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 ”ותרד העינה ותמלא כדה ותעל“ 24:16

וירץ העבד לקראתה, ויאמר הגמיאיני נא מעט מים “ 24:17

 ”מכדך

“She (Rivkah Imeinu) descended to the spring, filled her jug and 

ascended.”  “The servant (Eliezer) ran towards her and said, ‘Let me sip, 

if you please, a little water from your jug.”  Rashi says on the words, 

 that when Eliezer saw that the water rose to her ”,וירץ העבד לקראתה“

miraculously, he ran to her and asked for water.  It appears from the 

words of Rashi (based on a Medrash) that when Eliezer saw this miracle 

occur for Rivkah, he knew that she was the one who was chosen to be 

Yitzchok’s wife.  Eliezer then asked her for water for himself and for all 

of his animals.  Eliezer wanted to see if she would draw the water for 

him and all of his animals. If Eliezer already knew from the water rising 

up to her that she was the one, why did he need to continue the charade 

and ask her for water, and then see if she would provide water for his 

camels, etc…? The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

 All the – ”ותרד העינה ותמלא כדה ותעל“ 60:5 – בראשית רבה 

women descended to fill their jugs from the spring, but as soon as the 

water saw Rivkah, it immediately rose.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to 

Rivkah, “You are a Siman for your children.  Just as the case with you, 

that as soon as the water saw you it immediately rose to you, similarly, 

with respect to your children, as soon as the well in the Midbar will see 

them, it will immediately rise.”  As the Posuk says in Bamidbar 21:17 “ אז

 ,Then Klal Yisroel sang this song“ – ”ישיר ישראל את השירה הזאת עלי באר

‘Come up, O’ well’.” 

 Eliezer – ”ותרד העינה ותמלא כדה ותעל“ 24:16 – העמק דבר 

saw that Rivkah did not act like all the other women who went to draw 

water in a manner that was not Tzniusdig, lacking modesty. Rivkah 

descended into the spring so that she should not be seen, and then once 

she had her water she ascended, so that her Tznius was never 

compromised.   

“ 20 ,24:16 – משך חכמה  ותרץ עוד אל הבאר ...ותרד העינה

 From here it is apparent like the words of the Bais – ”ותשאב לכל גמליו

Shmuel in Even Ha’ezer Siman 128:16 that “מעיינות” and “בארות” are 

both the same in the Loshon Hatorah.  So too is the Loshon of the 

Gemara in Ta’anis 19b, as it discusses the wells of Nakdimon and uses a 

Loshon of מעין, spring, which Rashi seems to describe as a well.  If the 

Torah uses באר and מעין both to mean a well, why did the Torah switch 

from one to the other here?  The Torah uses the Loshon of “מעין” the 

first time, as per the words of the Medrash, for the water rose to Rivkah 

like a spring.  When Rivkah went back to the well to draw water for the 

camels, the water did not rise, so the Torah uses a Loshon of באר.  

ויהי הוא טרם כלה לדבר והנה “ (Bereishis 24:15) 1:132 – זהר 

 And it was when he had not yet finished speaking that“ – ”רבקה יצאת

suddenly Rivkah was going out.”  Why does the Posuk say, “יצאת”, it 

should have said, “באה” – “She came”?  The Posuk is telling us that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu “יוצאת” – took Rivkah “out” of the general 

population of the city she resided in.  For they were all Resha’im, wicked, 

and she was not part of them.  “העינה“ – ”ותרד העינה” – She descended 

to “the well,” the known well.  Rivkah went to “the well,” it would be the 

same well of Miriam, the well that Klal Yisroel had in the Zechus of 

Miriam.  It was the water in that well that rose to Rivkah.  Yitzchok’s 

servant, Eliezer, found Rivkah in the afternoon time, before dark – the 

time that Yitzchok was Davening Mincha. When Yitzchok was Davening 

Mincha, Rivkah came towards him.  Everything happened at the correct 

moment – in the Zechus of Tefilah.   

ק"רד   Rivkah drew – ”ותרד העינה ותמלא כדה ותעל“ 24:16 - 

water from the עיןמ , spring, and filled her jug.  The water was close to 

the surface of the land, and is therefore called, מעין, spring, and באר, 

well.  

