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:erqie l`xyi ipa l` xac il` wrvz dn dyn l` 'd xn`ie
All of  K’lal Yisroel were standing at the shores of Yam Suf as the Mitzrim were coming at them from the other direction. Moshe Rabeinu, trying to

alleviate their fears, told the B’nei Yisroel that they need not worry, as Hakadosh Baruch Hu will surely save them. Most likely, Moshe Rabeinu would have next
led the people in reciting a few perakim of Tehillim and tefillah, but before he could do so, Hashem interrupted him and said “Why should you scream out in
tefillah? Tell them to go!”.  This is quite perplexing. What is a Jew supposed to do in such a situation other than daven? Furthermore, it is quite clear that the
entire geulah from Mitzrayim began because Hashem heard their cries.

The Ohr HaChayim Hakadosh explains that at a time of midas ha’din, even tefillah won’t help. Since the midah of din is prominent, envoking
Hashem’s rachamim is a difficult task. There is one thing however, that can work. That thing, is bitachon. Hashem told Moshe that the only way for K’lal Yisroel
to be saved is to jump into the waters before they parted. This would demonstrate that they truly believed that Hashem would save them. The Nesivos Sholom
explains that although they may have had full bitachon in their hearts and minds, putting it into action would bring it to an enitrely different level.

As believing Jews, we have to understand that sometimes, tefillah is not enough, and action must be taken even where chances of success seem
dismal. If our motivation is l’sheim shomayim and we move forward despite the forecast for sure failure, we can merit siyata di’shmaya in all endeavors. Indeed
many lives have been saved, yeshivos and other Torah organizations have been built by those who persevered despite the prediction for failure.

:'eke mdl xirdl y` cenra dlile jxcd mzegpl opr cenra mnei mdiptl jld 'de
HaRav Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l (in Sefer Oznayim l’Torah) explains that this posuk is more than a mere narration of how Hashem led the b’nei Yisroel

after leaving Mitzrayim. Hakadosh Baruch Hu is also communicating with the future generations of k’lal Yisroel, everyone, including us. “In the daytime” when
things look on the bright side, the Ribono shel Olam guides us with his cloud, ensuring that we do not become distracted by the world around us or become too
comfortable resulting in becoming lax in our avodas Hashem. “At night” when circumstance are very dark, Hashem guides us with the light of his fire to light up
the way. The mitzvos of Hashem, His cloud, and the Torah, His fire guide us in all times and situation. Hashem is leading our way. We only need to follow His
cloud and fire to ensure our safe travel through life. 

:sqei zenvr z` dyn gwie...
The gemara in meseches Sotah (13a) comments that when Moshe Rabeinu took the aron of Yosef it was a fulfillment of the posuk in Mishlei

‘Chacham leiv yikach mitzvos’. All the while that the rest of B’nei Yisroel were busy gathering gold and silver, Moshe collected mitzvos.  This would seem to
imply that Klal Yisroel was preoccupied with mundane matters.  This is simply not true.  Even from a cursory reading of the Chumash it is clear that the B’nei
Yisroel were busy collecting these items of value at the behest of Hashem.  So how did Moshe Rabeinu’s mitzvah differ from that of the rest of the nation?  

HaRav Simon Schwab zt”l explains that Moshe also had a mitzvah to collect gold and silver.  However he made the following calculation:  If Moshe
Rabeinu would occupy himself with securing the remains of Yosef HaTzadik, it would add a greater kavod to the niftar (Yosef).  If someone else would fulfill
Yosef’s  request, the honor to Yosef would not be as great.  Therefore this was a mitzvah that only Moshe Rabeinu could fulfill. It was for this reason that
Moshe Rabeinu chose to abandon the mitzvah of accumulating gold and silver in order to involve himself in the mitzvah of kavod ha-meis. This is truly
‘Chacham leiv yikach mizvos’  - that a wise person makes a cheshbon as to which mitzvah takes precedence.

Sponsored by  www.non-trivialpursuit.com  -  bringing the family together



“ H a l a c h i c    D i s c u s s i o n “
“BENTCHING OVER A CUP OF WINE”

This week's discussion is the combination of two concepts. (1) In the shiras ha'yam, K'lal Yisroel sang "zeh keili vlanveihu" - this is my G-d and I will
glorify Him. From this, Chazal derive that one should. attempt to perform mitzvos in a fashion that enhances their beauty. For example, Chazal
recommend a beautiful tallis, a nice mezuza, etc.  (2) The parsha of the mahn is closely related to brikas ha’mazon; both serve to remind us that our
parnasa is from Hashem and our employers etc. are merely agents who deliver the wages. This week’s focus is a hidur in birkas ha’mazon - that of
bentching with a cup of wine.

