselves

Call Now - Don’t be left out!

  Lenny Davidman

Lenny Davidman
02-673-0721

054-557-3101
fax: 02-673-0722

email: Lenny@LDevents.com
website: LDevents.com

(3-5). Call this, line pattern B. After the
first line, the rest of the Shira parsha
consists of another 29 lines, alternating
patterns A and B, ending with an A.
Then a line is skipped. Five more
"regular" lines of Torah text finish off
the column. The column with the Shira
has many blank spaces and two blank
lines.

[P> 15:20 (2)] Following the Shira
portion is a 2-pasuk parsha describing
Miriam's rallying of the women to join
in the Shira in their own way.

[S> 15:22 (5)] The People continue
their journey and fail to find water for
three days. When they do find some,
they complain bitterly (pun intended)
of the inability to drink it. G-d directs
Moshe to perform a miracle by
throwing a special piece of wood into
the water whereby the water becomes
sweet.

 Aside from the literal meaning
of the text, this episode is considered
an allusion to the primacy of Torah in
the life of a Jew. Both Torah and water
sustain life - spiritual and physical. In
the same vein, "3 days without water"
resulted in our reading Torah on
Monday and Thursday, so that in our
wandering in the spiritual desert of life,
we will not go 3 days without spiritual
water. This is but one "use" of the
analogy between Torah and water. This

mailto:Lenny@LDevents.com


OU Israel Center TT 1261    page 12 2B'shalach - Shira 5778

Refuah shleima - Bea KelmanThank you, Rabbi Kowalsky - SBR

idea is not just a matter of DRASH. The
parsha's last pasuk tells that if we will
harken to G-d's Voice and follow the
Torah, keep the mitzvot... then all the
ills that befell Egypt will not be put
upon us...

Chamishi 5th Aliya
11 p'sukim - 15:27-16:10
[S> 15:27 (4)] The People next travel to
Eilim and from there to Midbar Tsin,
en route to Sinai. This time, they
complain about the lack of food. 

[S> 16:4 (7)] G-d tells Moshe about the
manna (mahn, on̈) which He will soon
provide for the People. Moshe tells the
People that they will soon see how G-d
hears and listens to their complaints.
Mahn is not just the food that sustains
the people, it is also a crucial test of
the faith that the people should have in
G-d. (We find Moshe reiterating this
aspect of the Mahn in Parshat Eikev.)
The Mahn was to fall daily except for
Shabbat, and was not allowed to be left
over night (except for what fell on
Friday). This facilitated a constant
strengthening of our faith in G-d - the
need to "trust" Him every single day.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
26 p'sukim - 16:11-36
[P> 16:11 (17)] The account of the
Mahn continues... Quail miraculously

appear in the evening, and the people
eat "meat". On the next morning, the
Mahn - protected by a layer of dew
above and below it - appears. The
People are fascinated by it and when
they question Moshe, he explains the
rules and procedures set down by G-d.
Nonetheless, there were some who left
over Mahn from one day to the next,
and this angered Moshe. And, despite
being told that the Mahn will NOT fall
on Shabbat, there were individuals
who went out to search for it.

[S> 16:28 (9)] G-d "takes note" of this
display of lack of faith and "asks" how
long we will continue to refuse to keep
His commands. 
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The parsha of the Mahn is our first real
introduction to Shabbat. This is the
meaning of the line in DAYEINU, Had
You given us the Shabbat and not
brought us near Har Sinai, DAYEINU,
there would be sufficient reason to
thank You... Although Shabbat is an
integral part of Revelation at Sinai
(commandment #4), it actually pre-
ceded Matan Torah. 

From the episode of the Mahn we learn
the important lesson that Shabbat is
honored by being prepared for. It is not
just a corollary of the prohibitions of
Shabbat that we prepare our food in
advance; it is an essential feature of
Shabbat and the role of the days of the
week. 

Included in the instructions about the
Mahn is the command not to "leave
our PLACE on the seventh day (to
collect the Mahn)". This was not just a
rule for that generation; it is a mitzva
among the 613 - the mitzva of T'chum
Shabbat [24, L321 16:29].

Briefly, the point of T'CHUM is not
about how far we may walk on
Shabbat. It is about how far AWAY
FROM HOME we may go. This is
obvious from the halachic details of
T'CHUM. The weekdays are for going.
Shabbat is for staying put (as defined
by halacha) and being able to "relax", to
ponder G-d's Creation and Mastery over
all.

A sample of Mahn was stored as a
remembrance for future generations.
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Most Exquisite Properties in Jerusalem!
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02-674-4000 • 054-480-4767

King David 26 cor. Washington 2

www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

Small lane of the German Colony 
Villa 330m built, private garden 170m, gorgeous terrace,
parking, storage, separate entrance. ETA: 054-723-3863
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new garden apartment 150m built, private garden 170m
with views, parking, storage, attractive price!

Baka New luxury building, new penthouse of 160m
with amazing 90m terrace, parking, storage. 
MAYA: 054-665-0184
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Shai Agnon beautiful residence 
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private gym and lobby in the building, private parking. 
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storage, Shabbat elevator. ETA: 054-723-3863

Baka Luxurious residence in a dead end street, 
5 rooms, garden apartment of 150m, private garden
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MAYA: 054-665-0184
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Totally renovated at the best standards, 5 rooms, private
entrance. KIM: 054-441-5704

Dead end st in German Colony 
Penthouse 300m with beautiful terrace, quiet, 
+3 rooms separate unit . Full of charm, quiet, 
lot of privacy, double height ceilings
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It is important to understand that the
prohibition of T’CHUM, be it from the
Torah or from the Sages, was not meant to
put a limit on physical exertion or the
distance a person may walk on Shabbat. A
person who lives in a house in yenemsvelt
which is located on a small plot of land
with a fence around it, is restricted to a
distance of about a kilometer outside his
fence. Another person who lives in a big
city can walk from one end to the other -
from Gilo to Ramot and back again (or
Washington Heights to the Bowery) - miles
and miles - and not have a problem of
T’CHUM at all. And even the first guy with
the house near no others can walk around
and around his property all Shabbat long.
As long as he does not go outside his
T’CHUM, he’s okay. (Not really, because he
has to figure out why he spends all
Shabbat walking in circles around his
house.) The topics of T'CHUM and EIRUV
are complex. This only touched on a few
points.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya
16 p'sukim - 17:1-16
[P> 17:1 (7)] The People journey to
Refidim and again complain about the
lack of water. (It is not the complaint
itself that "angers" G-d - it is the
apparent lack of faith and the doubt in
the value of the Exodus that casts a
negative light on the People.) In
response, G-d tells Moshe to gather the
Elders and People and strike a rock in
their presence with his miraculous
staff. The result is water for the
People.

[P> 17:8 (6)] The final nine p'sukim,
which is also the Torah reading of

http://www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
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Purim morning, tell of Amalek's attack
on the fledgling nation of Israel. It is
the archtypical fight against those who
would seek to destroy us. This battle
repeats itself differently throughout
Jewish History.

[P> 17:14 (3)] G-d tells Moshe to write
down and tell Yehoshua that I (G-d)
will wipe out the memory of Amalek...
This is not just Israel's battle, but G-d's
as well.

Haftara 52 p'sukim
Sho-f’tim 4:4-5:31
In the time of the Judges, Bnei Yisrael
found themselves cruelly oppressed. In
the sedra it was Par'o; in the haftara it
is Yavin and his general, Sisra.
Devorah enlists Barak to lead an army
against them. With the success of the
battle, Devorah sang a song of praise
and thanks to G-d, similar in nature to
that of Moshe and Bnei Yisrael in the
parsha. So too, the People's faith in
G-d had similar "ups and downs" to
those in the sedra. Devorah was key to
restoring a high level of faith in G-d
among the People and in leading the
People to great victories. 

S'faradim read just the Song of Devora
as the haftara of B'shalach. Ashkena-
zim start earlier and include in the
reading the story of Sisra's temporary



OU Israel Center TT 1261    page 16 2B'shalach - Shira 5778

escape from Barak and his army, only
to find his demise at the hand (and
tent peg) of Yael, wife of Chever
HaKeini.

One of the themes of Sefer Shoftim is
that of CHEIT and ONESH, sin and
p unishment. The b ook relates to us the
p attern of sinfulness rep eated b y B 'nei
Yisra'el generation after generation
and the resulting p unishments. Having
failed to fulfill Hashem's demand to
remove the idolatrous natives and,
with them, their dep raved b ehavior, the
Israelites suffer under the yoke of
various nations whose op p ressive rule
caused the p eop le to cry out to G-d for
salvation. In resp onse, Hashem sends
them a "savior", a shofeit (generally, a
military leader), who b rings them
temp orary relief from their suffering,
b ut up on the leader's death the p eop le
lap se, once more, into sinful b ehavior.
And this p attern rep eats throughout
the 350 year p eriod of the shoftim.

In this week's haftara, the 4th and 5th
p 'rakim of Shoftim tell the story of
Israel's defeat of the p owerful
Canaanite king, Yavin of Chatzor, and
his general Sisera. Israel is led b y the
p rop hetess Devora who receives word
from G-d to gather an army and to
march northward to fight against the
op p ressive rule of Yavin. Hashem,
having heard the cries of His p eop le,
guarantees the p rop hetess and her
general B arak, victory in b attle, b ut
gathering an army from all the trib es -
esp ecially those who felt no immediate
threat from the Canaanites, p roves
difficult for her. 

This ep isode, one of the earliest in
Sefer Shoftim, marks a change from
the p revious threats to the nation. The

first stories in Sefer Shoftim tell of
Aram and Moav, foreign p owers who
invaded and cruelly dominated the
Israelite trib es. In the haftara, however,
we read for the first time of the rule of
a local nation, a nation that Israel was
commanded to drive off the land. In
this case, Hashem's p unishment of
Israel reveals their sin op enly as the
very nation they were commanded to
evict was now op p ressing them. As the
Malb im p oints out, G-d carried out His
p romise that those nations who were
not removed from the land would
b ecome a "thorn in the side" of Israel.

