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Quite near to Berditchev there lived an angry man. He had turned his back on the 
traditions of his ancestors, but that had not been enough for him. In fact, so strongly did his 
anger at Hashem burn in his heart that he also went on a campaign to violate every one of the 
Torah’s mitzvos that could be violated in his place and time.

One day, he heard that the 
backs on the Torah, were staging a play called “The 
Berditchev. The play made a mockery of 
a sensation within the irreligious circles among the Jews. As a prominent member of these 
circles, this angry man decided to travel to Berditchev and attend a performance of this play.

On the way to Berditchev, a thought occurred to him. It was not often that he went to 
Berditchev. So what did he want to accomplish on this trip? To entertain himself? To val
the scorn he felt for the religious, especially the 
to achieve this. There was no need for fiction in the city of Berditchev, because the 
Berditchev was a perfect example
passionate screams and uncontrolled antics, he was a living caricature of the foolishness of 
the Chassidic leaders. Why go to the theater when he could view one of the foremost real
models for the play and fill hi
resolved right then and there to skip the play and observe Rav Levi 

He arrived in Berditchev on Friday afternoon and checked into an inn that catered for 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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traditions of his ancestors, but that had not been enough for him. In fact, so strongly did his 

burn in his heart that he also went on a campaign to violate every one of the 
that could be violated in his place and time. 

One day, he heard that the Maskilim, the so-called enlightened Jews who turned their 
staging a play called “The Rebbe” in the Yiddish theater of 

Berditchev. The play made a mockery of Chassidic Rebbes and their practices and was causing 
a sensation within the irreligious circles among the Jews. As a prominent member of these 

angry man decided to travel to Berditchev and attend a performance of this play.
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the scorn he felt for the religious, especially the Chassidim? It was not necessary to go to a play 
to achieve this. There was no need for fiction in the city of Berditchev, because the 

example of all that was detestable in religious Jewish life. With his 
passionate screams and uncontrolled antics, he was a living caricature of the foolishness of 

leaders. Why go to the theater when he could view one of the foremost real
models for the play and fill his belly with laughter in the shul of Berditchev? The man 
resolved right then and there to skip the play and observe Rav Levi Yitzchok

He arrived in Berditchev on Friday afternoon and checked into an inn that catered for 
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Berditchev. So what did he want to accomplish on this trip? To entertain himself? To validate 

? It was not necessary to go to a play 
to achieve this. There was no need for fiction in the city of Berditchev, because the Rav of 

le in religious Jewish life. With his 
passionate screams and uncontrolled antics, he was a living caricature of the foolishness of 

leaders. Why go to the theater when he could view one of the foremost real-life 
of Berditchev? The man 
Yitzchok himself. 

He arrived in Berditchev on Friday afternoon and checked into an inn that catered for 
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the most part to non-Jewish travelers. The food served in the inn was, of course, non-kosher. 
The man settled into his room, and when darkness began to fall, he went to the shul. The 
show was about to begin. As he found a seat in the shul, he warned himself not to laugh out 
loud, because that might be dangerous. As he watched, Rav Levi Yitzchok walked to the 
amud and turned to the people. 

“An angel sits on the tip of every blade of grass,” he declared, his face aflame with 
passion. “And on top of that angel sits another angel. And all these angels together sing the 
praises of Hashem. Now it is our turn. Lechu neranena lashem. Come, let us all join together and 
sing the praises of the Master of the Universe.” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok’s impassioned words penetrated the soul of the angry man. He felt 
as if an electric shock had gone through his body. He could hardly catch his breath. He sat 
transfixed throughout the evening, listening to the supernal singing of the holy Rebbe and his 
people, and he knew without any doubt that he too belonged among their number. This was 
his destiny and fulfillment – to abandon his old ways and become a Chassid of the holy sage 
of Berditchev and spend his days serving and following him. 

After Ma’ariv, he approached Rav Levi Yitzchok’s attendant. 

“I need some help,” he said. “I’m a traveler who just arrived in Berditchev this 
afternoon. I checked into such-and-such an inn, and after I was all settled in, I realized that it 
doesn’t serve kosher food. It was too late to look for a different place, so I just came straight to 
shul. Could I possibly eat the meals here?” 

The attendant gave the man a speculative look. He was perfectly familiar with that 
particular inn and what went on within the confines of its walls. No one stepping through its 
doors could think even for a moment that it was a place for a pious Jew. Clearly, this man had 
meant to spend Shabbos in an irreligious fashion but had since changed his mind. This man 
wanted to do teshuva. 

“Certainly,” said the shamash. “You can eat right here at the Rebbe’s table. 

The man sat at the end of the table and stared at Rav Levi Yitzchok in fascination, 
hanging onto his every word for the entire time. The next morning, he sat in shul and listened 
to Rav Levi Yitzchok as he davened and sang and danced with ecstasy before his Creator. 
During the meals, he remained at his place at the end of the table, not speaking a word but 
imbibing and digesting every word spoken by Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

After Shabbos, he asked for a private audience with Rav Levi Yitzchok. As soon as he 
walked into the room, he threw himself on the ground and began to weep. 

“Rebbe, I am such an evil person!” he wailed. “I want to do teshuva, but I don’t know 
how. If I were to write down all the sins that I have committed, the list would be longer than 
my arm. I have pursued every sin and deliberately committed it. And now that I want to do 
teshuva, I look at the path of destruction I left behind me, and I lose hope.” 

“Do not lose hope,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “The door to teshuva is always open, no 
matter what you’ve done.” 

“So what should I do now?” 

“Go home, sell all your belongings and give the money to charity. Then come back 
here to Berditchev.” 
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“But I’m afraid to go home,” said the man, and he burst into tears again. 

“Why?” 

“Because I’m afraid I will lose my resolve. Right now I’m inspired to do teshuva, but if I 
return to my old environment I may slip into my old habits. And I don’t want to do that!” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok nodded. “This is what you should do then. Go back and sell your 
belongings, but only give out half the money to charity. Bring the other half to Berditchev. 
Your obligation to come back here with the money will prevent you from slipping back.” 

The man did as Rav Levi Yitzchok had instructed. When he returned to Berditchev, he 
served as a lowly attendant in the shul, performing the most menial tasks when he wasn’t 
studying. Eventually, over the course of a very long time, he rose in status, and toward the 
end of his life, he earned a seat of honor among the most distinguished Chassidim of Rav Levi 
Yitzchok. 

n 
Dvar Torah 

Before Hashem gave the laws of kashrus, the Torah tells us: “Hashem spoke to Moshe and 
Aharon, saying to them, ‘Speak to the people of Yisrael…’” (Vayikra 11:1–2) The phrase 
“saying to them” seems to be superfluous here. What is its significance? 

We find, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, that when the Egyptian princess, Basya, pulled 
the infant Moshe from the water, she sent for a Jewish nursemaid (Shemos 2:7). According to 
Rashi, she had brought Moshe to many Egyptian nursemaids, but he would not suckle. The 
mouth that would one day speak to the Divine Presence could not nurse from an impure 
source. 

The Ramban here (11:13) gives the reasons for the prohibition against impure animals. 
These animals have a cruel nature, and those who eat them are influenced toward cruelty and 
away from the innate kindness of the Jewish people. The novi (prophet) promises that 
someday all “your men and women…shall prophesy” (Yoel 3:1). Therefore, since all Jews are 
destined to speak with Hashem, their mouths must be free of all defilement. 

This is what the Torah is implying in the phrase “saying to them”. Because Hashem 
would one day be talking to them, they must immediately refrain from putting anything 
impure into their mouths. Furthermore, even on a lower level, because the Jewish people are 
always speaking to Hashem through tefilla and learning, they must guard the sanctity of their 
mouths from the ingestion of impure food. 

nnn 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

 
With regard to the pasuk: “And to the Children of Yisrael speak as follows: ‘Take a 
he-goat for a sin-offering…’” and Scripture concludes: “And a bull and a ram for a 
peace-offering to slaughter before Hashem, and a meal-offering mixed with oil; 
for today Hashem will appear unto you” (Vayikra 9:3-4). 
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At first glance, one would wonder: don’t we hold as 
established law (Pesochim 96a) that every animal sacrifice requires 
a four-day inspection period? Why is it then that Hashem, may He 
be blessed, commanded to take an animal for sacrifice, and to offer 
it that very day, without the four-day inspection period? In addition, 
later (Vayikra 9:22-23) we find: “Aharon raised his hands towards 
the people and blessed them, then he descended from having 
performed the sin-offering…Moshe and Aharon came to the Ohel 
Mo’ed (Tent of meeting), and they went out and blessed the people, 
and the glory of Hashem appeared to the entire people.” We must 
ascertain why Scripture writes: “he descended from having 

performed the sin-offering”, rather than “he went out” – as Scripture does indeed write in 
the very next pasuk: “they went out and blessed the people.” 
 

Let us now come to explain first the statement of Chazal in 
Maseches Avos (2:1): “Rebbi (This is the name by which Rav 
Yehudah HaNosi is known in the Talmud) said, ‘Which is the 
proper path that a man should choose for himself? Whatever is a 
credit to himself and earns him the esteem of fellow men…’” For 
indeed the greatness of the virtues of Yisrael are well known, for 
“Yaakov was chosen by Hashem” (Tehillim 135:4), and He desired 
that we should be His most treasured nation from among all the 
nations, to serve Him day and night with a perfect heart. And the 
awesome level of the righteous ones who serve Him with all their 
heart is also well known, for they indeed rule over the Holy One, 
blessed is He, so to speak, as Chazal said (Mo’ed Koton 16b): “The 
righteous rule with fear of Hashem” (Shmuel II 23:3). And who 
rules over Me? The righteous one, and the righteous are on a higher 
level than the malochim (angels) (Sanhedrin 93a). 

 
According to the above, we can use in explanation of the 

intention of Scripture in the pasuk (Yeshayahu 61:10), “I exult 
exceedingly in Hashem…” the idea stated by Shlomo HaMelech: “A 
wise son gladdens his father…” (Mishlei 10:1), and the fact that it is 
we who are called “Sons of the Omnipresent” (Avos 3:18); 
thus, when a righteous person serves Hashem, then, so to speak, 
Hashem, may He be blessed, receives pleasure from this individual. 
And by way of analogy, like a father who has a son, and that son 
lacks for nothing, for treasure and wealth reside in his house, and 
the father takes pleasure in the fact that he can see his son whenever 
he wants. Now this son, to whom Hashem has granted all these 

blessings, does not take pleasure in all the benefits and blessings that Hashem, may He be 
blessed, has given him, but rather his only delight is in the pleasure that his father takes in 
him; this defines his happiness and his delight. So is it true that the righteous person 
who serves Hashem with all his heart takes no delight in the fact that he will be rewarded 
handsomely in the World to Come, but rather his joy and greatest delight are in his knowledge 
that Hashem, may He be blessed, takes pleasure in his service. 
 

Kedushas Levi asks 
why the four-day 
inspection period for 
sacrifices is dispensed with 
on this occasion, and also 
regarding the difference in 
language between the 
description of Aharon as 
having “descended” in 
pasuk 22, and of Moshe 
and Aharon as having 
“gone out” in pasuk 23. 

The statement of 
Rebbi in Pirkei Avos 
regarding the proper path 
for a person to follow in life 
is cited. Then the great 
virtues of the people of 
Yisrael and the righteous 
are mentioned, among 
them the statement of 
Chazal that the righteous 
“rule over” Hashem in the 
sense that they can nullify 
negative divine decrees 
against Yisrael, and that 
the righteous are on a 
higher level than the 
malochim. 

We will now use 
some of the ideas stated 
already to gain an 
understanding of the 
Scriptural expression: “I 
exult exceedingly in 
Hashem.” The basic idea is 
that the wise son takes his 
greatest delight not in his 
material blessings, but in 
the fact that he provides 
delight to his father. 
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And this is the meaning of “I exult exceedingly in Hashem”. 
The first sos means I have tremendous delight because of the 
second term, osis bashem, because I am able, despite my finitude 
and mortality, to cause delight in my infinite and eternal Creator. 

 
Now the reason that Hashem, may He be blessed, 

experiences delight from the service of the human being, more than 
from the thousands and millions of groups of malochim who serve 
Him, is that it is well known that (Bereishis 8:21), “…the 
imagination of a person’s heart is continuously evil all of the day” 
and (Bereshis 4:7), “…sin crouches at the door” – but nevertheless, 
when a human being turns away from all of his affairs, and begins to 
worship his Creator with happiness and all his heart, to engender 
pride in the One Who formed him, and overcomes his imagination 
not to indulge in his heart’s desires, then Hashem, may He be 
blessed, has great pleasure, in that he subdues his evil imagination 
and worships Hashem, may He be blessed, with all his heart. And 
this was the intention of Chazal in their statement (Sanhedrin 99a): 

“Where those who have returned in repentance to Hashem stand, the perfectly righteous are 
not able to stand”. For the Holy One, blessed is He, receives greater pleasure from one who 
returns in repentance than from the perfectly righteous, for the perfectly righteous has already 
defeated his evil imagination, and it is easy for him to worship Hashem, but the one who 
returns in repentance, who until now had been defeated by his evil imagination, but now has 
broken it, and has subdued it into the dust, then Hashem, may He be blessed, has great 
delight from him. 
 

