
During the time of the Baal Shem Tov, 
there were two tailors, let's call them Reb 
Moshe and Reb Itzik, who lived in Vilna. 
These tailors were only average in their 
skills and sewed clothes of the poor peo-
ple that lived nearby. Since there were so 
many other struggling tailors in their 
city, they decided to become partners and 
travel from one small village to another, 
plying their trade. Being that many of the 
small villages did not have a tailor, they 
were able to make a modest living.  

After many years of travel, on their way 
back to Vilna with their earnings, they 
stopped in a small village. There they 
met a Jew that earned his living by col-
lecting taxes for the local poritz (the no-
bleman that owned the town and sur-
rounding area). Noticing that the tax col-
lector seemed very downcast, they asked 
him what was wrong. At first he wouldn't 
say, but after a bit of coaxing, he told 
them his story.  The daughter of the 
poritz was about to be married and he 
(the tax collector) was asked by the 
poritz to find some tailors to make the 
bridal gown. The tax collector brought in 
the finest, most fashionable tailors and 
materials from all the nearby large 
towns, but none of them satisfied the 
poritz or his wife and daughter. Now it 
was close to the time of the wedding and 
the poritz warned the tax collector that if 
he couldn't find a decent tailor, he would 
be thrown out of the village, or worse.  
The two tailors looked at each other and 
said, "Listen, we're tailors and we can 
sew the bride's wedding gown." 

The tax collector began to laugh. "You 
two? I've brought the best tailors here 
and they weren't good enough. So how 
can I recommend you two that sew 
clothes for the common folk? What can 
you possibly know about sewing a wed-
ding gown for the daughter of a noble-
man?" 

"That may be true", answered the tailors, 
"but clearly it is divine providence that 
we are here, and what do you have to 
lose anyway? The poritz is behaving so 
crazily that he might even be crazy 
enough to like our work." 

The tax collector, accepting that he had                                                                        
no alternatives, introduced the two tailors  

to the poritz. To the amazement of all 
concerned, the poritz not only allowed 
them to sew a sample, but was thrilled 
with it when it was completed. He com-
missioned the tailors to make the entire 
bridal wardrobe and paid them well upon 
its completion. He also called in the tax 
collector to thank him for finding such 
excellent tailors and told him that he 
could keep his position.   When the wife 
of the poritz saw how happy the tailors 
were that the tax collector could keep his 
job, she called her husband to the side. 
"Look, if these Jews are so happy that 
the tax collector wasn't thrown out of the 
village, why don't you tell them about the 
last tax collector that we threw into the 
dungeon? Maybe they'll pay a ransom to 
free him." 

The poritz told the tailors about the last 
tax collector that he imprisoned together 
with his family in his underground prison 
for not paying his dues. They had been 
there so long that they were begging to 
die.  

"So how much does he owe you?" asked 
the tailors.  "Three hundred silver ru-
bles," answered the Poritz.  The first 
tailor, Reb Moshe looked at the other, 
"what do you think?" 

"What can I say?" said Reb Itzik. "If 
it were not so much a huge amount I 
would agree. How wonderful it 
would be to make the great mitzvah 
of redeeming captives. But we've 
been working for years to get our 
money." 

"Listen, brother, said Reb Moshe, I 
still want to do it, if possible. So let's 
dissolve our partnership and split our 
money."  After dividing all the mon-
ey, each one's share, amazingly, was 
300 silver rubles. Reb Itzik, not want-

ing to give away all of his money, tried 
also to dissuade Reb Moshe from doing 
so. But to no avail.  Reb Moshe gave his 
three hundred silver rubles to the poritz 
and the pitiful family was released. The 
family thanked Reb Moshe profusely.  
The two tailors left and returned to Vil-
na. Reb Itzik used his savings to open a 
prosperous store. Reb Moshe, now pen-
niless, fell on hard times. He had to beg 
just to eat, and soon became very de-
pressed.  One day, Reb Moshe stopped a 
business man, a flax merchant, and asked 
for money to buy food, and the man re-
sponded "What will I get in return for 
giving you charity?” 