Devora's song of victory, like the story
of the Canaanite chariots that were
washed into the waters of the Kishon
River, connects us to the events of our
parasha, Moshe's song of praise that
followed the destruction of the
Egyp tian chariots in the waters of the
Reed Sea. Ultimately, however, the
story of Devora also teaches us why
the Israelites did not merit a King to
lead them. A national leader of Israel
would have to unite the nation and b e
seen as an agent of Hashem, crediting
G-d for what the p eop le might regard
as the King's accomp lishments. Devora
sang her song p raising Hashem and
acknowl- edging that the victory was
His. B ut even she could not unite all of
the trib es and create a united army
that would defend ALL of Israel. As
Sefer Shoftim, itself p roves, miracles
alone will not awaken the p eop le to the
fact that they are one.

That would have to wait for an insp ired
man of G-d who would lead, judge and
teach ALL of the p eop le of Hashem's
ways.

It would have to wait for the next b ook
in Tanach. And it would have to wait
for its author, Shmuel HaNavi.
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The beginning of Parshat B'shalach opens
with a beautiful message to the Jewish
people: Finally, after years of suffering and
servitude, Par'o is sending the people on
their way. Yes, this is the Redemption
unfolding. However, there is a spoke in the
wheel (and not only of Paro's chariot) -
because the opening word of the Parsha is
ominous. For our rabbis teach us that the
expression VAYHI - 'And it came to pass' -
portends some kind of upcoming misfortune
(Tractate Megila 10). 

Perhaps on account of the "Eirev Rav", the
mixed multitude, who joined the departing
throngs of Hebrews, only to be a source of
trouble at a later time? Or maybe, because
after all the miracles and wondrous deeds, it
appears that Par'o pushed the people out
rather than that they left Egypt of their own
free will.

Following Harav Chaim Orbach, we might
posit that the Torah acknowledges the
difference between the dream and its
fulfilment. Once Bnei Yisrael was on their
way, it did not take long before they
hankered after the "fleshpots of Mitzrayim";
complaints were to come thick and fast.  

We are reminded also of Rashi's comment
that only one fifth of the people actually left
Egypt; the vast majority stayed behind.
However, as we look forward to the
ingathering of the exiles in our day, let us
pray for the time when all of Am Yisrael,
independent of affiliations, will go up to the
Land - joyfully and of their own free will,
together and in brotherhood - to usher in a
new dawn for the Jewish people.

mailto:mpersoff@ouisrael.org
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The Longer,
Shorter Road
At the end of his new book, Tribe of
Mentors, Timothy Ferris cites the
following poem by Portia Nelson. It's
called 'Autobiography in Five Short
Chapters':

Chapter 1: I walk down the street.
There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. I
fall in. I am lost… I am helpless. It isn't
my fault. It takes forever to find a way
out.

Chapter 2: I walk down the same
street. There is a deep hole in the
sidewalk. I pretend I don't see it. I fall
in again. I can't believe I am in this
same place. But it isn't my fault. It still
takes a long time to get out.

Chapter 3: I walk down the same
street. There is a deep hole in the
sidewalk. I see it is there. I still fall in…
It's a habit… But, my eyes are open. I
know where I am. It is my fault. I get
out immediately.

Chapter 4: I walk down the same
street. There is a deep hole in the
sidewalk. I walk around it.

Chapter 5: I walk down another street.

That is probably how life is like for
many of us. It certainly was for me. We
set off, confident that we know where
we are going, only to find that it is
rarely that simple. "Life", said John
Lennon, "is what happens while we are
making other plans." We fall into holes.
We make mistakes. Then we make
them again. Eventually we avoid them,
but by then we may have the growing
suspicion that we took the wrong
turning to begin with. If we are lucky,
we find another road.

Hence the opening of this week's
parsha: 

When Pharaoh let the people leave,
God did not lead them by way of the
land of the Philistines, although that



OU Israel Center TT 1261    page 19 2B'shalach - Shira 5778

JONATHAN POLLARD
10,956+804* days imprisoned

www.jonathanpollard.org

was nearby, for God said, "Lest the
people change their minds when they
encounter war and return to Egypt." So
God brought the people by a round-
about route by way of the desert to the
Red Sea … (Sh'mot 13:17-18).

This is actually quite a difficult text to
understand. In and of itself it makes
eminent sense. God did not want the
people immediately to face battle with
the seven nations in the land of Canaan
since, as newly liberated slaves, they
were psychologically unprepared for
war. We now know also that there was
an additional factor. There were
Egyptian forts at various points along
the sea route to Canaan, so the
Israelites would come up against them
even before reaching the land.

Three facts, though, still need to be
reckoned with. First, the Torah itself
says that God "hardened Pharaoh's
heart" (14: 4), leading him to pursue the
Israelites with a force of six hundred
chariots. This so demoralized the
Israelites that they cried, "Were there
not there are enough graves in Egypt
that you had to bring us out here to die
in the desert? … It would have been
better to be slaves in Egypt than to die
in the desert" (14:11-12). Why did God
cause Pharaoh to pursue the Israelites if
He did not want them to think of going
back? He should surely have made the
first stage of their journey as unde-
manding as possible.

Second, the people did face war long
before they came anywhere near the
land of Canaan. They did so almost
immediately after crossing the Red Sea,
when they were attacked by the
Amalekites (17:8). The strange fact is
that when they had to fight a battle on
their own, without any miraculous
intervention from God, they expressed
no fear. Inspired by Moshe's upraised
arms, they fought and won (17:10-13).

Third, the roundabout route failed to
prevent the people's response to the
report of the spies. Terrified by their
account of the strength of the native
population and the well fortified nature
of their cities, they said, "Let us appoint
a (new) leader and return to Egypt"
(Bamidbar 14: 4).

It seems, therefore, that the circuitous
route by which God led the Israelites
was not to prevent their wanting to
return, but rather, to prevent their
being able to return. Leading them
miraculously through the Red Sea was
like Caesar crossing the Rubicon, or
Cortes burning his boats before his
conquest of the Aztecs. It made retreat
impossible. Whatever their doubts and
fears, the Israelites had no real choice.

http://www.jonathanpollard.org


OU Israel Center TT 1261    page 20 2B'shalach - Shira 5778

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

Happy Birthday Abba
We love you

Elad, Roee, Yon, Tamar

They had to continue onward, even if in
the end it took forty years and a new
generation to reach their destination.

What this meant was that almost from
the dawn of their history as a nation,
Jews were forced to learn that lasting
achievement takes time. You can never
get there by the shortest road. Thanks
to the work of Anders Ericsson,
popularized by Malcolm Gladwell, we
know that greatness in many fields
takes 10,000 hours of practice. The
history of all too many nations born
after the Second World War and the
end of empire, shows that you can't
create a democracy by United Nations
decree, or freedom by a Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. People
who try to get rich fast often discover
that their wealth is like Jonah's gourd: it
appears overnight and disappears the
next day. When you try to take a
shortcut, you find yourself, like the
poet, falling into a hole.

The Talmud tells the story of Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Hanania who asked a
young man sitting at a crossroad,
"Which is the way to the town?" The
young man pointed to one of the paths
and said, "This way is short but long.
The other way is long but short."
Yehoshua ben Hanania set out on the

first path, quickly arrived at the town,
but found his way blocked by gardens
and orchards. He then returned to the
young man and said, "Didn't you tell
me that this path was short?" "I did",
said the young man, "but I also warned
you that it was long." Better to take the
long road that eventually gets you to
your destination than the short one
that doesn't, even though it looks as if it
does.

Today's world is full of books, videos
and programmes promising a fast-track
to almost anything from weight loss to
riches to success and fame. The
life-changing idea symbolized by the
route God led the Israelites on, when
they left Egypt is that there are no fast
tracks. The long way is short; the short
way is long. Better by far to know at the
outset that the road is long, the work is
hard, and there will be many setbacks
and false turnings. You will need grit,
resilience, stamina and persistence. In
place of a pillar of cloud leading the
way, you will need the advice of
mentors and the encouragement of
friends. But the journey is exhilarating,
and there is no other way. The harder it
gets, the stronger you become. ;
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From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

In response to the food-concerned
Israelites recalling the fleshpots of
Egypt:

G-d said to Moshe: "I will rain
down bread from heaven for you.
The people shall go and gather it
daily, so that I may test whether
they keep My Laws or not" (16:4).

These words open Parashat HaMahn:
the section of the Torah that
recounts the way that G-d supplied
the Israelites with what they needed
to eat in their 40 years in the
wilderness. 

Rashi explains 'I may test' as seeing
whether they would comply with
G-d's instructions to neither leave
manna over until the morning nor
go out on Shabbat to collect it. 

The Ramban however, emphasizes
that the main test was fundamental:
would they be loyal to G-d under
extreme and prolonged faith-
demanding circumstances. The
manna was food that neither they
nor their ancestors were familiar

mailto:benlevine10@gmail.com
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with. It was given in an uninhabited
wilderness, a place of 'snakes,
serpents, and scorpions' (D'varim
8:15). The Israelites received manna
one day at a time, in such a way that
could leave them worried about
tomorrow lest it might not fall. Such
a trial was severe. Yet G-d wished to
refine and strengthen them by
giving them the chance to be loyal
even under such tense circum-
stances. As the Talmud (Yoma 76a)
expresses it:

R. Shimon bar Yochai's students
asked him, "Why did the manna not
fall for Israel once a year?" He
answered, "It was so that they would
all worry that perhaps tomorrow it
would not fall and their children
would die of famine. That way,

everyone would direct their hearts
towards their Father in Heaven".

Abravanel however, does not see the
dependence on the daily manna as a
source of tension, but as a source of
well-being. It was in the wilderness
that the Israelites were experiencing
G-d taking care of their needs, day
by day. The Israelites only had to
collect the manna, nothing more.
Their test was whether they would
show gratitude to G-d and come to
serve Him out of their day-to-day
experience of His supplying them
with all their needs. Would they
constantly realize and recognize His
kindness and express gratitude
through the observance of the
mitzvot, or would they take every-
thing for granted as part of the
routine?