And this was the intention of Chazal in their statement that 
the proper path for a person to follow was that which gave glory to 
his Maker. That is, in all of his concerns, the motivation of his 
behavior should consistently be that it would give delight to 
Hashem, may He be blessed, that Hashem, may He be blessed, 
would take pride in him, and that is the meaning of saying that 
human beings should behave in a manner which gives pride to 
“their Makers”, that is, this refers to Hashem, may He be blessed, 
Who created them. And the idea is explained further, “that which 
gains for him esteem”, that is, why does more pride and esteem 

come to Hashem, may He be blessed, from the human being, more so than from all the 
malochim and the Fiery Beings, and the explanation is that because the service is coming 
from a human being clothed in corporeality, but nevertheless he is able to overcome his 
own nature in order to serve Him with his whole heart, and from this very fact Hashem, may 
He be blessed, takes greater pride in His earthly human creatures than in all the malochim 
and Fiery Beings that serve Him. 
 

And it is well known what the Alshich wrote on the pasuk 
(Shemos 25:8): “Let them make for Me a Temple and I will dwell 
amongst them” – (text beginning “It is also possible from a second 
perspective”), that the people of Yisrael should not think that 

Hashem would dwell only in the Temple, but not with them. Rather, the main point is that the 
Divine Presence would reside among the people of Yisrael. 

I experience great 
joy because, despite my 
puniness, I cause delight in 
the Master of All. 

The reason that 
Hashem experiences 
greater delight from the 
human being than from the 
malochim is that while the 
malochim possess no evil 
imagination, the human 
being has a vibrant one, 
whose only intention is to 
bring him down. And if the 
human being is able to 
defeat it, that is a source of 
tremendous delight for the 
Creator. 

This is an 
alternative explanation of 
the teaching of Rebbi in 
Pirkei Avos regarding the 
proper behavior pattern a 
person should adopt. Here 
the advice of Rebbi is 
understood as meaning 
that a person should act in 
a manner that brings 
delight to Hashem. 

The Alshich wrote 
that the main point is that 
Hashem would dwell with 
Yisrael. 
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Now Razal said (Vayikra Rabba 2:11): “Anyone who says, 
‘He shall slaughter it at the (northern) side of the mizbe’ach 
(Altar)…’ – even if he is a non-Jew…” (The Medrash says: “I testify 
before Heaven and earth: ‘Whether a non-Jew or an Israelite…’ If 
they recite this pasuk, referring to the north side of the mizbe’ach – 
the Holy One, blessed is He, remembers the Binding of Yitzchok”.) 
Let us explain this statement of Chazal, for it is well-known (See 
Ramban on the Torah (Vayikra 1:9); Sefer HaChinuch Mitzva 95; 

The holy Alshich, Parshas Vayikra, text beginning, “…Or if he says, ‘Shall I offer my first-born 
as atonement’”) that it would have been appropriate for the people of Yisrael to have sacrificed 
themselves to Hashem to attain atonement, were it not that Hashem, may He be blessed, in 
His great mercy, commanded to sacrifice an animal as a substitute. Therefore, when a person 
says, “Let them sacrifice it,” he should think, as Chazal said, that he really means, “Let them 
sacrifice him, that he would want that they should slaughter him himself because of his 
love for the Creator. That is the true meaning of “Let them sacrifice him” – and when he has 
that thought, then “Even if he is a non-Jew…” – for that is indeed a great thing to think – that 
he should sacrifice himself. 
 

And indeed, for that reason, the Holy One, blessed is He, 
commanded that there be a period of inspection for a sacrifice. For 
when they offered a sacrifice, they were required to think that it was 
really a substitute for themselves. Now there are four aspects to an 
animal, and therefore, every day of the four-day period served to 
expurgate one of those aspects, till the korban became like a human 
being. However, here, on the eighth day of the Consecration, they 
did not need that process, for the korban did not function in its 
usual manner at that time. They did not need it to secure atonement 
for themselves, for then they were pure, and cleansed of all fault and 
sin. The function of the sacrifices at that time were as expressions of 
joy before Hashem, and therefore the Divine Presence came to 
inhabit the Mishkon, because of the special love of the Creator for 
Yisrael, for it was a time of favor, since Yisrael was elevated to a 
great extent and they were then on a high level. This was not 

because of the sacrifices, for they did not need the sacrifices for atonement, and therefore, 
there was no need for the regular inspection process. 
 

And this is the intention of Scripture: “Take a he-goat” –that 
is to say, Take – Take at once – “…and an ox and a ram for a peace-
offering to slaughter before Hashem” – that is, take them right 
away, today, to slaughter before Hashem. And as if to answer the 
question about the inspection process, Scripture responds: “for 
today Hashem will appear unto you” – that is to say, the residence 
of the Divine Presence amongst you; that is, because of you, not 
because of the korban, only because He loves you does He cause His 
Presence to dwell amongst you; that is why there was no need for 
the inspection process. 
 

Razal said that 
whoever would have the 
idea of self-sacrifice in his 
mind, has accomplished a 
great thing, and Hashem 
will remember on his 
behalf the Akeidas 
Yitzchok. 

For that very 
reason, that when one 
brought a korban, he was 
required to think that 
because of the mercy of 
Hashem, the animal was a 
substitute for himself, the 
four “animal” aspects had 
to be removed from it; one 
was removed on each of 
the four days. However, 
this occasion was one of 
pure joy; there was no 
element of atonement 
involved, and therefore the 
four-day process was 
unnecessary. 

Scripture conveys 
an element of haste, to 
suggest that this korban 
was in fact different. For 
the typical korban involved 
a substitution, and 
therefore an inspection 
process, whereas this one 
was qualitatively different, 
and was offered to 

celebrate Hashem’s love of 
Yisrael. 
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The most important aspect of the Kohen Godol was that he 
atoned for the people of Yisrael. In order to accomplish this, 
he had to be on a higher level than the rest of the people. Now the 
most important ingredient in the personality of an individual who 
merited that Hashem dwelt within him was that when he would 
conduct the affairs of Yisrael, he would pay attention to every 
individual on his unique level, to bring him near to worship of the 
Creator, blessed is He. Thus, by concerning himself with the 

spiritual needs of the entire community, and if necessary to help them with their repentance, 
he merited to cause Hashem to make His residence with us. Now a righteous person who 
would not pay such great attention to work with every individual to draw him closer to the 
Creator, but rather maintained his own spiritual level, the Divine Presence would not dwell 
with him as much, for he lacked the merit of the community. 
 

And this is the intention of Scripture in the expression: “And 
Aharon lifted up his hands” – that is to say, he picked himself up 
and became separated and distinct from the people of Yisrael, alone 
and no longer involved with the community. The result was that “He 
descended from doing the Chatos” – that is, he descended from his 
previous close attachment to the Divine Presence, and was no 
longer able to offer the Chatos, the Ola and the Shelomim. For we 
have written that in order for the Kohen Godol to offer a korban on 
behalf of Yisrael, he had to be on a very high level, but now that he 
had separated himself from them, he no longer operated with the 
merit of the community, and therefore, he was no longer on that 
level. But afterward, “Moshe and Aharon entered the Ohel Mo’ed 
and they came out” – that is, they came out of the level they had 
been in, separated from the community, but rather were involved 
with them as before, “And he blessed them, and the glory of G-d 

appeared to the whole people” – and He began to shine His Presence upon them as before, 
because they were again involved with the community, and with the merit of the community. 
Amen and may it be in accord with Your will. 

nnn 
 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Can Jewish Leaders Work Together? 

We are waiting for the Shechina to come down. It’s not happening! 

What can we do? 

“And it came to pass on the eighth day (of the inauguration of the Mishkon)” (Vayikra 
9:1). 

Six parshios and at least twelve difficult tractates of the Gemora are dedicated to 
getting us ready for this great moment. There were so many things that we needed to know. 
How do we build the Mishkon? What are its dimensions, materials, craftsmanship, design and 
engineering? Who is a kosher Kohen? What are the qualifications, physical impediments and 
spiritual attitudes that we need to be familiar with? What should the Kohen wear? We learned 

The most 
important aspect of the 
Kohen Godol was that he 
be concerned with the 
merit of the community. If 
he concerned himself only 
with his own spiritual 
needs, then Hashem would 
not be as close to him. 

This is the 
intention of Scripture in 
the expression: “And 
Aharon lifted up his hands” 
– meaning he lifted himself 
up and became 
disconnected from the 
community. As a result, 
“He descended from doing 
the Chatos” – He was no 
longer able to offer a 
korban. Afterward, Moshe 
and Aharon entered the 
Ohel Mo’ed, they came out 
restored and Aharon was 
able to bless the people of 
Yisrael. 
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about complicated weavery, engravings, gems that light up and purification processes. 

There are so many different sacrifices to learn about. The rich, the poor, the thankful, 
the sinner and the plain Jew celebrating a holiday – all have laws particular to their time and 
situation. The laws were studied and reviewed, the Mishkon was built, the people purified 
themselves, got dressed up, eight days of inauguration took place, it was Rosh Chodesh 
Nissan, the day Hashem created the world, “and it came to pass on the eighth day”, everything 
finally came together and – 

It didn’t work! 

Nothing happened! Whatever was supposed to happen, didn’t happen. Could you just 
imagine the hush, the disappointment and the anticlimactic emotions that must have 
overtaken the people? They had given their gold, their jewelry and their sweat to this moment 
and it didn’t work. It was as if Hashem had ignored the whole project! 

Moshe entered the Ohel Mo’ed to investigate. He spoke to Aharon – we don’t know 
exactly what they said in this parley – but they came out of the Ohel Mo’ed hand in hand and 
everything started to happen. They blessed the people together, all the people saw the glory of 
Hashem, a fire came down from Heaven and consumed the sacrifices, the people began to 
sing praises to Hashem, and the people fell on their faces and davened. It worked! 

They had found the missing piece. All the technicalities Hashem had asked for were in 
place, except for one thing: Moshe and Aharon had to come together. They were partners – 
two halves of a whole – that needed to connect. When they embraced, the circuit was 
completed. The Heavens opened up and released friendly fire. Our goal was achieved. 

Moshe and Aharon were partners with two very different job descriptions. Moshe’s job 
was to bring Hashem to the people; Aharon’s job was to bring the people to Hashem. Hashem 
and the people had to meet halfway – in the Mishkon. Moshe and Aharon had to hug. 

With all the individual greatness of Moshe and Aharon, they were each walking with 
one leg, so to speak. Together they created a model for partnership with the ability to bring 
forth the Shechina, a model we must follow. 

Yet bonding is not easy. It couldn’t have been easy for Moshe and Aharon who were 
working in two different directions, one going upward, one pulling downward; one with 
sholom, one with din; one watching from a mountain, the other from a valley. The only way 
they could bond would be with selflessness and love. 

It happens all too often even in our days. Different leaders have different tasks. They 
are wired differently to meet different challenges. I often think about how impossible it would 
be for leaders to change roles with each other. We need all kinds. Yet, if each department head 
in Klal Yisrael works in a vacuum – if we work in a vacuum – the Shechina will never join us. 

Moshe and Aharon are the model we must follow to bring peace and the Shechina into 
the world. 

� � � � � � 

Bow Low, Climb High 

The holy Ari once taught his talmidim a guaranteed segula (formula) for success. 

In the morning when we daven, we bow our heads to say Modim. If, while bowing, we 
humbly acknowledge in our hearts that all is from Hashem, we can open the heavenly pipes of 
berocha. By humbling ourselves before Hashem, He will grant us a day of success and 
blessing. 
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Nodov and Avihu stood out among the millions of Jews who wandered in the desert. 
They were handsome, talented, born leaders – and the children of Aharon. 

They used to say, “Our father’s brother (Moshe) is a king. Our mother’s brother 
(Nachshon) is a Nosi. Our father is the Kohen Godol. We are the future! We are it! We have it 
all! Who can we marry? There are no women good enough for us.” (Vayikra Rabba 20:4) 

They had it all – and in the blink of an eye, they lost it all. In two quick verses they were 
cut down. The Torah doesn’t comment. Their father, Aharon, didn’t comment. Moshe hardly 
said a word. 

The story is an eternal one. It takes place over and over again. It happens to us as 
individuals and it happens to us as a nation. We successfully climb to the greatest heights. It is 
at that apex that we must find humility. It is exactly at the greatest heights that we must say 
Hallel and acknowledge that but for Hashem’s help we would be nowhere. As we recognize 
our esteem, we must know from where it comes, and that we are not immune to falling. Dovid 
HaMelech cautioned, “I have said smugly, ‘I will never fall.’” Yet if Hashem hides His face 
from me I will be petrified. 

It seems to me that Hashem is happy to make us great. He makes just one proviso: that 
we recognize that the greatness is His gift. Jewish greatness is found in humility. The greater 
we become, the more humble we must be. The moment of complacency is the moment that we 
lose our greatness. 

It is counterintuitive but it works. We can climb so high by bowing so low. 

� � � � � � 

The Cow of Infinity 

The Pora Aduma (Red Heifer) is the classic example of a mitzva beyond our 
comprehension. 

As described in Bamidbar (19:1-22), the cow had to be slaughtered outside the camp 
and its blood sprinkled in the direction of the Kodesh HaKodoshim (Holy of Holies) in the 
Mishkon, and later the Kodesh HaKodoshim in the Bais HaMikdosh. 

The cow was then burned whole, together with cedar wood, a crimson thread, and 
hyssop. The ashes were mixed in a vessel containing spring water. 

The great paradox of the whole rite is that the Kohanim who performed the purification 
became defiled themselves. This mystery, that the pora aduma purified the defiled and yet 
defiled the pure was, for Chazal, the supreme example of the unfathomable in connection with 
some of the divine commands. 

Even the wise Shlomo HaMelech, say Chazal, was unable to explain the rite. (Yoma 
14a) 

“It is a decree of the Holy One, blessed be He, who declared, ‘I have set it down as a 
statute; I have issued it as a decree which you are not to question.’” 

