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Bamidbar 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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Each man by his banner (2:2) 

The Medrash (Bamidbar Rabba 2:2), teaches that at the giving of the 

Torah on Har Sinai, the Jewish people were able to see in

which had opened. They saw how the angles were set up in groups, each 

group with its own flag. Upon seeing this they said, “If only we could also 

merit being set up in such a formation with each tribe assigned to its own 

flag.” When Hashem heard this He said, “I promise that I will fulfill 

desire and Hashem immediately commanded Moshe Rabbeinu to make flags 

for the Jewish people. 

Zera Shimshon explains what the greatness

what it was that the Jewish people so desired when they saw the 

 

The Degalim represent the fact that each person has his own designated 

place and purpose. The Jewish people wanted these flags

they would have them and internalize the lesson they stood for, 

would be no strife and they would remain in a constant state of Achdus. This 

is because the flags would serve as a steady reminder that each person has his

role and each group also has their indented mission

and his tribe realize that their role is not paled or diminished by the role of 

another tribe there can only be peace. 

The Jews understood that this is why there is no strife between the 

because of the flags. The (Heavenly) flags served as

the angel’s unique role. Seeing this, the Jews wanted flags so that they 

should also have this enabler that could help live in peace with each other

recognizing that each tribe/person has their/his own role w

encroach on the others role and vice versa. 

As well, the Satan only has power when there is 

boundaries – the exact opposite situation created by the flags

the sin the Egel where the Gemara (Shabbos 89a) says 

‘mixed up’ the world – only then did the Jewish people sin. Only when they 

did not have a clear indication of their proper standing and their role, was the 

 to make them sin. 

This is also seen when Bilam tried to make the Jew

was informed that the Jewish people where encamped

of the flags he said, “No one can overpower them”. This is because Bilam 

understood the greatness of the flags and the fact that in helps the Jews reach 

Achdus and stay away from the Satan. When the Jews are in such a state, 

no one can overpower them. 
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