"I'll give you my blessings," said Reb 
Moshe. "The blessings of a fool" thought 
the businessman, as he gave him some 
change.  That day his business was with 
a supplier with whom it was always par-
ticularly difficult to close a deal. This 
time, however, when he arrived at the 
man's farm, it went very smoothly. 
"Could it possibly have anything to do 
with the blessing of that silly depressed-
looking pauper?" he wondered to him-
self, before dismissing the thought with a 
smile and a shrug. Still, the next time he 
had to deal with that same tough suppli-
er, the merchant decided to find Reb 
Moshe, give him a donation and ask for 
his blessing again. Once more, the trans-
action went well and so the merchant 
decided to give a donation to Reb Moshe 
and receive his blessing before every 
major business transaction.  (story con-
tinued on page 3) 

A Beggar’s Blessings 

B”H  Erev Shabbat Noach; Rosh Chodesh; 30th of Tishrei, 5778; October 20th, 2017     
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Not Seeing is Believing 
 

This week's Torah portion, Noach, tells 
the story of the great flood visited upon 
mankind because of their improper behav-
ior toward one another. After the floodwa-
ters receded and Noah and his family were 
able to leave the ark, Noah planted a 
grapevine which he had brought with him. 
He made wine from the grapes and quickly 
became intoxicated. Noah fell into a 
drunken sleep, laying naked in his tent. 
One of Noah's sons, Cham, saw his father 
lying naked and told his two brothers about 
what he had seen. Shem and Yafet imme-
diately went in to cover their father. 

Shem and Yafet were so careful not to 
look at their father's nakedness when they 
went to cover him that "they went back-
wards, and their faces were turned back-
wards, and they did not see their father's 
nakedness." 

The story is slightly puzzling. It is clear 
from the fact that Shem and Yafet walked 
backwards that they did not see their fa-
ther. Why, then, does the Torah add the 
apparently redundant words: "...and they 
did not see the nakedness of their father"? 

Seeing Ourselves in Others 

There is a saying of the Baal Shem Tov 
that if a person sees something wrong with 
someone else, it is a sign that he himself 
has a similar fault. He sees himself, as it 

were, in a mirror - if the face he sees is not 
clean, it is his own face which is dirty. 

Can we not see a genuine wrong in 
someone else without being at fault our-
selves?  Divine Providence is present in 
every event. If we see bad in someone, it is 
to show us our own failings which need 
correction. Man is blind to his own short-
comings. He needs to see them exempli-
fied in someone else, to force him to re-
flect on himself and see their counterparts 
in his own life. 

Improving our Fellow 

The task of the Jew, however, is not 
only self-perfection; it is also the improve-
ment of others: "You shall surely rebuke 
your friend, even a hundred times." Surely, 
then, when he sees his friend's failings, 
Providence intends him to help to correct 
them, not only to introspect on his own 
weaknesses. 

When one sees a Jew doing something 
wrong, one's first concern must be to seek 
the duty required of him - namely, to try 
and reproach him, with tact and delicacy, 
in the hope that he will correct his ways. 

But when one finds oneself seeing this 
wrong not as something that he himself 
must correct, but just as a failing in his 
fellow, this is evidence that the fault is a 
"mirror." 

    Therefore, after saying that Shem and 
Yafet turned their faces away from Noach, 
the Torah adds, "and they did not see their 

father's nakedness." It is here emphasizing 
that not only did they physically not see 
him, they were not even aware of his fault 
as such - they were concerned only with 
what must be done (which was to cover 
him with a mantle). 