As humans, we were created as finite beings. We can only see so far, run so fast or think 
so deeply. In a finite world there is black and white; good and bad; light and dark; pure and 
impure. Distinctions and unblurred edges are the natural result of our finiteness. 

Hashem is infinite. In His world everything is one. For Hashem there is no good and 
evil and no pure and impure. For limited humans, infinity is too much. Even the wisdom of 
Shlomo HaMelech is finite and cannot comprehend the infinite. 

The masters of Kabbola explain that although we cannot comprehend the infinite we 
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can still touch it and make it part of our lives. Indeed, our neshomos are connected to the 
Infinite One. 

Imagine a toddler holding the hand of his grown father. He cannot necessarily 
articulate or comprehend the love, the dedication or the wisdom of his father, yet by holding 
his hand he can still feel attached, secure and comforted by his touch. 

Through the mitzvos of the Torah we can touch infinity, create eternity and hold hands 
with the Infinite One. 

Infinity and eternity are two ends of the same rope. 

Shlomo HaMelech was the master of wisdom in this world. He built the Bais 
HaMikdosh so that Heaven can touch earth. Through the mitzvos of the Bais Hamikdosh, we 
on earth can touch Heaven. 

The Red Heifer represented the infinity that we can touch. Pure became impure and 
impure became pure because in Hashem’s world everything is One. 

� � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). The 
method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of Erev 
Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 
connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. Some say 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day that a 
relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 
like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a yahrzeit but 
on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a tefilla. 
Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 
the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

�ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת �מַ ְ� י נִ יל�עִ לְ � תחַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ �/ ַ�ת 
ד כבד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל &ָ ' עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ &ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ $ הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ "צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ  _______ 

 ַהטוֹב ַמֲע0ֶה ָ/ל �ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי. לֶ�ְ ַק�ֵ , ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא+ֵהי ֶא+ֵקינ� ‘ה י(נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
י יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ ל לִ /ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע0ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי��ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו0ֶֹה ֶ�"ִני

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל �ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ � חַ ר� �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ �, לאֵ ָר 0ְ יִ  (ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
 .י.יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר�. צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ  � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
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your nation Yisrael. It should be especially 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 23rd of Adar II ~ Begins 
� Rav Chaim Cheikel (Chaikel) of Amdur (Indura). Born to Rav Shmuel in Karlin, he was a 

talmid of the Vilna Gaon, and later became a 

Rav Chaim became one of the first 

VoChessed. Amdur is about twenty

are located in the northwest corner of what is now the independent country of Belarus, close to 

the Lithuanian and Polish borders. During the Cossack revolt of 1648 against Polish 

landowners and gentry, over 100,000 Jews, mostly in Ukraine and southern Belarus, were 

murdered. However, the marauders did not advance north to the Grodno region. Jews 

comprised 80 percent of the population in Grodno at that time. Rav Chaim’s daughter marri

Moshe, the brother of Aharon, founder of Karlin 

son, Rav Shmuel of Amdur, (5547/1787);

� Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Rabinowitz

son-in-law of Rav Yehoshua of Ostro

Yitzchok Rabinowitz, the Yid HaKodosh

� Rav Refoel Shapiro, the Toras Refoel

Yeshiva was closed down in 1892 by 

smaller scale, in 1899. He was a son

Soloveitchik of Brisk, (5681/1921 

� Rav Michel Dovid Rozovsky, (1869

and Volozhin. After his marriage, he was appointed 

remained for forty years. He was the father of three sons: Rav Yehoshua Heschel, who served 

as Rav in Grodna, until he was murdered by the Naz

of Ohr Yisrael in Petach Tikva; and Rav Shmuel, who would become 

in Bnei Brak, (5695/1935); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meir Alter of Ger (

dynasty and the grandfather of the 

back to Rav Meir ben Boruch (the 

Sora, was orphaned early in life and was raised by her relative, the Kozhnitzer 

Maggid had a great influence on Yitzchok Meir during the latter’s early years. As he grew, he 

became a talmid of Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha and then Rav Menachem Mendel of 

Kotzk. At the insistence of the 

of the Kotzker. At the first Chassidic
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your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS SHEMIN
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Adar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Friday Night (Apr 1st)  
(Chaikel) of Amdur (Indura). Born to Rav Shmuel in Karlin, he was a 

, and later became a talmid of Rav Dov Ber, the Maggid

Rav Chaim became one of the first Chassidic Admorim in 1772–73. He authored 

ur is about twenty-five miles south of Grodno (Horodno). Amdur and Grodno 

are located in the northwest corner of what is now the independent country of Belarus, close to 

the Lithuanian and Polish borders. During the Cossack revolt of 1648 against Polish 

ndowners and gentry, over 100,000 Jews, mostly in Ukraine and southern Belarus, were 

murdered. However, the marauders did not advance north to the Grodno region. Jews 

comprised 80 percent of the population in Grodno at that time. Rav Chaim’s daughter marri

Moshe, the brother of Aharon, founder of Karlin Chassidus. Rav Chaim was succeeded by his 

son, Rav Shmuel of Amdur, (5547/1787); 

Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Rabinowitz of Biala (Divrei Bina), youngest son of Rav Nosson Dovid, 

law of Rav Yehoshua of Ostrovoh (the Toldos Odom), and great-grandson of Yaakov 

Yid HaKodosh of Peshis’cha, (5665/1905 – Adar II);

Toras Refoel, Rosh Yeshiva Volozhin, (1837–1921). After the Volozhin 

was closed down in 1892 by order of the Russian government, he reopened it, on a 

smaller scale, in 1899. He was a son-in-law of the Netziv and the father-in-

Soloveitchik of Brisk, (5681/1921 – Adar II); 

, (1869–1935). Born in Svarjen, near Stoibetz, he learned in Mir 

and Volozhin. After his marriage, he was appointed Rav in Grodna, in which capacity he 

remained for forty years. He was the father of three sons: Rav Yehoshua Heschel, who served 

in Grodna, until he was murdered by the Nazis; Rav Yosef, who served as 

in Petach Tikva; and Rav Shmuel, who would become Rosh Yeshiva

of Ger (Chiddushei HaRim) (1799–1866). The founder of the Gerrer 

and the grandfather of the Sfas Emes, Rav Yitzchok Meir was able to trace his lineage 

Boruch (the Maharam) of Rottenberg (1215–1293). His mother, Chaya 

Sora, was orphaned early in life and was raised by her relative, the Kozhnitzer 

had a great influence on Yitzchok Meir during the latter’s early years. As he grew, he 

of Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha and then Rav Menachem Mendel of 

Kotzk. At the insistence of the Chassidim, the Chiddushei HaRim became leader after the death 

Chassidic gathering over which he presided, he declared, “Rav 

for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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(Chaikel) of Amdur (Indura). Born to Rav Shmuel in Karlin, he was a 

Maggid of Mezritch. 

73. He authored Chaim 

five miles south of Grodno (Horodno). Amdur and Grodno 

are located in the northwest corner of what is now the independent country of Belarus, close to 

the Lithuanian and Polish borders. During the Cossack revolt of 1648 against Polish 

ndowners and gentry, over 100,000 Jews, mostly in Ukraine and southern Belarus, were 

murdered. However, the marauders did not advance north to the Grodno region. Jews 

comprised 80 percent of the population in Grodno at that time. Rav Chaim’s daughter married 

. Rav Chaim was succeeded by his 

), youngest son of Rav Nosson Dovid, 

grandson of Yaakov 

II); 

1921). After the Volozhin 

order of the Russian government, he reopened it, on a 

-law of Rav Chaim 

toibetz, he learned in Mir 

in Grodna, in which capacity he 

remained for forty years. He was the father of three sons: Rav Yehoshua Heschel, who served 

is; Rav Yosef, who served as Rosh Yeshiva 

Yeshiva in Ponevezh 

1866). The founder of the Gerrer 

, Rav Yitzchok Meir was able to trace his lineage 

1293). His mother, Chaya 

Sora, was orphaned early in life and was raised by her relative, the Kozhnitzer Maggid. The 

had a great influence on Yitzchok Meir during the latter’s early years. As he grew, he 

of Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha and then Rav Menachem Mendel of 

leader after the death 

gathering over which he presided, he declared, “Rav 
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Simcha Bunim led with love, and Rav Menachem Mendel with fear. I will lead with Torah!” He 

had thirteen children and outlived them all, a tremendous personal tragedy. Yet, he accepted it 

all with love, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Shlomo Zefrani, born in Aram Soba (Aleppo). He became a close talmid of Rav Ezra 

Sha’in. Together with Rav Moshe Tawil, he founded the Degel HaTorah Yeshiva. His 

community supported him as well as the Yeshiva. At the age of sixty-eight, he moved to Eretz 

Yisrael and settled in Tel Aviv. He lived there for nine years, until his petira, (5730/1970); 

� Rav Yehuda Moshe Danziger (Danzcyger), Alexandria Rebbe of Bnei Brak (Emunas Moshe), 

(5733/1973); 

� Rav Yisrael Grossman, (1922–2007). Born in the old city of Yerushalayim, Rav Yisrael 

studied at the Yeshiva of Rav Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky, where he learned Maseches Kiddushin 

thirty times. He later learned at Yeshiva Kaminetz. After Rav Boruch Shimon Schneerson 

became Rosh Yeshiva in Tchebin, Rav Yisrael replaced him as Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshiva Chabad, 

where he remained for thirty years. He also served as a Dayan for the Bais Din of Agudas 

Yisrael for over forty years and later opened a Bais Din for monetary laws with Rav Betzalel 

Zolti and helped found Mifal Hashas. He was also very involved with Chinuch Atzmai, 

(5767/2007). 

� 24th of Adar II ~ Begins Shabbos Motzai (Apr 2nd) 
� Rav Eliyohu Boruch ben Rav Moshe Finkel, Rosh Yeshiva of Mir and mechaber of Bircas 

Eliyohu, (5768/2008 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizik Margulies of Prague, (5285/1525 – Adar II); 

� Rav Chaim Algazi of Kushta, mechaber of Nesivos HaMishpot, talmid of Rav Shlomo Algazi, 

Rav of Rhodes. [Dr. Fred Rosner cites Rav Chaim Yitzchok Algazi in Responsa Derech Eitz 

Chaim]; 

� Rav Eliyohu HaKohen Ha’Itamari of Izmir, mechaber of Shevet Mussar (according to some 

– 22nd of Adar) (1650–1729). He was the son of Rav Shlomo HaKohen Ha’Itamari, whose 

lineage apparently dates back to Itamar, the son of Aharon HaKohen. In his book, Ve’lo Od Ela, 

Rav Eliyohu describes the earthquake that shook Izmir on a Shabbos in 1688, and the many 

miracles that occurred to the Jews of the city. All of the shuls and Botei Medrash in the city 

remained intact, while the Moslem mosques all collapsed. An hour after the earthquake, a huge 

fire burst forth and spread throughout the city, destroying what remained of it. However, the fire 

ceased at the Jewish Quarter, and did not penetrate it. His other works included Me’il Tzedoka 

on the importance of giving tzedoka; Medrash Talpiyot; Yado BaKol; Medrash Eliyohu; 

Aggodas Eliyohu, a two-volume commentary on the aggodos of the Talmud Yerushalmi; Chut 

Shel Chessed on the Chumash; and Dana Peshara, on Shir HaShirim, Rus and Esther – almost 

forty seforim in all, (5489/1729); 

� Rav Betzalel Yair Danziger of Lodz, (5521/1761); 

� Rav Binyomin Diskin of Horodna and Vilna, (5604/1844); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meyer of Alesk, (1829–1904). Born in Belz to Rav Chanoch Heinech of Alesk, 

mechaber of Lev Somei’ach, and Rebbetzin Freide, daughter of the Sar Sholom of Belz. After 

learning with his maternal grandfather, he became a Chassid of Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin, and later 

of his son, Rav Dovid Moshe of Chortkov. With his father’s petira in 1884, Rav Yitzchok 

became Rav in Alesk. He had one daughter, and his son-in-law succeeded him, (5664/1904); 

� Rav Yitzchok of Stutchin, (5700/1940); 

� Rav Chaim Osher of Radoshitz, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Yehoshua Menachem Ehrenberg, (1904–1976). Born in Kemesce, Hungary. In 1921, he 
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moved to Tarnow to learn in the Yeshiva of Rav Meir Arik. Living in Cracow, Rav Ehrenberg 

published his first sefer, Roshei Besomim on the Roke’ach, in 1937. During World War II, he 

was interned in the Cracow ghetto. He was included in the “Kastner train”, escaping to 

Switzerland. In 1945, he moved to Yerushalayim. In November of 1947, he heeded the request 

of Rav Herzog to be the chief Rav of the internment camp on Cyprus; he stayed until the camp 

was entirely dismantled and came back to Eretz Yisrael on the last ship. He was then appointed 

Av Bais Din in Yaffo. When Yaffo was joined to Tel Aviv, he served as a specialist on Gittin, 

and was widely regarded as the foremost posek in this area. He wrote the sefer Teshuvos Dvar 

Yehoshua, (5736/1976 – Adar II); 

� Rav Gad (God’l) Eisner. Taught at the Talmud Torah of Rav Gershon Eliyohu Liz in Lodz 

before World War II, and for many years was maggid shiur and mashgiach ruchani at Yeshiva 

Chiddushei HaRim in Tel Aviv, (5745/1985). 

