
 Volume 19 – Issue 17                                                    Parshas Beshalach Shabbos Shira 5777 Z‰EwT UBw W‰U XLwB ÂP 

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 

Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

5:06   -            TWRN TQLDH 
5:24   -                                     HEYQw 
8:51   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:33   -                            A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:25  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
5:26  -                                      HEYQw 
6:09  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
6:38 -                                      72 TAC 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com  

Now You Know 
The Secret of Jewish FemininityThe Secret of Jewish FemininityThe Secret of Jewish FemininityThe Secret of Jewish Femininity    

The Gemara tells us that the reward 
for the righteous women of that 
generation was that our forefathers 
were redeemed from Egypt. 

It goes on to clarify their deeds. In 
order to hinder the population 
growth, Pharaoh decreed that the 
men would have to sleep in the fields 
where they worked by day. 

The women, after doing their own 
back-breaking labor all day, would go 
out to the fields to feed and anoint 

their husbands, wash them, and 
speak soothingly to them. They would 
then cohabit between the furrows and 
conceive children.  

The merit, then, came from being able 

to put aside one’s own feelings and 
focus on the needs of another. This 
was the great merit that earned our 
redemption by HaShem, Himself, as 
the posuk says, “I, and not an angel.” 

Following this idea, one reason the 
women took musical instruments with 
them was to stimulate themselves to 

happiness despite the difficulties the 
women had, so they could praise 
HaShem with full hearts. 

This strength of putting aside one’s 
own feelings, exemplified by the 

women of that generation, was thus 
rewarded with HaShem looking at the 
needs of His people and taking them 
from slavery to freedom. 

Thought of the week: 

Humility is not thinking less 
of yourself; it is thinking of 
yourself less.  

(UY:GY TWMw) „... LARsY YNB TA EYBwH EBwH YK WME FSWY TWMCE TA HwM XQYW‰ 
“And Moshe took the bones of Yosef with him for he had sworn upon the 
Children if Israel saying, “When G-d remembers you from this [exile], you shall 
take my bones up with you.”(Exodus 13:19) 

The Mishna in Sota says that because Yosef took care of burying Yaakov, he merited 
having his own burial handled by no less a personage than Moshe Rabbeinu. Moshe, 
who was involved in the burial of Yosef (though he didn’t complete it,) merited being 
buried by HaShem, Himself. What was so great about what Moshe did? 

The Gemara there tells us that while everyone else was involved in asking their 
Egyptian neighbors for silver and gold, a mitzvah to be sure since HaShem directed 
them to do so, Moshe went to find Yosef’s coffin so he could fulfill the oath to bring his 
remains to Canaan. That is special in and of itself, but the Ibn Ezra adds a comment 
that shines a spotlight on why Moshe was a leader. 

He says that since the oath had been devolved upon the whole nation but no one was 
acting upon it, Moshe sought out Yosef’s remains so the Jews would not be found 
liable for ignoring the oath!  

In other words, while everyone was busy getting money for themselves, Moshe was 
thinking of others! And it gets better. 

The Kli Yakar explains that by his act of being involved with a person’s remains, Moshe 
was subtly reminding the Jewish People that the money would not follow with them 
after death. Moshe, however, took the bones of Yosef “with him,” that is to say, the 
mitzvah would remain for all time through eternity. With his act, Moshe not only fulfilled 
the obligation of the nation to bury Yosef, but he also set an example for other so they 
might not get carried away with their pursuit of the physical. 

Such behavior of thinking of others instead of one’s self is not only the paradigm of a 
leader in Klal Yisrael, but it also earns one the merit that HaShem, Himself, will see fit 
to take care of the person who seeks to take care of others. 

R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z”l took care of all his orphaned nephew’s needs, and even 
took the place of the groom’s father at the young man’s wedding in Tel Aviv. After the 
wedding, R’ Shlomo Zalman informed the family that he wished to spend the night in Tel 
Aviv.  They were shocked as whoever was familiar with R’ Shlomo Zalman's tight schedule 
of learning and davening knew that it was very rare that he spent a night away from his 
home, if at all.           

Only years later, when he himself was marrying off an orphan, did R’ Y. Auerbach, the 
nephew, learn the truth.  R’ Shlomo Zalman called him before the wedding and said, "I 
hope that you do for the orphaned chassan what I did for you."  His nephew didn't 
understand what R’ Shlomo Zalman was referring to, until he reminded him how he had 
stayed the night in Tel Aviv after his wedding.  

R’ Shlomo Zalman explained, "Every chassan and kallah receive many gifts on the day of 
their wedding.  One of the happiest moments after the chasunah is when the young couple 
opens their presents, and afterwards they show them off to their parents.  You had no 
parents, and I knew you wouldn't be able to enjoy these happy moments.  Therefore, 
despite the difficulties it involved for me, I stayed in Tel Aviv the night after the wedding so 
that you could show me your presents the next day."    
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If you don’t, who 

will? 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
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Happy Tu B’Shvat!  

Daven for a good 

Esrog! 


