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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Ki Sisa/Parah 5777 

 

Parshas Ki Sisa describes the tragic downfall of the Jewish people at the very pinnacle of their spiritual 

achievement. 

The people encamped as one around Har Sinai in their zeal to receive the Torah. Hashem’s voice thundered off 

the mountain tops, proclaiming the Aseres Hadibros, the Ten Commandments, and designating the Jews as His 

chosen people for accepting His eternal covenant. 

From the lofty heights of those wonderful intoxicating days, the Jewish people spiraled downwards. Moshe had 

ascended to Heaven to bring down the Luchos, the stone Tablets, and in his absence, the nation had strayed far. 

The Torah describes how, only forty days later, the people embraced the worship of the Golden Calf and were 

dancing around it in wild abandon. 

Hashem revealed to Moshe in Heaven exactly what was taking place down below, and instructed him to go down 

and take control of the tragic scene. Moshe grabbed the Tablets and made his way down the mountain. He was 

greeted by Yehoshua and by the crescendo of noise emanating from the camp. As he approached the camp and 

saw the people dancing to musical instruments around the golden calf, Moshe took the miraculous Tablets of 

stone and smashed them at the foot of the mountain. 

The commentaries ask why Moshe waited until he descended the mountain to shatter the Luchos. Did he not 

believe Hashem when He told him the Jews were worshiping a golden calf? 

The Tablets transcended the laws of nature; the letters penetrated the stone through and through, yet one could 

read the holy text on them from either side. The Tablets were a reflection of the divine connection that the Jewish 

people had with their creator—but which, by worshiping the golden calf, they had lost. The Jewish people, after 

this serious breach of faith, were no longer worthy of being the recipients of the Luchos. So why did Moshe wait? 

Why didn’t he leave them in Heaven instead of smashing them at the foot of the mountain? 

The commentaries explain that although Moshe knew beyond any doubt that the Jewish people had worshiped the 

golden calf. Yet, he rationalized that it was surely just a temporary lapse, not done willfully or with enthusiasm. 

Perhaps they had succumbed to their base urges momentarily and could still be 

restored to their previous lofty stature. 

But when he saw the people brazenly dancing around the calf, with musical 

accompaniment and great gusto and excitement, he realized the truth: they could 

never again be worthy of those heavenly Tablets. 

It is one thing to abandon G-d out of fleeting temptation while all the while 

experiencing pangs of guilt. It is another to abandon Him without compunction, with 

relish and merriment. After such debasement, the disconnect is complete and 

absolute. 

When not acting in consonance with the inner vibrations of our conscience, we often 

feel stirrings of guilt and remorse. We may wonder why we need to be plagued with 

misgivings and confusion about our behavior. Why can’t we feel whole and happy 

with what we are doing? 

In truth, Jewish guilt is a gift from Hashem. It doesn’t allow us to re-define our priorities and our character, based 

on our “fall from grace.” That little voice inside of us that is telling us “we shouldn’t be here, we shouldn’t be 

doing this, this is not me” — is making sure that our substandard actions do not define our essence. 

Perhaps we have slipped from our rightful stature but we haven’t compromised our innermost desire to maintain 

our connection with our Creator. We can return; we can reclaim our special relationship with Him. 

 



Jews and Horns – The Origin of the Specious 

We’ve all heard the myth: Jews have horns. Some of us may have been asked at various times 

about it. One friend was told, “Your horns must be pretty small to fit under that skullcap!” To 

most people, it evokes evil images of the devil, and it makes sense, then, that evil, scheming 

Jews, have horns. So where does it come from? 

It comes from this week’s Parsha and the mind of an artist. At the end of Parshas Ki Sisa, when 

Moshe comes down from his third forty-day stint on the mountain (one to get the first tablets, 

one to achieve forgiveness for the Jewish People and a third to get the second tablets) the 

Torah tells us that his skin was radiant. 

The holiness truly seeped from his pores and his face glowed with an 

ethereal light. It was so bright, in fact, that Moshe wore a mask when 

he spoke to the people lest they feel bad that they had declined in 

spirituality to the point where they could not even stand to look 

upon the prophet of G-d.  

The words in the Torah say, “Ki Karan Ore Panav,” for the skin of his 

face shone. The word ‘karan’ is similar to the word ‘keren,’ which 

means horn. ‘Karan,’ was often translated in the Middle Ages as “it 

was horned.” [Note: This is why you need a good teacher for Torah and 
you can’t think you fully understand because you’ve read the texts.] 

That, coupled with the fact that horns are easier to carve than rays of light, might explain why 

the sculptor Michelangelo famously depicted Moses as having horns.  Ever since then, “Jews 

have horns.” So, if this mistake was going to be made, and G-d definitely knew that it would, 

why did He use that word in the Torah if it could cause confusion? 

We’d like to suggest it was purposeful. When the people saw the shining face of Moshe, they 

were afraid. A horn is used by an animal to fight and damage other animals. The people 

thought Moshe would do the same thing with his holiness – use it to 

poke holes in them and their stature.  

That’s why they stayed away, and why he showed them he had no 

intention of harming or looking down at them because they weren’t 

at his level. He wore a mask as an equalizer to show that he wanted 

to interact with them and help them. 

All of us should want to be like Aharon who loved people and 

brought them closer to HaShem. The way to do it is by making sure 

we don’t scare them off. Let them see that the light we radiate is not 

a damaging weapon, but a warm, welcoming, guiding light. 

 

 
Yes. Jews DO have horns! 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
When Moshe came down the mountain and heard the commotion of the Golden Calf in the distance, 
he commented to Yehoshua, his trusted disciple, who exclaimed, “The sound of battle is in the camp!” 

Moshe corrected him that it was not the sound of the strong or weak, but a different type of sound. 
Our Sages say he was annoyed at Yehoshua for not recognizing the sound of people in pain and under 
stress. A true leader must understand what his people are going through in order to lead them. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: What are some important traits of leaders besides “being in charge”? What about 
empathy, kindness, discipline, or wisdom? 

What are some surprising traits necessary, and how might each of us need to think like a leader when dealing with others? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


