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Slaughtering Our Own Eigel 

“And he slaughtered the calf as a sin offering 

The Rebbe Reb Melech questions how any sin can befall a 
He explains that all sins stem from the sin of the Golden Calf, the 
the pasuk’s words – eigel hachatos
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)

  EMINISH 

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

 

“And he slaughtered the calf as a sin offering – eigel hachatos – for him” (9:8).

The Rebbe Reb Melech questions how any sin can befall a Tzaddik –
at all sins stem from the sin of the Golden Calf, the Chet Ha’Eigel

eigel hachatos – allude to; they hint at the Chet Ha’Eigel, which causes us all 
eigel hachatos asher lo, each our own eigel hachatos

to waver from the path. Of course, Tzaddikim who sin are immediately filled 
with regret and subsequently with thoughts of teshuva, and therefore they “slaughter the 

they slaughter their own eigel hachatos”. This sin is then not really counted 
tzidkus (righteousness). 

When others see how the Tzaddik behaves, repenting over even small, insignificant 
things, filled with remorse and repentance, their hearts too are broken and they strive to serve 

sacrifice). 

n 

Shabbos Noam HaNeshomos – Noam Elimelech 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

 

for him” (9:8). 
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Why Tzaddikim Simply Cannot Stomach Treif 

“Zos hachaya asher tochelu – this is the animal that you should eat” (11:2). The Medrash 
says (Tanchuma Shemini 8) regarding this: Dovid HaMelech stated (Tehillim 40:9), “To 
fulfill Your will, Hashem, my G-d, I desire, and Your Torah is in my innards.” 

The Apta Rav, in Ohev Yisrael, explains our pasuk as follows: He asks why the pasuk 
uses the language zos hachaya, implying that Moshe pointed out which animals were pure and 
kosher. Obviously Moshe did not point out which animals were kosher; rather, using the 
signs of purity, he taught Bnei Yisrael to identify the kosher species through identifying 
marks and characteristics. Chazal say in Menochos 29a that Hashem did show Moshe each 
species, but Moshe did not do the same for Klal Yisrael, preferring to teach them the 
identifying signs and marks to distinguish kosher animals from nonkosher ones. 

Based on this idea, we can explain the message of our pasuk. The Apta Rav introduces 
the idea that we too can recognize and identify signs and characteristics that tell us what is 
kosher and pure to eat. How can a person do so? First, the Apta Rav posits that anyone who 
wishes to give Hashem nachas will be unable to put something impure and nonkosher into his 
mouth. 

The reason is that all kosher foods have a chiyus (vitality) rooted in a holy source in the 
upper realms. This kedusha desires to be uplifted and rise back to its root source in holiness. 
However, impure, tainted and nonkosher foods do not have this sanctity and have no draw 
pulling them up with desire to the higher worlds. They have no desire at all to be uplifted like 
kosher foods do. Furthermore, impure, nonkosher foods actually place a barrier between us 
and Hashem, causing the one who consumes them to have his heart clogged up and stupefied, 
so that he is cut off from holiness altogether. 

A person who desires to grow spiritually and draw close to Hashem when confronted 
with forbidden foods will find he has no desire to eat such tainted food. When food is 
brought before a Tzaddik, surely that pure, kosher food was placed there by Hashem, Who 
desires that the sparks in that food should be refined and uplifted by this person who eats 
them to serve Hashem, as is known to those who understand these matters. 

This, says the Apta Rav, demonstrates how the pasuk in Tehillim is true and the Torah is 
in such a person’s innards. In his digestive tract there is a guiding force of Torah that guides 
him what to eat and what to refrain from eating. For such a person, if his innards hunger for 
the food, this is a sign of purity and kashrus, and if his innards detest the food and are 
disgusted by it, this is a sign of the food’s impurity and nonkosher status. 

This, explains the Apta Rav, is why the pasuk says “zos hachaya asher tochelu – this is the 
animal” those to which we point and say, “You shall eat them” – those animals that you have 
a desire and appetite for are surely kosher and pure to eat, and holiness will be drawn from 
thier inner vitality into such a meal. This is why the Medrash comments on our pasuk with the 
pasuk in Tehillim, “to fulfill Your will, Hashem, my G-d, I desire” –when I desire this food I 
know it is because of “Your Torah in my innards”.  

 
Ahava Rabba – Ohev Yisrael 
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This, concludes the Apta Rav, is all true regarding Tzaddikim who are completely holy. 
Their sole desire is to serve Hashem and fulfill His will and therefore His Torah is in their 
innards guiding them to eat and desire those foods that are kosher, in order to fulfill His will. 
The Ohev Yisrael concludes with the prayer: May we merit to be counted among those who 
fulfill His will, truly wholeheartedly, Amen! 

nnn 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

I Heard it in Heaven 

In this week’s Parsha, Shemini, on pasuk 9:15, the Ohr HaChaim concludes his 
commentary with the cryptic word shomati – “I heard this”, but does not specify where or 
from whom he heard the peirush. The holy Koidonover Rebbe used to say that he received a 
tradition that when the Ohr HaChaim said shomati, it means that he heard it from Shomayim, 
from Heaven! (Segulas Moshe) 

n 

As If Heard From the Ohr HaChaim Himself 

Rav Moshe Kobriner (Yahrzeit 29th of Nissan – see more stories below) used to say that 
reciting the words of the holy Zohar even without understanding them refines and purifies 
the part of the soul named Neshoma, and the study of the Ohr HaChaim refines the part of the 
soul named Nefesh. He also used to say that the Ohr HaChaim placed his powers into his sefer 
and therefore a person who is moved to hispa’alus by studying the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh can 
be moved as if he heard the words coming straight from his own holy mouth [of the Ohr 
HaChaim himself], may his merit shield us. (Ohr Yeshorim p. 81) 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Why Does Hashem Atone for Human Sinners Through Animal Sacrifice? 

“And Aharon drew near to the Mizbei’ach (Altar)” (9:8). 

The Ohr HaChaim says that our pasuk alludes to the words of Chazal in the Yerushalmi 
(Makkos 2:6): Prophecy was asked what punishment sinners deserve and she replied that they 
deserved death, whereas Hashem in His mercy decreed that sinners bring a sacrificial offering 
to atone. The Ohr HaChaim explains the meaning behind the sacrificial offerings: 

The primary purpose of the act of offering sacrifices is to affect the thoughts of the 
person who is bringing the Korban. He is to think how all the things that are being done to the 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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offering should all really be done to him; really he is the one who deserves to be slaughtered 
and burned in the fire instead of the animal, and these thoughts atone for him. 

This is why our pasuk says that Aharon drew near to the Altar – it means that he 
prepared himself to atone for the guilt of his soul, and he drew near to slaughter himself in 
the flames of the Altar. That is, he would now offer the calf as a sin offering instead of 
himself, and through Hashem’s mercy the calf would be accepted in his place. 

We need to understand how this works, for we know Hashem swore to judge the world 
and all of Creation (Tanchuma Shoftim) and anyone who dares suggest that Hashem forgives 
and forgets is liable, may his own innards be forgiven (Yerushalmi Shekolim 5:1)! If so, how can 
a sinner, whose judgment is death, who is liable for corporal punishment as the Novi says 
(Yechezkel 18:4) get off with a sacrificial offering to atone?  

The Ohr HaChaim suggests that when a sinner commits a transgression he loses his 
humanity and is transformed into an animal, as Chazal say in Sota 3a that a person only sins if 
a spirit of shtus (frivolity) enters into him. He is then transformed and becomes like a beast! 
On the day he repents, a human spirit enters him again, and he rises back up to the level of 
humans. We might ask, is it correct and proper to kill a human being for the actions of an 
animal? Therefore, a similar offering must be brought on the same level to atone for such 
bestial deeds. The acts of a beast will be atoned for by the sacrificial offerings of a beast. When 
the sinner sees what is done to the beast and its sufferings, he can truly commiserate and 
empathize with his kindred, because he was liable and worthy of this very punishment for 
his own animal behavior.  

