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Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Times are on hiatus for Yom Tov. 

For local times in your area, 
please visit MyZmanim.com. 

Now You Know 
After the Bedikas Chametz, we burn the 
utensils when we burn the leaven. 

It makes sense to burn the feather and 

spoon since those may have touched 
the chametz, but why do we burn the 

candle? 

The Rebbe of Seret-Vizhnitz offers a 
beautiful approach. He says that light is 

meant to be used for good. 

For example, the Torah says, “Ohr 

zarua latzaddik,” light is sown for the 
righteous. Also, “Who is the man who 

desires life? One who loves days to see 
goodness.” 

On the night before Pesach, though, we 

use the candle to find the bad, the 
chametz which we want to dispose of. 

Such a candle has no use the rest of the 
year and should be destroyed.  

– based on a shiur by R’ Moshe Meir Weiss 

At the Seder, we say that one is 

obligated to see himself as if he had just 
left Egypt. The truth is, this is not 

something that only comes around once 
a year.   

The Mishna Berura (51:17) quotes the 
Zohar which says that when saying Az 

Yashir each morning, one should do so 
with great joy and imagine that he is 
crossing the Red Sea that very moment. 

He continues that one who does so will 
have all his sins forgiven. 

Though he doesn’t explain why this is 
the case, perhaps we can conjecture 

that when a person imagines himself in 
the moment, as the recipient of G-d’s 

great beneficence, he creates a bond of 
love between them, when one would 

certainly not wish to do anything to 
displease his beloved. 

This is a form of Teshuva m’ahava, 

repentance from love, in which all one’s 
sins transform into mitzvos, for as much 

as he has fallen, that much more did he 
rise to come back to HaShem. 

Thought of the week: 

There’s an easy way to tell if 
your mission on Earth is 
complete.  
If you’re breathing, it isn’t. 

(XSP Lw HDGH)  „...OYRCMM ACY AWH WLYAK WMCE TA TWARL ODA BYYX RWDW RWD LKB‰ 
“In every generation, a person is obligated to see himself as if he had left 
Egypt...” (Passover Hagada) 
Each year we retell the story of the Exodus as our ancestors did before us. The theme of 
tradition, passing down rituals and practices, as well as stories, is part and parcel of the 
Passover holiday. The Torah exhorts us multiple times to seek the counsel of our elders 
and Pesach is the time that this really shines forth. 

But how many times can we really feel like it’s new? How many times can we say the same 
words and still get excited? How is it possible to feel uplifted year after year? 

In truth, the Hagada doesn’t tell us that we must feel like this each year. Otherwise it would 
have said, “B’chol shana v’shana,” every year. Instead, it says, “In every generation.” What 
is the message behind this? 

The first clue comes from the other time this phrase is used in the Hagada. In V’hee 
she’amda, “this is what has stood for our fathers and us,” we say, “Not just one rose 
against us to destroy us, but rather, in every generation, new threats arise against the 
Jewish People. Regardless, HaShem saves us from their hands. 

That would mean that when we are faced with frightening times, something that is quite 
commonplace in Jewish history, we are to imagine that just as in the genocidal Egyptian 
situation we were saved and rose over our tormentors, so, too, in every generation we 
believe and remind ourselves that HaShem can and will save us as He sees fit. 

Another clue is the fact that the word ‘dor,’ meaning generation, is the same letters as the 
word, ‘redu,’ going down.’ (It also has the numerical value of 210, the number of years we 
were in Egypt.) This tells us that any time we falter, we must remember that each time, we 
can be redeemed and saved. And that brings us to the experience. 

When the Jews left Egypt, they were nothing special. Not only that, they were idol-
worshipers and at such a low level that another moment and they would have been beyond 
hope. In fact, eighty percent of them did NOT make it out. Those who did had to realize that 
HaShem saved them for a purpose, because they had potential. 

The message for all of us is one that should excite and motivate us. If we’re here, it’s 
because we, like those who came out of Egypt, have big things planned for us. We may not 
be worthy because of who we are now, but because of who we might someday be. 

And that’s why generation is key. What we are learning is that every day, every moment, 
we can spawn a new iteration of ourselves and go on to do great things, just like the people 
who were saved from Egypt because of their great potential.  

At the dedication of a Jewish school in Ashdod, one of the primary benefactors got up to speak. 

“I am a Holocaust survivor,” he began. “My entire family was wiped out, and I alone remained. I 
often wondered why I was kept alive; why I was any better than those holy people I lost. One 
day as I was davening, I was struck by one of the prayers. 

We recite the words of the study hall of R’ Yishmael which outline thirteen different principles in 
understanding the Torah. One is that anything which was part of a ‘klal,’ a group, and was taken 
out of the group to teach us something, it is not just to teach us about itself, but to enlighten us 
on the entire ‘klal.’ 

I realized that I was not saved for myself, but for how I might serve the rest of my people. And 
that is why I was so involved in ensuring this school was built, so that many others could learn 
and benefit from my efforts.” 
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This week’s issue is sponsored 

In memory of my beloved 

grandfather who ensured his 

children got the traditions he so 

carefully passed down to them. 

L‰ZL‰ZL‰ZL‰Z    RZEYLARZEYLARZEYLARZEYLA    ÂR IBÂR IBÂR IBÂR IB    OHRBAOHRBAOHRBAOHRBA    NE‰LNE‰LNE‰LNE‰L    
Mr. Abraham Stern z”l 

W‰LwT XSPD ÂA OWYW‰LwT XSPD ÂA OWYW‰LwT XSPD ÂA OWYW‰LwT XSPD ÂA OWY    RUPNRUPNRUPNRUPN    
Larry Stern and Family 

Wherever you go, take 
me with you. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