It may be suggested that the
explanations given by the Ramban
and Abravanel address two types of
personalities that lived then, and
that also live today. As then, living
today is about living with uncertain-
ties. 

Some people see their living-with-
uncertainties situation as akin to
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being in poverty, with their
day-to-day survival as a miracle in
itself. Their test is serving G-d when
apprehensive and afraid: "Anguish
and torment held me, so I call on G-d
by name" (Tehillim 116:3-4). 

Others see their being in exactly the
same situation as akin to being
wealthy: as all is good today,
tomorrow should just be fine. Their
test is serving G-d through joy: do
they continue to recognize G-d's
miracles of sustenance in the frame
of: "How can I repay G-d for all His
kindness to me? I lift the cup of
salvation and call on G-d by name".
(Tehillim 116:12-13). n
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The Song of the Sea
Turns Bitter

by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

After the joyous Song of the Sea
praising G-D has been sung, the
Jewish Nation is in a state of
euphoria. Thus, the Jewish People are
not prepared for the failures and
bitterness that we encounter in the
second half of Parshat BeShalach.

"Moshe led Israel from the Red Sea,
and they went out into the desert of
Shur, and they went three days in the
desert, and found no water. And they
came to Mara and could not drink the
water because it were bitter. And the
people complained against Moshe,
saying, what shall we drink?" (Sh'mot
15:22-24).

The Baal Shem Tov explains, because
the people were bitter, therefore, the
water tasted bitter.

Israel proclaims their demand for
water and after the problem of the
shortage of water is solved, they again
begin to complain, this time for food.
"The Children of Israel said to them,
'Better that we have died by the Hand
of G-D in Egypt, when we sat by the
flesh-pots and we ate bread to the full.

Why have you brought us into this
wilderness, to kill this assembly with
hunger?'" (16:3).

From Euphoria to Despair, the Jewish
People swing wildly back and forth.
Human nature tends to fluctuate
between highs and lows. Just think
about Yom Hazikaron followed
immediately by the joy of Yom
Ha'atzma'ut.

The People of Israel are purified from
the 49 levels of impurity, and of being
Egypt's slaves. The Jewish Nation is
born in, and then ejected from Egypt,
through the Red Sea, into the desert.
Now, says the Maharal, Israel reacts
just like any newborn whose needs,
hunger and thirst, must be met. G-D
fulfills the function of a loving parent,
supplying the newborn with food and
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providing precise instructions regard-
ing it.

The MAHN will be given every day,
and they must not save any MAHN
for the next day. On Shabbat no
MAHN will be given and one must
save some of the MAHN from Friday
for Shabbat.

Like any parent feeding his child, G-D
gives more than food. He also teaches
the rules concerning how we must
behave in this world. G-D teaches His
children the natural order of time.
Each day is allotted its daily portion
of MAHN so that every day is
different from the previous one. Thus,
one must not save any MAHN from
one day to the next.

Therefore, the Torah states, "6 days
you shall gather the MAHN, but on
the 7th day is the Shabbat, there shall
be none" (16:26). The nature of
Shabbat is different from that of the
other days in the week. Shabbat is a
day on which nothing new must be
created and on which the work done
during the other days of the weeks
must cease. That is why some of the
MAHN collected on Friday must be
saved for Shabbat.

The Jewish People have just left
Egypt. We have undergone the total
experience of the victory of good over
evil, a victory that seems to have no
contradictions. Thus, the Song of the
Sea ends with "G-D shall reign
forever and ever" (15:18).

Through the instructions of collecting
the MAHN, G-D wishes to teach His

children that life is cyclical, that
abundance is invariably replaced by
scarcity. Not everything in life is
ROSY, as seemed apparent only days
before at the Red Sea.

Perhaps this is why Parshat B'Shalach
concludes with the Amalek terror
attack. "It came to pass, when Moshe
held UP his hands, that Israel
prevailed, and when he let DOWN his
hands, Amalek prevailed." (17:11).
Again we see how life contains UPS
AND DOWNS.

Life is like a giant roller coaster ride
with UPS AND DOWNS, and HIGHS
AND LOWS. But we must focus on
and appreciate the UPS and the HIGH
POINTS in life.

To help us achieve this goal, we recite
the joyous Song of the Sea every day
of our lives, including Tish'a b'Av, the
saddest day of the year! u
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B'SHALACH
Song of the Sea
Teaching young children has
always been a joy for me. One of
teaching's special advantages is
the clarity that emerges from
conversation with people under
the age of ten.

A cute and oft-told story describes
the reaction of one fourth grader to
the lesson in which he first learned
the difference between poetry and
prose.

He remarked, "Wow! I have been
writing prose all of my life and
didn't even know it!"

I guess it was in the fourth grade
when I first learned the distinction
between prose and poetry, and
when I became aware not only
that I was writing prose, but that
much of what I was studying in
Jewish day school was prose, not
poetry.

We were taught that prose is
ordinary writing, language which

portrays everyday events. Poetry,
on the other hand, is the language
of the extraordinary. Poems are for
special events and rare emotions.

Poetry is a song, and we only sing
when special feelings well up
within us.

In this week's parsha, B'shalach,
we finally encounter poetry. From
the beginning of the book of
B'reishit until this week's portion,
we have been reading prose.

Surely, much of what we have
been reading has not been
ordinary, and we have even read
about some miracles. But the
language, with the possible
exception of Jacob's blessings to
his children, has been prose.

It is only in this week's narrative of
the crossing of the Red Sea that
the poetic bursts forth.

One of the lesser differences
between poetry and prose is that
the words of the former are
surrounded on the page by much
blank space. Prose, on the other
hand, consists of written or printed
words with a minimum of space
between them.

You will notice that in the Torah
scroll too the prose of all of
B'reishit and of Sh'mot until this
week's portion consists of words
written by the scribe with only
minimal space between them.
Look at the Torah scroll for this
week's portion, and you will see

http://www.rabbisholomgold.com
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wide spans of white space inter-
dispersed between phrases of the
holy written words.

These white spaces are found
wherever the language of the
Torah or of the Prophets makes
use of poetry and song. It has
been said that these blank spaces
are symbolic to feelings so deep
and inexpressible that they cannot
be reduced to words of black ink
and are, instead, wordlessly
conveyed in the white empty
spaces.

It is with the crossing of the Red
Sea that the powerful feelings of
the redemption experience
emerge from the hearts of the
former slaves. Words of poetry
come to the surface. Song and
music demand expression. These
feelings have no precedent in all
that has come before in the biblical
narrative.

Today, many of us live lives of
prose. Day fades into the night,
and even years seem to march
along uneventfully with only rare
episodes of drama. Few of us
sing, and even fewer would feel
capable of poetry.

That is what is so amazing about
the Song of the Sea in this week's
Torah portion. Everyone sang. All
of Israel joined in the expression of
poetic exultation. Our sages tell us
that even the "lowly maid servant
on the sea saw more than the
prophet Yechezkeil" and sang!
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

B'SHALACH
B Why does G-D lead the Jewish
people on a longer path to prevent
them from returning to Egypt when
they experience conflict (see 13:17)?
Why doesn't He lead them on the
easier path and simply give the
Jewish people the courage to
overcome their fears when they
must fight?
C Why does G-D tell Moshe that the
Jews should camp specifically
before BAAL TZEFON (14:2)? What
relevance does this have to the
story?
D Why does the Torah share the
seemingly insignificant fact that
there were 12 springs and 70 palm
trees where the Jews camped in
Eilim (15:27)? This is even more
perplexing because the Torah
repeats these numbers when
recapping the travels of the Jews
through the desert in Parshat Mas'ei
(Bamidbar 33:9). 

Rabbi Lipman  is an educator, author, 
and community activist in Bet Shemesh.

He was a member of the 19th Knesset

ddlipman@gmail.com
The suggested answers are elsewhere

Ponder the questions first, then see further

Moshe led the all the men in the
song, and Miriam, all the women.

Perhaps it was the contrast
between generations of oppres-
sive slavery and the sudden
experience of utter freedom that
evoked song in everyone. Perhaps
it was the release from the deadly
fear of the approaching Egyptian
army that gave vent to unanimous
poetry. Or it might have been the
sight of the hated and dreaded
enemy drowning under the waves
that inspired all present to sing out
triumphantly. Most likely, it was all
of the above.

As readers of the weekly Torah
portion, each of us struggles to
relate what we study to our daily
lives. It is, therefore, important that
we use this week's narrative to
nurture our own poetic urge. 

The Talmud compares the miracle
of the Red Sea to quite ordinary
processes, such as finding a
spouse and earning a livelihood.
The Talmud does this to inspire us
to see the miraculous even in
everyday events. Our sages
realize the importance of poetry
and soul and wish to motivate us
to respond with poetry and song
even to mundane events. They

mailto:ddlipman@gmail.com
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want us to see the extraordinary in
the ordinary.

Of all the many Torah portions that
we have read this year, beginning
with B'reishit and continuing until
B'shalach, no biblical text is fully
incorporated into our daily liturgy.
Finally, from this week's portion,
the Song of the Sea was made
part of the daily Jewish liturgy,
recited every single day of the
year, weekday and Shabbat,
ordinary day or holiday.

The message is clear: Poetry and
song are vital for you. They are
evoked by the experience of
something very special. Every
living moment is very special. 



CHESED FUND
Your generous donations to our Chesed Fund
will help us help over 40 needy individuals and

families who turn to us for help.
Please make checks payable to the
"Chessed Fund" and send them to

Israel Center Chesed Fund
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk
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B'shalach

Shabbat of Song
The music of the Temple in ancient
Jerusalem must have been remark-
able.
The musicians were the Leviyim, their
mode a combination of vocal and
instrumental, their mood an oscilla-
tion between agony and ecstasy.