 
Adapted from the teachings of the Lubav-
itcher Rebbe ; Shabbos Table, From our 
Sages and Moshiach Now reprinted from 
www.LchaimWeekly.org - LYO / NYC 

The earth was corrupt before G-d, and 
the earth was filled with violence. (Gen. 
6:11) 
 
People are mistaken to think that without 
belief in G-d they will still perform the 
mitzvot that are between one person and 
another (i.e. charity, hospitality, not steal-
ing, etc.). For, when the world becomes 
"corrupt before G-d" - when people throw 
off the yoke of belief and sin toward G-d 
- the outcome will be "and the earth was 
filled with violence."      (Or HaTorah) 
 
Of clean beasts and of beasts that are not 
clean…(Gen. 7:8) 
  
The word "unclean" would have been 
more succinct than "that are not clean." 
However, the Torah goes out of its way, 
using eight extra letters, to avoid an un-
pleasant word. The message of this elabo-
rate phrase, then, is that one's speech 
should be at all times free of improper 
expressions.     (Rashi)  
 
All flesh has corrupted his way on the 
earth (Gen. 6:12)                                                                               

In the days before the flood, the moral 
situation had deteriorated to the point that 
even those who by their nature recog-
nized the difference between right and 
wrong lost that sensitivity and began to 
sin without feeling any guilt. 

 (Baal HaTurim) 

And he sent forth a dove (Gen. 8:8) 
 
Where did it fly? To the land of Israel, 
which had not been inundated by the 
great Flood. The Jewish people is likened 
to a dove. Banished and exiled over the 
face of the earth, the Jew's heart is none-
theless always drawn to the Holy Land, 
the land of Israel. 

(Be'er Mayim Chaim) 
 

 
A just, perfect man in his generation (6:9) 
 
Noah's perfection was that he followed G
-d's will completely and with all of his 
being throughout the day, not just when 
he learned and prayed, but with mundane 
matters as well. 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 

To Not Lose One’s Head         

Reb Mordechai of Neshchiz of 
course already owned at least one Tal-
lis Katan, but he yearned to have one 
that came from Eretz Yisroel.  After 
much effort, his Chassidim finally 
managed to bring him a piece of white 
lamb’s wool cloth all the way from the 
Holy Land. One of his students asked 
for the merit of cutting it to size and 
sewing its hems. In his excitement, 
however, he made a false fold and dis-
covered to his horror that while cutting 
a hole for the head, he had made anoth-
er wide hole right in the front of the 
Tallis Katan!                                           

The chossid thought, “After waiting 
for this cherished object for so long, 
and after all the effort that had gone 
into getting it, it was now completely 
ruined.” 

      When the Rebbe next saw him, and 
asked him whether the garment was 
ready, he sadly stammered out his sto-
ry. “Reb Yid, why are you afraid?” 
said the Rebbe. “Don’t you realize that 
a Tallis Katan really needs two big 
holes? One, as usual, to put one’s head 
through, and the other to test whether 
Mordechai will ‘lose his head’…” 
 

Recognizing the Source 
    The students of Rebbi Shimon bar 
Yochai asked him, “When the Yidden 
were in the desert, why didn’t HaShem 
make enough manna come down once 
a year to last for a full year?”   
     Rebbi Shimon answered this with 
an analogy: A king had an only son 
whom he provided with all his needs 
once a year. However, he became dis-
satisfied with this arrangement, for the 
prince would visit only once a year to 
receive his funds. The king therefore 
decided to give him his allowance day 
by day, so that he would have to visit 
him every day. So too, a Yid living in 
the desert who had a number of chil-
dren would worry and say, “Perhaps 
the manna will stop coming tomorrow 
and we will all die of hunger!" He then 
had no choice but to trust fully that 
HaShem would provide him with all 
his needs.  (Yoma, pg. 76A) 



 

 

Working in the World 
 

Serving HaShem in Work 
The Baal Shem Tov taught that working in a worldly occupation 
can be comparable to studying Torah and even greater – for eve-
rything in the world was created for the glory of HaShem, and 
when a person uses worldly things in the way taught by the Torah, 
he is serving their Maker.  A man came to tell the Baal Shem Tov 
that he had lost his oxen; he wanted to be told where they were. 
The tzaddik opened a Zohar, looked inside, and told him that they 
were in the market city of Breslau. He later explained that the 
Sages say that there is a "great light" hidden in the Torah that ena-
bles one to see from one end of the world to the other, and with 
that light, those who study Torah properly can see everything. 
 