These feelings of remorse save a person from his fate, as it says (Tehillim 36:7), Adam 
uveheima toshia Hashem – “Hashem shall save man and beast”. When man’s animal portion 
joins with his human mind, they are saved from punishment, when unworthy of the fate. 
Now we can see and understand how a sacrificial offering is truly part of Hashem’s justice, as 
it says (ibid.), “Your judgments are deep as a chasm, man and beast shall You save, Hashem”. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 
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The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.
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� Rav Arye Tzvi ben Chanoch Fromer of Koziglov Hy”d, Rosh Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin, 

(5703/1943); 

� Rav Yeshayohu Osher Zelig Margulies

(5729/1969); 

� Rav Yehuda Kahana, the Kuntres HaSefeikos

� Rav Levi Yitzchok Greenwald

before the onset of World War II, after his 

and re-established his Bais Medrash

Chassidishe Yeshivos in America, 

Rav, who was known as the 

� Rav Sholom Moshe Ungar

Abarbanel, who was himself a descendant of Dovid 

Krumpach, Slovakia. In 1941, he married the daughter of 

Shemini / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 

e Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm
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ben Chanoch Fromer of Koziglov Hy”d, Rosh Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin, 

Rav Yeshayohu Osher Zelig Margulies, a Yerushalmi Mekubol, mechaber

Kuntres HaSefeikos, (5579/1819); 

Rav Levi Yitzchok Greenwald, the Tzelemer Rav. He arrived in America in 1939, just 

of World War II, after his Bais Medrash was destroyed on Kristallnacht, 

Bais Medrash in Williamsburg. He also established one of the first 

in America, Arugas HaBosem, named after his father, the Chuster 

was known as the Arugas HaBosem, (5740/1980); 

Rav Sholom Moshe Ungar, son of Rav Shmuel Dovid Ungar, a descendant of the 

, who was himself a descendant of Dovid HaMelech (1916

Krumpach, Slovakia. In 1941, he married the daughter of Rav Simcha Greenberg, an ardent 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד מַ י ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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ben Chanoch Fromer of Koziglov Hy”d, Rosh Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin, 

mechaber of Kumi V’roni, 

. He arrived in America in 1939, just 

was destroyed on Kristallnacht, 

in Williamsburg. He also established one of the first 

, named after his father, the Chuster 

, son of Rav Shmuel Dovid Ungar, a descendant of the 

(1916–2003), born in 

Rav Simcha Greenberg, an ardent 
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Munkatcher Chassid. Supported by his father-in-law, Rav Sholom Moshe learned 

bechavrusa with his brother-in-law, Rav Meir Greenberg, later to become the Kezmarker 

Rav of New York. Rav Sholom Moshe worked with another brother-in-law, Rav Michoel 

Ber Weissmandl, in rescue operations during the War. Deportations from Nitra began in Elul 

of 1944. The Nitra Yeshiva (of two hundred bochurim) was the last Yeshiva in Europe to 

remain open and was liquidated on the 17th of Elul. Hiding in the forest for the remainder of 

the War, Rav Sholom Moshe lost his father, his wife and his three children. In 1947, he was 

officially named Rav of Nitra. In 1948, the Nitra kehilla was established in Mount Kisco, 

Westchester County, New York, (5763/2003); 

� Rav Avigdor Miller (1908–2001). Born in Baltimore, Rav Avigdor attended public school 

like all the other Jewish boys from religious homes, and studied Torah with his grandfather 

and other local Rabbonim. At the age of fourteen, he left to study at Yeshivas Rabbeinu 

Yitzchok Elchonon, which at the time was the only Jewish high school offering high-level 

Jewish studies in the United States. It was there that he met future leaders of U.S. Jewry, 

such as Rav Nosson Wachtfogel, Rav Yehuda Davis and Rav Mordechai Gifter. They met 

secretly in Rav Miller’s dormitory room to hear a shiur in Mesillas Yeshorim by Rav Yaakov 

Yosef Herman. In 1932, he followed Rav Aizik Sher to Slobodka, where he spent six years 

learning. In 1935 he married his life partner for sixty-four years, Ethel Lessin. The first 

rabbinical position which Rav Avigdor accepted was in Chelsea, Massachusetts. In 1945, 

Rav Miller was offered a job as Mashgiach of Chaim Berlin by Rav Hutner, a position he 

kept for nineteen years. He was then invited by Young Israel of Rugby to be their unofficial 

Rav. The shul was located at East 49th Street in the East Flatbush section of Brooklyn, and 

his position became official in 1946–47. He began writing his first book, Rejoice O Youth, 

in 1963. In 1964, when Yeshivas Chaim Berlin moved to Far Rockaway, Rav Miller decided 

to resign and devote himself full-time to his congregation and his writing. He finished 

writing the book in 1965, (5761/2001). 

+ 28282828
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rd
) 

� Rav Moshe Halberstam (1932–2006). Born in the town of Tshakawe, Galicia, to Rav 

Yaakov Halberstam, he was a great-great-great-grandson of the Divrei Chaim of Sanz. As a 

youth, he studied at Yeshiva Bais Avrohom Slonim under the Nesivos Sholom of Slonim. His 

Rebbe Muvhok was Rav Shmuel Wosner. He delivered shiurim for decades in a kollel for 

halocha that he headed and was a member of the Eida Chareidis Bais Din, and Rosh 

Yeshiva of Yeshivas Tshakawe. In 1997, he was appointed a member of the Badatz. He 

published a collection of responsa called Divrei Moshe, founded the Vaad HaRabbonim 

LeInyonei Tzedoka and was the head of the tzedoka Chibas Yerushalayim Kupas Rebbe 

Meir Ba’al HaNes. His son-in-law, Rav Mattisyohu Deitch, founded the Yad Rama Institute 

under the guidance of the greatest halachic authorities of today, which deals with solutions 

for problems in halocha and medicine, (5766/2006): 

� Rav Shabsai Sheftl Horowitz II, (1590–1660). The son of the Shela HaKodosh, Rav 

Shabsai studied under his father and under Rav Shlomo Ephraim Lunshitz. After his father 

left for Eretz Yisrael, he became Dayan of Prague. He then became Rav of Fuerth, then 

Frankfurt am Main and then Posen, where he founded a Yeshiva. In 1654, he was appointed 

Rav of Vienna. In 1649, he published his father’s work, Shnei Luchos HaBris, along with 

his own extensive introduction, Vavei HaAmudim, (5420/1660); 

� Rav Yichye ben Yosef Tzalach, the Maharitz, founder of the Baladi community of Yemen 
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(1713–1805). He is described as “without question…the greatest Rav and exponent of 

Jewish law ever to have been produced by Yemen”. By 1795, he was serving on the Bais 

Din of Sanaa, (5565/1805); 

� Rav Yehoshua of Ostrova, son of Rav Shlomo Leib of Lentcha, and mechaber of Toldos 

Odom (1819–1873). He was a talmid of Rav Moshe of Kobrin (whose yahrzeit is 

tomorrow), (5633/1873); 

� Rav Yosef Yozke (or Yuzpe) Rosenberg of Zalkava, mechaber of Yad Yosef (on the first 

three perokim of Bova Metzia) and Revid HaZohov, (5665/1905); 

� Rav Yehoshua Pinchas Bombach of Ushpetzin (or Oswiecim) [note: according to a 

frequently told story of the brothers, Rebbe Reb Elimelech and Rebbe Reb Zusha, this city 

would later be called Auschwitz, (5681/1921); 

� Rav Yissochor Leib Weinberg of Slonim, (5688/1928); 

� Rav Arye Shapira, Rosh Yeshiva Volozhin [also known as Valozhyn, Volozhy’n, Wolozyn, 

Volozine, and Wolozine; note: perhaps this is a typo, and is instead referring to Rav Rephael 

Shapira, the son-in-law of the Netziv, who succeeded him until 1881; or possibly Rav 

Yaakov Shapira (niftar 1936); 

� Rav Shem Klingberg ben Rav Avrohom Mordechai, the Zaloshytzer Rebbe of Cracow, 

from the Komarna dynasty. Killed in a concentration camp. One of the greatest Mekubolim 

of his time, he wrote sefer Oholei Shem, (5703/1943); 

� Rav Aharon HaKohen Rosenfeld, the Pinsk-Karlin Rebbe (1927–2001). For many years, 

he served as a Maggid Shiur in the Eitz Chaim Yeshiva, and then in the Belz Yeshiva in Eretz 

Yisrael and Belgium. When he was only thirty his wife was niftar, leaving him with five 

small children. He later married the widow of Rav Chaim Halberstam, who raised the 

orphans and brought them to marriage. On Pesach 1991, on the Yahrzeit of his grandfather, 

Rav Aharon of Karlin, he was appointed Admor of Pinsk-Karlin, (5761/2001). 

+ 29292929
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th
) 

� Rav Moshe Pallier of Kobrin (1784–1858). A close follower of Rav Mordechai of 

Lechovitch and his son, Rav Noach, he became the first Rebbe of the Kobrin dynasty in 

1833. His teachings are collected in Imros Taharos, (5618/1858); 

� Rav Mordechai Sholom Yosef Friedman, Sadigerer Rebbe, the K’nesses Mordechai 

(1897–1979), the son of Rav Aharon of Sadiger, and grandson of the second Sadigerer 

Rebbe, Rav Yisrael, (5739/1979). 

+ 30303030
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th
) 

� Rabbeinu Yosef HaLevi ibn Migash (Rimigash), talmid of the Rif (1077–1141). As head of 

the famous academy of Lucena, Spain, Rav Yosef taught numerous talmidim, including Rav 

Maimon, father of Rambam. Rambam’s praise of Rav Yosef is uncharacteristically effusive. 

“The depth and scope of his wisdom astound all who study his words,” said the Rambam. 