� 25th of Adar II ~ Begins Sunday Night (Apr 3rd) 
� Rav Avrohom Gershon Ashkenazi (Kitover), brother-in-law of the Ba’al Shem Tov (1696–

1761). His father, Efraim, was a Rav and Av Bais Din in one of the four Botei Din in Brody, 

Poland. In 1747, he moved to Eretz Yisrael (becoming the first of the talmidim of the Besht to 

do so), living first in Chevron and then in Yerushalayim, (5521/1761); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel Hager, (1885–1941). Rebbe of Vizhnitz for fourteen years. He 

published a monthly journal, Degel HaTorah, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Yisrael Yaakov Fischer (1925–2003), head of the Eida HaChareidis Rabbinical Court in 

Yerushalayim. Rav Fischer was born in Yerushalayim on the 21st of Tammuz, the day that 

Yisrael Yaakov Dehaan was killed in what many said was the first political assassination in 

modern Israeli history. Dehaan changed his lifestyle and became a chareidi Jew, and Rav 

Aharon Fischer named his newborn son Yisrael Yaakov after him. Rav Aharon’s father was Rav 

Shlomo, Av Bais Din of Karlsburg, Hungary, and mechaber of Neiros Shlomo and Korboni 

Lachmi. Rav Yisrael Yaakov learned at Eitz Chaim under Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, who 

became his chavrusa. In 1961, he was appointed moreh horo’a in the Eida HaChareidis, and in 

1975 he joined its Bais Din. In 1963, he was appointed Rav of the Zichron Moshe shul, a 

position he kept for forty years, (5763/2003); 

� Rav Yitzchok ben Rav Masud Abuchatzeira, the Baba Chaki of Ramla, brother of Baba Sali, 

(5730/1970); 

� Rav Dovid ben Rav Boruch Kolonymous Sparber of Brashov, Afarkesa Daniya, (5722/1962 – 

Adar II); 

� Rav Avrohom Dov Auerbach, Rosh Yeshiva Ohr Sameach, (5768/2008 – Adar II); 

� Rebbetzin Zahava Braunstein, (5765/2005). 

� 26th of Adar II ~ Begins Monday Night (Apr 4th) 
� Rav Eli (Eliyohu) Chaim Carlebach, Rav Citron’s father-in-law, twin brother of singer Rav 

Shlomo Carlebach, (5750/1990); 

� Sora Schenirer, mother of the Bais Yaakov movement, (5695/1935); 

� Rav Eliezer Lippa, the son of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, and mechaber of Orach LaTzaddik, 

(5573/1813); 

� Rav Avrohom Chaim Brim of Yerushalayim, (5762/2002). 

� 27th of Adar II ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Apr 5th) 
� Tzidkiyohu, last king of Yehuda, niftar while in captivity in Bovel (561 BCE). [Hamodia 2005 

says 396 BCE; Hamodia 2006 says 380 BCE]; 
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� Rav Yosef Shaul ben Aryeh Leibush HaLevi Nathanson, (1810–1875). Born in Brezhan, he 

was married at the age of sixteen to Rebbetzin Sara Eidel, daughter of Rav Yitzchok Aharon 

Ittinge of Lvov, and granddaughter of Rav Mordechai Zev Orenstein, the Rav of Lvov. Her 

uncle was Rav Yaakov Orenstein, the Yeshuos Yaakov. Rav Yosef Shaul became very close to 

his brother-in-law, Rav Mordechai Zev Ittinge, and together they authored several seforim, 

including Meforshei HaYom and Mogen Giborim on Tur and Shulchon Aruch, Me’iras Einayim 

on hilchos bedikas hare’ia, and Ner Maarovi on the Yerushalmi. Many years before he became 

Rav, he founded a Yeshiva in Lvov whose purpose was to train Dayonim and Rabbonim. In 

1856, he was appointed Rav in Lvov, a position he held for almost twenty years. Sadly, his 

Rebbetzin was niftar in 1857. He married one year later but was never zocheh to have children 

with either wife. He founded a communal kitchen, and he himself would walk around town, 

collecting tzedoka from the city gevirim. For this tzedoka, he wanted to take an active role. He 

authored many seforim, including Divrei Shaul on the Haggoda, Divrei Shaul Yosef Da’as, 

Yodos Nedorim, Divrei Shaul al HaTorah, and Divrei Shaul al Aggados HaShas. But his most 

famous work is probably the Shoel Umeishiv, a five-volume collection of responsa and 

correspondence with great Rabbonim on a variety of laws and contemporary topics, an 

interesting example of which includes his lenient position to continue the custom of decorating 

the Jewish home on Shavuos with trees. The Vilna Gaon forbade it due to the Christian custom 

of Christmas trees. Yet Rav Yosef Shaul says that when he asked the non-Jews they told him the 

reason for the custom was not religious but festive. He therefore ruled that it was not against 

Jewish law for Jews to continue their age-old custom on Shavuos as well. When machine 

matzos were first introduced, Rav Yosef Shaul was one of the staunch supporters that ruled 

leniently, allowing the use of a machine over hand-baking the matzos. He even authored an 

entire leaflet, entitled Bitul Modo’a, against Rav Shlomo Kluger and his supporters, whose 

leaflet outlawing and banning machine matzos had appeared earlier the same year. 

Eventually, though, at the end of his life he changed his mind, after seeing for himself many of 

the negative consequences and compromised levels of kashrus of the machine matzos. Before 

his passing, he told his talmid, the chief Rav of Seret, that he should refrain from baking with a 

machine and that he regretted his former lenient ruling. [Hamodia 2007 states his yahrzeit is the 

26th of Adar], (5635/1875); 

� Rav Yeshaya Schorr. His primary teacher was Rav Mordechai of Kremnitz, the son of the 

Maggid of Zlotchov. Rav Schorr’s last rabbinical post, and the one for which he is best 

remembered, was in Iasi (on the present-day border between Romania and Moldova). His best-

known sefer is Klil Tiferes on the Chumash, (5639/1879); 

� Rav Moshe Meir Rosenstein of Berditchev, (1821–1902). A Chassid of the Ruzhiner Rebbe in 

his youth, Rav Moshe Meir moved to Eretz Yisrael and settled in Tzefas in 1853, living there 

for several decades. At the end of his life, he settled in Teverya. His insights have been 

published recently in a sefer called Avodas HaLevi’im, (5662/1902); 

� Rav Shlomo ben Rav Chaim Chaikil Elyoshiv, (1841–1925), a great Mekubol whose vast 

knowledge of all aspects of Torah and exceptional ability to clarify complicated concepts 

resulted in several Kabbalistic works, including Derushei Olam HaTohu (“Dayah”) and 

Hakdomos U’She’orim (“HaKodosh”). More recently, the more philosophical and less 

Kabbalistically technical sections of his works were assembled into a single book called 

Leshem Shevo Ve’achloma, [some say 24th of Adar] (5686/1926); 

� Rav Moshe Neuschloss, Av Bais Din of New Square. New Square is the anglicized form of 

Skvira, a village in Ukraine, where the Skver dynasty of Chassidus had its roots. The 
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community was established in 1954, when twenty Skver families moved from Williamsburg to 

a 130-acre farm north of Spring Valley, under the leadership of their Rebbe, Rav Yaakov Yosef 

Twersky. In 1961 New Square became the first village in New York State to be governed by a 

religious group. Over the years annexations have increased its size. Its population increased 78 

percent between 1990 and 2000, (5757/1997); 

� Rav Chaim Sinuani, (1898–1979). Born in Sinuan, Yemen, to Chacham Yichya, of the 

eminent Bida family. As a youth, he left home for Jabal, to study in the Yeshiva of Rav Shlomo 

ben Yosef Tabib and Rav Dovid Ya’ish Chadad. Both Roshei Yeshiva passed away in 1919. In 

1921, at the age of only twenty-three, Rav Chaim became Rav and Av Bais Din of Sinuan. He 

and his family participated in Operation Magic Carpet in 1949. He is buried in Yehud, 

(5739/1979); 

� Rav Yisrael Bergstein, (1912–1998). Born in the Lithuanian city of Suvalk, he studied in 

Grodno under Rav Shimon Shkop and Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz from age eleven, then at age 

fourteen, under Rav Avrohom Grodzinsky and the Alter of Slabodka in Chevron. He taught at 

Chofetz Chaim in Baltimore and founded a Yeshiva in White Plains, (5758/1998). 

� 28th of Adar II ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Apr 6th) 
� Rav Shmuel HaLevi Klein (Kellin) of Boskowitz, mechaber of Machatzis HaShekel, a super-

commentary on the Mogen Avrohom on the Shulchon Aruch Orach Chaim, (5567/1807); 

� Rav Mordechai Chevroni, Rosh Yeshiva of Chevron, (5746/1986); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel Gutfarb, gabbai tzedoka of Yerushalayim, (5762/2002); 

� Rav Mordechai Weitsel-Rosenblatt of Lechovitz, the father of the Slonim Chassidic dynasty, 

immigrated to Chevron in 1844, (5597–5676/1837–1916). 

� 29th of Adar II ~ Begins Thursday Night (Apr 7th) 
� Rabbeinu Yitzchok ben Rabbeinu Osher, and grandson of the Riva, was murdered al kiddush 

Hashem with numerous other Jews because of a blood libel, (4956/1196); 

� Rav Shlomo HaKohen Rabinowitz of Radomsk, first Rebbe of the Radomsk dynasty. He first 

took the position of Rav of Radomsk in 1842. He was the mechaber of Tiferes Shlomo on 

Chumash and the mo’adim, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Chaim Shmuel Birnbaum, son-in-law of Rav Akiva Eiger and mechaber of Ma’aseh 

Choshev, (5647/1887); 

� Rav Chaim Welfried of Lodz, (5702/1942); 

� Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, (1891–1986). Born on the 21st of Adar I, in Dolhinov, he left for 

Minsk at the age of eleven. Among his friends there were the future Rav Reuven Grozovsky, 

and the young Aharon Kotler. Shortly after Pesach in 1905, Rav Yaakov and Rav Aharon 

traveled to Slobodka to learn under the supervision of the Alter of Slobodka. Rav Yaakov also 

learned in Slutzk. During World War I he took refuge in Lomza in the Yeshiva of Rav Yechiel 

Michel Gordon. On the 22nd of Sivan, 1919, he married his Rebbetzin, Ita Ettel. On the 11th of 

Av 1937, he left for America. In 1945, he accepted the request of Rav Shraga Feivel 

Mendelovitz that he take up the position of Rosh Yeshiva in Mesivta Torah Voda’as, a position 

he kept for the rest of his life. His chiddushim were printed in his seforim Emes LeYaakov, on 

Torah and on Shas, (5746/1986); 

� Dr. Joseph Kaminetsky, (1911–1999). Born in Brooklyn, he attended Yeshiva Rav Chaim 

Berlin, and later Talmudical Academy High School on East Broadway. After high school, he 

became a member of the very first class of Yeshiva College, from which he graduated magna 

cum laude in 1932. He later earned his doctorate in education from Teachers College at 
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Columbia University. When he began his tenure at Torah Umesorah, the National Society for 

Hebrew Day Schools, in 1946, he set as his goal that every town and city with a Jewish 

population of at least five thousand have a Jewish day school. In those days, there was only a 

handful of Yeshivos and day schools; there are now six hundred such schools with 170,000 

talmidim all over the United States. In 1980, he retired and moved to Yerushalayim, to devote 

himself to full-time learning, (5759/1999). 


Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The holy Arizal taught: 

On the Hilula (Yahrzeit) of a Tzaddik, he alone teaches in the heavenly academy known as 

the Mesivta DeRokiya, and on that day they only study his novel Torah thoughts called chiddushim 

as well as review his good deeds and acts of chessed (loving-kindness). 

The Bais Yisrael of Gur said that the Shabbos preceding a yahrzeit, we have the ability to 
latch onto and grasp that Tzaddik’s force and tap into his power. 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Of BialaRav Yitzchok Yaakov Of BialaRav Yitzchok Yaakov Of BialaRav Yitzchok Yaakov Of Biala,,,,    22223333
rrrrdddd
    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar IIIII    

The Divrei Bina 

Born on Shabbos, the 14th of Teves, 
to his father, Rav Noson Dovid of 
Shidlovitza, Rav Yaakov Yitzchok was a 
great-grandson of the Yid HaKodosh (his 
father, Noson Dovid, was the son of Rav 
Yerachmiel of Peshis’cha, the son of the Yid 
HaKodosh). 

His father saw him as the 
continuation of the Yid HaKodosh and 
named him after his grandfather. The 
Yeshuas Avrohom writes in his 
introduction to Divrei Bina that it was the 
custom that before the bris, each son was 
brought before Rav Noson Dovid so that he 
could gaze upon the child and decide what 
name to give him at the bris. For each son 
he said, “No, not yet; the son has not yet 
been born whom I can name after my holy 
grandfather, the Yid HaKodosh,” until my 
father was born and his holy light shone 

and filled the home. 

The Biala Chassidim used to say that 
whatever the Yid HaKodosh failed to 
accomplish in his lifetime, the Biala Rebbe, 
his namesake, achieved and fulfilled. 

Rav Yeshua Heschel of Lublin wrote 
in the introduction to his father’s sefer, 
Yishrei Lev, that because the Biala Rebbe 
was born on the 14th of Teves on Shabbos, 
his soul was a Shabbos soul all year long, 
because on that date the famed letter was 
sent from Shabbos to Rav Avrohom Ibn 
Ezra. His soul was therefore bound to 
Shabbos in all ways. The Biala Rebbe’s son, 
Meir Shlomo Yehuda of Mezritch, writes in 
the introduction to Divrei Bina that his 
father told him that he fulfilled the dictum 
to remember Shabbos each day of the 
week, especially whenever he performed 
any act that was one of the thirty-nine 
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forbidden categories of labor, thinking how 
on Shabbos such an activity was forbidden. 
All his actions were thus leshem 
shomayim, always permeated with 
thoughts of Shabbos, and he was on the 
level of Shabbos all week and all year long, 
knowing Hashem in all his ways! 