 The – ”ותרד העינה ותמלא כדה ותעל“ 24:16 - עקידת יצחק 

Posuk is bearing witness that Rivkah did not busy herself with mundane 

and trivial matters, as was the ways of the girls who went to draw water.  

Rather, she was quick to perform her duty of drawing water.  She went 

to the place to draw water, and then immediately ascended and was on 

her way.  As we see that although Eliezer saw the water coming up to 

her, he needed to run after her, as the Posuk tells us, for she was already 

on her way back home.   

 – ”ותרד העינה ותמלא כדה ותעל“ 24:16 - תפארת יהונתן 

Eliezer was not incorporating a metaphysical sign to see if Rivkah was 

the chosen one for Yitzchok.  It was certainly a great bother, and quite 

difficult for someone to draw water for Eliezer and his ten camels.  Even 

many barrels would not have been enough for them.  Certainly a young 

girl, with a jug (not even a barrel) would not be able to draw enough 

water for all of them.  She would not have the strength to do so.  

However, because the water rose to her, it was easy for her to obtain 

the water.  When Eliezer saw that this happened for her in order that 

she was able to give them all to drink, he knew that she was the true 

mate for Yitzchok.   In Posuk 20 it says, “ותמהר” – “And she hurried,” 

which is telling us that although she was only three years old at the time, 

she did something that B’derech Hateva could not be done.  It was only 

because the water rose to her that she was able to give Eliezer and all of 

his camels to drink.  

י שטייף"מהר   And it was“ – ”ויהי הוא טרם כלה לדבר“ 24:15 – 

when he had not yet finished speaking.”  Yeshaya 65:24 “ והיה טרם יקראו

 It will be that before they call I will answer.”  Tehillim“ – ”ואני אענה

 He will call upon Me, and I will answer.”  These“ – ”יקראני ואענהו“ 91:15

Pesukim are speaking of an immediate response of one’s Tefilos.  The 

Posuk here is telling us that as soon as his Tefilah to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu was complete, he immediately knew that Rivkah was the designated 

one for Yitzchok.  Brochos 34b – They asked Rebbe Chanina Ben Dosa 

how he knew that certain sick people would live, and certain ones would 

die?  Rebbe Chanina Ben Dosa responded that if the Tefilah that he 

Davened on behalf of the sick person was fluent is his mouth, that 

meant that his Tefilah was already accepted and that the sick person 

would be healed.  If his Tefilah was Chas V’sholom not fluent, that meant 

that his Tefilah was not accepted.  Eliezer’s Tefilah was fluent in his 

mouth, and he therefore knew immediately that he was answered, and 

immediately gave Rivkah the gifts he had prepared for Yitzchok’s future 

wife.  The Machatzis Hashekel says in O:C 110:14 in the name of the 

Shlah Hakodosh regarding the Gemara in Brochos 29b that Eliyahu 

Hanavi said, “וכשאתה יוצא לדרך המלך בקונך וצא”.  Eliyahu was saying 

that before he departs on a journey, he should say Tefilas Haderech.  If 

the Tefilah is fluent in his mouth, that means he will be successful on his 

trip and should depart.  However if it is not fluent, he should not go for it 

will not be a successful journey.  

 Rashi – ”ותרד העינה ותמלא כדה ותעל“ 24:16 - יצב אברהם 

says that Eliezer saw the water rising up to her.  Rashi in Shemos 2:20 

says that Yisro recognized that Moshe was from the descendants of 

Yaakov, for the water rose to him.  Rashi also explains in Bereishis 21:30 

that Avrohom Avinu had the water rise to him.  What is the great 

significance of having water rise to these great Tzaddikim?  It says in the 

“ Bereishis  1:7 – מדרש אגדה קיע ויבדל בין המים אשר ויעש אלקים את הר

 During the second day of – ”מתחת לרקיע ובין המים אשר מעל לרקיע

creation, Hakodosh Boruch Hu created a division between the waters 

above and below the firmament.  The waters which were separated, and 

were now below the firmament, protested to Hakodosh Boruch Hu that 

they wanted to be near Him.  To comfort them, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

made a Bris that the water would have a share in the Avodah of the 

Mishkan.  Salt from the sea would be necessary on the Mizbe’ach to be 

brought with Korbonos, and water would be poured on the Mizbe’ach on 

Sukkos. The great Tzaddikim have the Shechina reside with them.  The 

water pines to return to the source of Kedusha.  Being that these great 

Tzaddikim became their own sources of Kedusha by having the Shechina 

reside upon them, the water rises to them for it wants to be near them.  