Having absorbed Rav Yosef’s teachings from his father, Rambam refers to Rav Yosef as 

“my teacher”, (4901/1141); 

� Rav Chaim Vital (1543–1620), sometimes referred to as Rav Chaim Vital Calabrese, since 

his family was from Calabria, Italy. He was born in Tzefas, two years after his family 

moved there from Italy. Rav Chaim’s father, Rav Yosef, was famed as an expert scribe 

whose tefillin were much sought after, having been written in holiness and purity, and with 
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special kabbalistic intentions. At age fourteen, Rav Chaim studied the revealed aspects of 

Torah under Rav Moshe Alshich, one of the foremost Rabbonim in Tzefas, then studied 

Kabbola under the leading kabbalistic luminary in the world at that time, Rav Moshe 

Cordovero (Ramak). In the year 5330 (1570), Rav Yitzchok Luria (the Ari) came to Tzefas 

from Egypt. After the passing of his teacher, Rav Moshe Cordovero, Rav Chaim became 

attached to the Ari, quickly becoming his chief talmid. He describes his initiation into the 

Ari’s new approach to Kabbola as follows: “When I [first] came to my teacher of saintly 

memory [the Ari] to study this wisdom under him, he was about to leave for Teverya. He 

took me with him. We boarded a boat, and as we were sailing [across the Kinneret] at a 

point opposite the arches of the Old Shul of Teverya, my teacher dipped a cup into the water 

and gave it to me to drink. He told me that now I would be able to grasp this wisdom [the 

teachings of Kabbola] for I had just drunk water from the well of Miriam [which is buried 

in the Kinneret]. From that time on I began to enter the depth of this wisdom.” Within a year 

of his initiation into the Ari’s teachings, Rav Chaim had become famous throughout Eretz 

Yisrael and the Diaspora as one of the great Mekubolim. When the Ari was niftar in 5332 

(1572), a mere two years after Rav Chaim had begun studying with him, Rav Chaim was 

almost universally regarded as his successor. He began teaching the kabbalistic insights he 

had received from his master to his many talmidim and thus he became the revered leader of 

a significant group of Mekubolim. He also gained a reputation as a miracle worker, a healer 

and a master of practical Kabbola. He was able to discern the nature and history of the souls 

of men. In 5347 (1587), Rav Chaim was appointed a leading judge in the rabbinical courts 

in Yerushalayim. He remained in Yerushalayim for several years and then returned to 

Tzefas. He moved to Damascus in 5354 (1594) where he passed away in 5380 (1620) at the 

age of seventy-seven. He wrote Eitz Chaim, Sha’arei Hakanos, and Sha’arei Kedusha (a 

guide to achieving Ruach HaKodesh and Nevua), and edited and organized all existing 

manuscripts of the words of the Arizal, today known as Kisvei Arizal, (5380/1620); 

� Rav Avrohom Broide of Frankfurt, (5477/1717); 

� Rav Nesanel Weil, Av Bais Din of Karlsruhe and mechaber of Korban Nesanel. On October 

17, 1750, he was elected to be Oberland-Rabbiner for both Markgrafschaften of Baden-

Durlach and Baden-Baden, as well as all the Unterlande. His son, Rav Yedidya Taya Weil, is 

the mechaber of the Haggoda Marbeh Lesaper, (5529/1769); 

� Rav Yaakov Emden (1698–1776), known as Yaavetz (Yaakov ben Tzvi), son of the 

Chacham Tzvi. Settled in Altuna in 1733. He was involved in a famous controversy over an 

amulet (kameya) written by Rav Yehonoson Eibeshutz, Rav Yaakov claiming that the 

amulet demonstrated an acceptance of Shabsai Tzvi, (5536/1776); 

� Rav Chaim Meir Yechiel of Drohbitch, (5684/1924); 

� Rav Moshe Hershler, editor of Talmudic Encyclopedia and publisher of many Sifrei 

Rishonim, (5751/1991); 

� Rav Yaakov Berav, (5306/1546). 

+ 1111
stststst
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Apr 26

th
) 

� Abba Shaul, one of the Talmudic sages whose Rebbe was Rav Yochonon ben Zakkai; 

� Rav Yaakov Beirav, born in Toledo, Spain. After serving as a rabbinical leader in Fez, 

Morocco, and Cairo, Egypt, he became the chief Rav of Tzefas. He reinstituted semicha in 

Eretz Yisrael, (5234/1474–5306/1546); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk (1720 or 1730–1788). A close talmid of the Maggid of 
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Mezritch, he – along with Rav Avrohom of Kalisk – led a contingency of three hundred 

Chassidim to Eretz Yisrael in what was the first large aliya of the Talmidei HaBesht, 

(5548/1788); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch Ashkenazi, the Chacham Tzvi (1660–1718), learned in Salinka at 

fourteen years of age under Rav Eliyohu Covo. He married the daughter of the Av Bais Din 

of Altuna-Hamburg-Wandsbeck (AHU) in 1689, and succeeded him in 1705, becoming 

Azhkenazi Rav of Amsterdam in 1710. He went to Temishlev, Poland in 1714 and then to 

Lemberg (Lvov). He was the father of Rav Yaakov Emden, (5478/1718); 

� Rav Akiva Yosef Schlesinger, the Lev Ha’Ivri, (5682/1922); 

� Rav Avrohom of Slonim, the Bais Avrohom (1889–1933), grandson of the founder of 

Slonimer Chassidus, the Chesed L’Avrohom, (5693/1933); 

� Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapira (1914–2006). Born to Rav Aryeh, the Dayan of Bialystok, he 

was the grandson of Rav Refoel (the Toras Refoel) of Volozhin, who himself was a 

grandson of the Netziv. As he was born during WWI, his family had fled from Bialystok to 

Minsk, where his uncle, Rav Chaim of Brisk, lived at the time. In 1933 Rav Moshe Shmuel 

left home and set out for Yeshivas Ohel Torah of Baranovitch headed by Rav Elchonon 

Wasserman. In the summer 1936, he moved to Mir, where became a talmid muvhok of Rav 

Boruch Ber Leibowitz of Kaminetz. In 1938 he fled to Eretz Yisrael. His father eventually 

joined him. His mother and two brothers remained behind and perished in the Holocaust. 

His cousin, the Brisker Rav, arrived in Eretz Yisrael around the same time and Rav Moshe 

Shmuel became one of his closest talmidim. After his marriage in 1946 he learned in Kollel 

Chazon Ish for a year and then served as a Maggid Shiur in Yeshivas Kol Torah in 

Yerushalayim for three years. The Chazon Ish, to whom he became very close, asked him to 

open a Yeshiva in Be’er Yaakov together with the renowned Mashgiach, Rav Shlomo Wolbe. 

In 1963 Rav Moshe Shmuel published the first volume of his sefer Kuntrus HaBiurim, 

which included his shiurim on Gittin, Kiddushin and Nedorim. He printed ten additional 

volumes over the years. He also wrote the seforim Sha’arei Shemu’os and Zohov Misheva. 

Most of his voluminous writings are, however, still unpublished. Rav Moshe Shmuel was a 

member of the Vaad HaYeshivos for fifty years. In 1968, Rav Yechezkel Sarna and the Bais 

Yisrael of Ger invited him to join the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah of Agudas Yisrael, 

(5766/2006). 

� Rav Shmuel Shmelke Horowitz of Nikolsburg, known as Rebbe Reb Shmelke (1726–

1778). The firstborn son of Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Chortkov, Shmuel Shmelke traced his 

ancestry back to the Ba’al HaMo’or and to Shmuel HaNovi. As a teenager, he and his 

brother Pinchas – who was to become the Ba’al Haflo’a of Frankfurt – learned bechavrusa 

and their chiddushim were printed by Rav Pinchas in a kuntrus called Sheves Achim. In their 

early years, Shmuel Shmelke and Pinchas studied Torah in non-Chassidic Lithuanian 

Yeshivos, but after traveling to Mezritch and meeting the Maggid, they became his ardent 

followers. After becoming a Chassid, Rebbe Reb Shmelke became Rav of Ritchval, the site 

of his Yeshiva that produced his many famous talmidim. After serving there for ten years, he 

became Rav of Shineve. In 1773, he was invited to become Rav of Nikolsburg in Moravia. 

Although he was there only five years, he made a powerful impact, and he remains 

associated with that city to this day. Among his talmidim are the Chozeh of Lublin, Rav 

Menachem Mendel of Rymanov, Rav Yisrael of Kozhnitz, Rav Mordechai Banet and Rav 

Moshe Leib of Sassov. His homilies and chiddushim were published in Divrei Shmuel, and 

anthologies of his Torah thoughts were published under the titles Imrei Shmuel, Nezir 
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Hashem and Shemen HaTov. [Yated 2006 and 2007 say 1st of Iyar], (5538/1778); 

+ 2222
ndndndnd
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Thursday Night (Apr 27

th
) 

� Rav Moshe Zakan Mazuz of Djerba (1851–1915). Rav and Av Bais Din in Djerba, he 

authored Tzaddik Venisgav, Shaarei Moshe (a collection of responsa) and Shem Moshe, 

(5675/1915); 

� Rav Avrohom Badush of Mexico, mechaber of Me’oros Avrohom, (5750/1990); 

� Rav Yehuda Meir Abromowitz, (1915–2007). He was the chairman of the Agudas Yisrael 

World Organization for many years (co-chairman with Rav Moshe Sherer). He was one of 

the last talmidim of Rav Meir Shapira, (5767/2007); 

� Birth of Rav Shmuel Schneersohn (2nd of Iyar 1834–13 Tishrei 1882), the fourth 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, known as “the Rebbe Maharash”. He was the seventh and youngest son 

of his predecessor, Rav Menachem Mendel Schneersohn, the Tzemach Tzedek. 