There is a recurring machlokes in the gemara as to whether or not one must bentch over a kos (cup of wine). The Levush explains that we find many
berachos that Chazal mandated be recited over a kos such as bris milah, kiddushin, havdala, sheva berachos, etc. because it is considered “derech
kavod u’shevach no’eh” (honorable fashion and a beautified praise) to recited berachos while holding a kos in fulfillment of the posuk “kos yeshuos esah,
u’v’sheim Hashem ekra”. He adds that there are also kabbalistical reasons for it. The Ran writes that bentching over a cup of wine is a “mitzvah min
ha’muvchar” and while it seems that all agree that there is an inyan to do so, the rishonim disagree as to whether or not it is in fact obligatory.

Many rishonim understand that one is indeed obligated to bentch with a kos. (Rashbam, Tosfos, Rosh, Rabeinu Yonah, Rabeinu Yeruchem. See
also Beis Yosef who quotes a medrash Socher Tov that supports this view). One of the proofs they cite is the gemara (Pesachim 105b) that deals with the
case of one who has only one cup of wine on motzei Shabbos and wants to make havdala and then wash. The beraisa there says that he should first eat
and then bentch over a kos, conclude with havdala and then drink it. It one were not required to bentch on a kos, then why would we permit him to eat
before havdala, something that is ordinarily forbidden? It also seems from here, than one must bentch over a kos even without a zimun. Otherwise, one
could get around the issue by avoiding having 3 people eat together.

The Rambam however, rules that there is no obligation to recite birkas ha’mazon over a kos. The Beis Yosef explains his reasoning as follows: The
gemara (pesachim 117b) attempts to prove that bentching does in fact require a kos by virtue of the fact that one of the 4 cups of the pesach seder is that
of bentching. The gemara dismisses this proof since Chazal were interested in mandating 4 cups of wine and picked a different mitzva to go with each.

There is a third opinion that bentching only requires a kos when there is a zimun. As a proof, they cite the opinion of Raban Gamliel who requires
one to bentch after drinking wine. If bentching requires a kos, then the mezamen will keep on bentching, theoretically, forever. (Tosfos however,
understands Raban Gamliel to require birkas ha’mazon on wine, only when the drinking is a set activity (kavua) and not when one just drinks one cup as
in the case of bentching.)

The Shulchan Aruch cites 3 opinons: (1) That one must always bentch with a kos. The Shulchan Aruch writes that according to this opinion, one
who does not have a kos, should refrain from eating, just like one who does not have wine for havdala. The Magen Avraham however takes issue with
this understanding and writes that one who doesn’t have wine certainly may eat; (2) One need only bentch with a kos when  there  is  a zimun; (3)
Bentching does not require a kos.  The Rema adds, that although the minhag is to follow this last opinion, it is a mitzvah min ha’muvchar to bentch over a
cup of wine.

The Bach writes that the custom of some who bentch with a kos without a zimun, is to place the kos in front of them and not hold it in their hand. The
Bach takes issue with this for why should there be anything wrong with holding the cup, even if he is not required to do so. The Mishna Berura however,
sides with the custom and writes that based on the Zohar, one bentching alone should not hold the cup in his hands. This is also the opinion of the Vilna
Gaon who cites a Zohar Chadash (Megilas Rus) as proof.

See the Aruch Hashulchan who writes that “the custom in our locale is not to bentch over a cup of wine since wine and other beverages are
expensive and we primarily drink water. Nevertheless, many are careful to bentch over a kos when there is a zimun on Shabbos  or Yom Tov.” Today, this
is the prevalent minhag in many yeshivos and their communities. Why Shabbos or Yom Tov should be any different than other days can be explained in
one of two ways:

Due to the intrinsic kedusha of Shabbos and Yom Tov, we try to be more careful in our fulfillment of mitzvos. (An example of this can be seen in
meseches demai, where an am ha’aretz who is usually not trusted with separating maaser, can be trusted on Shabbos. The Raav there explains that
since it is Shabbos, the am ha’aretz certainly won’t lie, although he might during the week.)
In truth, these people are trying to fulfill the opinion that requires bentching over a kos whenever there is a zimun. During the week, however, our
meals (especially in yeshivos) lack kevius and even making a zimun is questionable. Although we do make a zimun, we rely on the opinions that
permit a zimun shel reshus (optional zimun), but do not go so far as to require a kos for such a zimun.

Although there is no distinction in halacha between bentching with a zimun of three or bentching with a minyan as far a kos is concerned, many
people have the custom only to use a cup of wine when bentching with a minyan. It is likely that the reasoning behind this practice is to assume that one
never needs to bentch with a kos. However, since it is a hidur to do so, once one is bentching with a minyan which is itself a hidur (b’rov am, hadras
melech - in numbers, there is greater honor for Hashem). In order to make this bentching “extra-mehudar” birkas ha’mazon is recited over a kos.

(1)

(2)
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