The Rebbe derived a lesson from this story:  There are those who 
separate the Torah from worldly matters, thinking that the Zohar 
is a holy part of Torah, while the ox is an ox, and Breslau is a 
market city…. This is a mistake, for HaShem is everywhere, even 
in the lowliest things; thus the Baal Shem Tov saw them in the 
Zohar. This can be seen from the special purpose that the oxen 
filled: they brought this Yid to the Baal Shem Tov. 
 
Chazal say Chanoch 'sewed shoes' and thereby created spiritual 
yichudim for HaShem like those created through wearing tefillin. 
The Rebbe explains that this teaches us a lesson: even while going 
about their work, an ordinary shoemaker or tailor can produce 
sublime spiritual repercussions, if they have proper intentions. 
 

Remembering the Objective 
One of the chassidim of the Rebbe Rashab was a man of scholarly 
stature who invested his excellent mind in the teachings of Chas-
sidus. One day he began to manufacture galoshes and in due 
course he became deeply involved in his business.  Seeing him, 
the Rebbe Rashab commented, "I have seen feet in galoshes, but a 
head in galoshes…?!"  The Previous Rebbe writes that in earlier 
times, people would refer to parnasa as chiyuna, which means 
sustenance, whereas in America they say that a person is "making 
a living" (implying that his earnings are the essence of his life). 
 

 
 

Faithful Laborers 
Chazal teach: Great is he who supports himself by his own ef-
forts; as the verse says, "He is praiseworthy both in this world and 
the next." Chazal further state that a person should not say, “Since 
I am of dignified ancestry, it is unbefitting for me to humble my-
self by working” – for long before his time, HaShem Himself 
worked, when He created the world.  Many of the great tanaim 
and amoraim worked as menial laborers to earn a living. Hillel 
was a woodcutter; R' Oshiya, R' Chanina and R' Yochanan were 
shoemakers; R' Yehuda was a baker; and others worked as black-
smiths, net-weavers, tailors, diggers and porters. 
 
The eminent chossid, Reb Hillel Paritcher, served as mashpia for 
the Yiddishe agricultural settlements founded by the Mitteler Reb-
be.  What motivated this towering intellectual to agree to assume 
this role?  He once related how he had heard the Mitteler Rebbe 
describe the inner stature of these unassuming colonists: "Picture 
those Yishuvniks standing in the field, with their yarmulkas and 
taleisim ktanim, planting the soil and lifting their eyes heaven-
ward and focusing their hopes on HaShem…"  Visualizing that 
moment is what motivated Reb Hillel to become their mashpia. 
The above and short stories on pg. 2 reprinted from The Weekly Far-
brengen by Merkaz Anash,  on-line at  TheWeeklyFarbrengen.com 

                                                                                                         
Why does the rainbow signify that G-d won't bring 
another Flood? Before the Flood, the clouds were dense and 
obscured the sunlight. The Flood that purified the earth also 
refined the clouds, making it possible for the rainbow to be 
seen. The rainbow, a product of the process of purification, is 
thus symbolic of the Redemption, which will come about 
through the refinement of the world. Its appearance is a sign of 
the imminence of Moshiach, as stated in the Zohar: "When a 
rainbow appears with its shining multicolored hues - await the 
arrival of Moshiach." The Messianic Era, when the world will 
reach unprecedented levels of holiness, is the culmination of 
that process of purification. 