+ 3333
rdrdrdrd
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Friday Night (Apr 28

th
) 

� Choni HaMe’agel, a famous personage from the Talmud. There are many famous stories 

about him including one about standing in a circle to beg Hashem for rain (see Menochos 

94b, Rashi); 

� Rav Arye Leib Tzintz of Plotzk, the Maharal Tzintz, mechaber of Get Mekushar, 

Maayenei HaChochma on Bova Metzia, Yayin HaMesamei’ach on Hilchos Yayin Nesech, 

and a peirush on Pirkei Avos, (5593/1833); 

� Rav Yeshaya Steiner of Kerestir, (1851–1925). Born in Zbarav, Hungary, he lost his father 

at the age of three. When he was twelve, he was taken by his mother to Rav Tzvi Hirsch of 

Liska, the Ach Pri Tevua, whom he succeeded as Rav of Liska. He himself was succeeded 

by his son, Rav Avrohom, (5685/1925); 

� Rav Abba Berman, Rosh Yeshiva Iyun HaTalmud, (1919–2005). Born in Lodz, Poland, to 

Rav Shaul Yosef, who considered the Chofetz Chaim his primary Rebbe, he was a 

descendant of the Kli Yokor. After his bar mitzva, Rav Abba began to learn at the Mir and 

became very close to Rav Yerucham Levovitz. He fled to Shanghai with the Yeshiva at the 

outset of WWII, then immigrated to America. He was one of the founders of the Mir in 

Brooklyn. In Brooklyn, he married Rebbetzin Itka Greenberg. After several years, he moved 

to Eretz Yisrael and founded Yeshiva Iyun HaTalmud in Bnei Brak. He also lectured 

frequently at Ponevezh. The Yeshiva relocated to Yerushalayim, then to Kiryat Sefer in 

Modiin Ilit. His many shiurim were published in five seforim, also named Iyun HaTalmud. 

He is survived by his Rebbetzin and six daughters, (5765/2005); 

� Rav Yosef Breuer, (1882–1980). Born to Sophie Breuer, youngest daughter of Rav 

Shimshon Refoel Hirsch and Rav Salomon Breuer, then Rav of Papa, Hungary. Rav Hirsch 

passed away in 1888 in Frankfurt, and in 1890, when Rav Salomon Breuer was chosen to 

succeed him, the family moved to Frankfurt. Yosef became his father’s talmid and was 

ordained by him in 1903. He attended the universities of Giessen and Strasbourg, earning 

his PhD in philosophy and political economy in 1905. In 1911, Rav Breuer married Rika 

Eisenmann of Antwerp. He assumed his first rabbinical position in 1919 when he was 

appointed Rav of Frankfurt’s Klaus Shul. Following Kristallnacht in November 1938, Rav 

Breuer and his family immigrated to Antwerp, and then to the Washington Heights section 

of Manhattan, (5740/1980). 
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Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, רהצדיקי� שוכני עפ  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Arye Tzvi Ben Chanoch Fromer of Koziglov Hy”dRav Arye Tzvi Ben Chanoch Fromer of Koziglov Hy”dRav Arye Tzvi Ben Chanoch Fromer of Koziglov Hy”dRav Arye Tzvi Ben Chanoch Fromer of Koziglov Hy”d,    22227777
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan    

Rosh Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin 

On the Same Level? 

The Koziglover Rav reprinted Rav 
Arye Leib Tzintz’s sefer Shiurei Kometz 
HaMincha together with his own marginal 
glosses and commentary. After the sefer 
was again well known and available, a 
yungerman approached the Koziglover 
Rav, and asked him to daven and give a 
berocha for his sick daughter to have a 
refua sheleima. His daughter was very ill, 
the doctors had despaired of a cure and 
said that her life was in danger. Quickly he 
rushed to the Rav and begged him to save 
his daughter’s life! 

When the Koziglover Rav heard this 
request he responded, “How can I help? 

Can I change Hashem’s mind? And if you 
just want me to recite some Tehillim, well, 
that you too can do. Why are my Tehillim 
any better than yours?!” 

The yungerman, however, 
disagreed, persisting and arguing, “When 
Rav Leibush Charif (a nickname for the 
Maharal Tzintz, whose sefer we just 
mentioned above the Koziglover Rav had 
reprinted) just said the words, ‘May 
Hashem help – Hashem ya’azor,’ that was 
enough for a yeshua and a miracle to 
occur!”  

“How can you compare me,” argued 
the Koziglover Rav, “to Rav Leibush 
Charif? What kind of comparison is there 
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even – are we on the same level?”  

Again, the yungerman remained 
undeterred and argued back, “Why then 
did you place yourself on the same page as 
him (referring to the aforementioned 
glosses and commentary that the 
Koziglover Rav had published on the 
Maharal Tzintz’s sefer)?” 

No further arguments back helped 
and finally he gave in and responded, 
“Okay, you win!”  

His face changed and took on an 
ethereal expression. He turned to the 
yungerman and said those very words: 
“Hashem ya’azor – Hashem will help,” and 
He did. The deathly ill girl recovered 
completely in a miraculous manner. 
(Marbitzei Torah Me’olam HaChassidus 
Vol. 6 p. 53) 

 

Rosh Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin 

Rav Arye Tzvi Fromer, the 
Koziglover Rav, was first asked by Rav 
Meir Shapiro to take over the position as 
Rosh Yeshiva of Chachmei Lublin even 
during Rav Shapiro’s lifetime and that he 
would step down, but the Koziglover Rav 

refused. He was too close to his talmidim 
and simply did not want to leave them and 
his friends behind. Yet when Rav Meir 
Shapiro passed away at the young age of 
forty-six and the hanhola asked the 
Koziglover Rav once again to accept the 
position of Rosh Yeshiva, he saw it as his 
duty and could not refuse. One of his 
talmidim described Shabbos in the Yeshiva 
when the Koziglover Rav davened mincha 
before Shabbos, crying and sobbing tears 
like a river. After a fiery Kabbolas Shabbos, 
he began to publicly recite the portion of 
Zohar printed in the Friday night zemiros 
and explain it out loud, his only public 
shiur in Zohar, and this lasted sometimes 
for so long, sometimes for hours, that those 
Talmidim who had already gone to sleep 
were often woken up with a start to hear his 
loud voice booming as he recited Kiddush 
so late at night before dawn broke! 
Regarding his davening on Shabbos day, 
they would say, whoever never heard the 
Koziglover Rav say Nishmas (which lasted 
over half an hour alone, as he enunciated 
each word lovingly) never tasted the true 
taste of tefilla in his entire life! (Marbitzei 
Torah Me’olam HaChassidus Vol. 6 p. 54–
55, p. 59) 

    

Rav Moshe Rav Moshe Rav Moshe Rav Moshe BenBenBenBen    Yisrael of KobrinYisrael of KobrinYisrael of KobrinYisrael of Kobrin, , , , 22227777
tttthhhh
    of Nissanof Nissanof Nissanof Nissan    

Lovesick for Chassidus 

When Rav Moshe Kobriner first 
joined the Derech HaChassidus he yearned 
to travel to Rav Mordechai of Lechovitch, 
but his father-in-law was a strong 
Misnagged and staunchly forbade his son-
in-law to go. This went on until Rav 
Moshe’s yearnings and pangs were so 
strong that he became sick, so sick that 
they brought in a physician to diagnose his 
illness. The doctor declared that he was 
lovesick – his passionate desire and 
yearning for something was so strong that 
it was making him physically ill. 

His father-in-law realized that it was 
Rav Moshe’s yearnings for the Lechovitcher 
that was the root of this sickness and so he 
finally relented and agreed to allow him to 
travel. His father-in-law hired a coach, 
wagon and some horses, and they set out. 
As they neared their destination, slowly but 
surely Rav Moshe’s condition improved. 
Seeing that his son-in-law was getting well, 
the father-in-law decided to turn back 
around. When Rav Moshe saw them going 
back, his illness returned and he had a total 
relapse. Seeing that there was no other 
option, they turned back again to 
Lechovitch. When they arrived in 
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Lechovitch, it was the Shabbos before 
Selichos and Rav Moshe quickly absorbed 
the Derech HaChassidus and became an 
ardent and devoted Chassid of the Rebbe 
he would one day succeed. (Yehi Ohr p. 229 
#480) 

In Kobrin the davening was so 
intense, with such mesirus nefesh and 
dveikus that there were specially appointed 
Chassidim whose job it was to revive all the 
other Chassidim who fainted during 
Nishmas. (Yehi Ohr p. 232 #489) 

 

The Kobriner’s Sayings and Praises 

The Lechovitcher said regarding Rav 
Moshe Kobriner: Every day he reveals a 
new meaning and discovers a new derech 
in the concept of Bechol derochecha 
do’eihu – “Know Hashem in all your ways”. 
A different time he remarked how even the 
angels and seraphs did not recognize the 
Kobriner’s true stature. 

