
3   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 וכל כלי פתוח אשר אין צמיד פתיל עליו טמא הוא: )יט:טו(
Any open vessel that has no cover fastened to it is impure. 

(19:15) 
The Chofetz Chaim, zt”l, states that a person is like an 

earthenware vessel, as we say in our Tefilos on Yomim 
Noraim, "משול כחרס הנשבר" – we are “Compared to a broken 
earthenware vessel”. The Torah states: “Any open vessel” – if the 
mouth of a person is open, “that has no cover fastened to it” – there 
is no lock on the person’s mouth, meaning he says whatever he 
wants whenever he wants, then – “it is impure” – the impurity enters 
within him and contaminates him. (Yechi Reuven) 

 

In this week’s Parshah, there was a plague 

wherein many people were bitten by snakes. 

The remedy for this was that Moshe erected a 

copper snake on a pole, and when the people 

would stare at it, they would be cured (21:4). 

Rav Shimon Sofer explains that the reason 

many people were bitten by snakes was due to 

the sin of Lashon Hara, speaking negatively 

about others. This sin is often a result of 

forethought and premeditation out of the 

speaker’s dislike of the person he is speaking 

about. Because it was premeditated, the cure 

was brought about through staring, by spending 

some time focusing on the snake to be 

miraculously cured. 
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                Candle Lighting: 8:07  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:45   Gra: 9:21 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:35 

Chatzos: 1:02       Sh'kiah: 8:25 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 9:14 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:38  

                                                 (some say 10:09) 
 
 

 
                Next Week: Balak 
              Candle Lighting: 8:02 

Rabbi Yissachar Frand quotes the Gemara (Shabbos 10b) where Hashem tells Moshe 

Rabbeinu, “I have a wonderful present in my Treasure House, and its name is Shabbos”. A 

story was told by Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapira which took place in St. Petersburg, in Czarist 

Russia. There were a number of very wealthy Jews who had contracts with the government, 

and they had to come to St. Petersburg, the capital of Czarist Russia, for business. This 

gathering took place around the Yamim Noraim, so these wealthy Jewish businessmen were 

all in the Russian capital for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Of course, they gathered 

together and made a Minyan. On Yom Kippur, as is customary in many places, they 

auctioned off the Aliyos. When it came time for Neilah, they sold Pesichah for Neilah, the 

honor of opening up the Aron HaKodesh for the special Tefilah of Neilah. The bidding 

started at 500 rubles, a tremendous amount of money. The bidding went higher and higher 

until a certain Baron Ginsberg, a famously wealthy Jew, bid 2,000 rubles. Rav Moshe 

Shmuel Shapira explained that 2,000 rubles in Czarist Russia is the equivalent today of a 

hundred thousand dollars. He describes that when Baron Folk heard that Baron Ginsberg bid 

2,000 rubles for Pesichah L’Neilah, he rose to his feet and bid 2,500 for the honor! “Going 

once, going twice, going three times, Pesichah L’Neilah is sold to Baron Folk!” Baron Folk 

then turned to the Jew sitting next to him and asked him, “What is Pesichah for Neilah?” 

The person next to him was incredulous. “You just bid 2,500 rubles for Pesichah L’Neilah 

and now you ask what it is? How could you spend so much money on something that you 

don’t even know what it is?!” Baron Folk answered, “I do not know what Pesichah L’Neilah 

is, but I do know that Baron Ginsberg is a good businessman. If Baron Ginsberg wants to 

give 2,000 rubles for Pesichah L’Neilah, then I want it because it must be a good business 

deal!” He knew Baron Ginsberg was a shrewd business man, and Baron Folk knew a good 

deal when he saw one. He reasoned, if Baron Ginsberg wants it, I want it more! Rabbi Frand 

says, Hashem tells us, “I have a wonderful present in my Treasure House. Shabbos is in my 

vault, and it is very valuable.” If Hashem calls it a good present, then it must be something 

very special. Shabbos is something that comes with a certification. It comes with Hashem’s 

certificate stating it is very valuable. How fortunate we are to have the gift of Shabbos! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 