Look at the musical references in the
Book of Psalms with its chorus of
praise - and its chorus of lament; its
meditative instruments - and its
full-throated instruments of triumph
and joy.
Then came the time of trauma. The
Temple was destroyed. The Levite
choir came to an end. No-one could
sing the song of the Lord any more in
a land of exile.
Musical instruments were inappropri-
ate because there was no Temple.
Even at weddings, when nothing
could prevent the welling up of
human emotion, the music had to be
restricted.

Yet music had to have its place, and it
moved into the synagogue, the home
and the hall of study.

Synagogue music took three forms:
Biblical cantillation, prayer chant and,
eventually, choral singing.
The modes of cantillation varied
depending on the Book that was
being read. There were separate styles

of melody for the Chumash, the
haftarot and the megillot.

There were also ethnic differences
between Ashkenazim and Sephardim
and sub-groups within each tradition;
the ethnic differences reflected the
environment so that even today one
can discern styles of melody that
come, for example, from Germanic,
Russian, Roman and Spanish back-
grounds.

No-one can claim to have the original
cantillation, though all follow a
rhythm and pattern that must be
very ancient.
The prayer chant - "nussach" - was
also a matter of diversity in unity.
There was room for variety, but each
Jewish tradition had its own musical
theme for each occasion.
The officiant might improvise and go
off on a musical tangent, even bring-
ing in snatches of melodies from
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outside, but he always returned to
the standard mode.

Who was the officiant? The chazan
started off as the synagogue overseer
and became the resident expert in the
services. Originally without musical
training, he became a professional
precentor, sometimes bitterly criti-
cised for turning into a prima donna.

In many places the chazan was
supported by a rudimentary choir,
and eventually the choral music itself
became an art form and questions
arose as to how to control the
composition of the choir and the
conduct of the choristers.

At home it was Shabbat and festivals
that brought music to the table.
When the world was hostile, the
Jewish family was a sanctuary. When
it was cold outside, the Jewish home
was warm. Songs - often incorpora-
ting snatches of popular melody from
outside sources - were passed down
the generations, and it was no barrier
to lack a singing voice.

In the study hall a Talmudic sing-
song developed. As people studied
together they would dramatise the
development of the rabbinic argu-
ment by raising, lowering and varying
the voice. Children's melodies for
Ma Nishtana often recapture the
Talmudic melody.

All this deserves to be celebrated on
"Shabbat Shira", the Shabbat of Song.

Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs
at www.oztorah.com

http://www.oztorah.com
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
10:00 o'clock
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 Shabbat Shira
January 27th - 3:30pm

Phil Chernofsky

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Kiddushim

This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am • see p.34
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

11:10pm
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Astrology in the Exodus?
see also rabbisprecher.com

9:15am Mrs. Pearl Borow
Book(let) of OVADIYA

9:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Su/M/W/Th • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
followed by Maariv (5:30)

(until Feb 1)

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

4:15pm
Rabbi Zev Leff

5:20pm
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Ruth: 02 6287359;  Judy: 054-569-0410

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104

mailto:correjackie@gmail.com


OU Israel Center TT 1261    page 37 2B'shalach - Shira 5778

TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Rabbi Aaron Ziegler
in winter recess

TU BiShvat
9:00am

Rabbi Aharon Adler
Rendevous of

Torah & Science

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic & Hashkafic Issue
in Contemporary Society

11:30am - resumes Feb 7th
Rabbi Ian Pear

Meaning in Mitzvot

2:00 & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

9:00am
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub

Thursday the Rabbi gave his Drasha

11:30am - see p.39
Jan 25 YES - Feb 1 NO

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages in Chazal

11:30am - Feb 1st
Rabbi Jay Weinstein

12:15pm
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster

Mysticism and
Kabbala

3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

7:00pm - SPECIAL
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
TU BiSHVAT SEDER

See p.61 for details

7:30pm
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

7:00-9:45pm
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Book of Melachim

2:30pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current events in the
weekly haftara & parsha

Thank you to Yehuda Lave for
helping to make the shiur a reality

8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in Sho-f'tim

Jan 25 • 8:00pm
Rabbi Steven Weil

Operation Thunderbolt

Jan 25 • 8:00pm - no charge
Rabbi Zelig Pliskin

The Joy Club
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
T he Orthodox  Union -  via  i t s websi te  -  f ie lds quest ions of  a l l  t ypes in the  areas of  Kashrut , J ew ish  Law and
V a lues. Som e of  them  are  answered by Ere tz  Hem da, the  Inst i tute  f or A dvanced J ew ish Studies, J e rusa l em ,
headed by R av Yose f  Carm e l  and R av M oshe Ehrenre ich, f ounded by HaR av Shaul  Y israe l i  z t " l , to prepare
rabbanim  and dayanim  to serve  the  Nat iona l  R e l igious com m uni ty in  Israe l  and abroad. A sk the  R abbi  i s a
joint  venture  of  the  OU , Yerusha layim  Network, Ere tz  Hem da... and OU  Israe l ' s T orah T idbi ts.

Use of Salad Slicers on Shabbat

Question: May I use a salad slicer
(approximately, a hand-operated food
processor) on Shabbat? 

Answer: The gemara (Shabbat 74b)
states, according to the explanation of
several Rishonim, that cutting certain
vegetables into small pieces is a
Torah-level violation of tochein
(grinding). 

There are several lenient opinions that
limit the scope of this prohibition on
cutting. Some say (see Tosafot ad loc.)
that it applies only to foods that are
not edible whole, which makes cutting
them into small, edible pieces a
significant and thus forbidden change.
The Rambam (Shabbat 21:18) implies
that it is only when it is cut up in
preparation for its being cooked.
These two possibilities, and especially
when one connects them, logically
make cutting comparable to grinding
grains to be used for baking bread. A
further leniency is cited by many,
including the Rama (Orach Chayim
321:12), in the name of the Rashba
(Shut IV:75). The Rashba says that
cutting done soon before consumption

is considered part of the eating
process and not a forbidden melacha,
similar to the distinction regarding
borer (selecting). 

If one makes a standard salad right
before the Shabbat meal, it would thus
seem that there should be several
grounds to permit the matter.
However, there are a few difficulties in
allowing use of a salad slicer on
Shabbat. First, the Shulchan Aruch
(OC 321:12) considers the cutting into
small pieces of all vegetables, even not
for the purpose of cooking, as a
full-fledged violation of tochen.
Furthermore, the Magen Avraham
(321:15) is among those who are
unhappy with the leniency of cutting
soon before eating (see Mishna Berura
321:45), at least when the vegetables
are cut very small. 

In this regard, a simple compromise is
to indeed turn the device only enough
for the vegetables to, by and large, be
cut into relatively large pieces. Many
poskim point out that there are no
exact dimensions for what is
considered small, and that the matter
is relative to the normal preparation of
the salad (see Dirshu 321:59). There is
also a machloket about when a
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054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

vegetable is cut thin in one dimension
but remains larger in the other two
dimensions (and thus, for example, the
pieces still need to be chewed before
swallowing). Igrot Moshe (OC IV, 74) is
lenient on the matter, while some
others say that cutting thin in any
dimension is a problem (see Orchot
Shabbat 5:(12)). 

However, it is still a problem to use a
salad slicer because it is a utensil that
is made for the purpose of cutting into
small enough pieces to be considered
tochen. The Bi'ur Halacha (to 321:12)
follows the comparison that the
Rashba made to borer. For borer, it is
not enough that the selecting is done
for short-term use, but it also must not
use a utensil because that makes it
more work-like. Using a regular knife
that is used for cutting of all shapes
and sizes does not impact the
permissibility because that is the way
that permitted cutting is done as well.
However, when one uses a special set
of blades which is made for making
salads of small pieces, it is forbidden
even if he limits the use so that it does
not, in this case, produce small pieces
(ibid.). This is on two possible grounds.
One is that it turns the action into one
which is closer to classic tochen. The
other is that use of such a special
preparing machine is a violation of
uvdin d'chol, weekday-like activity,
even in cases when the melacha of
tochen does not apply to the object
being cut (Shulchan Aruch, OC 321:10). 

There are some types of salad prepa-

ration gadgets that always leave the
pieces quite large. It that case, it is
possible (some require that the pieces
be bigger than usual) that there is
neither a direct prohibition of tochen
nor a problem of uvdin d'chol (see
Shemirat Shabbat K'hilchata 6:3). We
cannot give you an opinion without
seeing the operation of the specific
appliance. In general, it is a good idea
to either prepare the salad before
Shabbat or use a regular knife.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

mailto:brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
mailto:info@eretzhemdah.org
mailto:beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Sanctity in Space
Adapted from Olat Re’iyah vol. I, p. 236;

Ein Eyah vol. I, p. 157

The Israelites, having miraculously
escaped death at the hands of the
Egyptian army, sang a beautiful song of
praise and thanksgiving for their Divine
rescue - Shirat HaYam. The song
concludes with the national aspiration
to be settled in the Land of Israel,
experiencing God’s Presence in the
Temple on Mount Moriah:

oFk̄n̈ ½L §z «̈l£g«©p x©́d§A ÆFn ¥̧rḦ¦z§e Fn À¥̀ ¦a §Y
:Li «¤cï E¬p£pF «M ïpŸc' £̀ W ¾̈c§T ¦n ' ®d Ÿ §l ©rR̈ ²L §Y§a ¦W§l

“Bring [the people] and plant them on
the Mount You possess. To the place of
Your dwelling that You prepared, God -
the Temple, God, that Your hands have
founded” (Sh'mot 15:17).

The Sages noted that the word Mikdash
(Temple) is sandwiched between God’s
Names. “Great is the Temple, since it
was placed between two Divine
Names” (B'rachot 33a). What is the
significance of this fact?

In general, we need to examine how it
is possible that a unique level of
sanctity may be restricted to a
particular location. What relationship
can there be between holiness - a
boundless, non-physical quality - and
the boundaries of physical space? How

can God’s Presence be confined to a
specific structure?

Spatial Sanctity
In truth, we cannot fathom the mystery
of holiness limited to a particular place.
However, we can recognize the logical
benefit in designating a location as a
focal point for people to gather
together with the sacred aim of
honoring God. Such a center serves to
advance humanity’s moral and spiritual
progress.