Rav Yisrael Rizhiner said to Rav 
Moshe Kobriner, “When you travel and 
come to me I can smell your fragrance like 
the bouquet of Eretz Yisrael, even when 
you are still fifty meters off, and your emes 
can be felt at several miles distance!”  

The Kobriner used to say regarding 
the wording of the first berocha of 
Shemone Esrei, koneh hakol – that 
Hashem acquires each and every gesture 
that a Jew does for Hashem’s sake and 
accepts them all as long as they are emes. 
(Toras Avos p. 293 #114, #129) 

 

How is it Going? 

Rav Mordechai of Slonim related 
about the Kobriner: 

The Alter Slonimer Rebbe once 

visited Piyesk and an old Yid, who was not 
a Chassid but had visited Kobrin, told him 
what Rav Moshe Kobriner had said: 

“Di velt zogt az es macht zich nisht 
vi es vilt zich, miz men velt vi es mach zich. 
Ober se iz duch a to’us. Be’emes – az men 
vil vi es macht zich, macht zich vi es vilt 
zich! – There is a saying that people say: If 
things are not going how you would like 
them to go, we must like the way they are 
going. [We need to accept it they way 
things are.] This, however, is a mistake, 
emphasized the Kobriner. The truth is the 
opposite: if we like the way things are 
going, then things go the way we like them 
to!” He explained: If you accept the 
judgment and decisions of Heaven, if you 
accept how things are going by accepting 
how they have been decreed, then Hashem 
will fulfill your will and things will go the 
way you like.  

 

Emunas Chachomim 

Rav Moshe was once asked what 
Emunas Chachomim is. He responded, 
“True Emunas Chachomim is to believe 
with full faith that you yourself are not a 
chochom! 

 

His Histalkus 

Before his petira he remarked, “The 
thing I am truly ashamed of is that the Bais 
HaMikdosh wasn’t rebuilt in my lifetime.” 
And before he left this world his body 
changed form so that his sinews and veins 
began to bulge on his head until they 
formed the shape of the letter shin [like on 
the Tefillin Shel Rosh] (Maamar 
Mordechai Slonim #29, #30, #36-37) 

    

RRRRav av av av CCCChaim haim haim haim BenBenBenBen    YYYYosef osef osef osef VVVVitalitalitalital, , , , 33330000
thththth
    of Nissanof Nissanof Nissanof Nissan 
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Talmid Ha’Arizal

How Rav Chaim Vital Came to the 
Arizal and Drank From Miriam’s 
Well 

Rav Chaim Vital lived in Damascus 
and for a period of some months the Arizal 
kept coming to him in his dreams each 
night and spoke with him, urging him to 
come to Tzefas to learn from him. “Come 
and I shall reveal to you secrets that have 
never before been revealed since the 
Creation of the world!” Rav Chaim, 
however, took no heed of these nightly 
visions, and assumed at the time that his 
own learning was superior to the Arizal’s – 
after all, he had already authored his own 
sefer of commentary on the holy Zohar. 
One day, after contemplating the matter, 
Rav Chaim finally agreed to visit the Arizal 
and see for himself if his nightly visions 
were true and what the Arizal could teach 
him. 

He traveled to Tzefas and and 
approached the Arizal, testing him through 
a certain ma’amar in the Zohar, a very 
difficult passage that Rav Chaim Vital 
already thought he understood very well. 
The Arizal revealed the meaning of the 
passage of Zohar together with profound, 
hidden secrets that were so powerful and 
awesome that when Rav Chaim Vital heard 
them he felt his soul almost leaving his 
body! Rav Chaim then asked about the 
meaning of a different passage of Zohar 
and the Arizal opened for him many more 
openings of great spiritual light. 
Eventually, Rav Chaim became humbled 
before the Arizal like a servant before his 
master. When he asked for another 
explanation, the Arizal held up his hand 
and replied, “Sorry, the boundary is here. 
You are unworthy of knowing more.” 

Hearing this, Rav Chaim was 

extremely distressed. He went home, 
donned sackcloth and began to cry and 
wallow in ashes and dirt, pouring the ashes 
on himself and wailing, bemoaning his 
unworthiness, begging to be found worthy 
of studying Toras HaKabbola from the 
Arizal. He fasted and cried all night in 
prayer to Hashem. 

The next day he fell before the 
Arizal, kissing his hands and feet and the 
hem of his robes and cried, prostrating 
himself, begging to be worthy of studying 
and learning from him. “Please, for 
Hashem’s sake, do not send me away 
empty-handed!”  

The Arizal responded, “Really I 
should turn you away for having held back 
so long from coming before me for some 
three months. However, your fasting and 
mourning in sackcloth and ashes have 
succeeded and now I shall not hold back 
any more secrets of Torah from you.” 

Rav Chaim sat among the talmidim 
but he would learn and forget, learn and 
forget, again and again, over and over – 
until they traveled to Teverya. 

When they reached Teverya they 
took a small boat and sailed on the waters 
of the Kinneret. They sat in the boat 
together, Rav Chaim Vital and the Arizal, 
until they reached two large pillars, the 
ruins of an ancient shul. The Arizal took a 
small flask and filled it with water from 
between the sunken pillars and gave Rav 
Chaim Vital to drink, and told Rav Chaim, 
“Now you will be able to hold onto this 
wisdom and stop forgetting, for these 
waters are from the wellsprings of the Be’er 
Miriam.” Rav Chaim stopped forgetting 
and was able to remember and gain insight 
into the depths of wisdom of the secrets of 
Torah. (Shivchei Ha’Arizal) 
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Like Shmuel HaNovi 

Rebbe Reb Shmelke lived for fifty-
two years like Shmuel HaNovi. He used to 
say that his soul was a spark of Shmuel 
HaNovi except that because they added the 
name Shmelke he was not completely like 
the Novi. 

 

His Yeshiva and his Demands From 
His Talmidim 

In order to be accepted to his 
Yeshiva, every new student had to accept 
the following rules and conditions: 

He must learn with all his soul and 
all his strength and not ever go to bed or to 
sleep, rather to study until he collapsed 
from fatigue. He once passed by a student 
who lay in the hallway, apparently 
collapsed from tiredness, his head on his 
folded jacket instead of a pillow. When he 
awoke, Rebbe Reb Shmelke berated and 
chastised him: if he still had the strength to 
fold his jacket and lay down on it, he still 
had strength left to learn – and that was 
unacceptable! 

 

The Storm and the Shofar 

Once, a foreign ruler summoned 
Rebbe Reb Shmelke before him. The Rebbe 
Reb Shmelke traveled together with his 
talmid, Rav Moshe Leib Sassover. Together 
they journeyed by ship and were at sea for 
many weeks. It was the night of Rosh 
HaShana when a great sea storm raged and 
began to toss the ship to and fro among the 
high waves. The entire crew was seized 
with fear and thought that at any moment 
they might capsize and drown. Rebbe Reb 
Shmelke was deep in meditation while Rav 
Moshe Leib Sassover sang and danced all 
night, singing Shiras HaYom – oz yoshir 
Moshe – bellowing in a loud voice! 

Every few minutes Rebbe Reb 

Shmelke asked if it was already dawn, as he 
sat in eager anticipation, burning with 
hislahavus, aflame with excitement for the 
upcoming moment when he could blow 
shofar! 

As soon as dawn broke, Rebbe Reb 
Shmelke blew the shofar and immediately 
the storm ceased, the waves calmed down 
and the sea returned to normal. They were 
saved! 

Afterward, Rebbe Reb Shmelke 
asked Rav Moshe Leib why he sang and 
danced.  

“I thought at any moment we would 
drown and I would come face to face with 
my Maker. I was so excited to meet and see 
Hashem, how could I refrain from singing 
and dancing?!” was Rav Moshe Leib’s 
reply. 

When they came before the king, 
Rebbe Reb Shmelke’s regal, stately 
appearance filled them all with awe, respect 
and reverence. They saw he was a G-dly 
man and so they freed him of any charges 
and wrongdoing. Tzaddikim who retold 
this story explained further that it wasn’t 
Rebbe Reb Shmelke’s shofar blowing that 
calmed the sea, not at all; rather it was his 
ga’aguim – his pining, heartfelt desire all 
night long for the opportunity to fulfill the 
mitzva that did it.  

 

Overburdening Eliyohu 

After Rebbe Reb Shmelke’s passing, 
the Apta Rav went to comfort his widow 
and hear any wondrous tales she would 
relate about her husband, olov hasholom. 

