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Now You Know 
The Shabbos before Pesach is called 
Shabbos HaGadol, the great Shabbos. 

It commemorates the great miracle 
that on the 10th day of Nissan, the 
Shabbos before they left Egypt, the 

Jews tied the lambs to their beds in 
preparation for the upcoming Korban 
Pesach. 

This was a dangerous thing because 
the Egyptians worshiped the sheep as 

a god. Despite this, the Jews did it 
and none were harmed. 

Shabbos is a day of spiritual growth 
and closeness to HaShem. Our 
celebration of Shabbos is a testament 

to the fact that HaShem created the 
world in six days and rested on the 
seventh. 

It doesn’t mean He did nothing, but 
that there was no further creation. 

Rather, He continues to run the world 
and maintain it from all the energy 
that was instilled in it those first six 
days. 

That Shabbos, the Jews found the 

power within themselves to stand up 
to their fears and follow HaShem. 
Every Shabbos, we once again access 

that greatness as we reflect on our 
potential. 

We all have tremendous power and 
greatness inside. HaShem gave it to 
us when we were born, and it’s up to 

us to bring it out into the light of the 
world. 

Thought of the week: 

If only I could love the 
greatest tzaddik like HaShem 
loves the greatest sinner. 

- R’ Yisrael Baal Shem Tov 

(WL:DY ARQYW)  „...EGNH TA TWARL IHKH ABY ORUB TYBH TA WNPW IHKH HWCW‰ 
“And the Kohain shall command and they shall clear out the house before the 
Kohain comes to see the blemish...” (Leviticus 14:36) 
When the Jews entered Canaan, it was possible for their homes to get tzo’raas, the 
spiritual blemishes previously discussed as appearing on skin. As part of the procedure, 
the Kohain would come to examine the blemish, but before he did, they would clear the 
utensils out of the house, so they should not become tainted. 

Rashi points out that most items could be purified or used while impure, and only 
earthenware vessels would be beyond repair. Neverthless, G-d had mercy on people’s 
money and did not want them to have to lose these items. That’s why the command to 
clean the house was given, and it shows us how compassionate HaShem is. 

Further, the Ohr HaChaim points out that the Kohain was required to wait until the house 
was ready before he went to examine it. This underscores how much HaShem cares about 
us that He did not want to cause even the loss of pottery if it could be avoided. 

We’d like to suggest a deeper meaning as well. The Kli Yakar earlier discusses the 
purification korban of the Metzora. The bird offering was prepared in an earthenware vessel 
and the blood mixed with spring water. He says the spring water represents Torah, and a 
Talmid Chacham could use Torah to prevent tzo’raas (by preventing him from sinning 
again through its study.) The earthenware vessel represents the ignoramus who has no 
means to repent other than breaking his heart, just as pottery is shattered. 

If we correlate the shattered pottery to a broken heart, then it is no wonder that HaShem 
has so much reverence and deference for it. 

The Sforno writes that when the order was given to clean out the house, the homeowner 
would be urged to look at his deeds to do Teshuva and pray, and the Kohain would pray for 
him as well. In fact, the entire reason for blemishes to be assigned to the Kohanim, says 
the Sforno, is because they are meant to guide people and teach them. 

HaShem would much rather that a person change his ways and regret his sins than be 
punished for them. G-d is not vindictive. Rather, punishment is a last-ditch effort to help a 
person change. The Torah tells us that when a person sees this blemish on his home, 
HaShem gives him numerous opportunities to rectify it before anything is declared impure. 
It is because HaShem values the shattered vessel which is the broken heart, and does not 
wish to cause more pain. 

We, too, must always seek the opportunity to help others see the good in themselves 
rather than assail them with what they did wrong. The punishment is not the desired 
outcome, because HaShem just wants them to come back. 

A man once brought his daughter to R’ Schach z”l. He was red in the face and fuming that his 
daughter was doing a terrible thing and was planning to marry a very inappropriate match. The girl 
sat there silently as her father ranted and raved. 

R’ Schach asked her if the boy was “shomer Torah u’Mitzvos.” She looked away. He then turned to 
her father. “Did you ever hit your daughter?” The man was flustered. “What?! No! But I’m not the one 
doing bad things, she is!” When he claimed he never hit her, the girl squirmed in her chair. 

“Did you ever lock your daughter in her room?” Again the daughter looked uncomfortable as her 
father denied doing so. R’ Schach said, “If you hurt your daughter and treat her like a captive it’s no 
wonder she will rebel.” 

The girl ended up calling off her relationship; not because of her father’s rage, but because of the 
love and understanding of a holy rabbi. 
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Mr. Asher Steger z”l 

Who came to America before WWII, 

raised an ehrliche family of B’nai Torah 

and was careful to always daven with a 

minyan - Yehi Zichro Baruch. ISYN ÂISYN ÂISYN ÂISYN ÂYYYY    UYYCRAYUYYCRAYUYYCRAYUYYCRAY    
From his children, Simcha Zev Grabie 

and family. 

This issue also sponsored 

H‰EH‰EH‰EH‰E    BAZ TB OYRMBAZ TB OYRMBAZ TB OYRMBAZ TB OYRM    NE‰LNE‰LNE‰LNE‰L    
Mrs. Miriam Kantor a”h 

Who maintained a close kesher to 

HaShem through Tefila and whose 

most striking mida was being happy 

in hearing about the successes of 
others.  ISYN ÂZ UYYCRAYISYN ÂZ UYYCRAYISYN ÂZ UYYCRAYISYN ÂZ UYYCRAY    