Of course, the Creator of the human
soul knows its inner workings. God
knows that designating sanctity to a
particular place is necessary for our
spiritual growth.

This perhaps explains the significance
of two Names of God surrounding the



www.gabairealestate.com
FOR SALE:

SAIDOFF - over 130m, 3 spacious bedrooms,
large living area, upgraded kitchen, 21st floor,
exceptional views. Pool, gym, 24-hr guard, shul in
building. Walking distance to Shaarei Chesed,
Nachlaot and the Kotel. Succah balcony, storage
and parking
OLD KATAMON - New and rare on the market!
Small, new, boutique bldg, 110m, Shabbat elev.,
storage, parking, 15m succah balcony, 
3 bedrooms, one is master en-suite, central a/c,
underfloor heating, well lit. Asking 4,500,000NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL, Ha’ari - 60m, 3 rooms,
ground floor with wheelchair access, balcony.
Great for investment or residence 
ACROSS FROM FIRST STATION - pastoral and
green, lovely 150m, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bathrooms,
Private entrance, breathtaking view of Har
Habayit on a 40m succah terrace
SHAAREI CHESED/NACHALAT ACHIM -
RARE - private semi-attached house of 260m, on a
260m lot, beautifully reconstructed, 5 bedrooms, 
4 full baths, private roof w/additional bldg rights,
huge garden, separate entrance for added unit,
short walk to KKL St., Wolfson, Machane Yehuda
NACHALAT ACHIM, Ibn Sapir - New bldg,
parking, storage, Shabbat elev, succah balcony
w/breathtaking view, 3 bedrooms incl. one en suite
EFRAT - Amazing price reduction! Brand new
cottage with over 200m in the popular Village
project. Upgraded 5 bedroom property plus
basement and parking, large outside space, great
view, perfect family home. Asking 2,900,000NIS

FOR RENT:
RECHAVIA, Narkis - Luxury apartment,
underfloor heating, central a/c, elevator,
underground parking. Approx 170m with succah
balcony, incredible renovation, 4 bedrooms, 2 of
which are master en suite, can be furnished or not.
Asking 18,000NIS /month
RECHAVIA - Amazing garden apartment, private
entrance, 3 rooms, 1.5 bathrooms, beautiful
garden, immediate entrance. Asking 5500NIS /mo

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com
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word Mikdash. God’s Name indicates
the way we call out to God and how we
relate to Him. Our relationship to God,
within the context of the Temple, has
two aspects. The first is due to the
intrinsic sanctity of the Temple, the
pinnacle of holiness in the universe. We
connect with this inner holiness on a
deep emotional level. It inspires our
imagination to spiritual greatness,
instilling powerful yearnings for good-
ness and holiness. This is the first Divine
Name associated with the Temple.

The second aspect of the Temple stems
from its collective benefit for us as
social beings. The Temple served as a
central location for people to gather
together for common spiritual goals,
bolstering the moral resolve and
aspirations of the entire nation. This
aspect of the Temple’s spiritual
influence - one that is accessible to
human logic - corresponds to the
second Divine Name.

In fact, the text hints to both of these
aspects. Regarding the intrinsic
holiness of the Temple, it says, “The
place of Your dwelling that You
prepared.” God Himself prepared the
Temple’s unfathomable sanctity, inspir-
ing and uplifting those entering its
gates.

Regarding the Temple’s function as a
spiritual center for the nation, the verse
continues, “The Temple, that Your
hands have founded.” This is an indirect
process, through ‘God’s hands’ - the
consequential benefit of the Temple as
a center for our collective aspirations, a
focal point to advance humanity’s true
fulfillment. 

http://www.gabairealestate.com
mailto:yaniv@gabairealestate.com
mailto:eliagabai@gmail.com
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Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

Long gone from bookstores,
this wonderful anthology is
great CHIZUK for those who live
in Israel and a not-so-gentle
nudge, thought-provoker, and
a challenge for the others.
70å (in honor of Israel's 70th)
at the Front Desk (while supply lasts)

 ...aẄÏ ©e ...md̈Ï ©e
These are just two examples from
B'shalach... (many similar words)
Ashkenazic pronunciation is 
VA-YAw-HAwM, VA-YAw-SHAwV... 
No distinction between the KAMATZes.
S'fardic (Israeli) pronunciation does
distinguish between KAMATZ GADOL 
and KAMATZ KATAN. VA-YA-HAwM or
VA-YA-HOM, VA-YA-SHAwV... These
words are all MIL-EIL accented.

Teachings of the Maharal

Ben Azai's Greater
Torah Principle

Netiv Ahavat Rei'a 1:2,51 - As
opposed to Rabbi Akiva's great
principle - love your fellow as your
self - Ben Azai proposed a greater
principle - "This is the book of the
toldot [children, history] of man on
the day of man's creation, in the
Image of Elokim He made him"
[B'reishit 5:1]. In the sense that
Adam was created with [the
potential to have] children, [think
DNA], the divine image was
completed, for if he had no progeny,
His image would have been
diminished. The rabbis said anyone
not involved in pirya v'rivya [repro-
duction] diminishes His Image
[Yevamot 63b], as it says, "in the
image of Elokim He made him"
[B'reishit 5:1], then immediately after,
"and you be fruitful and multiply"
[5:2]. The Image must remain
forever, and when he is involved in
the reproductive act, he causes to
be formed His Image and form,
which is called the complete
formation, which Ben Azai terms the
greater principle. This is specifically
when he has toldot [children], (note -
which he himself never had), he can

fulfill the divine image. All the Torah
explains how a man can reach this
exalted level (through mitzvot and
learning Torah).  This is how Torat
Kohanim explains it.

The verse "this is the book of the
toldot of man" can mean all the
potential deeds, including progeny
were created in the divine image,
and this is broader than "love your
neighbor as yourself". Suppose a
person does not like himself! If he
considers himself shameful, his
fellow would likewise be considered
shameful. Ben Azai's principle is
better, as the rule of Torah dictates
that the sumum bonum is the
achievement by man of the Image of
Elokim.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr

Ed. note: Sumum bonum means the highest good,
especially as the ultimate goal according to which
values and priorities are established in an ethical
system.

http://www.jerusalem-management.com
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supervision
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Call
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Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com

http://www.nachmankahana.com
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JERUSALEM GEOGRAPHY II
More interesting Street Names
in the Holy City
HaNassi Shul - 24 Ussishkin
25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students

NO LECTURE JANUARY 27th - next lectures:

H Feb 3 at 8:00pm - Ha-Ilui Street

I Feb 10 at 8:00pm - Jan Smuts Street

The Destiny Foundation and Rabbi Wein thank
its members and friends for making the

PREMIER OF DESTINY'S LATEST FILM
"DISTORTIONS & ILLUSIONS 1920-1929"

the great success that it was
Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54

Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

The Pharaoh of Egypt has finally
relented and freed the Jewish
people from their centuries of
slavery and persecution and allowed
them to leave his country. Even
though he was forced to do so by
continuing plagues and disasters
that fell upon him and his people,
nevertheless freeing the Jewish
people was a noble thing that he
accomplished. Yet, as is the want of
all tyrants and evil people, he does
not view his behavior and action as
being noble and praiseworthy.
Instead he is convinced that he has
made a grave error and in order to
correct that mistake, immobilizes his
army in order to force the Jewish
people back into Egyptian slavery. 

He has second thoughts about what
he did and is determined to revert
once again to tyranny and murder in
order to "correct" his previous error.
It is this process of regretting the
good and repeating the evil that will
prove to be his ultimate undoing. 

In Judaism, second thoughts and
regret are usually reserved for the
process of repentance for misdeeds

and earlier mistakes and sins. The
first step in the process of repen-
tance is experiencing full and sincere
regret at having been guilty of
wrong behavior and forbidden
actions. Second thoughts are
reserved for good and for improve-
ment, not for backtracking and
sorrow over what one has done in
his or her life. 

The reason that regret can transform
previous wrongs into positive action
and serve as a token of forgiveness
for that action is that second
thoughts, the true reflection of what
we believe and feel, reveal our true
intent and our inner desires. If we are
able to regret evil that means that
we are determined to pursue good

mailto:nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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and therefore the Lord will accept, so
to speak, our wishes and convert the
previous fall into a positive step, in
the direction of obedience and holi-
ness.

The Pharaoh's second thoughts
reveal his true nature and what he
felt and desired. He never intended
to release the Jewish people from
bondage and only did so under the
pressure of the death of the firstborn
in the Egyptian nation. However,
once that initial shock was removed
and his true nature began to exhibit
itself, Pharaoh pursues the children
of Israel and is determined to
destroy them and bring them back
into Egyptian slavery. 

The Torah teaches us here that our
second thoughts in life reveal to a
great extent who we are and what
path in life we wish to pursue. Many
times we are forced to do good
things because of social pressures
and other unholy motives. When
these disappear so does our desire
to do good. And the same is true in
the opposite vein. 

Sometimes we are forced to do
things that are really repugnant to us
because of outside pressures that we
cannot control. But we regret having
done so because our inner self only
desires good and a sincere
attachment to God and His Torah.
So, to a great extent, it is our second
thoughts that reveal our true selves
and reveal to all who we really are. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers

B The Rambam teaches that G-D
performs miracles to change the laws
of nature when necessary, but He will
never interfere to change a person's
character. This, explains Rabbi
Yechezkel Levenstein, is why G-D had
to take this more complicated
approach to prevent the Jews from
returning to Egypt. 

C Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky answers
that the Jews camping before Baal
Tzefon is critical to the story, because it
explains why Par'o had a change of
heart and decided to chase after the
Jewish people. Baal Tzefon was an
Egyptian god. Par'o convinced himself
that the Jews camped before this god
because they could not pass it,
demonstrating that the Jewish G-D was
not all-powerful and that Par'o could
bring the Jews back to slavery.

