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Now You Know 
After Avraham and Lot parted ways, 

HaShem appeared to Avraham. The 
Sages teach that as long as he was 
with the wicked Lot, G-d would not 

speak to him. 

R’ Elazar Menachem Schach z”l says 
that Avraham knew this to be the 
case. Why then did he allow Lot to 

travel with him? Chesed. 

Though Avraham could have had 
visitations from the Shechina, 
HaShem’s holy countenance, that 

would not be as great an opportunity 
as being able to benefit Lot by 
traveling with him. 

Only when fighting broke out between 
their shepherds (about Lot’s 

shepherds grazing sheep in the 
pastures of other people) did 
Avraham decide to part ways. 

Once there was discord, it would 

cause damage to the relationship and 
harm the Bain Adam L’Chaveiro. Only 
that made him separate since their 

being together would not be a 
positive experience. 

This shows a tremendous 
appreciation for others, and as we 
see later that Avraham left HaShem to 

go care for the angels he thought 
were Arabian nomads, that extends to 
everyone, not only those we find to be 

exalted or worthy of honor. 

 Thought of the week: 

Be yourself; nobody else 
can do it for you. In fact, I 
myself have trouble doing it 
sometimes. 
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“And [the angel] said: Hagar, maid of Sarai, from whence are you coming and 
where are you going?”(Genesis 16:8) 

After many years of marriage without children, Sarai decided to give her maid, Hagar, 
to Avram so that he might father a child. It worked, and Yishmael was born. When this 
happened, Hagar’s esteem for Sarai waned, and she acted disrespectfully. 

Cast out of Avram’s home and wandering in the wilderness, an angel appeared to her. 
It would seem, though, that his words were condescending and insult our modern-day 
sensibilities. Yes, she was the maidservant of Sarai, but did he really need to say it? 
Why could the angel not regard her by her given name of Hagar, and leave out the part 
about her being a servant? 

The explanation is that knowing one’s place is integral to being successful in life. One 
who aspires to something which he or she cannot have ends up angry, frustrated, and 
unhappy. When Hagar began to look down on Sarai and feel that she was not as 
saintly as she appeared, Hagar imagined that perhaps she herself ought to be the 
matron of the house. That is when the angel appeared with a reminder. 

Hagar was not a mere servant girl. In fact, she was the daughter of Pharaoh. When 
Avram went to Egypt due to the famine, and Sarai was taken to the palace, HaShem 
afflicted Pharaoh and did not allow him to harm Sarai. Sensing the greatness of this 
couple, Pharaoh sent his daughter Hagar with them when they went back to Canaan. 

Pharaoh understood that it was better to be a servant in the house of Avram than a 
princess in the land of Egypt. Avram’s home operated on a different level than Egypt. 
The spirituality and holiness far surpassed all the potential physical luxuries of his land 
and he wanted this for his daughter. 

The angel here sought to remind her of her mission. He asked from whence she came 
and where she was going to make her recall the lesson that it was more fulfilling to be 
a servant to Sarai, to learn from her ways and come closer to G-d, than to have all her 
physical desires realized. 

Instead of an insult, this was a great favor. This helped to set her back on the proper 
track and she was able to recognize that having Sarai as her superior would serve her 
well. She went back to Avram’s house recharged and ready to learn. 

Rabbi Berel Wein recounts the time he visited a wealthy businessman to raise funds for a 
needy individual.  Knowing the man to be quite well-off, Rabbi Wein was expecting a 
sizable amount. 

However, the fellow gave him a check that was much smaller than anticipated, and Rabbi 
Wein questioned it.  “Come on,” he said.  “This is a very important cause.  We need more 
than this.” 

“Relax, Rabbi,” replied the man.  “Have bitachon.  I’m sure HaShem will make you 
successful in raising what you need.” 

“Listen,” answered R’ Berel.  “I’m the rabbi.  Telling people to have faith is MY job, not 
yours.  Your job is to write the big checks.  Let’s stick to doing what we’re each supposed 
to do.”  

He got the money. 
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Martin Stern ob”m 

29 years later, he’s still a daily presence.    
Yahrtzeit - IWwXRM B‰Y   

by Larry Stern & Family  
of Woodmere, NY 

Nobody can do it 

better than you. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