As soon as he was old enough to 
learn Chumash, he astonished the 
Chassidim with his perushim on pesukim 
and his father, Rav Noson Dovid, said to 
them, “Why are you so surprised? He has 
already merited visits from Eliyoh 
HaNovi!” When the Chassidim heard this, 
one of them began questioning the young 
child. Young Yaakov Yitzchok answered all 
his questions except when he reached the 
area of Giluyei Eliyohu. He then said, “My 
father taught me not to reveal things that 
do not need to be known or revealed.” And 
he would say no more.  

By age seven, his father testified that 
he was ready and able to read kvittels. Even 
the great Rav Chaim of Sanz rose up to his 
full height when the young child entered 
the room on a visit and said that his stature 
and level was almost as great as the Ba’al 
Shem Tov! He sat the young boy down in 
his own chair and honored the lad greatly. 
Similarly, Rav Yechezkel of Kuzmir, who 
had eyes that could see from one end of the 
world to the other, called him Rebbe and 
treated him with respect. 

He married the only daughter of Rav 
Yehoshua of Ostrowa, the mechaber of 
Toldos Odom and son of Rav Leib 
Lentsher. He moved to Ostrowa and his 
father-in-law took him to meet many 
Tzaddikim. During a visit to Rav Yitzchok 
of Neshchiz, they sat together and made 
berochos over food and fruit. When they 
reached the berocha Shehakol, the 
Neshchizer placed both his holy hands on 
the head of the young Yaakov Yitzchok and 
blessed him, giving him semicha to be a 
Rebbe, quoting Chazal who say that he who 
thirsts for water recites Shehakol niheya 
bid’varo – everything is done and made by 

His word. I explain this as meaning that he 
who thirsts for the waters of Torah – 
implying the young Tzaddik on whose head 
his hands rested – regarding him we say 
that whatever he says shall be 
accomplished! 

Before his father-in-law, the Toldos 
Odom, passed away, he asked the young 
Biala Rebbe to take over and lead the 
Chassidim. Still, the young Rebbe refused 
to lead and accept the yoke until Rav 
Yaakov Aryeh of Radzimin intervened and 
pressed him to accept the position and lead 
the Chassidim. Rav Dovid of Kotzk also 
pressured him and finally he agreed. 

After a short while of leading the 
Chassidim in Ostrowa, Rav Yaakov 
Yitzchok had a dream where he saw five 
hundred people accompanying the aron of 
a great Talmid Chochom. He saw this 
dream as prophetic, and since the great 
Rav Beirish of Biala had passed away, he 
moved to Biala and there he held court. 

He constantly suffered sickness in 
his feet until he was unable to walk without 
crutches. His Rebbetzin, in her distress, 
wrote to her father in Ostrowa, who 
advised her to throw the crutches into the 
fire for burning the chometz and he would 
then be able to walk without them. 

As he reached age fifty-two, the age 
of his father’s passing, his sickness and 
suffering grew, as he writes in his tzavo’a, 
his last will and testament. Finally his 
sickness was so severe that he lay in bed 
tossing and turning in pain, except on 
Shabbos when, his face flushed, he 
conducted his tisch, saying Divrei Torah 
with utter mesirus nefesh (self-sacrifice) so 
that the Chassidim were fooled and 
thought he was better. 

On Purim he was so sick and weak 
that he could no longer stand. When the 
time came for the Megilla, however, he 
girded himself with unearthly, supernatural 
strength, standing and reciting the Megilla 
himself with fiery passion and devotion. 
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On the 23rd of Adar II, those around 
him could tell that his final moments
close. He washed his hands and davened 
Ma’ariv with great kavona
concluding the Shemone Esrei 
began reciting Oleinu. When he reached 



Rav EliyRav EliyRav EliyRav Eliyoooohu Bhu Bhu Bhu Booooruch ben Rav Moshe Finkelruch ben Rav Moshe Finkelruch ben Rav Moshe Finkelruch ben Rav Moshe Finkel

Rosh Yeshiva 

Rav Eliyoho Boruch 
grandson of Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel and 
great-grandson of the Alter of Slobodka 
(Rav Nosson Tzvi 
Finkel). 

He studied 
in Yavneh and 
Tiferes Tzvi in his 
youth until, at bar 
mitzva, he moved 
to study in the Mir. 
His grandfather 
arranged a 
chavrusa for him 
with Rav Chaim Kamil and he also studied 
under Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz and Rav 
Nachum Fratzovitch, whom he considered 
his Rebbe Muvhok. 

Together they studied all of 
including those masechtos not part of the 
regular Yeshiva curriculum. 

He then moved to Ponovezh


Rav EliyRav EliyRav EliyRav Eliyoooohu hu hu hu bbbben Rav Avren Rav Avren Rav Avren Rav Avroooohhhhoooom Shlomo Ham Shlomo Ham Shlomo Ham Shlomo Ha

Rav Eliyohu was one of the chief 
Rabbonim of Izmir in Turkey, 
some forty seforim. His first sefer
Mussar, is probably the most well known 
and has been reprinted numerous times
including Yiddish and Ladino editions. He 
was known as a champion of the poor
of his seforim, Me’il Tzedoka, 
the laws and themes of charity. 
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Berman. When the Steipler
Berman, he and Rav Eliyo
discuss sugyos together. Rav Shmuel 
Rozovsky nicknamed Rav Eliy
Basrai (since he was named after Eliy
Boruch Kamai); Rav Boruc
also regarded him highly.

He returned to Mir and remained 
studying there till his marriage to the 
daughter of Rav Shlomo Gelman.

When Rav Fratzovich grew ill, 
Eliyohu Boruch took over his 
his Rebbe’s passing he was named one
the Roshei Yeshiva in his place.

He passed away on M
at the young age of sixty, 
Har HaMenuchos. 

He left behind many hours of audio 
shiurim and many handwritten books
Shas and halocha, some of which have 
been published. 
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planning on committing a 

certain transgression and now the derosha 
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Which Eliyohu Was It? 

Once, Rav Simcha Bunim of 
Peshis’cha sat and learned. He was greatly 
troubled by the words of the Rema in the 
Shulchon Aruch (Yoreh Deah 243:2) that 
there are no longer any true Torah scholars 
(Talmidei Chachomim) in our times for 
whom, if shamed or insulted, they would 
fine his attacker a litra of gold. 

How could this be true? Puzzled, 
Rav Simcha Bunim thought of his great 
Rabbonim and teachers, the holy Chozeh 
and the Yid HaKodosh and others. How 
could it be that in that generation there was 
no one considered a true Talmid Chochom 
and scholar? He was so distressed that he 
simply sat in silence.  

Meanwhile, the door opened and a 
young girl came in. Rav Simcha Bunim 
recognized her as the daughter of Rav 
Yerachmiel of Peshis’cha. “My dear, how 
can I help you,” he asked? Silently, the 
young girl placed a sefer she was holding 
on the table and left. 

Rav Simcha Bunim watched her go, 
picked up the sefer and noticed that it was 
a copy of the famous mussar work, Shevet 
Mussar, by Rav Eliyohu HaKohen of Izmir. 
Then he noticed that one of its leaves was 
bent in like a bookmark. He gently opened 
the sefer, turned the pages till he reached 
the marked page and in chapter eleven he 
read: “We shall discuss the wise sages to 
whom was revealed all hidden matters and 
they were experts in all knowledge, not just 
the sages of the Talmud, whose stature is 
even greater than that of the ministering 
angels, but even the sages in each and every 
generation as well.” 

That was it! Here was a solution to 
the very problem that vexed him so. The 
great Shevet Mussar testified as to the 
greatness of the sages in each generation! 
“But wait, how did this sefer come to be 
here and answer my question? Surely Rav 
Yerachmiel sent it with his daughter, but 

how could he know what I was studying 
and what was troubling me?” thought Rav 
Simcha Bunim. 

The next time he met Rav 
Yerachmiel, Rav Simcha Bunim thanked 
him for sending the sefer with his 
daughter. “Now I need to return it, but pray 
tell, how did you know the answer to the 
question that was troubling me?”  

Rav Yerachmiel was speechless. “It 
was not I – I did not send you any sefer!”  

They called in the young girl and 
asked her, “Who sent you with this sefer to 
Rav Simcha Bunim?”  

She admitted shyly, “An old man 
with a long, white beard and the most 
amazingly pure, refined eyes, the likes of 
which I have never, ever seen before – he 
gave me this sefer and asked me to pass it 
to Rav Simcha Bunim.” 

“If so,” concluded Rav Simcha 
Bunim, “we will never know the identity of 
that old man.” Rav Yerachmiel, however, 
said, “It must have been Eliyohu HaNovi! 
He saw Rav Simcha Bunim’s distress and 
sent this sefer to help him. Obviously he 
didn’t get the sefer from someone’s library 
– he must have brought the sefer itself 
down from shomayim!” 

Rav Simcha Bunim said nothing in 
retort, yet he himself would say, “I have my 
doubts about who the old man was. Was it 
really Eliyohu HaNovi or was it perhaps 
Rav Eliyohu HaKohen, the author of the 
Shevet Mussar himself?” 

When Rav Simcha Bunim passed 
away, he left the sefer in his will as an 
inheritance to Rav Henich of Alexander, 
who studied it daily. This story was often 
retold by Rav Henich of Alexander, who 
concluded, “I myself saw this edition of the 
Shevet Mussar which Rav Simcha Bunim 
kept and treasured. He had set times when 
he would study from it, and I myself 
studied from it as well.” 
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Rav Yehoshua Menachem ben Rav Yitzchok ArRav Yehoshua Menachem ben Rav Yitzchok ArRav Yehoshua Menachem ben Rav Yitzchok ArRav Yehoshua Menachem ben Rav Yitzchok Ar
Chief Rav 

Born on the 12th of Teves
Kemecse, Hungary, Rav Yehoshua 
Menachem studied in his youth under Rav 
Naftoli Hertz Bombach, Av Bais Din
Samvur, mechaber of Givas HaLevona
and later under Rav Meir Arik, Av Bais Din
of Turna. He was awarded semicha
ordained as a Rav and posek
Horowitz of Provozhna and Rav Firer of 
Krasnu. 

He married one of Sarah Schenirer
first talmidos, Hinda Leah Birnbaum of 
Cracow, and continued his studies there till 
the war. He was imprisoned in the
Ghetto and escaped to Slovakia
where he made his way to Hungary. 
Together with his daughters he was among 
those saved on the Kastner train
in 1944 in Switzerland in Caux. 

He immigrated to Eretz 
Elul of 1945 and settled in Yerushalayim
1947, he was asked to serve as the chief 
of the Cyprus refugee camps, and he stayed 
there till the camps were disbanded.

In 1949, he returned to Eretz
and was appointed chief Rav of T
 



Rav Yitzchok Rav Yitzchok Rav Yitzchok Rav Yitzchok bbbben Rav Masud Abuchatzeiraen Rav Masud Abuchatzeiraen Rav Masud Abuchatzeiraen Rav Masud Abuchatzeira
The Baba Chaki 

Rav Yitzchok, or Baba Chaki
as chief Rav of Ramla and Lod. 

Born in Risani, 
Morocco, to Rav 
Massud, he was the 
grandson of the Abir 
Yaakov and brother of 
Rav Dovid and the 
Baba Sali. 

In 1920, he and 
the Baba Sali escaped 
to Bodniv when Rav 
Dovid was murdered 
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Rav Yehoshua Menachem ben Rav Yitzchok ArRav Yehoshua Menachem ben Rav Yitzchok ArRav Yehoshua Menachem ben Rav Yitzchok ArRav Yehoshua Menachem ben Rav Yitzchok Aryeyeyeyeh Eh Eh Eh Ehhhhrenbergrenbergrenbergrenberg, , , , 
Chief Rav of Tel Aviv and Mechaber of D’var Yehoshua  

Teves (1904) in 
Rav Yehoshua 

studied in his youth under Rav 
Av Bais Din of 

HaLevona, 
Av Bais Din 
semicha and 

posek by Rav 
itz of Provozhna and Rav Firer of 

He married one of Sarah Schenirer’s 
, Hinda Leah Birnbaum of 

and continued his studies there till 
the Buchnia 
akia, from 
to Hungary. 

Together with his daughters he was among 
those saved on the Kastner train, arriving 

 Yisrael in 
Yerushalayim. In 

s asked to serve as the chief Rav 
and he stayed 

there till the camps were disbanded. 

Eretz Yisrael 
of Tel Aviv 

and Yaffo. He was Rav 
advisor in matters of 
which he was most 
considered himself a Belzer 
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Eretz Yisrael. When the 
Rav Tzion Chai Uzziel, heard of his 
he met with him, honor

, , , , 22224444
tttthhhh    of Adar IIof Adar IIof Adar IIof Adar II 

 Unterman’s chief 
advisor in matters of Even Ho’Ezer in 
which he was most proficient. He 
considered himself a Belzer Chassid and 
was very close with Rav Aharon of Belz. 

When he passed away, Rav Aharon 
in the Belzer Yeshiva 

in Yerushalayim and he 
Har HaZeisim. He left 

and six volumes of 
as well as a sefer, Roshei 

Roke’ach. 

piskei halocha include: 

to return lands conquered 

in any way (Vol. II Siman 

to open bottles on 

Yom Tov (Vol. II 

s the ikar mitzva of 

 candles is indoors 

and not outdoors (Vol. I Siman 40); 

to dance on Shabbos as is the 
custom (Vol. II Siman 42;4). 

Adar IIAdar IIAdar IIAdar II    

issued decrees against 

he moved to Arpud, where 
he lived under the French, ministering as 

the Jewish community. 

at the age of fifty, he left 
Morocco and moved to Algeria. 