D The Ramban quotes the Midrash
which teaches that the 12 springs
correspond to the 12 tribes and the 70
palm trees to the 70 elders. He explains
that as G-D was taking the Jews from
slavery and bringing them to the level
where they could accept the Torah at
Sinai, they had to understand two
things: that they themselves were
significant, and that they had to rely on
their spiritual leaders in order to fulfill
the Torah. Thus, he gave each tribe its
own spring of water to let them
understand how special they were, and
also impress upon them how
important it is to respect their elders,
with 70 palm trees given to the nation
in their honor. 
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FOR RENT OLD KATAMON - Rachel Imeinu St.
beautiful penthouse, 4.5 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 2 large
terraces of 30m, renovated, parking, exclusive, 9800NIS/mo
OLD TALPIOT CLOSE TO BAKA Large 3 rms, 72m,
first floor, good shape, bright, good deal! 1,600,000NIS

RECHAVIA - Nice 2.5 rooms, 60m, stone building,
elevator, quiet, with possibility to turn it into 3 rooms,
quiet, good deal! 1,980,000NIS

ARNONA - Beautiful, 3 rooms, modern building, Shabbat
elevator, balcony with view, bright, storage room, parking,
exclusive, 2,190,000NIS

GERMAN COLONY - 3 rooms+ separate unit, ground
floor, succah balcony, beautifully renovated, quiet, good
investment! 2,900,000NIS

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLECH -
Beautiful 4 rooms, 108m, in small new building, Shabbat
elevator, Succah balcony, master bedroom, three directions,
storage room, parking, rare!
OLD KATAMON - great new penthouse, 5 rooms, 170m,
small modern building, Shabbat elevator, large terrace,
50m living room, 4 directions, 2 parking slots, storage
room, exclusive

Nachi Reality • 054-461-3943
• Under market in Rechavia!- 4 rooms, 100m in

the Wolfson tower for only 2,790,000NIS.
Shabbat elevator, nice view

• GREAT DEAL - Katamon, Elazar HaModa'i
street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone
building, 1.5 floors up with mirpeset, parking. 
Only 2,440,000NIS

• Stunning Brand New Bldg in Arnona, Spacious 
3 rooms, 87m, 16m mirpeset, 2 full bathrooms,
3rd floor, handicap access with Shabbat elevator,
parking and storage. 2,150,000NIS

ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (BO) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: Matza until Yom...

To explain, once again. FPTL stands for
Front Page Top Left (we really need a
better name for this TTriddle), which is
a TTriddle located on the Front Page
Top Left, right under the TT logo and
website. It most often relates to the
issue number, rather than the usual
TTriddles with relate to the sedra of the
week and sometimes to the calendar.
This means that one usually knows the
answer to the FPTL TTriddle in advance.
This week's, the answer is 1260. But
how to get there? That is the TTriddle. 

We use to Bible gimatriya programs,
both of which allow inputting a
number. The results include words (if
any), whole p'sukim (if any), and
phrases (of which there are usually
many), whose gimatriya is the TT issue
number of the week.

Words are words and p'sukim are
p'sukim. Phrases are partial p'sukim;
most often, they do not stand on their
own. One more point: when a word,
pasuk, or phrase is from the weekly
sedra, it is usually favored for FPTL
status, because of its double nature.

For Parshat Bo, we found a phrase that
lent itself for this FPTL. Sh'mot 12:18
commands us to eat matza on Seder
night (in the words of the pasuk - In the
first month, on the 14th of the month in
the evening - unusual wording, since
we call the Seder night the eve of the
15th of Nisan). The pasuk continues
with the mitzva of eating matza (mitzva
but not obligation, as the first night is)
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To rah Tidbits distributio n is
a vo luntary, peo ple-based
effo rt... The fo llo wing co m-
munities are in need o f assistance:
Tz'fat, Giv'at Sh'muel, Tel Aviv,

Zichron Yaakov, Moreshet
If yo u can help, even o ne week, please
call To ni at 05 05 -772-111. Thank yo u.

Having a Brit?
KISEI SHEL ELIYAHU

Available to borrow
from the OU Israel Center

For details, call
Marion Silman 052-240-7078

until day THE FIRST AND TWENTY OF
THE MONTH, AT NIGHT. The partial
pasuk we are looking for is ...HA'ECHAD
V'ESRIM YOM LACHODESH BA'EREV.
5+1+8+4 (18) + 6+70+300+200+10+40
(626) + 30+8+4+300 (342) + 2+70+200
+2 (274) = 1260.

[2] The first words-only naanu'im
prompt

In Hallel on Sukkot, the Chazan Leads
us (or prompts us) to waive the Lulav &
Etrog by doing his own naanu'im as he
says HODU LASHEM KI TOV KI L'OLAM
CHASDO. Then he prompts a second
wave of waiving when he says YOMAR
NA YISRAEL and does his naanu'im.
Later, he and we have two more sets of
waiving for ANA HASHEM HOSHI'A NA,
twice. And then another two HODUs.
All of this was naanu'im prompting
naanu'im. Many also do naanu'im when
they respond HODU LASHEM to the
Chazan's YOM'RU NA, twice. But these
times, the Chazan only says the two
lines and the kahal only does naanu'im.
the first words only prompt for
naanu'im is YOM'RU NA BEIT AHARON
KI IL'OLAM CHASDO. 10+1+40+200+6
(257) + 50+1 (51) + 2+10+400 (412) +
1+5+200+50 (256) + 20+10 (30) +
30+70+6+30+40 (176) + 8+60+4+6 (78)
= 1260, making this another FPTL
TTriddle but one that was not

presented on the Front Page at all.  

[3] Beit Yisrael, the Gola, Beinot
LaGalgal, haSochein

Parshat Bo's words BO EL PAR'O... occur
three times. In addition, we find BO EL
BEIT YISRAEL, ...HAGOLA, and ...BEINOT
LAGALGAL (something in Kodesh Ha-
Kodashim in the Mikdash) in Yechez-
keil, and BO EL HASOCHEIN in Yesha-
yahu. One more in B'reishit has the
other meaning of BO EL...

[4] Oxymoron: my father, go, gave,
my servant

An oxymoron is a figure of speech in
which apparently contradictory terms
appear in conjunction (e.g., faith
unfaithful kept him falsely true ). The
TTriddle looks at the oxymoron LO
CHEIN (no yes). Yosef objected to his
father's switching his hands to place his
right hand on Efrayim. He said, LO
CHEIN AVI, my father. In Bo, Par'o said
to Moshe's request/demand that all the
Jews should go into the Midbar to
serve HaShem, LO CHEIN L'CHU NA
HAG'VA- RIM, go with the adults. In
B'haalot'cha, HaShem contrasts
Moshe's prophecy to that of all other
Neviim - LO CHEIN AVDI MOSHE, not so
My servant Moshe. In Sho-f'tim, Moshe
contrasts Bnei Yisrael to the other
nations which have practi- tioners of
the occult, LO CHEIN NATAN... not so
G-d gave to you.
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Jonathan Rosenblum, DPM
• 050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

HANDYMAN
Fix All - One Call • No Job Too Small

Senior Discount, US Highest
Standards, Licensed, Guaranteed,

Kashering, Dati, References

CALL YONAH NOW
052-309-8891

Our search for Gimatriya Matches (or
Gimatriya Twins) involves putting in
a pasuk or partial pasuk or a word
into one of two programs, each of
which returns words, p'sukim, and
phrases with the same numeric
value. It is then up to us to figure out
something nice to say about the
match - or - as is more likely, we can't
find something nice to say, in which
case, the match is only numeric.

For example...

In Parshat B'shalach, we find Shirat
HaYom. Shirat HaYam concludes
with the relatively short pasuk -
HASHEM YIMLOCH L'OLAM VA'ET -
G-d shall reign forever!

The gimatriya of this pasuk is surpris-
ingly low. HaShem's name is 26. This
is followed by 10+40+30+20 (100) +
30+70+30+40 (170) + 6+70+4 (80) =
376. With such a low gimatriya, the
likelihood of matching numeric

value to single words is high.

And sure enough, 376 is the
gimatriya of the word SHALOM.

We can say that when all Jews - and
all people of the world - will
recognize that HaShem is the One
and Only G-d, then there will be
peace in the world.

And remember that SHALOM is also
considered one of G-d's names.
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

Who Owns the Body?
Last time we started discussing the
halachic definition of ownership of
embryos. Last week we viewed the
relationship between the couple as a
partnership and one party is not
permitted to dissolve the partnership.
Similarly the man or woman cannot
decide to use the embryos against the
will of the other party. 

However this approach assumes that a
person has ownership over parts of
their body and that their body belongs
to them to use as they wish. But we do
not believe that a person actually has
total control over their body, rather
one is prohibited from damaging their
body since their body does not belong
to them but belongs to the Almighty.
For this reason a person is not allowed
to smoke since this damages the body
and we are commanded "and you shall
guard your body very carefully"
(D'varim 4:15). Therefore the embryos
do not actually belong to the couple
and are not considered a financial
entity any more than a person's arm or
heart could be thought of as an
independent article. 

On the other hand this is only the case
when dealing with the body or limbs
that are connected to the body. But
embryos are not connected to the
body and may be in a different cate-

gory. For example, can a person sell
their own hair after it has been cut?
The halacha permits this since once
the hair is removed from the body it is
considered a separate object and the
person now "owns" the hair. 

The same seems to be the case with
embryos; in vivo, inside the body, they
are part of the body and cannot be
bought and sold, but when they leave
the body they can be viewed as a
distinct item and have a "monetary"
value.

A similar case is the man who
"deposits" seed in the bathhouse that
later impregnates a woman who
becomes pregnant. The question is
whether the man is considered the
father of any child born. This is
debated among the halachic author-
ities and the consensus is that he is
seen as the father. As such it would
appear that in the case of frozen
embryos he is considered the father as
well and he would be a part owner of
the embryos. As such, the ownership
of the embryos is a partnership
between the man and the woman who
created them and neither of them can
take the embryos for their own use
without the other party agreeing. 