(The Rebbe, Parshat Noach, 5721) 

 
(story continued from page 1) Within a few months, he was sig-
nificantly wealthy! Up to now, the businessman had not told a 
soul about the blessings he got from the melancholy beggar. But 
then, he began telling his friends and family the secret of his suc-
cess. Before long, the word had spread around and people 
thronged to get blessings from Reb Moshe. They found that his 
blessings really did work, much to their surprise and glee. 
                                                                                                              
As time passed, the Baal Shem Tov happened to hear about Reb 
Moshe and his blessings. Subsequently, when a few of his chasi-
dim were about to leave for Vilna, he asked them to invite Reb 
Moshe to visit him in Mezibuz. Reb Moshe was thrilled to re-
ceive the invitation and gladly accepted. When they met, the Baal 
Shem Tov asked Reb Moshe, "Do you know why the gift of 
blessings had been given to you?" To this, Reb Moshe answered, 
"To tell you the truth, I have no idea."  

So the Baal Shem Tov asked Reb Moshe to recount his life story. 
Reb Moshe finally got around to telling the Baal Shem Tov the 
story about the wedding gown and his payment for the release of 
the prisoners of the poritz.  "That's it!" exclaimed the Baal Shem 
Tov. He asked Reb Moshe to stay with him in Mezibuz and soon 
succeeded in healing him from his depression. He also taught 
him Torah in depth, to the extent that Reb Moshe also became a 
great Tzaddik. He even wrote a book explaining some of the mys-
teries of the Kabbalah.  

Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from the rendition of Tzvi-Meir (Howard) 
Cohn on //baalshemtov.com and from the translation by Uri Kaploun of 
Rabbi S.Y. Zevin's in A Treasury of Chassidic Tales on the Torah 
(Mesorah Publications).   Yerachmiel Tilles of Tsfat is a co-founder of 
ASCENT. His mailing list (ytilles3@gmail.com) is now in its 21st year. 
The first two of his "Full Moon" storybooks (Koren Publ) are available 
for purchase at KabbalaOnline-shop.com and Jewish bookstores. 



  

Avraham Fried Gives  
Israeli Twist to Nigun 

 
Singer Avraham Fried joined a 
musical project converting Chabad 
nigunim into modern Israeli tunes.  
 
There's the Chassidic tune and then 
there's the Israeli version of the 
Chassidic tune.  A musical produc-
tion named "Tzama'h" has taken 
classic Chabad melodies, each with 
deep meaning and history behind it, 
and rearranged them to suit the 
modern Israeli's ear.   
 
The newest album in the series, 
Tzama'h 4, was recently released 
and will be sung on stage in the 
Rosh Hashana of Chassidus on 19 

Kislev in 6 large performances in 
Jerusalem.  Headlining the shows 
are Israeli musicians Ariel Zilber, 
Yonatan Razel, Yishai Ribo, Naor  

Karmi and joining from New York 
is singer Avraham Fried who has a  
loyal following in Israel. 
 
Karmi, together with Akiva Turge-
man, arranged the songs on the new 
album. One of them is the nigun "Al 
Haselah hoch," adapted to the words 
of the prayer for rain -- Tefilas Ge-
shem, relating how Moshe struck 
the stone and there came forth wa-
ter.   
 
The listener immediately begins to 
keep time with the joyful rhythms of 
this song, Chabad.org notes. This 
melody is usually sung during the 
hakofos of Shemini Atzeret and 
Simchas Torah. 
 
The nigun, which is listed as nigun 
162 in Sefer Hanigunim, was sung 
by the Rebbe while it rained during 
a farbrengen in the Sukkah of 770 
Eastern Parkway on Chol Hamoed 
Sukkos 5717.  The Rebbe sang the 
nigun at the conclusion of the far-
brengen, adding a line to the end of 
the tune, "and stopping the rain hoch 
hoch." 
 