When the state of Israel was 
he and his family moved to 

hen the Rishon LeTzion, 
heard of his arrival, 

he met with him, honoring him with the 



21 � Shemini / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

traditional turban of chief Rav, and 
appointed him as chief Rav of Ramla and 
Lod. 

He served in this capacity beside the 
Ashkenazi chief Rav, Yisrael Gelzer, for 
some twenty years, until, on the twenty-
fifth of Adar II (April 2, 1970), he was 
killed in a car crash. Some twenty thousand 
participated in his levaya (funeral).  

His son, Rav Avrohom, was the 
Baba Sali’s son-in-law and also served as 
chief Rav of Ramla and Yavneh. 

Every year, the Baba Chaki would 
celebrate the Hilula of his grandfather, the 
Abir Yaakov, with a special occasion in his 
home. One year, he called over a close 
friend and gave him the honored privilege 
of standing by the door and pouring each 
guest that came in a l’chaim from a two-
liter tin can of Arak. “Please fill each guest’s 
cup,” the Baba Chaki asked his good 
friend. 

The amazing thing was that the man 
stood at the door for some four hours and 
poured hundreds of cups of Arak for 
hundreds of guests, and the tin canister 
never seemed to empty! At the end of the 
Hilula celebration, the Baba Chaki gave his 
friend the canister as a present, saying, 

“Here, take this as a gift and you will never 
lack for Arak – ever!” 

And so it was, that for some two 
years this canister poured Arak and they 
never lacked – until one day someone else 
borrowed it and the miracle ceased.  

Rav Yitzchok, the Baba Chaki, 
welcomed everyone with a shining 
countenance and a smile. He was renowned 
for his hachnossas orchim. Once, one of his 
guests was loud, rude and violent. The man 
called Rav Yitzchok insulting names in 
front of everyone and even slapped him on 
the cheek. The other guests and family had 
a hard time holding back and asked Rav 
Yitzchok how he tolerated such outrageous 
behavior.  

“Rav Yosef Shlush had a sign above 
his door that read: Baruch HaBa Chutz 
Mikfuy Tova – ‘Welcome to all, except the 
ungrateful’. However, my version reads: 
‘Even the ungrateful are welcome’! Not 
only did he attack me for no reason, he is so 
ungrateful for I am the one who got him his 
job and have done him many favors! Now I 
say to you, if he cannot recognize a favor 
and even acts this ungratefully, surely he is 
sick and we should have mercy on him!” 

(Ma’aseh Nissim, pages 237–240) 
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Afarkesa Daniya 

Rav Dovid Sparber was the Av Bais 
Din of Brashov and a talmid of Rav Moshe 
of Kosov, the mechaber of Leket Ani. He 
served as Rav of Brashov before the war 
and later immigrated to Eretz Yisrael, 
serving on the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah. 
He wrote Michtom LeDovid, published his 
Rebbe’s work, Leket Ani, and his tzavo’a, 
and wrote a commentary to it called 
LeDovid LeHazkir.  

The Knesses Yisrael of Deish said 
that he was one of a kind in understanding 
Chassidus. Rav Aharon of Belz remarked, 

“Der Eltshiker iz a chaddishe yid un hot lib 
Chassidus –This elder is a true Chassidic 
Jew who loves Chassidus.” He worked hard 
to bring the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, the Ahavas 
Yisrael, to Eretz Yisrael. At the end of his 
days, he lived in Yerushalayim and was a 
fixture in the home of the Bais Yisrael of 
Ger. 

 

AVOIDING TAINTED LOCALES 

Rav Sparber once told how his 
Rebbe happened upon a place that was 
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besmirched with the mark of sin. A Jew 
had committed the heinous crime of 
murder in that place. Since the Tzaddikim 
taught that one should not pass through a 
place where sin has been committed 
because the sin leaves a stain on that place, 
he walked around and around the area 
completely, bypassing it, much as a nozir 
must bypass a vineyard, so that his feet not 
tread on such an impure place. 

 

TRUE SHAMEFACED HUMILITY 

Rav Dovid once related how he was 
visited in Brashov by the Ahavas Yisrael of 
Vizhnitz. As the throngs of Chassidim and 
the Brashover Rav accompanied him, along 
with an entourage, all the way to the home 
where he was staying, he overheard the 
Ahavas Yisrael saying, “What an 
embarrassment! Such a shame!” Now Rav 
Sparber knew that the Vizhnitzer Rebbe’s 
words were genuine; he was sincerely 
embarrassed by the display of honor and it 
truly bothered him – he really felt 
unworthy and so he publicly debased 
himself.  

Nonetheless, Rav Sparber said to the 
Ahavas Yisrael, “Now, I know your words 
are true – but no one else will believe it!”  

“Still, I must say it,” remarked the 
Ahavas Yisrael, “even if just to calm myself 
and quiet my own spirit.” 

 

TRAVELING TO THE REBBE 

One Shavuos, Rav Sparber was on 
his way to spend Yom Tov with his Rebbe, 
Rav Moshe of Kosov. On the way, as he 
reached Kolomaya, which is close to Kosov, 
the horses suddenly halted. No amount of 
whipping or persuasion helped. They 
simply would not continue and stubbornly 
stood there, unmoving. As the day wore on 

and sunset approached, Rav Sparber 
worried that he would end up spending 
Yom Tov in Kolomaya, when all of a 
sudden the horses gave a jerk and began to 
gallop at top speed! They ran so fast that 
Rav Dovid arrived in Kosov with just 
enough time to quickly change into his 
Yom Tov attire and run to the Bais 
Medrash, where he found the Chassidim 
just about to begin davening. 

Later, he related this strange turn of 
events to his Rebbe, and added an 
explanation he had heard from Rav Yosef 
Meir of Spinka, who received it in turn 
from the Sar Sholom of Belz: The Sar 
Sholom asks why Yisro requested Moshe 
Rabbeinu to come out to him (Shemos 
18:6, Rashi); surely Yisro should have gone 
to Moshe, since we do not suspect that a 
ger tzedek such as Yisro was seeking honor. 
The Sar Sholom explains that whenever 
someone travels to his Rebbe, the Soton 
stands against him and uses all manner of 
preventive measures to stop him. The 
Tzaddik to whom he is traveling feels this 
and helps his Chassid to overcome all 
obstacles, for without his aid, he would 
simply be unable to come at all. Yisro also 
had obstacles preventing him from 
reaching Moshe, which is why he asked 
Moshe to come out to him, to help him 
overcome all obstacles and to come to Har 
Ho’Elokim.  

Rav Moshe of Kosov appreciated these 
words, and remarked that the same thing 
had happened to him. He, too, had 
encountered all forms of obstacles when 
traveling to his Rebbe, Rav Avrohom 
Yaakov of Sadigura. The Soton stands in 
the way and blocks the path of those 
seeking to visit their Rebbe; without the 
Tzaddik’s help no one would be able to get 
there. 
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Rav Rav Rav Rav AvAvAvAvrohomrohomrohomrohom

Born in Sh’aarei Chessed to Rav 
Chaim Yehuda 
Leib, Rav 
Avrohom Dov was 
the younger 
brother of Rav 
Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach. He 
taught in Yeshiva 
Eitz Chaim and 
married Sora 
Rivka Frank, 
daughter of Rav 
Ze’ev Frank, and 
granddaughter of 
Rav Yehuda Leib Frank. 

He served as chief Rav of 



Rav Shlomo Rav Shlomo Rav Shlomo Rav Shlomo bbbben en en en Rav Rav Rav Rav 
Mekubol and Mechaber of

Born in Zagory in Lithuania to Rav 
Chaim Chaikil, Rav Shlomo’s 
yichus goes back to the Arizal
Shamshon Ostropoli. His father
Chaikil, was known to be one of the 
Vav Tzaddikim (thirty-six
Tzaddikim) in his generation, 
merit the world exists. Rav Chaikil would 
sit awake and study Torah all night.

In his youth, he learned 
Shas together with Rav Gershon Tanchum 
in Minsk. At age twenty, he married 
Bassheva Esther, the daughter of R
Dovid Fein. Afterward, when he saw
the environment in Shavel, 
father-in-law lived, was not conducive
moved to Telz to study for about a
There, he studied Nigle all day 
by night, sleeping only a few hours 
day. 

He received the tradition of 
from two Rabbonim in Telz: 
mechaber of Shu”t Edus BiYhosef
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Rosh Yeshiva Ohr Sameach  

ed to Rav 

of the Bakaa 

neighborhood, doing his best to serve the 
new olim, and would often walk 
Shabbos from his home in Unsdorf to 
Bakaa to be with them. 

He served as Rosh
Yeshiva Ohr Sameach for 
He also served as Rosh Kollel
Lev, which is under the auspices of 
HeMekubolim Sha’ar 
established by his father. 

He passed away in 
Samech Ches, and was buried on 
HaMenuchos. His son-in
Michel Shtern, serves as 
Torah. He left behind 
Avrohom, chiddushim in 
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Mechaber of Leshem Shevo Ve’achloma, the Ba’al HaLeshem 

Born in Zagory in Lithuania to Rav 
, Rav Shlomo’s parents’ 

al and Rav 
. His father, Rav 

was known to be one of the Lamed 
six hidden 
 in whose 

merit the world exists. Rav Chaikil would 
all night. 

 the entire 
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the daughter of Rav 

when he saw that 
 where his 
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bout a decade. 

all day and Nistar 
sleeping only a few hours each 

He received the tradition of Kabbola 
 from the 

hosef, who was 

the Rav and Av Bais Din
an old Talmid Chochom
today remains anonymous.

When he returned to Shavel he 
studied all day in tallis and
in his room, and added a new custom not 
to speak needless or idle conversations.

Rav Tzvi Hirsch F
described Rav Elyoshiv as follows
merited to enter his room and I shook from 
the shining countenance of his face, as he 
sat wrapped in tallis and 
in dveikus to Torah.” 

There he merited authoring
sefer, the Leshem Shevo veAchl

He penned them in purity and 
sanctity, fashioned his own pen and 
his own ink. The writing was almost 
miraculous, because his right hand was 
very weak, but somehow he wrote fluently 
and with a beautiful, flowing script almost 
akin to hashba’as hakolmus

his best to serve the 
and would often walk on 

from his home in Unsdorf to 

Rosh Yeshiva of 
for ba’alei teshuva. 
Kollel of Chacham 

which is under the auspices of Yeshiva 
 HaShomayim, 
 

He passed away in Adar II, Tav Shin 
and was buried on Har 

in-law, Rav Yechiel 
serves as Rav of Ezras 

Torah. He left behind the sefer Imrei 
in Hilchos Nidda. 
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Rav Tzvi Hirsch Ferber of London 
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flowing script almost 
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formula that made the pen write on its 
own. 

His writings were miraculously 
preserved and saved from the First World 
War when he was exiled from home and 
wandered from city to city in Russia, until 
he immigrated to Eretz Yisrael. 

By age fifty, all his writings were 
completed, and the rest of his life was spent 
editing and fixing the manuscripts for 
publication. 

At the age of eighty-one, in Adar I of 
Tav Reish Peh Bais, he immigrated to Eretz 
Yisrael with his 
family. His home 
in Botei Natan in 
Yerushalayim 
became a center 
for all who 
sought his tefillos 
and blessings. He 
lived some four 
years in the holy 
city and after a 
brief illness was 
niftar on the 27th 
– Chaf Zayin = Zach (Pure) Adar, Parshas 
Vayikra, in Tav Reish Peh Bais. 

The Chazon Ish called him the last 

of the Mekubolim; Rav Kook called him the 
greatest Mekubol of the generation. He was 
very close with Rav Aharon Shlomo 
Maharil, Rav Kook and Rav Aryeh Levine. 

On March 13, 1926, the 27th of Adar, 
he was buried on Har HaZeisim. Rav 
Aryeh Levine describes the levaya as 
follows: 

When the mitta (bed) was carried 
out into the city street, Rav Avrohom 
Yitzchok HaKohen Kook delivered the 
hesped and cried bitterly; as he eulogized, 
he broke down in sobs and cried out: 

“My father, my father – chariot of 
Yisrael! If we would merit, we would see 
with our own eyes how a pillar of fire 
separates you and us, as is proper for only 
one or two in a generation!” 

“However,” continued Rav Aryeh 
Levine, “we did all see a wondrous thing 
when we brought the aron to Har 
HaZeisim and began the burial: all the 
participants merited together and 
witnessed with our own eyes a pillar of light 
like a rainbow, stretched across the 
heavens, below their peak, from east to 
west until the grave was closed. All saw and 
wondered!” 

(Based on Ari BeMistorim, pages 5–10)
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Mechaber of Tiferes Shlomo 

Eliyohu HaNovi’s Gift 

The Tiferes Shlomo was a talmid of 
Rav Yeshaya of Peshedburz (Przedbórz), a 
talmid of the Chozeh. Once, the Tiferes 
Shlomo was there for Shabbos and Rav 
Yeshaya was not feeling well; as a result, all 
the tefillos and seudos were conducted in 
the Rebbe’s room, with a small gathering of 
a minyan of students and talmidim. The 
Tiferes Shlomo was among them, as was 
also a Rav who was envious of the honor 
and affection that Rav Yeshaya bestowed 
upon the Tiferes Shlomo. At the tisch, 

knowing that the Tiferes Shlomo would be 
honored to sing zemiros, he began to sing 
through all the zemiros so that the Tiferes 
Shlomo would not have any chance to sing 
at all. On Motzo’ei Shabbos, Rav Yeshaya 
honored the Tiferes Shlomo with singing 
after Havdola, and he sang HaMavdil with 
sweet dveikus. Rav Yeshaya was so pleased 
that he reached his holy hand into the inner 
pocket of his Shabbos bekesheh and pulled 
out a golden rendel. He handed it to the 
Tiferes Shlomo, saying, “Now, how does a 
golden coin come into the pocket of my 
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Shabbos kaftan? Since I finished studying 
Hilchos Shabbos in my youth I have never 
yet transgressed its laws, even beshogeg 
(by accident), so we must conclude that 
Eliyohu HaNovi placed this coin in there 
just for you!”  