More on this next week

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman

http://www.puahonline.org
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Old Katamon - new garden apt of 211m,
private garden of 85m + 16m balcony, 
6 rooms, 3 bathrooms, two parking spots,
very attractive price

Old Katamon - brand new penthouse, 
6 rooms, 3 bath, 182m, with 65m of terraces
facing amazing views, highest level of
renovation, Shabbat elevator, 
2 private parking and storage

Rechavia - spacious apt, 4 rooms, 
2.5 bathrooms, 170m with 3 balconies, 
very spacious master bedroom, 2nd floor,
Shabbat elevator, private parking, storage
room

Talbieh - gorgeous 4 room penthouse,
200m built with 100m of balconies, view,
4th floor, Shabbat elevator, storage room,
private land. Asking $2,380,000 

Shaarei Chessed - Duplex garden apt in a
new bldg, 6 rooms, 3 bath, 207m,
double-height ceilings, high standard
quality finishes. Asking $2,100,000 

German Colony - 203m, 7 room apt., 
3.5 bathrooms, 101m garden, Succah
balcony, 2 private parking and storage

German Colony - astonishing 520m
private villa, 30m balconies, 450m private
garden, swimming pool, built on 4 levels,
divided into 12 rooms, featuring private
elevator, 4 private parking spots and
storage room.

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

The parsha commences with the words:
VAYHI B'SHALACH PAR'O ET HAAM,
and proceeds to describe the exact route
the People of Israel took as they finally
set out on the path to freedom. The
Torah describes how we intentionally
tread upon a route which was calculated
to lead any observer to the conclusion
that we had lost our bearings, and were
wandering aimlessly. This tactic was
intended to bring Par'o and the Egyptian
people to reconsider their earlier decision
(MA ZOT ASWINU - What have we
done?), and regret having ever sent us
out of their land. The point and purpose
of this plan would later become clear to
all, as Par'o gave chase and ultimately
found his demise at the Red Sea. This
account could easily lead us to think that
if not for our small act of trickery, the
Egyptians would have been satisfied with
their decision to send us off. Here we
return to the parsha's first pasuk, and
more pointedly to the opening word
VAYHI. The Yalkut Shimoni notes that
the word VAYHI should be understood
as if it said: VAY - meaning 'woe is to
me'. According to the Midrash, Par'o and
the People of Egypt were already
mourning their decision at the very
moment it was implemented - upon
seeing the Jews leave they were already
wondering: "What have we done?"

The Midrash describes the feeling as akin
to the feeling of remorse experienced
when with an utter lack of fore-sight the
townspeople banish and send away their
community doctor - who will fill his
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place and take care of the children if they
fall ill?

As with so much else in the Torah, this
description apparently foreshadows so
many future events which will take place
throughout Jewish history. The pattern
seems clear. Jews arriving in foreign
lands are initially welcomed, however,
sooner or later, anti semites rise up with
hatred in their hearts and try to force the
Jews out of their clubs and hotels ("Jews
and dogs not allowed"), and later on
from their communities and land. When
the Jewish People finally get the
message and leave, the host population
invariably comes to regret its actions.

Historical examples are plentiful. In
recent history we have seen the example
of the Arab world. Jews had been part of
the warp and woof of these societies for
generations.

It is a sobering thought to consider that
in 1945 there were approximately
900,000 Jews in Arab and Moslem
countries, today only relatively few
remain.

A vast majority - nearing 90% - of the
Jewish population in Iraq, Yemen and
Libya, had left by the early 1950s. This
mass exodus was often a direct result of
violence propagated against the local
Jewish population. (For example, 150
Jews were killed during a pogrom in Iraq
in 1941. In Egypt, their citizenship was
revoked. In other countries, such as
Morocco or Tunisia, the exodus of the
Jews in the 1960s was not the result of
expulsion but rather the result of the end
of French colonial rule, and the
opportunity which presented itself to try
and carve out a "better life" in greener
pastures, whether it be Israel, Europe or

North America. (Interestingly there are
still some 5000 Jews in Morocco till
today).

As opposed to our exodus from Egypt,
where we left B'rechush Gadol,
throughout history we have often been
forced not only to abandon assets and
properties, but to leave our possessions
behind as well, as we fled persecution in
our host countries. This was certainly the
case with the modern exodus from most
Arab countries. Today, many years later,
there is talk of restitution for these Jews,
but it seems nothing can be expected in
the foreseeable future.

Returning to the opening verse of the
parsha, we find that the route we took,
which on the one hand was intended to
bring the Egyptians to regret what had
transpired, at the same time, was
designed not to bring us to a similar
conclusion. HKB"H steered us away
from Derech Eretz P'lishtim "Pen
Yinachem Ha'am Bir'otam Milchama",
the Almighty did not lead the Jewish
People out of Egypt by way of the land
of the Plishtim lest they regret when they
see war and return to Egypt.

Just as the Egyptians had so quickly
changed their tune, so too the Israelites
could have potentially regretted their
courageous leap of faith into the arid and
deadly desert. The Targum explains that
the "war" referred to in our verse, is not a
potential war against the Philistines, but
rather an allusion to a war which had
predated the Biblical exodus by some
thirty years: "When warriors of the tribe
of Efrayim (Bnei Efrayim)... went out of
Egypt thirty years too soon, by dint of
having miscalculated the end of the
exile, and… were all killed in battle."
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Rav Aharon Adler’s
Monthly English Lecture

Sunday, Jan 28th at 20:00

Beit Knesset Ohel Nehama
3 Chopin St. Jerusalem

TU Bishvat Customs
All are invited

BEN MAIMON, RECHAVIA
Prestigious apartment in beautifully restored

historic building opp. PM's residence. 245m, 4
large bedrooms including huge master bedroom
and pampering spa. Gym. Accessorised kitchen.

Spacious lounge. 3 bathrooms, Succa terrace,
deck garden, storage, parking

NCSY's  Honor Society
Annual Israel Dessert Reception

at the OU Israel Center
Sunday, February 18th, '18 • 8:00pm • xe`

g"ryz'd xc` 'cl
Honoring our 2018 Israel Awardees

Dvorah & Ben Gasner
140å per person • For info, reservations

and/or to placean ad in the Reception
Journal - Ita Rochel at (02) 560-9125

Herein too lies a lesson for the ages:
When we leave the Diaspora it is only
natural to be beset by self-doubt and
regret: Have we made the right decision?
Are we prepared for all the potential
dangers which may lie ahead? Maybe we
should just forget everything and turn
back? Second guessing such a life-
altering decision is only normal. Parshat
B'shalach teaches us that careful
planning is needed in order to avoid such
psychological pitfalls. The Torah teaches
us that the decision to leave diaspora
behind - although immensely important
and commendable - is still not enough.
V'LO NACHAM ELOKIM - If the exact
route - the exact blueprint - of each
specific family's Aliya is not properly
charted out in advance then the scepter
of "Pen Yinachem Ha'am" becomes a
real concern.

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

MON Jan 29th - 12:30pm • Library
Dr. Jay Levinson - “The Jewish Community of Cuba”

TUE Jan 30th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½ hrs • English subtitles
Yid'l Mit'n Fid'l - Classic, starring Molly Picon - A young woman
posing as a man in a group of klezmer musicians in Poland, meets
another fiddler, a boy, and falls in love with him. The result is comic
scenes in which Ms. Picon demonstrates her superb talents. One of
our most popular Yiddish films!

WED Jan 31st - 12:30pm • Library
Rabbi Zev Leff - Thoughts on Tu Bishvat

THU Feb 1st - NO VIDEO

Gemach - Free Loan Society The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

Root & Branch Association Lectures at the OU Israel Center, Jerusalem

Thursday, February 1st • 7:30pm

Experiences in US Foreign Service in North Africa
Mr. Aaron Braunstein 
Founding President - Jewish Covenant Alliance • covenantalliance.org
Program Chair: Dr. Les Glassman • MC: Mr. Lowell Joseph Gallin
Regular Israel Center Admission Fees • Info: 054-200-1268
Lecture YouTube code: YT/RB/18/2

"That's NOT What I Meant!" --- Avoiding Misunderstandings
Learn how to pick up when people are being unclear and how to word your message so that
you can avoid misunderstandings. This seminar will help you avoid problems and improve

relationships at home, at work...in any situation...
Given by Rabbi Shlomo Kory at the Israel Center

Thursday, February 1st, 7:30-9:00pm • 25NIS (30NIS non-members)
For more info: B 052-763-7029   C shlomokory@gmail.com   D www.nlpjerusalem.com

mailto:shlomokory@gmail.com
http://www.nlpjerusalem.com
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Breitowitz's Sunday shiur

sponsored by Mel & Pessy Krausz David
Please join us at the OU Israel Center in wishing Mel
a refuah shleima: Menachem Mendel ben Toba Rivka

Rabbi Sprecher's shiur (Sun Jan 21)
sponsored by Dr. Peter Hackett

in memory of his wife
Rivka bat Mordechai d"r

Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur (Tue Jan 23)
sponsored by

Menachem & Chanie Persoff
in Loving memory of Chanie's father

Harav Yitzchak Safran l"f
Yahrzeit - hay i"g

Mrs. Smiles's shiur (Tue Jan 30)
sponsored by Miriam Goldfarb

l"f oerny oa ozp p"rl
on his first yahrzeit

Day of Learning (Thu, 16 Shvat, Feb 1)
Sponsored by

Rabbi Yehoshua & Yocheved Bienenfeld
l"f xlwpie sqei mely oa dnly onlw p"rl

To sponsor a shiur, call Chana (02) 560-9128

UPCOMING
Monday, February 12th • 8:00pm

Preparing for Freedom:
Rav Ahron Soloveichik's lessons

from the Four Parshiyot

by Dr. David Luchins

TU Bishvat
Seder
with Rabbi

Shmuel Herschler
Leil TU Bishvat

TUE, January 30th
7:00pm

Wine, Fruits, Mezonot
25NIS per person

Call to reserve 560-9125

SHABBAT ZACHOR • Feb 23,24
Details next week

But don't let that stop you from
calling to reserve

Ita Rochel 560-9125
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Torah MiTzion was established with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around the globe. 
Over the past twenty two years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host communities 
through a network of Religious Zionist Kollels. These Divrei Torah originally appeared in Torah Mitzion's 
weekly publication, Shabbat MiTzion

Mitzvot Associated with the Land of Israel
by Rabbi Moshe Bloom
This d'var Torah was written in collaboration with
Machon HaTorah Ve'Haaretz, the Institute for Torah
and the Land of Israel - in honor of TU BiShvat.