The widow told him how once in the 
middle of his nightly learning session his 
candle burned low and went out. In 
distress, he walked out to seek a candle, 
forgetting that he was on the second floor. 
He stepped out onto the balcony, saw a 
person holding a candle coming toward 
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him, thanked the stranger profusely, and 
entered, rekindling his light with the new 
candle and…it was then that he was struck 
midstride by the following realization: he 
was on the second floor! Who could have 
come toward him from the ground level, 
and who could have handed him a candle? 
It must have been Eliyohu HaNovi, was his 
conclusion, and the mere thought that he 
had burdened and troubled Eliyohu 
HaNovi to bring him, the lowly Reb 
Shmelke, a candle! The thought troubled 
and bothered him to the point of tears, 
distress and despondency. He never 
realized how much in Shomayim they must 
have valued his Torah study to send 
Eliyohu. His humility was so great, all he 
thought was how he must have burdened 
the prophet! 

(Yehi Ohr p. 253–256 300, 301, 303, 305) 

 

Canceling the Vilna Gaon’s Decree  

Rebbe Reb Shmelke Nikolsburger 
was a talmid of the great Mezritcher 
Maggid, Rebbe Reb Dov Ber. In the sefer 
Shemen HaTov the following story is cited 
in the name of the Apta Rav, mechaber of 
Ohev Yisrael: 

Originally, Rebbe Reb Shmelke and 
his brother Rav Pinchas Horowitz, 
mechaber of the Haflo’a, were both 
talmidim of the Vilna Gaon. The Gra 
decided to gather a minyan and convene a 
Bais Din to sit and decree preventing 
anyone from marrying any of the 
Mezritcher Maggid’s talmidim. Counted 
among the Dayonim in this Bais Din were 
Rebbe Reb Shmelke and the Haflo’a. When 
word of the pending decree reached Rebbe 
Reb Ber’s ears he sent his talmidim, Rav 
Avrohom Kalisker and Rebbe Reb Zusha, to 
Vilna to attempt to prevent the decree. He 
advised them and gave them the following 
idea how to draw near the Gra: “When you 
come to Vilna the Gaon will be dealing with 
certain Tosafos and studying it with his 
talmidim and discussing its meaning. I will 

teach you a way to explain this Tosafos and 
when you present the solution to the Gra, 
he will be impressed and draw you near.”  

And so it was. When the Vilna Gaon 
asked the identity of the two anonymous 
strangers who were obviously Talmidei 
Chachomim of some caliber since they 
could explain such a difficult Tosafos so 
well, they told him the truth, that they were 
talmidim of Rebbe Reb Ber, the Maggid of 
Mezritch. And so there was no decree, 
Rebbe Reb Shmelke and his brother the 
Haflo’a both decided to leave for Mezritch 
and see for themselves who this Maggid 
was.  

In the sefer Maasei Tzaddikim it 
describes their first encounter with the 
Maggid: When Rebbe Reb Shmelke 
suggested they travel to the Maggid, his 
brother countered, “And what will be with 
all the bitul Torah on the way?”  

“I have heard that he is a great Gaon 
and that he is great in Torah as well,” 
answered Rebbe Reb Shmelke, and so his 
brother agreed and they traveled to 
Mezritch. They were extremely 
disappointed by their initial encounter on 
Erev Shabbos when, instead of engaging 
them with Divrei Torah and a pilpul as 
they expected, the Maggid told them he 
needed to prepare to greet the Shabbos 
Queen and dismissed them. Likewise his 
Sholosh Seudos Torah disappointed them, 
as they expected a pilpul and a discourse as 
they were accustomed, and not Chassidus. 
They decided to take leave of the Maggid.  

“Before you go on your way, please 
take leave of Rebbe Reb Zusha as well,” 
asked the Maggid.  

And so they both went to the Bais 
Medrash and found Rebbe Reb Zusha, who 
challenged them, “It says in the Medrash in 
the name of Chazal that if your Rav is 
compared to an angel then you can ask 
Torah from his mouth and study, and if 
not, then no, but I ask you – have you ever 
met or seen an angel? If you cannot 
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recognize an angel, then how would you 
know if your Rav is comparable to one and 
whether or not you can accept Torah from 
him?”  

The two brothers agreed, and said to 
one another that such profound wisdom 

from Rebbe Reb Zusha proves that his 
master and teacher the Maggid must truly 
be as an angel great in Torah. They stayed 
and became devoted talmidim. (Menora 
HaTehora p. 9 #1 and #2) 

 

Rav Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk,Rav Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk,Rav Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk,Rav Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk,    1111
sssstttt
    ooooffff    IIIIyyyyaaaarrrr 

Mechaber of Pri Ha’Aretz, Talmid of the Mezritcher Maggid and Founder of the Chassidishe Yishuv in Eretz Yisrael 

Rebbe Reb Zusha said regarding 
him, “Just as Eretz Yisrael is higher than all 
the lands so is Rav Menachem Mendel of 
Vitebsk higher than all the Tzaddikim.”  

The Mezritcher Maggid sent him to 
Reisin to teach them Yiras Shomayim and 
good middos. He dressed Rav Menachem 
Mendel in his own kaftan, gave him his 
staff and sent him on his way. When Rav 
Menachem Mendel Vitebsker returned, the 
Maggid asked him how he had fared.  

“I found whole hearts and torn 
clothes and I exchanged them for broken 
hearts and whole clothes. Everywhere I 
went they called me a lamdan and a sage 
but I knew the truth about my lowly 
stature.”  

“You did well,” replied the Maggid. 

Tzaddikim used the following 
parable to explain why Rav Menachem 
Mendel of Vitebsk conducted himself with 
majesty although he was truly humble and 
brokenhearted: Someone had a valuable 
diamond and was afraid it would be stolen. 
He therefore hid the gemstone in his 
garbage can in such a filthy place that no 
one would ever think to search for it there. 
Similarly, the Vitebsker hid his humility 
beneath the false veneer of majesty and 
arrogance. 

Tzaddikim described the Vitebsker 
manner of prayer as follows: He davens 
like someone so lowly that he is covered in 
unsightly boils and desires to enter the 

king’s chamber to speak with His Majesty. 
He pushes his way in, is rejected and cast 
out, yet pays no heed to the guards and 
servants. He pushes and forces his way in 
again and again to gain an audience with 
the king to plead for his very soul. 

The Vitebsker came to Eretz Yisrael 
together with Rav Avrohom Kalisker and 
some three hundred Chassidim to found 
the new yishuv of Talmidei Ba’al Shem 
Tov.  

During the voyage a storm 
threatened to capsize the boat and drown 
them, until the Vitebsker cried out, “Master 
of the World – Ribbono Shel Olam – 
remember the suffering and shame I had to 
endure when I took leave of Rav Boruch 
Mezhibuzher and the honors they bestowed 
upon me that shamed me! How they swept 
the floor before me and treated me like 
royalty!”  

Apparently, his humility was so 
great and his shame so real that Hashem 
heard his tefillos and the storm abated. 
Another time, when a gale threatened 
them, the Vitebsker lowered himself into 
the turbulent waters and, ignoring the 
protests of his colleagues, proceeded to 
tovel in the sea, like a mikve until he 
achieved salvation and saved them by 
sweetening the harsh judgment, canceling 
the decree and stopping the storm. (Yehi 
Ohr p. 115 #204, 205, 207, 208, 215, 216, 
217)
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Affectionately Known as Reb Shaya’le Kerestir 

The Magical, Vanishing Laundromat  

When Rav Yissochor Beirish Rubin 
arrived in America after the Second World 
War, he arrived poor and penniless. One of 
the Jews who 
recognized the 
Tzaddik’s gadlus 
and tzidkus began 
to spread the word 
that one of Rav 
Yeshayale Kerestir’s 
einiklach had 
arrived and was 
now available for 
counsel and 
berochos in Manhattan’s Lower East Side. 
Among the many Yidden who sought his 
berocha came a wealthy Jew from 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, who explained 
that he saw an advertisement proclaiming a 
grandson of the Tzaddik Rav Yeshayale 
Kerestir had arrived. He took out four 
kemiyos (amulets) that the Kerestirer had 
written and handed one to Rav Rubin as a 
gift, along with a handsome donation as a 
pidyon and told Rav Rubin the following 
story behind the kemiyos that he kept and 
treasured: 

In the days before the First World 
War, he had made his way from Hungary 
and settled in the East Side of Manhattan. 
In those days, the washing machine was a 
new invention and an expensive luxury. 
This Jew had a kliger kop and had a 
brilliant idea to make a parnossa. Knowing 
that most people could not afford a 
washing machine, he took out loans, 
invested in several of the new expensive 
machines and opened one of the first 
laundromats. Here people could rent and 
use the machines to do their laundry, 
benefit from them and pay for their use in 
an affordable manner without having to 
purchase one. 