 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of Shabbos 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

If a Yisroel is called up for an Aliyah and he is 

not present in Shul at the time, another Yisroel can be 

called up by name, since there is no problem with 

blemishes in the lineage of Yisroelim as there is with 

Kohanim and Leviim. Similarly, if a Kohein or a Levi 

is called up for the Aliyah of ‘Acharon’ or ‘Maftir’ 

on Shabbos or Yom Tov, and he is not present in Shul 

at the time, another Kohein or Levi may be called up 

by name. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:11) 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Scheinbaum writes that dressing and acting 

appropriately are prerequisites for Torah-oriented behavior, 

and the way one dresses represents their attitude with regard 

to Hashem. To dress in an immodest manner is to put Hashem 

to shame and cause Him to turn away. In Sefer Nitzotzos,   

Rav Yitzchak Hershkowitz relates an inspiring story, which 

underscores the importance of Tznius in the life of a Jew. A 

Kollel fellow in Yerushalayim received a letter from a young 

woman containing a note of deep gratitude for “what he had 

done for her.” “In fact,” she wrote, “you saved my life.” Now 

his curiosity was piqued. He could not remember an incident 

in which he had saved anyone’s life - let alone the life of this 

woman. Not allowing this letter of gratitude to go 

unanswered, he checked the return address, and he was able to 

locate and contact the sender of the letter. The story he heard 

was mind-boggling. Apparently, a few weeks earlier, he had 

gone to the bank where he usually conducts business. Waiting 

in line, he noticed that the female teller was dressed 

inappropriately. Under normal circumstances, he would have 

kept his mouth shut or moved over to a different teller, but 

this time, for some reason, he was bothered. After all, since it 

was a public place that catered to many observant Jews, he 

felt that the young woman should have shown a little more 

respect. Furthermore, she was herself “somewhat” observant. 

True, it was a warm summer day, but what is wrong is wrong. 

“Excuse me, ma’am,” he said courteously and with complete 

sincerity. “Do you think it is appropriate for you to serve the 

customers of this bank wearing the outfit that you have on?” 

Before she could reply, he added, “Tznius is very important, 

and it impacts the environment around you. More than that, 

however, what about yourself? What about your own self-

respect? Is this what you think of yourself?” Powerful words, 

to which the young lady countered, “Sir, if you have a 

problem with my outfit, you can always take your business to 

the next teller.” End of story? No! A few weeks later, the 

young lady was a guest at the wedding of a close friend. It 

was a warm evening, and the dancing was quite spirited. She 

began to perspire and felt over-heated. She decided that, if she 

were to continue dancing, she would remove her new, stylish 

jacket that she was wearing over her dress. As she was about 

to remove it, she somehow reminded herself of the comment 

the Kollel fellow had said to her earlier in the bank: “It is not 

only about others; it is also about you.” She then decided that 

this time she would have a little more self-respect, and rather 

than remove the jacket, she would go outside and cool off in 

the evening air. In her heart, she felt that perhaps the man was 

right. She had no business lowering her self-esteem by 

dressing in an immodest fashion. As she stood outside 

enjoying the cool air and reflecting over her conversation with 

the man, she suddenly heard the sirens of many ambulances. 