Another explanation can be given based on the words of R’ Chaim Vital, 

in Sha’ar Hakedusha.  Man is made up of four things: fire, Ruach, water, 
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and earth.  The water represents the physical desires that a person has.  

A person is supposed to use that Ta’avah, desire, to have a great craving 

for Torah and Mitzvos.  When one does this, he has conquered the 

Midah of Ta’avah which is represented by the water.  It is because these 

great Tzaddikim conquered their physical Ta’avos and replaced it with 

Ta’avos for Avodas Hashem, the water rises up to them as a respect for 

they have subjugated the water to their Ruchniyos desires.   

 The young girl“ – ”והנערה טבת מראה מאד“ 24:16 – בן איש חי 

had a very nice appearance.”  It says in the Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer 16 that 

a strange man never gazed at Rivkah, being that she was a princess, and 

did not leave her house on a daily basis.  Being that Rivkah always acted 

with such modesty, this day, when she went out to draw water, she was 

Zoche that no one saw her, except for Eliezer, who needed to see her for 

the proper reasons.  The Posuk is telling us that even when she went to 

draw water on this day, she remained pristine and pure.   

 One is not – ”הנה אנכי נצב על עין המים“ 24:13 – שפתי כהן 

allowed to act based upon omens.  If so, how did Eliezer do what he did 

– where he seemingly acted based on signs from what Rivkah did and 

said?  “Behold I am standing by the springs of the water.”  Eliezer, the 

servant of Avrohom, knew that entire house of Avrohom was one of 

Hachnosas Orchim, tending to guests.  Yitzchok as well followed in the 

path of his illustrious father, and was always very meticulous regarding 

the Mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim.  Therefore, the wife of Yitzchok 

needed to have seven attributes in order to fit into the home of 

Yitzchok.  1 – She should not be stingy with her guests, as Sarah was not 

stingy and continuously gave more and more.  2 – She needed to have 

patience, for there are times that the guests can be sluggish, and can 

take up much of the hosts time by asking many questions – one must be 

kind to them or they will leave.  3 – She needed to be clean, for people 

would only want to reside and eat in a place that is clean.  4 – Zrizus - 

she should be quick with her actions and work so that they need not 

wait a long time.  5 – She must be intelligent, so as to know how to deal 

with all of the guests. 6 – She should speak sweetly.  7 – She must greet 

them with a smile.  1 - When Eliezer approached Rivkah, she 

immediately, happily, gave him water, and did not say that he should ask 

someone else for water – she was not stingy. 2 – “הטי נא כדך” – “Please 

tip over your jug” demonstrates that she had patience, for if not, she 

would have just said, “Take the jug and drink.”  3,4,5 – Rivkah did not say 

that after Eliezer finished drinking he should give it to the others – for 

perhaps Eliezer was sick, and the others should not drink from it.  She 

also needed to do it wisely, so as not to embarrass him by saying that he 

may not be clean, and she therefore waited until he finished, and only 

then gave the camels to drink.  She needed to work with great alacrity to 

provide sufficient water for all of them.  We see, cleanliness, Zrizus, and 

intelligence. 6 – Rivkah spoke to Eliezer and said, “שתה אדני” – “Drink 

my master” – a sweet vernacular. 7 – Rivkah greeted them with a smile, 

for not only did she give them water, but the Torah tells us that she said 

to them that she also has hay, and a place for them to sleep.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   Here we – ”וירץ העבד לקראתה“ 24:17 - 

have a demonstration of one of the characteristic traits of a true Gomel 

Chesed, a sure sign that she was an Eishes Chayil.  Had Rivkah said 

immediately what she had in mind to do, she would have seemed like a 

person seeking to boast her good deeds.  Rather, only after the servant 

had finished drinking did she offer to draw water for his camels.  Not 

only did she offer them a drink, but to fill them up.  There were ten 

camels, and each camel drinks a lot of water, water to last it for a very 

long time in the hot scorching desert.  This means that Rivkah had to 

refill that pail many, many times in order to give them all of that water.  

With all of that, not only did she do it, but she did it happily, with a 

smile.     