(Otzar Yisrael #3) 

 

The Key To Parnossa 

The Divrei Chaim of Sanz used to 
say that the key to parnossa lies in the 
hands of the Tiferes Shlomo.  

(Otzar Yisrael #13) 

 

Blessings Disguised Within Holy 
Curses 

The Tiferes Shlomo was also a 
talmid of Rav Meir of Apta, the mechaber 
of Ohr LaShomayim. He said that his 
custom to curse others and thereby bring 
about a yeshua (a salvation) is a tradition 
he learned and received from the Ohr 
LaShomayim, who received it as a tradition 
going back all the way to Avrohom Avinu. 
As it says regarding Avrohom – 
umevorchecha avarech umekalelcha a’or – 
usually translated as: “I shall bless those 
who bless you and curse those who curse 
you”. However, the pasuk does not say 
umekalelcha akalel – it says a’or – ohr 
means “light”. Thus we can translate these 
words as: “those whom you curse I shall 
enlighten” – der leichten we can use 
[disguised blessings as] curses to shine a 
bright light on yiddishe neshomos and do 
them favors.  

It is well known how the Tiferes 
Shlomo used his powers to curse and strike, 
thereby saving others. Once, when he 
returned from the mikve on Erev Shabbos, 
he grew angry and cursed and yelled at the 
simple shamoshim who cleaned the mikve, 
“There was a mess and there were not 
enough towels!” They cowered in fright and 
tried to run away.  

The next week they made sure there 
were plenty of towels and everything was in 
order. “Why is everything in order? Why 
are there enough towels?” raged the 
Tzaddik. “Why, oh why did you take away 
any reason for me to be angry – and why 
didn’t you leave me cause to curse and 
rage?!!!” 

Once, he yelled and screamed at the 
Chassidim, “Why do you come here? Go! 
Go home, even now, even on Shabbos! 
That’s right! I give you permission to leave! 
Right now! Why do you sin by coming and 
wasting my time?!” One of the Chassidim 
packed his bags and, taking his suitcase in 
hand, he was ready to leave then and there. 
“Fool! You don’t understand what I am 
doing!” said the Tiferes Shlomo.  

(Otzar Yisrael #15–17) 

 

Winning The Lottery 

Once, the Tiferes Shlomo chased the 
Chassidim with a towel and began hitting 
them; one of the Chassidim couldn’t run 
away fast enough and he received a 
whipping from the towel that the Rebbe 
was wielding. 

The Chassid was saddened and 
distraught by the blow he had received, and 
he thought to himself, “Woe is me! What 
will be with me this year, now that the 
Rebbe hit me? When he got home, he was 
so distressed that he fell ill in bed. The 
Chassidim approached the Rebbe and told 
the Tiferes Shlomo how the Chassid was in 
bed, suffering because of the Rebbe’s blow. 
“Call that batlan, the lazy good-for-
nothing, and bring him here to me so I can 
give him forty lashes – then the fool will 
win the lottery!” said the Tzaddik. And so it 
was – the Chassid won the lottery of forty 
thousand silver rubles!  

(Otzar Yisrael #18) 
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The Tzaddik’s Berocha 

I was speaking with Rav Isaac Shiff, 
a descendant of the Noam Elimelech and 
son of the Lizhensker Rebbe of Ramot, 
Yerushalayim, and he told me the following 
story that he heard from Reb Osibil, an 
elderly Chassid from Lizhensk, who had 
heard it from the gentile boy who knew the 
protagonist personally.  

The young gentile boy from 
Lizhensk was familiar with the elderly 
gentile neighbor who lived just on the 
outskirts of the Bais Ha’Chaim – the 
cemetery in Lizhensk where the holy Rebbe 
Reb Melech is buried. 

This elderly gentile had a small 
home near the Bais HaChaim and he 
would observe the annual gathering of 
Chassidim who came on pilgrimage to the 
holy Rebbe Reb Melech on the 21st of Adar. 
Among them was the Tzaddik who 
organized the annual nesiya (trip), none 
other than Rav Shlomo HaKohen of 
Radomsk, mechaber of the Tiferes Shlomo. 
Because he was a Kohen, he could not enter 
the Bais HaChaim but nonetheless he 
would stand at the gates and look directly 
upon the tziun (monument). Out of respect, 
the Chassidim lined up on either side and 
allowed him a direct view in a straight line 
into the tziun at the Rebbe Reb Melech’s 
matzeiva (headstone), which he would gaze 
upon as he davened from the gates. The 
gentile neighbor, observing this annual 
ritual and seeing the respect given to the 
Tiferes Shlomo, would come and bring the 
Rebbe water to drink and wash his hands, 
as well as a chair to sit on in the shade of a 
tree just beyond the Bais HaChaim’s 
boundary. Occasionally, he even invited the 
Rebbe into his home and offered him a 
place to rest. The Rebbe told the gentile 
neighbor that he would merit arichus 
yomim (long life), saying, “You will live as 
long as that tree grows,” and he pointed to 
the old tree which had shaded him near the 
Bais HaChaim. And so it was. Vesigzar 
omer veyokom loch (Iyov 22:28)– just as 

the Tzaddik decreed, so it was. The gentile 
boy related that the older gentile neighbor 
lived to a venerable age. One day he passed 
away. That morning the tree had been cut.  

 

Tiferes Shlomo on the Seder 

The symbolism of the kittel, as 
perceived by the Tiferes Shlomo, Rav 
Shlomo of Radomsk, is most striking and 
powerful. Rav Shlomo, as he donned his 
kittel before the Seder would pause and 
begin to cry, “Heilige Bashefer (Holy 
Creator), may all the neshomos that join us 
here tonight find the proper tikkun 
(rectification) for their needs.” (Touched by 
the Seder, by Rav Yechiel Spero, Mesorah 
Publications) 

 

The Great Benefit of Reading the 
Tochocha 

The Gemora in Megilla 31b says that 
we read the Tochocha in Parshas Ki Sovo 
right before Rosh HaShana in order that 
tichleh shana v’kileloseha – the year and its 
curses should end. How does reading the 
Tochocha help our situation? 

The Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk 
explains that Hashem promised that when 
there is no Bais HaMikdosh we can still 
bring korbanos by saying and learning the 
parshiyos related to the korbonos – 
Uneshalma porim sefoseinu.  

“Similarly,” says the Radomsker 
Rebbe, “we read the Tochocha and by 
saying it, if we were deserving of its 
punishments, it should be considered as if 
it befell us r”l through the reading, and 
going forward, only berocha should come 
our way.” 

www.revach.net/parshas-hashavua/quick-vort/Parshas-Ki-Savo-

Tiferes-Shlomo-Of-Radomsk-The-Great-Benefit-Of-Reading-The-

Tochacha/4740 
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Ben Kalba Savua – What Kind of 
Name is That for One of the Richest 
Men in Yerushalayim? 

The Gemora says (Gittin 56a) that 
after the Romans laid siege on 
Yerushalayim, the three richest men had 
storehouses of supplies to sustain the city 
for twenty-one years. One of these men was 
nicknamed Kalba Savua, the satisfied dog, 
because whoever came into his house 
ravenous like a dog left satisfied, after 
being properly served and nourished. 

The Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk 
asks: this name is appropriate for the 
guests who came into Kalba Savua’s house, 
but not Kalba Savua himself, who surely 
was never hungry! He answers that Kalba 
Savua’s chessed was on a very high level. 
He didn’t just feed the hungry, he made 
sure to feel their pain and put himself into 
their shoes. He understood what it meant 
to be hungry and not have eaten a decent 
meal in a long time. He served them with 
zealousness and catered to their every 
whim in order to relieve them of their 
suffering that made a deep impression on 
him.  

  Because of this, he earned the 
honorary title of Kalba Savua, as a tribute 
to the multimillionaire who managed to 
personally feel the poor man’s hunger 
pangs. 
www.revach.net/moadim/the-3-weeks/Ben-Kalba-Savua-What-Kind-
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The Rebbe Skips Town to Go to Har 
Sinai for Shavuos 

The Admor, Rav Shlomo of 
Radomsk, the mechaber of Tiferes Shlomo, 
initially refused to accept the burden of 
being a Rebbe. The week before Shavuos, 
he saw that a large kahal of Chassidim 

were beginning to flock toward him, in 
order to be with him for Yom Tov. He 
warned them to return to their homes, 
adding that he was not a Rebbe and had no 
intention of letting anyone stay with him. 

  When he saw that the Chassidim 
were not paying attention to him, and the 
kahal was growing larger, he packed up 
and left. He himself traveled to his Rebbe, 
the Admor, Rav Yechezkel of Kuzmir, to 
bask in his presence for the Chag Mattan 
Torah. 

“Is it proper to abandon a large 
kahal like sheep without a shepherd?” 
asked Rav Yechezkel in astonishment. 
“Doesn’t Rashi explain on the pasuk: “And 
Moshe descended from the mountain to the 
people” that Moshe did not turn to his 
business but directly to the people? The 
question is, what kind of business did 
Moshe have? Was Moshe Rabbeinu a 
businessman?” 

The Rebbe continued, “The 
explanation is that Moshe did not turn to 
his spiritual business. Moshe Rabbeinu, 
who was on such a high madreiga, needed 
to prepare for Kabbolas HaTorah even 
more than the rest of Yisrael. Despite this, 
he did not turn to his “business” but 
straight to the people to prepare them for 
Kabbolas HaTorah.” 

The Rebbe then repeated his 
question, “How could you leave the kahal 
of Yisrael to come here?!” 

The Tiferes Shlomo answered, 
“Moshe Rabbeinu was at Har Sinai and 
therefore did not need so much preparation 
– I also want to be at Har Sinai.” 

The Rebbe of Kuzmir did not 
answer, and the Admor of Radomsk 
remained in Kuzmir for Chag HaShavuos!  

(Chayim Sheyesh Bahem) ~ 

www.revach.net/tefila/article.php?id=2306





There is a segulah from the Kozhnitzer Maggid to recite three well-known 
stories (reproduced below) related to Pesach, (usually on the Shabbos when we 
bless the new month of Nissan). The segulah is that the stories will bless the 
Jewish people with an abundance of provisions and necessities for the upcoming 
Pesach. 
 

Three Stories that are a Segulah for Parnasa for Pesach 

1) A certain Jew was selling brandy before Pesach, to provide for the 
upcoming holiday expenses. He went from country to country, but at one border, 
the guards seized his barrel, since he lacked the proper licenses. The Jew quickly 
traveled to the Rebbe Reb Meilech and poured out his heart. The Rebbe Reb 
Meilech told him to tell the guards to taste the contents of the barrel; it was only 
water. The Jew did as the Rebbe had told him. They were surprised to find that 
the Jew was telling the truth! They returned the barrel to him, but then he went 
back to the Rebbe, crying: "Now how can I provide for my family for the holiday? 
The barrel of brandy was my only way of earning a livelihood and now it's full of 
water!" The Rebbe Reb Meilech told him to taste the contents of the barrel. To his 
delight, it was full of brandy once again! And the Jew had all the necessities for 
Pesach in abundance! 

2) A king lost his ring. He proclaimed that he would pay a handsome 
salary to everyone who searched for it. There was a poor Jew who had no money 
for Pesach. His wife advised him to take up the king's offer. So he joined in the 
search, and with the money he earned, he bought all the necessities for Pesach. 
This Jew was also a generous fellow; he invited many guests for the seder that 
year. 

Among the king's advisors was a wicked anti-Semite. On the seder night he 
went to the Jew's home and peeked in through the window. When he saw the Jew 
eating and drinking and not searching for the king's ring, he saw his chance. He 
quickly went back to the palace. "Your Majesty," he said. "You've been fooled. 

I'll show you!" The king followed his advisor to the house of the poor Jew, 
and peered in the window. There was the Jew at a table full of guests, eating and 
drinking like a king! Still, the king was loath to think ill will of his Jewish subject. 
He told the advisor, "This Jew is probably interrogating these men to see if they 
know the ring's whereabouts." 

This Jew's custom was that at "Dayenu," he would recite each verse and all 
the guests would respond, "Dayenu." It so happened that the advisor's name was 
none other than Dayenu. Just then, they all answered in chorus "Dayenu!" The 
king's advisor paled. 



The king understood this to mean that his trusted advisor had in fact stolen 
the ring. He commanded his royal guards to seize the advisor and jail him, and he 
confessed to the crime. And the Jew had all the necessities for Pesach in 
abundance! 

3) There was a certain Jew who worked hard for his landlord, the 
poritz. One day, the poritz said, "It's lucky for you that I support you. Otherwise, 
you would starve!" In his simple faith, the Jew answered, "What are you saying? 
There's a G-d in Heaven and He provides for all His creatures. If the poritz won't 
serve as G-d's agent, G-d will find me another." 

The poritz angrily banished the Jew from his property. This occurred right 
before Pesach. This poor Jew now had no money to buy the necessary provisions. 
The poritz had a huge treasury where he kept all his gold. He would go in from 
time to time to count and polish his coins. He would spit on each coin and then 
polish it till it shone. The poritz' pet monkey would go with the poritz into the 
treasury and watch him. He saw his master put the coins close to his mouth; he 
thought that the poritz was eating the coins! Monkey see, monkey do. The 
monkey copied his master. It stole alone into the treasury and feasted on the gold 
coins. The monkey ate so many coins that it died. 

