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Now You Know 
The Parsha begins with a list of 
people who are to help Moshe with 
the census of the Jewish People. 

The prince for the Tribe of Gad is 

named Elyasaf ben De’u’el. 

Later, when describing the 
encampments of the tribes with their 
flags, his name is changed to Elyasaf 
ben Re’u’el. Instead of his father’s 

name beginning with a dalet, it begins 
with a reish. 

The name De’u’el means, “who knows 
G-d,” while the name Re’u’el means, 

“friend of G-d.” 

Rabbeinu Bachya says that it was the 
same person but both names connote 
a closeness of knowing HaShem. 

However, there is another insight we 

can garner from this change. The 
word Re’u’el can also come from the 
root of “ro’eh,” meaning a shepherd, 

as Dovid HaMelech says (Psalm 23) – 
HaShem ro’i lo echsar, the L-rd is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want. 

When one accepts HaShem’s 

guidance and direction over his life 
like a sheep accepts the shepherd’s 
watchfulness and guidance, he will 
take note of where HaShem leads him 

in life. 

By doing so, he comes to gain a 
better insight into how HaShem 
operates the world and is essentially 

becoming a greater “de’u’el,” one 
who knows and recognizes HaShem 
and His influence in our lives. 

Thought of the week: 
The best leaders are the ones 

who know when to follow. 

s(BL:G RBDMB) „...IHKH IRHA IB RZELA YWLH YAYsN AYsNW‰     
“And the prince of the princes of the Levites, Elazar son of Aharon HaKohain, 
with oversight of those who guard the guarding of the sanctuary.” (Number 3:32) 

Parshas Bamidbar finds the Jews being counted. To aid Moshe and Aharon in the count, 
HaShem appointed princes of each tribe, and they are listed by name. Then Moshe was 
told to count the Levi’im in a separate census. They, too, have leaders, and those heads of 
each family, by father’s house, would have certain responsibilities. 

Overseeing these princes, the Torah tells us, was Elazar the son of Aharon. However, it 
doesn’t merely say that Elazar guided or directed them, but the Torah says he was the 
“prince” over the “princes.” 

The fact that both the Levi’im and Elazar are called princes is a very important item. It 
teaches us an important lesson about leadership in the Jewish world. 

Normally, we associate leadership with the people who are in charge. They don’t answer to 
anyone else and can make all the decisions. In some instances, they may have to answer 
for their decisions to others, but they are still not told what to do from above, such as an 
elected leader. 

In Judaism, however, everything depends on mesorah, tradition. It is not tradition in terms 
of a customary behavior, but rather a subordination to the chain of great leaders from one 
generation to the next. Even in the same generation, deference is given to the greater 
scholar and tzaddik, and even one who has others looking to him for guidance, looks 
himself to those who are greater than he. 

Strikingly, though, this does not diminish the role of the subordinate one in leading and 
setting an example for those who look up to him. Just as Moshe appointed judges for every 
ten people, fifty people, one hundred people, and a thousand people and each one was 
called a judge, so can each of us be a leader and teacher in some way. 

We must remember that people will be watching us and learning from our actions and be 
sure to behave accordingly. Part of that behavior, of course, will be to look to our own 
mentors and recognize that their leadership and guidance does not undermine our 
leadership, but rather it makes it more stable and worthy of being followed. 

The Bluzhover Rebbe z”l retold the miraculous story of a terrible game the Nazis w‰MY 
enjoyed. They forced the Jewish concentration camp inmates to dig a pit twenty feet 
across. They then had to jump to the other side.  If any of them made it, they could live for 
another day.  The ones that fell into the pit were shot and buried there.  

Many took running jumps; a futile effort.  One man said they should just drop into the pit 
and deprive the Nazis of their fun.  The Rebbe said, “We were told to jump. That’s what 
HaShem wants us to do, so we will jump, and leave the rest to Him.” 

The Bluzhover Rebbe walked up to the edge of the pit with a few of his Chasidim, closed 
his eyes and proclaimed, “We are jumping!”  When he opened his eyes, he found himself 
on the other side of the pit.  Next to him, he saw one of his closest Chasidim.   

Amazed, the Rebbe said to him, “I know how I made it across.  I was holding onto the 
kapoteh (cloak) of my saintly father and grandfathers.  Their holy merit carried me.  But 
how did you make it across?”   

The fellow replied with simple faith – “Rebbe, I held on to YOUR kapoteh!” 
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This week’s issue is dedicated in 

honor of the upcoming wedding of 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu  

and Klal Yisrael.  
We will stand under the chupa of 

Har Sinai on Shavuos and this week 

we should all feel called up for our 

‘aliya,’ our rise to greatness! 

 

Let’s Play Follow 

the Leader! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