By COLlive reporter, reprinted from 
COLlive 

Halacha Corner –  Rosh Chodesh  

It is a venerable custom to learn during each Rosh Chodesh a posuk of 
tehillim with Rashi (one can add other commentaries) from one's chapter 
of tehillim (for example, if he is 20 years old, his chapter would be 21). If 
the chapter has less than 12 pesukim (or 13 in a leap year), learn it more 
than once. If it has more than 12 (or 13) pesukim, learn more than one po-
suk, in order to finish the chapter in the course of the year   

It is a Minhag Yisroel to give a lot of tzedoko on Rosh Chodesh ● Rabbi 
Yehuda Hachosid wrote not to cut one's hair on Rosh Chodesh, even on 
Erev Shabbos, because it might be dangerous ● Rabbi Yehuda Hachosid 
warned not to cut one's nails on Rosh Chodesh  

(above halachot reprinted from www.shmais.com, Likutei Dinei 
Uminhogei Rosh Chodesh, Nshei Chabad Newsletter)   

Although there is no obligation for one to wash and eat a meal in honor of 
Rosh Chodesh, one should endeavor to increase in one's eating on Rosh 
Chodesh in honor of this day, and even to include bread during the meal. 
(Shulchan Aruch O.C. 419).  The Tur quotes the Psikta that on Rosh 
HaShana it is decided one's "budget" for the year except for the money one 
spends for Shabbos, YomTov, ROSH CHODESH and Cholo Shel Moed, 
for which one is reimbursed fully.  

(these final halachot from Rabbi Eliezer Wenger O.B.M, reprinted from 
www.shmais.com) 

Cooking Tip of the Week  

After all the sweets of Sukkot it is a 
good time to have fruit for dessert. 
Fruits of different colors can be 
strung on skewers to form a rain-
bow. Red could be apple with the 
skin, purple could be a grape, blue 
could be frozen blue berries, green 
could be melon and yellow could be 
banana...or whatever your local fruit 
store has. A good activity to occupy 
the children in helping make Shab-
bos 
                                                       
by Alizah Hochstead, 
alizahh@hotmail.com 

Question:     
 
Before I became religious in my early twen-
ties, I lived a pretty wild life, a lot of music 
and parties, etc.  I went to yeshiva for a cou-
ple years, got married and am raising a To-
rah observant chareidi family, baruch Ha-
shem.  However, it bothers me that at the 
age of 52, after being religious for 30 years, 
I still have tayvos (desires) for my old life.  I 
know I would not be happy doing the things 
I did and, in truth, I do not want to do them.  
But sometimes I will get a desire for the 
“old times” again.   Why is this? 
                                                                   

Answer:   
 
Chassidus explains that da’at (translated as 
knowledge) is not merely the intellectual 
understanding of a concept but a profound 
recognition to the point of emotional arousal 
(i.e. love, fear, longing, excitement).  It is 
the bridge between intellect and emotion.  
When we see something that we know feels 
good we are likely to want that thing.  So 
too, within our psyche we have memories of 
things that have made us feel good.  From 
time to time these memories enter our con-
sciousness and we are automatically aroused 
with a desire for that thing.  There is an as-
sociation between the memory and feeling 
good. 
 
Each Jew is composed of an animal soul and 
a G-dly soul. The animal soul hungers for 
physical delights whereas the G-dly soul 
thirsts for Hashem.   The desires you feel are 
the common cravings of your animal soul, 
trying to relive the pleasures it once experi-
enced.  However, they are just cravings and 
are not relevant to you anymore.   They are 
just the “left overs” from your past; the 
memories of what felt good. You are in a 
good place in that you realize they would 
not make you happy and you do not want 
them in your life.   
 
The Tanya teaches that when these desires 
enter one’s mind, push them away with 
“both hands”.  Don’t even try and reason 
with the thought.  When we reason with the 
thought we draw it close and the thought can 
negatively affect us.  Thus, just push the 
thoughts away and replace them with holy 
thoughts, words of Torah and Tehillim.   
 
The Rebbe explains that true relief from 
foreign thoughts comes from  replacing 
them with positive thoughts.  Our thoughts 
are always active and must be occupied with 
something.  When one thinks deeply about a 
concept in Torah, the light of Torah will 
push away the darkness.  (Letter from the 
Rebbe, 29th of Shevat, 5717, Eitzos V’HaD-
rachos).    
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