According to the Sefer HaChinuch, there
are more than 45 mitzvot that are
considered mitzvot hateluyot ba'aretz.

Anyone who has a garden next to their
home in Israel, has the merit of addressing
many halachic issues; below are just a few:

1. Kilei z'ra'im: The prohibition of
planting different types of seeds in close
proximity to one another. Halacha
determines the minimum permitted
distance between different types of plants
so as not to transgress this prohibition.
There are different categories of plants,
and each has its individual guidelines. 

2. Kilei Ilan: Some of our fruit trees today
are grafted in a prohibited manner. The
majority ruling forbids planting, watering,
and cultivating such saplings. People need
to be able to identify which trees are
grafted in a prohibited fashion; which ones
are sometimes grafted in a prohibited
manner and sometimes in a permissible
manner (in order to clarify how the sapling
they purchased was grafted); which trees
are always grafted in a permissible way;
and which trees are never grafted
whatsoever.

3. Terumot & ma'asrot: There is nothing
more joyous than picking the fruits in your
garden and eating them after taking
terumot and ma'asrot with a b'racha. I'll
never forget when a relative of mine flew
in from the United States to visit my

parents, who live in a yishuv. My father
invited him out to the garden, they picked
grapes together from the grapevine, and
then made the b'racha on separating
terumot and ma'asrot. This relative was so
excited, as this was the first time he
merited taking terumot and ma'asrot with
a b'racha , and since the Biblical (d'oraita)
injuction is to take terumot and ma'asrot
from "dagan tirosh v'yitzhar", grain, wine
(grapes) and (olive) oil!

4. The laws of orlah: The calculation of
the orlah year is not so clear-cut, since the
halachic age of the tree might be different
than its botanical age. Generally speaking,
when buying a sapling in a nursery and
planting it at home, you need to begin
counting the years of orlah all over again,
unless certain halachic criteria are met in
the nursery.

To our great sorrow, as the Beit HaMikdash
has not yet been rebuilt and for additional
reasons, it is still impossible to perform all
of the mitzvot associated with the Land in
Israel in their entirety. In the meantime, we
try to observe them in their basic form,
and keep the mitzvot that are applicable
today with great joy and gratitude to
Hashem.

The Institute for Torah and the Land of
Israel, founded 30 years ago in Gush Katif,
probes the practical application of the
mitzvot associated with the Land of Israel.
Recently, the Institute opened up an
English department to meet the needs of
English speakers who live in Israel and
abroad. 
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Are you having trouble
controlling the way you eat?
Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous

(FA) is a 12-Step Program for individuals
suffering from food obsession,

overeating, under-eating and bulimia.

NEW MEETING!! Every Friday morning at
Mevakshei Derech Synagogue,

Shai Agnon 22, Jerusalem at 8:30AM

Everyone is welcome, for more
information, call 058-535-0073 or
058-513-1253 -or- visit our website

www.foodaddicts.org

THE CLOUD BY DAY AND
THE FIRE BY NIGHT

In the olden days people used to
keep regular hours. When the sun
set, people might stay up a bit and
do their work by the light of a candle,

but for the most part they slept when
it was dark. With the invention of the
lightbulb, it made longer work hours
possible. We are so used to having
light in our homes - we can work day
and night. That is how the life in
Egypt for the slaves is depicted in
the children's song by Shirley Cohen
that I grew up with - "work, work,
work every day and every night,
work, work, work when its dark and
when its light."
In this week's portion, the Jews leave
the life of slavery in Egypt. We would
assume it would be for an easier
lifestyle. So a verse in this week's
portion is a bit puzzling. We are told
that God traveled before the nation
by day as a pillar of cloud - ANAN, to
guide them along the way. And at
night, God appeared before them as
a pillar of fire, providing them with
light. The verse continues, "They
could thus travel day and night"
(13:21). Wouldn't it be exhausting to
travel all day and all night? Wouldn't
it be worse than the back-breaking
work they did when they were slaves
in Egypt? Aren't they supposed to be
free now?
Rashbam says that just at the
beginning of their journey in the

http://www.foodaddicts.org
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desert, when Par'o was on their tail,
did they travel both during the day
and at night. This was to make it
clear to Par'o that they were not
planning to return to Egypt. This
made him decide to run after them
and caused Egypt's final downfall,
their drowning in the sea.
Ibn Ezra explains that to move such
a large camp even a short distance,
would take a long time. Therefore,
God gave them the ability to travel
both during the day and at night so
they could actually make some
progress.
Rabeinu Bachya says that this
actually showed their anxiousness to
receive the Torah, they were in a
hurry to get to mount Sinai and God
enabled them to be able to travel
morning & night to get there quickly. 

The cloud and the fire werren't there
to make us work hard, but rather so
a young nation running to the wilder-
ness of the desert could feel God's
presence with them at all time. They
could leave their slavery behind them
and learn to trust that God would
protect them always. This would help
prepare them for accepting the
Torah. 

FRUIT ON A CLOUD
With TU Bishvat around the corner -
and with the portion talking about the
cloud, the perfect dessert would be a
fruit salad topped with whipped
cream as the cloud. And this way
your TU bishvat celebration will be
with fruits from Israel and not dried
fruits imported from other countries.N
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ParshaPix explanations
Upper-left are the Pillar of Cloud by day • and
the Pillar of Fire by night • Below them is the
Davka Judaica Clipart scene of the splitting of
the sea • Tambourine is TOF MIRIAM • Tire with
a blowout represents the wheels of the
Egyptian chariots that fell off and caused the
chariots to become bogged down in the sea
bed. • Upper-middle is the water coming from
a rock that Moshe struck with the Staff • Bird
under the stream of water is a quail, as in quail
- S'LAV, that preceded the manna • Two
challot to the left of the quail is/are LECHEM
MISHNEH, which commemo- rates the double
portion of manna that fell on Friday • Shabbat
candlesticks (top-middle) acknowledge the
intro- duction of Shabbat that is presented in
B'shalach to the soon-to-be nation of Israel •
Worm ate the leftover manna - there should
not have been any leftovers (the worm is
smiling, happy to do G-d's bidding) • Three
facets of the battle against Amalek
(bottom-left): Moshe's upraised hands,
Yehoshua's sword, and the pen with which
the account of the battle was written down •
Mid-bottom are pictograms for the Haftara.
The singing bee is Dvora • Thunderbolt =
BARAK • Milk that Yael gave to Sisra • and tent
peg with which she killed him when he fell
asleep • Piece of a brick wall represents the
brick pattern of words in the Torah for AZ
YASHIR • Upside-down heart refers to the
phrase VAYEIHAFEICH L'VAV ... Par'o had a
change of heart... • Stop sign with the word
Shabbat is found at the limit of T'chum

Shabbat • Between the pillar of fire and the
cloud is a lead fishing sinker for the
description in the Song of the Sea, referring to
some of the Egyptians, sank as lead in the
(mighty) waters." • Top-right is a toy soldier
armed with a bazooka. Below it are four pale
silhouettes of the same figure of the soldier.
Together, they represent the description of
the Jews coming out of Egypt, CHAMUSHIM,
which, according to Rashi's main explanation
means "armed" (bazooka) and Rashi adds
DAVAR ACHEIR, another thing, the fraction of
the people that actually left Egypt • Shofar
with a C coming out of it represents the 100
(C=100 in Roman numerals) blasts we
traditionally blow on Rosh HaShana. That
number is connected to the lament of Sisra's
mother in the haftara • Grogger for the
Amalek parsha read on Purim morning •
Challa cover for the layer of dew that
protected the manna • Characters from the
Wizard of Oz singing - AZ YASHIR • Tee used to
support the ball that a kid hits off of it with a
bat, without his having to yet swing at
pitches. That piece of equipment can be
called a Tee-pole, as in TIPOL ALEIHEM
EIMATA VAFACHAD... • Macabi logo for MI
CHAMOCHA... • Tofu (looks like halva but it
isn't), the people were told that which TOFU...
which you bake... • The seeds - which look like
pistachio, but aren't - are coriander, which
some commentaries say is ZERA GAD, as the
manna is described • the flower that the worm
seems to be sniffing is a POPPY. In Yiddish,
mahn, with the obvious connection to the
manna.
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dikea ip` dl` lr FOR THESE I WEEP

Announcing an Inspirational
Jewish Experience to Poland
with Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

TUE-MON, July 3-9, '18
7 full touring days; 6 hotel nights

Visit: Warsaw, Tarnow, Lublin,
Majdanek, Auschwitz, Plashow,

Kazimierz, Lezajsk, Lancut, Lodz,
and more… and

A meaningful Shabbat in Krakow

For more information,
050-77-33-11-7

aaron.adler50@gmail.com
All inclusive price (incl. El Al flight)

$1950

David
050
30
88
355

mailto:aaron.adler50@gmail.com
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WILL PAY
someone with
tus-tus or car

to do small
errands every

few days in
Jerusalem for

bed-ridden
woman

052 7678907
no SMS

Urgently needed

Ruth Abrahami Real Estate Agent
054-80-70-677  Fax: 02-651-4955

www.ruthabrahami.com • info@ruthabrahami.com

In Talbieh on Mendele St. - Private land, unique building, 3.5 room apt.
for renovation, 100m + 20m studio, high ceilings, bright, 4 air directions

+ 2 balconies, 3rd floor no elevator. Great investment! 3,285,000NIS

In Holyland Neighborhood on Avraham Perera St. - 3 bed apartment,
90m, well maintained, 4th floor, Shabbat elevator, storage + parking,

excellent price 2,350,000NIS

http://www.ruthabrahami.com
mailto:info@ruthabrahami.com
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