The laundromat was a very 

successful enterprise and the Jew soon 
became wealthy. His neighbors were 
jealous and one of them copied his idea, 
opening a laundromat just down the street 
on the opposite side. His clientele of fellow 
goyim grew since they preferred to do the 
laundry with him, while the Jew’s business 
dwindled and dwindled. The Jew was very 
upset and told his woes to a Shad”ar – a 
meshulach who at that time was sleeping 
there as his guest from Hungary.  

“Back home in Hungary there is a 
wonder Rav, a Rebbe and Tzaddik in 
Kerestir, whose berochos and yeshuos are 
famous. Surely he can help you. Send a 
kvittel and a pidyon with me and I will be 
sure to bring the matter before the Rebbe.”  

The Jew did so and in no time a 
parcel arrived, containing four amulets 
with instructions from the Kerestirer Rebbe 
that the Jew was to affix each kemiya to 
one of the four walls of the laundromat, 
and so he did. 

The nefarious plans of his non-
Jewish neighbor did not end with stealing 
his customers. Apparently, he wasn’t 
satisfied with just taking away business; he 
decided to hatch a plan to put a sure end to 
any chance of this Jew’s success. He hired 
an arsonist and paid him to set the store on 
fire. He gave the arsonist the exact address 
of the Jew’s laundromat and waited to hear 
news of his wicked scheme’s success. 
Meanwhile, it was Shabbos night and the 
stores were all closed. The would-be 
arsonist arrived at the location where the 
address said the store should be but try as 
he might, he searched high and low and 
could find no laundromat at the said 
address! After fruitlessly searching for 
some time, he almost gave up when he 
asked a passerby where the laundromat 
was. They pointed him to the non-Jew’s 
laundromat, which was just down the 
street. Thinking that his boss must have 
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made a mistake with the store’s number, 
since it was on the same street (not 
knowing that his boss who hired him also 
owned a laundromat), he set fire to the 
goy’s laundromat. The sirens blared and 
the fire trucks came to put out the 
conflagration. When the police arrived 
together with the fire inspector, they 
immediately recognized that the evidence 
pointed to arson. They tracked the 
materials down to the arsonist, arrested 
him and he confessed to the crime and 
pointed to his hired boss as the culprit. The 
goy was arrested and sentenced to many 
years in prison for arson, fraud and other 
crimes. 

The kemiya that the Jew gave Rav 
Rubin contained the sheimos that formed 
the roshei teivos of the pasuk in Bereishis 
19:11, “And the men at entrance of the 
house they [the angels] struck with 
blindness from young to old and they failed 
to find the entrance”. So had this bully 
been blinded; wondrously the accomplice 
had failed to find the laundromat, even 
though it had been right in front of him! 
(As heard from Rav Yitzchok Zeltenreich, 
who heard it from his father-in-law Rav 
Yissochor Beirish Rubin – Mofes HaDor p. 
469–471) 

 

Reb Shaya’le was one of the most 
famous Chassidic Rebbes from Hungary of 
the early twentieth century. He was a 
talmid of Rav Chaim Halberstam of Sanz 
and Rav Mordechai Nadvorna. 

His picture is believed by many Jews 
to be an amulet of protection. Many 
storekeepers have his picture in their stores 
to keep away mice. In the picture, one can 
see that the Rebbe was facing down. 
Legend says that once Rav Chaim of Sanz 
placed his hands on Rav Yeshaya’s head to 
bless him. From that point on, Reb Shaya’le 
never raised his head. 

He was known as a miracle worker 
and a great ba’al chessed. Thousands came 

to his funeral. At one point during the 
eulogies, the mailman from the town, who 
was not Jewish, spoke up in the middle and 
said, “You don’t have any idea who this 
man was. I personally handled his mail, 
and I know that he himself supported 
hundreds of poor families throughout 
Hungary. 

 [Editor’s 
note: Whenever I 
have visited his 
ohel in Hungary, 
numerous non-
Jews came 
forward to extol 
his virtues that 
were retold 
throughout their 
generations. The 
people who lived 
nearby felt it was 
a ‘zechus’ to have him close by and always 
took proper care of his gravesite.  

There are numerous stories of non-
Jewish people who came to him for 
blessings too]. 

 

The Famous Mouse Story 

His greatest pleasure was to host a 
very elaborate Melave Malka, the meal that 
follows Shabbos, on Saturday night. Often 
he would have his Chassidim shecht fresh 
chickens for his meal. He would always 
distribute the food himself – in a hidden 
way. For instance, he would put his hand in 
a bag and distribute challos to those 
present, and there were always exactly the 
number of challos needed. As soon as the 
last person got his portion, they looked in 
the bag and it was empty. Many people 
testified to that fact from the previous 
generation who witnessed this 
phenomenon firsthand. 

One Motzo’ei Shabbos, while Reb 
Shaya’le was eating this special Melave 
Malka meal, a Chassid came to him with an 
urgent request. He was a man who had a 
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warehouse full of foodstuffs and he made 
his living by buying and selling food. For 
the past number of months, his warehouse 
had been taken over by mice that were 
eating his grain and other commodities, 
and his entire livelihood was threatened. 
He asked Reb Shaya’le for a blessing that 
the mice should leave his warehouse.  

At that time, each small town in 
Europe was ruled by the local church 
pastor. Some of the pastors were kind 
toward the Jews and others were very 
harsh. Reb 
Shaya’le asked the 
Chassid if the 
pastor of the town 
he lived in was 
kind or harsh. The 
Chassid replied 
that he was very 
harsh toward the 
Jews. Reb Shaya’le 
then instructed 
the Chassid to go 
to his warehouse 
and to tell the mice, “Reb Shaya’le says to 
go to the estate of the pastor.” The Chassid 
followed the Rebbe’s advice and instantly 
hundreds of mice raced out of the 
warehouse, all heading in the direction of 
the pastor’s estate. The Chassid’s business 
was saved, and ever since, Jews who have 
been plagued with this problem have used 
Reb Shaya’le’s picture to rid their homes of 
mice. 

 

Preparing for Tefilla 

When Chassidim peeked through his 
keyhole before Mussaf on Rosh HaShana 
expecting to see him immersed in holy 
kavonos, they were amazed to see him 
cutting up the cakes to distribute to the 
congregation. 

 

Nobleman’s Request 

Once, a nobleman who was also a 
government official approached Reb 
Shaya’le to request his help. He had a son 
who was very sick and had heard that he 
was a wonder Rebbe. He promised the 
Rebbe that he would help the Jews who 
were forcefully conscripted into the army. 
Reb Shaya’le raised his holy eyes to Heaven 
and exclaimed, “Hashem, there are many 
non-Jews who persecute us. If you need to 
claim a soul, pick one of them. At least this 
man will help the Yidden.” 

Immediately, word came that the 
child was beginning to recover until he was 
completely healed. The man kept his word 
and forged medical conditions for Yidden 
so they would be released from the army. 
With time, his scheme was discovered and 
he was brought to trial. He again ran to Reb 
Shaya’le and asked for his help. The Rebbe 
assured him that all would be well. That 
night, the courthouse that housed all the 
records that were to be used against the 
official was overrun by thousands of mice 
who ate through all the records. Naturally, 
the case was promptly dismissed. 

[Editor: I have also heard from 
people who remembered the child of this 
government official, and they attested that 
he too was an unbelievable Oheiv Yisrael 
and always declared that he owed his life to 
the Rebbe]. 

 

Caring Even After His Petira 

When he sensed that his petira was 
near, he asked his son to immediately cook 
copious amounts of food and prepare 
abundant drinks, since he realized that a 
lot of people would come to his funeral and 
the weather was unusually hot. Everyone 
would be busy with his funeral and would 
not realize that the masses were hungry. 
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The Maharal Tzintz 

Who was this extraordinary 
Tzaddik? His name was Rav Aryeh Leib 
(Maharal) Tzintz. This Gaon wrote many 
seforim, and he was very interested in 
seeing that they were printed and 
distributed. That is why he made the 
promise he did (see below). 

Indeed, there are many stories told 
of people who were helped in miraculous 
ways after they undertook to print the 
seforim of the Gaon. The organization 
dedicated to the publication of the 
Maharal’s seforim knows of many cases of 
people who have seen yeshuos that were 
clearly miraculous. These involve recovery 
from life-threatening diseases, obtaining 
good parnossa, finding proper shidduchim 
and nachas from children. 

 

This Week’s Segula for Parnossa 

(Please note: I am not affiliated with 
this organization in any way. I have seen a 
yeshua for parnossa by using this segula 
and by printing seforim from the Maharal 
Tzintz and my Rebbe, Shlit”a, the 
Clevelander, told me that he also did so 
once and saw a yeshua in it. As such, I am 
presenting it for his Yahrzeit on the 3rd of 
Iyar.) 

Praga, a suburb of the European 
Jewish capital of Warsaw, the 3rd of Iyar, 
5593 – more than 180 years ago! The Gaon 
and revered Rav Aryeh Leib Tzintz, known 
as the Maharal Tzintz, or the Gaon 
MiPlatzek, lay on his deathbed surrounded 
by his most senior talmidim (one of whom 
was the famous Chiddushei HaRim of Gur). 
The great man’s soul would soon be parted 
from his pure body as it traveled to rest on 
high, in the place reserved for only the 
holiest and purest. 