She turned around and looked at the wedding hall, and she 

saw that the floor on which she had just been dancing on, was 

gone! The entire floor had collapsed! Horrified, she realized 

that she could have still been dancing inside at the time of the 

collapse, but she had gone outside to cool off — rather than 

remove her jacket! Tznius had saved her life!  
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 בס"ד

The Tefilos of women are particularly effective and dear to Hashem. When 

Rachel Imeinu passed away, Yaakov Avinu didn’t bury her in Me’aras 

HaMachpeilah, where he would later be buried with his fathers. Instead, he buried 

Rachel on the outskirts of the city so that generations later, when the Jewish people 

would pass by her grave as they were sent in to exile, she would cry out to Hashem 

for their salvation. It would be the heartfelt prayer of a mother for her suffering 

children. Another woman in Tanach, Chanah, is held up as an example of how we 

Daven. The Gemara (Brachos 31a) deduces many essential laws of Davening from 

Chanah’s Tefilah to Hashem that she should merit a child, a prayer that was 

answered with the birth of Shmuel HaNavi. The first Belzer Rebbe, Rav Shalom 

Rokeach, would only daven in a Shul that had a women’s section. He would say 

that the tears that accompany the Tefilos of the women enable all the Tefilos in the 

Shul to go up to Hashem (Margoliyas HaShas, Bava Metzia, p. 446). Similarly, 

when the Chozeh of Lublin first entered the new Bais Medrash that was built for 

him, he said, “There is still something missing here.” He explained that there was 

no women’s section in the Bais Medrash. He said, “The tears and Tefilos of the 

women are vital for the acceptance of all the Tefilos!” (HaLekach V’Halibuv 

Haggadah, p. 50). Rav Yosef Shaul Nathansohn, the Rav of Lemberg and a great 

Poseik, was asked if it was permitted to make the men’s section of the Shul 

smaller, in order to establish a women’s section. He wrote, “I don’t see any reason 

for this to be prohibited. On the contrary, establishing a women’s section is a great 

Mitzvah, for Chazal have said that it was in the merit of the Jewish women of the 

generation that the Jewish nation merited redemption from Mitzrayim!” (Sha’ul 

U’Meishev 2:22). The Gemara (Kiddushin 49b) says that ten portions of Sichah, 

speech, were sent down to this world, and women took nine shares while men took 

one share. The plain meaning of this is that women are naturally more inclined to 

talk than men. Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus gives a deeper explanation to this 

Gemara. The word ‘Sichah’ specifically refers to Tefilah (Brachos 26b). Women 

didn’t simply take a greater portion of ordinary talk. They took a greater portion of 

Tefilah! Women were given a unique and exceptional ability to connect to Hashem 

through Davening. Moreover, the word ‘Sichah’ implies an informal conversation. 

This means that one can speak to Hashem at any time, in any place, and about 

anything that is on one’s mind! (Nefesh Chayah, p. 38) 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Chazon Ish writes that one can Daven to Hashem in any language in 

which he is comfortable, and he should Daven to Hashem “as one speaks to his 

friend.” One can talk to Hashem on a moment-to-moment basis, in any 

language, and without any formal preparations (Kovetz Igros 2:2; Mesilas 

Yesharim 19). Whatever one is doing, the time can be used to have a 

conversation with Hashem. Rebbetzin Shoshana Aliza Zilberstein, the 

daughter of Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, and the wife of Rav Yitzchak 

Zilberstein, was once at home when a neighbor came to ask her a question. 

The neighbor was about to knock on the door when she heard the Rebbetzin 

speaking to someone. Not wanting to disturb, the neighbor left. Fifteen 

minutes later the neighbor returned, and again she heard the Rebbetzin talking 

to someone. The neighbor waited a few more minutes until the conversation 

stopped. Finally, she knocked. Rebbetzin Zilberstein opened the door, and the 

neighbor was surprised to see that the Rebbetzin was alone. The friend said, “I 

thought I heard you talking to someone, but perhaps you were having a 

conversation on the phone.” The Rebbetzin explained that she wasn’t on the 

phone, but she had just finished Davening. It turned out that when the 

Rebbetzin Davened, she spoke to Hashem with ease, simplicity, and directness, 

as one would speak when talking with a friend! (Shoshanas HaAmakim, p. 8) 

 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

       L’Maaseh 
                 A Tale to Remember 