When the poritz came into his treasury and saw the dead monkey, he 
didn’t realize the cause of its death. His anger had not abated, and he 
commanded his servant to throw the monkey into the Jew's house, to teach him a 
lesson. "If I don't provide for him, no one will!" The servant threw the monkey in 
through the window. When it landed, its stomach burst and all the gold coins 
came pouring out. Then the Jew was able to buy an abundance of provisions for 
Pesach. 

On the seder night, the poritz sent his servant to see how the Jew was 
suffering without food. But the servant reported that the Jew's house was full of 
food and drink. The poritz later sent for the Jew and asked him from where he'd 
had money. The Jew told the poritz how someone had thrown a dead monkey 
into his house and that hundreds of gold coins had burst from it. The poritz then 
admitted, "Now I truly see that it's Hashem Who provides for us all." And the Jew 
had all the necessities for Pesach in abundance! 
 

May you all be blessed with abundant resources for a Freilicha and 
Kosher Pesach. May your tables abound with guests who enlighten your 
seder with gems of Torah, May you and your children and your 
children's children not know from want all of your days, May your seder 
table be blessed with the visible revelation of Eliyahu HaNavi in 
preparation for the coming of Melech Moshiach, Amen. 



תפילה לפרנסה מהשלה״ק לאמרה לפני ר״ח ניסן
 

The Shlah HaKodosh writes that one should recite the following Tefila for parnasa on the 
day before Erev Rosh Chodesh Nisan. He writes that one should fast on this day. (If one 
doesn’t fast, the fast can be redeemed through Tzedaka.) Whether or not one fasts, one 
can say the Tefila, which asks Hashem for parnasa and that our merits not be used up in 
this world.

 ראוי לצום שלא ) ק״א- עניני תפילות וקריאת ס״ת - מסכת תמיד(כתוב השל״ה הקדוש 
 בעולם הזה ויהיה זה התענית יום קודם ערב ראש חודש ניסן יאכילנו הקדוש ברוך הוא זכיותי

:כי בניסן טללים שהם לברכה נפתחים וזה הנוסחא של התפילה

ְוַאָּתה , ם ַהָזן ִמַקְרֵני ְרֵאִמים ְוַעד ֵּביֵצי ִכיִנים־י־ִה־לֹ־ַאָּתה הּוא ָהֶא
ְצָרִכים ַהֶהְכֵרִחִיים ַאָּתה הּוא ּונֹוֶסף ַעל ַה, הּוא ַהֵמִכין ּכל ָצְרֵכיֶהם

ָּכל ֶזה ַאָּתה עֹוֶׂשה ְּבִנְדַבת ִלְּבךָ , ַהנֹוֵתן ּבִמילּוי ָוֶריַוח ְועֹוׁשר ְוָּכבֹוד
לֹא ְכמֹו ֶׁשקֹוִרין ְלְפָעִמים ְלָאָדם , ִּכי ַאָּתה הּוא ָנִדיב ֶּבֶאֶמת. ַהטֹוב

יל ִבְׁש ַרק ְלַּתׁשלּום ְגמּול אֹו ִּבֵאיָנּה ֵאִמיִּתית ִּכי ְנִדֻבתֹו, ֶאָחד ָנִדיב
ּוְבִנְדַבת , ָאֵכן ִמי ִהְקִדיְמָך ְוִׁשַלְמָּת, טֹוָבה ֶׁשִקְדמּוהּו ְוַהֵרי הּוא ְּכסֹוַחר

, ְוִלי ַאִני ַעְבְדָך ֵהַטְבָּת ַעל ָּכל. ִלְּבָך ַהטֹוב טֹוב ּוֵמִטיב ַאָּתה ַלּכֹל
ָנַתָּת ִלי . ֵּבַרְכָּתִני ִמּכֹל ַּבּכֹל ּכֹל, ִלי עֹוֶׁשר ְוָכבֹוד ִמָיְדָך ַהּכֹלְוָנַתָּת 

, ּוַמְלּבּוֵׁשי ָכבֹוד ְוִדיָרה ְבָכבֹוד, ְוֶכסף ְוָזָהב ָלרֹוב, ְסָפִרים ַהְרֵבה
ְוָיֵרא ָאנִֹכי ְמאֹוד , ָקטֹוְנִּתי ִמָּכל ַהַחָסִדים ַאֶׁשר ָעִׂשיָת ֶאת ַעְבֶדיָך

ִׁשי ֶׁשלֹא ִיהֶיה ַחס ְוָׁשלֹום ָהעֹוֶׁשר ָׁשמּור ִלי ְלָרָעה ְלַהַאִכיַלִני ְלַנְפ
ּוְבִאם הּוא ֵכן ַקח ָנא ֶאת ִּבְרָכִתי ְוַאל ֶאְרֶאה , ַהְמַעט מְזֻכיֹוַתי ֶׁשְּבָיִדי

ּוְבִאם ְרצֹוְנָך ַהטֹוב ְלֵמַהב ְולֹא . ְבָרָעִתי ָלעֹוָלם ַהָּבא עֹוָלם ַהִנְצִחי
ֵּתן ְּבִלּבי ּוְבֵלב ָּכל ַהִנְלִוים ֵאַלי ֶׁשלֹא ְלִהְׁשַּתֵמׁש ְּבַמְּתנּוֶתךָ , ַקלְלֵמְׁש

ֵלי ּתֹוָרה ַאָנִׁשים ְּכֵׁשִרים ְוִיְתַּפְרְנסּו ִמֶמנּו ַּבַע, ְלַתַענּוִגים גּוָפִנִיים
ַעׂשֹות ְצָדָקה ַהְרֵּבה ּוְגִמיַלת ַחָסִדים ַלְקרֹוִבים , ַאָנִׁשים ַהגּוִנים

ִיְהיּו ְלָרצֹון ִאְמֵרי ִפי ְוֶהְגיֹון ִלִּבי ְלָפֶניָך. ָיקּוםיקוקּוְדַבר , ָלְרחֹוִקיםְו
. צּוִרי ְוגֲֹאִליק-ו-ק-י 



 .א "ע ועכי"אלקי מרן מרדכי מנדבורנא זי' מאת הרב הצדיק הק–ח "תפילה לאמרה בכל ערב ר
בכוון לבי ואברי פנימי והחיצון ואשתחווה לפניך באימה ,עת רצון ' ואני תפילתי לך ד

ואפיל תחנתי לפניך ,וביראה ברתת וזיעה וחלחלה בשברון לב ובמתנים בפרישת כפים
וחנני במתנת חנם ולפנים משורת ,תפילתי ותעשה שאלתי שתקבל ברחמים וברצון את 

ופתח לבי בתורתך ויטהר ,ויגולו רחמיך על מידותיך ,הדין אף על פי שאיני כדאי לזה 
ותן בלבי בינה להבין ולהשכיל לשמוע ללמוד וללמד לשמור ולעשות ולקיים ,ושמרה בפי 

שע שלא אחטא עוד נגדך ותשמרנו מכל חטא ועון ופ,את כל דברי תלמוד תורתך באהבה 
על הקלות והחמורות על הנגלות ,וכפר ותמחל ותסלח לי על כל פשעי ועונותיי וחטאי ,

ועל כל מה שעשיתי בין בשוגג בין במזיד באונס וברצון במרד ובמכווין בין ,והנודעות 
וכל מה שמעלתי נגדיך הכול תעבור ,ובין בשמיעה ' במחשבה ובין במעשה בין בראי

ותן בלבי ,חק ברחמיך הרבים ולא על ידי ייסורים וחולאים רעים חלילה ותמחל ותמ
ובני –וזקוף מזלי ותגביה קרני וכוכבי לעושר וכבוד ולבנים ,לעשות רצונך בלבב שלם 

ויפרנסנו ויכלכלנו ברווח ,ושלח ברכה והצלחה בכל מעשי ידי ועסקי ועניני,בנים טובים 
ואל תצריכנו לידי ,בהשקט ולא ברעש ,לא בצער בנחת ו,בהיתר ולא באיסור  ,ולא בצמצום

 ,אחרים  ולא אצפה לשלחן ,וזכני לישב בשולחני עם כל בני ביתי בכבוד ,מתנת בשר ודם
ולעשות  ,ואזכה להכניס אורחים ,והצילנו מעניות ודלות ושפלות ,ולא אשתעבד לשום אדם

–ואגדל בני ,ניםולא אכשל בבני אדם שאינם מהוג ,חסד וצדקה עם בני אדם מהוגנים
במצוות  ,ושיהיו הם וכל יוצאי חלציהם עוסקים בתורה ,לחופה ולמעשים טובים,בנותיי 

ימלאו ימיהם בשיבה טובה ומזל ו ,ושיהיו בעלי עושר וכבוד ושם טוב ,ובמעשים טובים
–והשקט ובבטח לאורך ימים ושנים טובות ,בשלום ובשלו,ונגדלם באהבה ובחיבה  ,טוב

ומכל צרות המתרגשות לבוא ,ני פורעניות ומכל גזירות קשות ורעות והצילנו מכל מי
מלסטין ,מדין קשה ומבעל דין קשה ,מאדם רע ומפגע רע ומשטן המשחית ,לעולם 
ביום ובלילה –בין בדרך בכל מקום שאני הולך –בין בעיר ,מכל אויב ושונא ,ורוצחין 

מדבר וממגיפה משבי ומגלות , וממאורעות רעות,ומשדין ולילין ,והצילנו מרוחות רעות ,
ח "ב ויוצ"ותיתן לי לב,בין בגופי ובין בממוני ובכל אשר לי ,ומכל היזק והפסד שבעולם ,

ותרפאינו ,חיים שאין בהם בושה וכלימה ,חיים ארוכים וברוכים בטוב ובנעימים 
והסר ממני כל דאגה והרהורים רעים ,ומכל מיני מדווה ומחלה ,ותשמרינו מחולאים רעים

וחנני לכל ,וקרבינו לכל מה שאתה אוהב ,והרחיקנו מכל מה שאתה שונא ,ומחשבות רעות 
ותזכנו לראות ,ולא נכלם לא בעולם הזה ולא בעולם הבא –מה שצריך רחמים וחנינה 

ולא אפטר מן העולם עד שאקיים כל אשר עלי    ותביאנו אל ארץ הקדושה,בביאת משיחך 
עוד ואזכה לישב בכבוד בעולם הבא עם הצדיקים באופן שלא אצטרך להתגלגל ,לעשות 

ושם תמצא מנוחה בלי פחד והצילנו מדינים ,להסתכל באספקלריא המאירה ,היושבים שם 
שאלתי ובקשתי –ותמלא משאלות לבי לטובה ,זכנו ליום הדין וצדקנו ליום המשפט ,

 .וכן יהי רצון ,אמן,ברחמים תמלא לטובה 
 

 



With the Ramban’s yahrzeit coming up on the 
11th of Nissan, we included this poignant tefilla. 

 
 

 תפילת הרמב"ן לאומרה בכל ראש חודש
 

 
יהי רצון מלפניך ד' אלקי ואלקי אבותי, שתברך כל 
מעשי ידי עד בלי די, מידך המלאה תשביעני, ומאוצרך 
הטוב תמלא ביתי ותשביעני, ותצליח דרכי ואורחותי, 
ושמור רגלי ונתיבותי, כי בידך מסורים כל חי, ויהיו 
מזונותי בידך מסורים ומתוקים ולא יהיו ביד בני אדם, 

כלענה בבשת פנים מכלימים, לכן  כי הם מרים וקשים
ברחמיך הרבים תחתום לי מזונות מידך הטובה 
המלאה, ויהיו שלמים ותדריכני בדרך ישרה לפניך, 
ותנני לחן ולחסד ולרחמים בעיניך ובעיני כל רואי, כי 

 קל רחום וחנון אתה, ברוך אתה ד' שומע תפילה:  
 
 

 א גוטן פריילאכן חודש טוב מבורך.
 

 לזכות
גימפל בן חי' אביגיל מרדכי  

 רבקה בת שיינא רחל



28 � Sh

 

A chosson who is very close to Rav Mordechai Steiner's heart is getting married in two 

weeks. The chasuna expenses are still not covered and the 

to raise the needed funds. The 

Please open your hearts and donate generously so that the 

chupah

ונחת וכל מילי דמיטב.

Thank you and

Tax4deductible checks can be made out to : Cong. Bais Mordechai, 6 Cape Court, 


גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס



  דבורה

Refuah Sheleimah  

מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 ל בת אידל סומאזיס  
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה
   רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
 

hemini / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

Dear Friends, 

who is very close to Rav Mordechai Steiner's heart is getting married in two 

expenses are still not covered and the Rebbe is working feverishly 

to raise the needed funds. The Rebbe is overwhelmed with this burden!! He canno

this himself!! 

HE NEEDS YOUR HELP!!! 

Please open your hearts and donate generously so that the chosson

chupah with honor and dignity. 

ר שתזכו לאריכות ימי� מתו� שמחה ונחת

Thank you and תזכו למצוות. 

deductible checks can be made out to : Cong. Bais Mordechai, 6 Cape Court, 

Monsey, NY  10952 


גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס     לרפואה שלימה

ציפורה בת גילה  לרפואה שלימה     

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

 

 

 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schon

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו� ר''ב חיי� אברה� 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family 

and friends.

who is very close to Rav Mordechai Steiner's heart is getting married in two 

is working feverishly 

is overwhelmed with this burden!! He cannot do 

chosson can go to his 

 ויה�'ר

deductible checks can be made out to : Cong. Bais Mordechai, 6 Cape Court, 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family 

and friends. 


