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 לך לךפרשת 
 

ם יָּה שָּ קֹום ֲאֶשר הָּ ל ַעד ַהמָּ ית אֵּ יו ִמֶנֶגב ְוַעד בֵּ עָּ ֶלְך ְלַמסָּ ין  הָאֳהֹל ַויֵּ ה בֵּ ַבְתִחלָּ
י עָּ ין הָּ ל ּובֵּ ית אֵּ  בֵּ

“And he went on his journeys, from the south and until Beis El, until the 

place where his tent had been previously, between Beis El and between 

Ai” (13:3)  

The Torah tells us that upon Avraham “went on his journeys” as he 

made the return trip from Egypt.  Rashi interprets this to mean that he stayed 

at all the same hotels where he had lodged on his way to Egypt.  This, says 

Rashi, teaches us that it is proper etiquette (“derech eretz”) not to change the 

hotels that one typically frequents.   

R’ Reuven Feinstein elaborates on this point:  When a person provides 

a service, the recipient should feel a sense of loyalty to that person’s 

establishment.   He should become a loyal customer who patronizes that 

particular location and does not go to other competitors.  Avraham was 

much wealthier upon his return from Egypt than he had been upon his arrival 

and he could certainly have afforded more luxurious accommodations on 

this trip, but he nevertheless stayed in all the same places.  Changes in 

financial status should have no impact on the loyalty that we should have to 

those who have served us well in the past.  Instead of thinking about the 

better deal that we can get, we should think about others and how they will 

be affected if we switch loyalties.  We should be content with the good 

service that we have always received instead of constantly looking for an 

upgrade.  This is the derech eretz taught by the Torah.   
 

דֹול ן ָאֹנִכי ְוַאֲחֵרי ֵכן ֵיְצאּו ִבְרֻכש ּגָּ   ְוַגם ֶאת ַהּגֹוי ֲאֶשר ַיֲעֹבדּו דָּ
“And also the nation that they will serve will I judge, and afterwards 

they will go forth with great possessions” (15:14)  

Hashem promised to punish the nation that enslaved Avraham’s 

descendants.  This promise has continued throughout all of time.  Rashi 

comments that the extra word “also” in the posuk hints that this promise 

applies to all future oppressors of the Jewish people in addition to the 
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particular nation discussed in this context.  Every nation that inflicts 

suffering upon the Jews is eventually punished as a consequence of their 

actions.   

R’ Ovadiah Yosef related a story that illustrates the far-reaching arm 

of Hashem and how He avenges every crime committed against a Jew.  

There was once a gentile donkey driver who gave a ride to a wealthy Jew.  

Knowing that the Jew had a significant amount of money on his person, the 

driver led his donkey to a secluded location where he attached his passenger.  

The Jew could not see any people nearby and realized that he was about to 

die.  He spotted a single bird sitting on a nearby rock and called upon it as a 

witness to avenge his blood.  The gentile did the deed and took all of the 

Jew’s money, which he used to invest in business.  He became wealthy and 

successful, eventually rising to the position of second to the king.  One day, 

he was dining with the king and the chef served the same species of bird that 

had been present at the murder which had propelled him to this very position 

of power.  The gentile laughed upon seeing the bird, but initially refused to 

share the source of his mirth with the king.  When the king coerced him to 

tell his story, he did so freely, assuming that Jewish blood was cheap in the 

king’s eyes too.  However, upon hearing the story, the king took the bird’s 

appearance as a sign to him that he must carry out justice against this 

murderer.  He immediately commanded to have the gentile hanged and the 

blood of the unfortunate Jew was finally avenged. 

Many people question why evil flourishes in the world and why 

people seem to get away with murder.  The truth is that we have no need to 

worry about such things. We should have faith in Hashem, who knows how 

to give the wicked their just desserts.   

 

את ְוָאנָּה ֵתֵלִכי ַוֹתאֶמר ִמפְ  ַרי ֵאי ִמֶזה בָּ ר ִשְפַחת שָּ גָּ ַרי ְּגִבְרִתי ָאֹנִכיַוֹיאַמר הָּ  ֵני שָּ
  ַרַחתבֹ 

“He said: Hagar, maidservant of Sarai, where have you come from and 

where are you going? She said: I flee from Sarai my mistress” (16:8) 

Seforno explains that the angel was posing a rhetorical question to 

Hagar.  He was telling her to look at the difference between where she came 

from (Avraham’s house) and where she was headed (assumedly her 
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homeland of Egypt).  This is a question that we too must ask ourselves.  

When we compare our roots to our goals in life, do we find ourselves giving 

up kedusha for something less?  Are we acting like Hagar or are we 

remaining attached to the kedusha that surrounded us in earlier years?  We 

should always strive to maintain and build on the growth that we have 

accomplished in years past without letting our sights slip lower.   

 

ם ֵעאל ְלַאְברָּ ר ֶאת ִיְשמָּ גָּ ִנים ְבֶלֶדת הָּ נָּה ְוֵשש שָּ ם ֶבן ְשֹמִנים שָּ   ְוַאְברָּ
“Avram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Yishmael to Avram” 

(16:16) 

 Why does the Torah find it necessary to explicitly state Avraham’s 

age at Yishmael’s birth?  Rashi answers that when we know that Avraham 

was 86 at Yishmael’s birth and 99 at the time of his bris milah, we are able 

to calculate Yishmael’s age at the time of his bris milah and learn that he 

was 13.  The fact that Yishmael was 13, already at an age where Avraham 

was no longer able to force him to do something unwillingly, and yet went 

along with the commandment of bris milah is high praise of Yishmael.  

We see from this that a child is deemed old enough to make up his 

own mind about doing mitzvos at the age of 13.  In modern times, when 

teenage boys and girls choose to do mitzvos despite the challenges posed by 

the society and culture that surrounds them, we should recognize this 

accomplishment and value their commitment to continue on the right path.  

It is not a simple matter to remain true to Torah values when one sees that 

the rest of the world acts differently, especially at such a young age.  Our 

youths are no less courageous than Yishmael was, and we see the esteem in 

which the Torah holds him on account of his decision. 
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