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Bechukosai 5776 – Strolling With Purpose 
 

In this week’s parsha Hashem 

promises the Bnai Yisrael a bevy of 

blessings to those who loyally follow 

Him and His mitzvos. One of those 

blessings is “Vehis”halachti 

besochechem” - “And I will walk 

amongst you” (Vayikra, 26:12).  Rashi 

explains this is referring to the afterlife 

in Gan Aiden where Hashem will 

spend time strolling with the (souls of 

those) people who lived an exemplary 

Jewish life.  Now, nearly all of the 

listed blessings are those that are to be 

enjoyed in this life, such as a perfect 

amount of rainfall, peace, prosperity, bumper crops, a Mishkan etc.  So what leads Rashi to 

understand the above blessing as one reserved for Gan Aiden?  
 Furthermore, what does it mean that Hashem will stroll with us? If this is to conjure up in 

our minds an expression of friendship, why is this the reward? Shouldn’t a G-d-fearing Jew merit 

having a relationship with Hashem closer than one of friendship, one more like a father/son 

relationship?  
 The above passuk continues with the words “Vehayisi lachem lailokim” - “I will be to you 

as G-d (midas haDin). Rashi explains that Hashem is assuring Bnai Yisrael that even though they 

will stroll together with Him in a spirit of conviviality, they will nevertheless still remain in awe 

of Him and he will maintain a spirit of Elokim (with His midas haDin). Why is Hashem making 

this point? Is this something that mankind is really worried about? Will Yidden be saying, Oh No! 

We are going to lose our midas haDin relationship with Hashem? 
 Perhaps we can say as follows. The Be’air Basadeh (Rav Meir Danon - early 19th century) 

offers an ingenious answer to our first question.  He tells us that Hashem here is promising the 

blessing of Him doing the act of halicha - walking/strolling. The only other time in the Torah that 

we find halicha in reference to Hashem is in Gan Aiden. This is way back in Bereishis where the 

Torah tells us that after Adam & Chava sinned by eating from the Tree of Knowledge Hashem 

made his presence known. As the passuk says “Vayishme’u es kol Hashem Elokim mishaleich 

bagan” - “And they (Adam & Chava) heard the voice of Hashem Elokim travelling (lit. walking) 

in the Garden” (Beraishis, 3:8) Says the Be’air Basadeh, since the first and only other instance of 

halicha by Hashem was in Gan Eden, so too, the halicha being promised here in the blessings is 

to take place in Gan Eden. 
 Perhaps we can add some depth to this theory. We know that the purpose of every Yid ever 

since the sin of Adam is to repair the fallout that befell the world due to that sin. There is perhaps 

one area of the sin though that is not so obvious. Rashi tells us (commentary to Beraishis, 7:4) that 

the Mabul lasted for 40 days as a punishment for the 40 days it takes G-d to form a fetus. For there 

were illegitimate pregnancies caused by the many forbidden unions (due to the immorality of that 

generation), making Hashem work unnecessarily to form those fetuses. From here we see that it is 

a sin to cause (due to a forbidden act) Hashem having to do something that He never intended to 



do. Thus by Adam, the sin was not only the eating of the fruit, but the subsequent forcing of 

Hashem having to talk with Adam and Chava is also an area that needs to be addressed and 

repaired. 
 When Hashem spoke with Adam after the eating of the forbidden fruit, he began by saying 

“Ayecha?” - “Where are you?” (Beraishis, 3:9). Rashi explains that Hashem did not immediately 

begin by punishing Adam lest he become too frightened to answer. Instead he began with general 

conversation. This would explain why the passuk says “Vayikra Hashem Elokim el ha’Adam...” - 

“And Hashem (merciful mode) Elokim (din mode) called out to Adam” (ibid.). Because in that 

conversation Hashem first addressed him with pleasant small talk (merciful mode) and then threw 

the proverbial book at him (din mode).  
 So what we have is Adam eating from the Tree of Knowledge and then causing Hashem to 

converse with him in two different modes. All these are considered part of the sin that the world 

must repair. 
 “Im bechukosai tailaichu”- “If you walk in my statutes” begins Hashem to those he 

showers with blessing. Walking in His statutes is how man repairs the eating of the forbidden fruit. 

Adam did not listen to his commandment, and we facilitate repair by walking in Hashem’s statutes. 

But how do we repair the sin-spawned conversation? Says Hashem “Vehis”halachti besochechem” 

- we are going back to the scene of the crime, Gan Aiden, and there (as Rashi quotes) “atayel 

imachem” - I will stroll with you. And we’ll shmooz with Hashem and spend time with each 

another. [Note the word atayel not only means to stroll, it also can mean to spend time (see 

Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim, Chapter 639).] And by doing this we will repair what transpired 

with Adam. For this time Hashem will come willingly to Gan Aiden and willingly exchange 

pleasantries with us, nullifying the forcing of His actions some many thousands of years ago. And 

in order to complete the repair, just as with Adam there was of course an aura of Hashem’s midas 

hadin at that appearance, so too that aura of din will be during our stroll with Him. That is why 

Rashi stresses that Hashem’s awe will remain in place. It is purely so that Adam’s sin can be 

mirrored, and finally and fully be put to rest.  
 Of course we have a loving relationship with Hashem like a father and son/daughter, much 

deeper than two friends spending time together on a stroll. The stroll in the blessings of the parsha 

is not at all an expression of our closeness to Him. It is rather an opportunity to revisit out of love 

an incident that caused our beloved Tatte Hashem much anguish, to pick up the pieces, to repair 

the damage and make man perfect once again. 

The story is told of the Brisker Rav who was taking a stroll with his daughter one Shabbos 

night after the Seudah. He asked her “Vos iz ah shpatzir?” – “What is the definition of a stroll?” 

She responded that a stroll was something which they were currently doing. Said the Rav, ‘A stroll 

is only walking away from the house, on the return leg one is heading home.” In other words, a 

stroll is aimless walking. Once one is heading home there is a specific purpose to the walk and 

cannot be labeled any more as a stroll. On paper the strolling in the Garden of Aiden sounds like 

ah shpatzir – a mere stroll -where the Tzaddikim from this world enjoy the company of their 

Creator. But in reality this isn’t a stroll at all, it has a magnificent higher purpose of Tikkun Olam 

- fixing the world - one step at a time. 
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