לקראת מעשיה “ – ”וירץ העבד לקראתה“ 60:6 – בראשית רבה 

 ”.Eliezer ran towards Rivkah’s good deeds“ – ”הטובים

 The Medrash tells us – ”וירץ העבד לקראתה“ 60:7 – נזר הקודש 

that the water rose to Rivkah, and this was a sign to Eliezer that she was 

supposed to be the wife for Yitzchok.  Why was this miracle, a miracle of 

the water rising to her, chosen to be the sign for Eliezer, especially when 

this miracle seems to be detracting from her Mitzvah of Gemilas 

Chasodim being that she did not have to exert herself for the water that 

she gave to Eliezer?  The Medrash continues and tells us that in addition 

to it being a sign to Eliezer that she was the one, it was also a Siman for 

her children in the future, that when they are in the Midbar, the water 

would rise to them. There was a dual purpose in the water rising to her – 

a Siman for future, as well as a sign for Eliezer.   

 The water rose up to – ”וירץ העבד לקראתה“ 60:6 - עץ יוסף 

Rivkah exclusively ,and not to other people there.  The rising of the 

water was not, in and of itself, proof of her suitability.  Rather, Eliezer 

recognized that she had many good-deeds by the fact that the water 

rose up exclusively to her.   

ן"מבר   The Medrash tells us – ”וירץ העבד לקראתה“ 24:17 – 

that as soon as the water saw Rivkah, it rose up towards her.  The Posuk 

says, “ותמלא כדה ותעל” – “She filled her jug and ascended,” and did not 

say, “ותשאב ותמלא” – “She drew (water) and filled (her jug).”  The 

Medrash appears to be learning from the fact that the Posuk did not use 

a Loshon of “drawing” that Rivkah did not need to draw water for it rose 

up to her.  If so, this miracle of the water rising to her only happened the 

first time, for in Posuk 20 the Posuk says, “ותשאב” – “And she drew.”  

When Eliezer recounts to her family what occurred he said that Rivkah 

drew water, for he feared that if he would tell them that the water rose 

to her miraculously, they would not believe him, and therefore he would 

lose all credibility.  

 The Ramban says – ”וירץ העבד לקראתה“ 24:17 - קדושת לוי 

that when Eliezer first saw Rivkah, the water rose up for her to fill her 

jug.  However, the subsequent times that she went to obtain the water it 

did not come up to her, rather she had to draw it.  Why was it like that?  

Why didn’t the water always come up to her?  Pesachim 114b –  מצות

 Mitzvos need Kavanah, specific intention to perform the – צריכין כוונה

Mitzvah.  The Ikar of a Mitzvah is to perform it while having in mind that 

he is doing it to fulfill the Rotzon of Hashem.  The first time when Rivkah 

went to the water, her intention was to draw water for herself, and 

therefore the water rose to her so that she need not be Matriach 

herself.  However, the second time and on, when her desire was to 

obtain water to do Chesed and give Eliezer’s camels to drink, the water 

did not rise to her, for when a person performs a Mitzvah, it is 

considered a greater Mitzvah when one does an actual action.  

Therefore the water did not rise to her, so that she would have a greater 

Mitzvah.    

 Perhaps now we can understand why Eliezer went through all 

that he did before deciding definitively that Rivkah was in fact the 

designated wife for Yitzchok.  The first time, the water rose up to her.  

Many Meforshim seem to say that only the first time the water rose up 

to her, yet the other times it did not.  There are other Meforshim who 

seem to be of the opinion that it always rose for her.  Perhaps we can 

explain that both are true.  Rivkah was a very young girl, and naturally 

would not have had the strength to provide all of the water that she did.  

The first time, when she was drawing water for herself, both she and 

Eliezer saw that the water rose to her.  However, when it came time to 

draw water for others, had it been known that the water rose to her, it 

would not have shown that she truly wanted to do Chesed at all costs.  

Therefore, Hakodosh Boruch Hu made it appear to all that the water was 

not rising to her, and she was nonetheless happy to provide all of that 

water.  Being that Rivkah’s entire purpose was to do Chesed, she did not 

notice that it was actually easier for her, for in fact the water was rising 

to her.  Rivkah had conquered her physical Ta’avos, represented by 

water, and used all of that energy for Avodas Hashem.  She was in fact a 

perfect match for the holy Yitzchok.  When Eliezer saw this, he knew 

that he had indeed found the wife for Yitzchok.   


