
LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

In memory of R’ Shmuel Shmelka ben HaRav Moshe Kizelnik z”l 

Join us motzei Shabbos 

parshas Shemos at the 

home of Mr & Mrs Yosef 

Jason for an exciting 

program as we launch our 

Sefer Torah campaign by 

writing the first few letters! 

Watch for details! 

Help us complete our new 

beis medrash with a Torah 

scroll of its own. Much 

thanks to all those who 

gave generously to help 

furnish the beis medrash 

thus far!  May Hashem 

bless you with beracha in 

every area of your lives!  

There are still a few 

seforim desperately needed. 

Dedication opportunities 

are available. For further 

details, please contact us 

at: 

info@torahkollel.com 

See our latest video 

production on our new 

website! 

www.torahkollel.com 

- Rabbi 
Dovid Le

win 

THE UNITED STATES OF OUR DIFFERENCESTHE UNITED STATES OF OUR DIFFERENCESTHE UNITED STATES OF OUR DIFFERENCES   

 Before Yaakov gave berachos to his children, he assembled them together to tell them 

about Moshiach’s coming.  The medrash tells us that sensing the absence of the Shechina, 

Yaakov suspected that something was amiss until his children reassured him of their absolute 

faith by declaring ‘Shema Yisroel, Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem Echad’.  Once Yaakov was 

reassured, he went on to bless each of his children. 

 While it seems that Yaakov Avinu’s concern stemmed only from a supernatural 

realization that he was lacking ruach ha’kodesh, HaRav Eliyahu Meir Bloch zt”l explains that 

Yaakov Avinu’s suspicion actually stemmed from calculated logic. As Yaakov Avinu prepared 

to bless each of his children, he realized how different each of them were. Fearing that their 

unique natural qualities had divided them not only in their approach to serving Hashem, but in 

their relationship with Him or lack thereof as well, Yaakov hesitated before giving them their 

berachos. When the shevatim realized their father’s fear, they addressed him in unison, 

affirming their belief in the unity of the Ribono shel Olam, and that their differences only add to 

Hashem’s honor. 

 R’ Eliyahu Meir explains further that this is indeed our daily proclamation of shema; that 

we call out to Yisroel (Yaakov Avinu) as he rests in the Maaras Hamachpeila, and reiterate the 

promise of his sons generations ago.  So it turns out that our daily proclamation is our pledge 

to follow in the ways of our fathers.  The only problem with this understanding is that Chazal 

tell us that when Yaakov was reunited with Yosef after twenty-two years, while the latter wept, 

Yaakov Avinu said krias shema.  HaRav Bloch explains that as Yaakov crossed the border 

onto Egyptian soil, he foresaw all that would transpire his children in the golus of Mitzrayim 

and was worried how they would maintain their faith in the unity of Hashem, which is the base 

and foundation of the Jewish people. In reciting shems, he sought to teach his descendants to 

remain loyal to his beliefs, despite the challenges ahead. 

 There is a lot that we can learn from the Shevatim’s response.  They understood just 

how different they were from one another.  They likely also realized Yaakov’s fear of what this 

could lead to and responded in unison that no, this actually brings greater kavod shomayim.  

Often we compare our differences and rate people or categorize them. We fail to realize that 

our differences stem from our different natures and the very fact that we are different and 

serve Hakadosh Boruch Hu in different ways only adds to His honor.  Perhaps if we internalize 

this message, we will be able to survive the darkness of golus that Yaakov worried about 

when he stepped into Mitzrayim, and then we can let Yisroel sabba know that he no longer 

need worry about his children. 
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BIRKAS HA’BANIMBIRKAS HA’BANIMBIRKAS HA’BANIM   

 

 As Yaakov’s life drew to an end, he called in Yosef and his two sons to and placed his hands on their 

heads to bless them. This incident has become somewhat of a model for how to give berachos. Indeed, it has 

become common practice for a father to bless his children, that they should be like Yosef’s sons, Ephraim and 

Menashe.  There is a widespread custom to do so every Friday night when the impure powers can’t interfere 

(seforim ha’kedoshim) and there is an abundance of blessing that pours down from Heavens. (R’ Yaakov 

Emden)  Although it is then especially appropriate to bless small children who haven’t sinned, one should bless 

his grown children as well. (Yaavetz).  Still, some avoid blessing their children every week as this cheapens the 

beracha.  Indeed the custom of many Chasidic courts to only bentch their children on Erev Yom Kippur, claiming 

that Yitzchok Avinu only gave out berachos on Pesach, since it was a most auspicious time. 

 Although some place only one hand on the child’s head as Yaakov did when he blessed Yosef’s son’s R’ 

Yaakov Emden explains that one should use both hands as this show a greater will for beracha.  It was for this 

reason that Moshe Rabeinu put both hands on Yehoshua and the only reason why Yaakov used one hand was 

in order to bless Ephraim and Menashe at the same time. 

 The prevalent custom is to follow with the pesukim of birkas kohanim (Yevarechecha etc…).  Theoretically 

this should be problematic especially for one who is not a kohein.  (Even a kohein has to deal with the prohibition 

of adding to the mitzvos).  The Mishna Berura / Biur Halacha suggests several possible explanations why this 

might not be a concern: 

 According to many opinions, mitzvos require intent and if one does not intend to do a mitzvah, he hasn’t 

fulfilled it. By the same token, he cannot transgress the prohibition of a non-kohein reciting birkas kohanim if he 

does not intend to do fulfill a mitzvah in doing so.  This approach however, doesn’t satisfy all opinions as many 

hold that one can fulfill mitzvos without intent.  

 Another approach is to consider to words of the Yerushalmi that birkas kohanim is only said at a time of 

tefillah.  Although this assumed to be a Rabbinic enactment, one could offer that when one recites these 

pesukim at a time other than davening, he intends NOT to fulfill the mitzvah of birkas kohanim, even though his 

recites it as a beracha.  (It should be noted that reading the pesukim itself is not a problem, and the only issue is 

when they are uttered as a beracha to someone else, which is the case when it comes to birkas ha’banim.  

However, since it is widely accepted that one cannot be forced to do a mitzvah, if one has ‘negative kavana’ - i.e. 

he intends not to fulfill a mitzvah - he doesn’t.  Therefore, intending such would preclude him from the 

transgression as well. 

 The Bach and Gra maintain that spreading out both hands is an integral part of birkas kohanim and but 

spreading out only one hand is not. If so, one who uses only one hand for birkas habanim need not be 

concerned.  (See Torah Temimah Bamidbar).  (The fact that he doesn’t spread his fingers in the way the 

kohanim are accustomed to doing is inconsequential since doing so is not an integral part of the mitzvah.)  
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