An atmosphere similar to Neila 
(closure) on Yom Kippur pervaded the 

room. The talmidim were looking at the 
face of their Rebbe, a man who taught 
Torah to thousands and had given 
blessings and salvation to everyone who 
ever knocked at his door, but now his lips 
did not stop as he mumbled incessantly. 
Some of the talmidim were bending 
forward and cupping their ears to hear him 
say, “What is the difference between 
learning Torah here and learning it in the 
world above…?” 

Suddenly, the Tzaddik awakened 
and his eyes were wide open. His hand 
pointed to the wooden board in the corner 
of the room and he asked that it be brought 
to him. With whatever strength he still had, 
he wrote on the board the text that he 
wanted engraved on his matzeiva 
(headstone). The talmidim watched silently 
as this mighty Torah scholar wrote; finally, 
his wonderful promise was written: I will 
be an intermediary with Hashem (meilitz) 
in the World to Come for anyone who tries 
to bring to publication the books that I 
have compiled. 

The looks of astonishment on his 
talmidim’s faces did not leave his pure 
eyes. The shock and emotion had gripped 
everyone around him. This was not an 
empty statement. It was a promise that was 
all-encompassing and comprehensive, and 
it will be etched in stone forever, for all 
generations. It was to be the epitaph 
engraved into eternity at his final resting 
place ... 

For a short moment, he spoke in a 
clear voice, “When a man hangs a sign on 
his store, he is telling us that he has 
something to sell!” 

This “sign” has survived until now 
and is the holy message of our Rebbe, the 
Tzintz Rebbe, of blessed memory, as he lies 
in the main cemetery located in Genesha 
Street in Warsaw. The many writings about 
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all aspects of the Torah published by the 
Maharal Tzintz have been reprinted on 
many occasions over the years, and those 
who have been involved in their publication 
have been rewarded with wonderful 
prosperity, both spiritual and material. 

“And these were not mere words, for 
we have seen and heard of the amazing 
miracles that have been visited through this 
act, for they are no longer on a downward 
slide and thanks to this mitzva they have 
been saved and healed.” (Shem 
HaGedolim) 

“Indeed, he promised good things to 
all who try to help in publishing his work, 
and this is what has happened for everyone 
involved.” (Rav Tzodok HaKohen of 
Lublin) 

“This is a segula for all kinds of 
problems and will help many!” (Orchos 
Rabbeinu HaSteipler, of blessed memory) 

To download and print seforim go to 
http://hebrewbooks.org/advanced.aspx 

and copy and paste a search for צינץ under 
author. This will help you find many free 
seforim to download and print 

Send a kvittel: 
http://www.tzintz.org/system/scripts/sho
w_page.cgi?page=kvitel 

Download and Print Seforim: 

http://www.tzintz.org/system/script
s/modules/admin/pages/show_pag
e.cgi?p=55 

 

 

Asking for help in attracting as many signatures as possible for a petition to Lithuanian 
government officials in favor of preserving the Old Jewish Cemetery in Vilna, and against the 

construction of a convention center over the heart of the cemetery. 

This mitzvah of "meis mitzvah" (see below) is of paramount importance. It is urgent that we deal 
with it right away. Please sign (all the way at the bottom) and forward to as many people as possible.  

May we be zoche  b’ezras Hashem to avert this potential great travesty and tremendous chillul 
Hashem. 

Tizkeh  limitzvos! 

Editor 

Dear Reader: 

We don’t ordinarily get involved in signing petitions, but this is a matter that cries out for 
protest against the massive desecration that is about to take place. I’m sure you know that the 
Lithuanian government has announced plans to build a new convention center over the Old Jewish 
Cemetery of Vilna. Although the Vilna Gaon’s remains were removed from the Old Jewish Cemetery, 
the remains of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Jews are still buried in the Old Jewish cemetery. These 
include the remains of some of the greatest rabboinim, Jewish martyrs, and pious women through the 
centuries, including Rav Moshe Rivkes (niftar 1671-2), author of the Be’er Ha-Golah on the Shulhan 
Arukh; Rav Zelmele (i.e. Rav Shlomo Zalman, niftar 1788), brother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin and 
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favorite disciple of the Vilna Gaon; Rav Shmuel ben Rav Avigdor (nifta 1793), last Chief Rabbi of 
Vilna; Rav Avraham ben Ha-Gra (niftar 1809);  the Ger Zedek of Vilna (niftar 1749), whose remains 
were not removed from the Old Jewish cemetery (despite claims otherwise); and Traina (date of petira 
unknown), mother of the Vilna Gaon; Chana, first wife of the Vilna Gaon (niftar 1782); and Gitel, 
second wife of the Vilna Gaon, who apparently outlived the Gaon (precise date of petira is unknown). 
Virtually every Jew who died in Vilna before the year 1831 was, in fact, buried in the Old Jewish 
Cemetery.  

The petition does not call for the Lithuanian government to cancel plans for building a new 
convention center (funded largely by the EU). It simply asks that it be built at a different location in 
Vilnius – which can easily be done.  

A wonderful Vilna resident, Ruta Bloshtein, a shomer shabbos woman who bakes challah for 
members of the Vilna kehillah every erev Shabbos, has taken upon herself the responsibility of 
spearheading this write-in campaign. She started some three weeks ago and has about 2,000 
signatories so far. She needs at least 50,000 signatures; if she doesn’t get them it will be a Chillul Ha-
Shem even beyond the destruction of the Jewish cemetery itself. It will be a signal to the Lithuanian 
government that Jews neither care nor count. If she gets 50,000 signatures, the political authorities will 
have little choice but to take the petition into account before making any hasty decision. She needs, 
and deserves, our help. 

The two key Rabbonim in Lithuania today, Rav Krelin (Chief Rabbi of Lithuania) and  Rav 
Krinsky (head of Chabad) are among the first 250 signatories. It seems to me this is a case of  מת מצוה  in 
more ways than one. Sefer Chasidim, §261 (ed. Margulies, p. 225) reads:  

כגו שתראה שבני עיר� לומדי� , כגו שתראה מצוה בזויה או תורה שאי לה עוסקי�, אהוב ל� את המצוה הדומה למת מצוה שאי לה עוסקי�
כי , ותקבל שכר גדול כנגד כול�, אתה תלמד�, ופרק מי שמתו, וא� תראה שאי חוששי� ללמוד מועד קט. תלמוד סדר קדשי�, מועד וסדר נשי�

 .ת מצוהה� דוגמת מ
You should love mitzvos that have similar status to that of an abandoned corpse that no one 

attends to (and whose burial is obligatory on whoever finds it). Should you see a mitzvah that is 
denigrated, or a portion of Torah that is neglected, make a point of [doing the mitzvah and] studying 
the Torah that is neglected. 

Should you see the members of your community studying the Order of Mo’ed [the laws of the 
Festivals] and the order of Nashim [the laws pertaining to women], to the neglect of the other Orders, 
make sure that you study the Order of Kodoshim [the laws pertaining to sacred matters relating to the 
Temple sacrifices and service]. Should you see that no one concerns himself with the study of the 
talmudic tractate Mo’ed Katan, or the talmudic chapter Mi Shemeso [the third chapter of tractate 
Berakhos], make sure that you study them. 

Your reward will be great, equal to that of all the others, for all these are samples of an 
abandoned corpse whose burial is obligatory on the one who finds it.   

All one needs to do is to click on the link below, fill out the electronic form, and electronically 
sign their name. Please forward to others, so that they too can participate in this mitzvah. It is not a 
time to stand idly by. 

With prayers for the success of our cause. 

https://www.change.org/p/hon-dalia-grybauskaite-please-move-new-vilnius-convention-center-
project-away-from-the-old-jewish-cemetery


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 
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2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

problem there is – even if it may seem impossible.

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur
 

As we have been publicizing, many 
HaChaim HaKodosh is a segula fo
yeshuos and zera shel kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the 
in honor of the illustrious and distinguished 
merit of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
intercede on behalf of Klal Yisrael.

  דבורה

Refuah Sheleimah  

מינדל אסתר לאה �  מרדכי צבי ב
 ד �בורהיחיאל מיכל ב  
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 שיינא דבורה � פסח גרשו� ב
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 רחל חנה � אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     
  ודיהפערל שרה בת ה  

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

verer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

even if it may seem impossible. 

knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness

e nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the 
for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim

. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim
in honor of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the 

dosh coupled with the learning zechus for the 
Yisrael. 

    
    
    
    

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו ר''ב חיי אברה 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' ב� ר 
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 

verer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 

travel, He shall help  me again. 

who controls everything 

loving kindness more 



Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    

teach that learning the sefer Ohr 
Yiras Shomayim, refua sheleima, 

Eretz Yisrael, please 
details, and I can help 

Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim 
are this week. May the 

for the tzaddikim always 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

  שמעו�' ר
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

 


