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Nissan: A Full Month of Opportunity  

Parshas Shemini 
 

  

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlit”a 

 

On the words: ַוְיִהי ַבּיֹום ַהְשִמיִני, Rashi notes that this was the eighth day of the miluim, which 

was Rosh Chodesh Nissan, the day the Mishkan was erected. A very unique date, Rosh 

Chodesh Nissan.  

 

It’s no coincidence that the eighth day of the miluim – the number eight representing 

phenomena that are beyond teva – and the culmination of the construction of the Mishkan 

happened on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.  

 

There’s a famous machlokes in the Gemara as to whether the world was created in Tishrei 

or in Nissan, and the meforshim explain that really it’s both: one was b’machshavah and 

one was b’maaseh. Another perspective is that Tishrei marked the creation of the guf, while 

the creation of the neshamah happened on Rosh Chodesh Nissan. Tishrei is the beginning 

of the world’s functioning according to teva, while Nissan is the beginning of the creation 

of the world of l’maaleh miderech hateva.  

 

Chodesh Nissan is ִראׁשֹון הּוא ָלֶכם, the first of the months. Interestingly, Tishrei – during 

which Adam and the world were actually created – is called the seventh month. This is 

because even though the original Creation happened in Tishrei, Hashem made a stipulation 

with the universe and was waiting for the Yidden to accept the Torah on yom hashishi. In 

that sense, Sefer Shemos – which is the process of the creation of Klal Yisrael and Mattan 

Torah – is another aspect of brias haolam. Just as before the original brias haolam there 

was the sheishes yemei Bereishis culminating in Shabbos, similarly, the Mishkan is 

inaugurated with the shivas yemei miluim, culminating with ַוְיִהי ַבּיֹום ַהְשִמיִני.  

 

The timing of the eighth day of the miluim in Chodesh Nissan is significant as well. 

Chodesh Nissan is Chodesh Ha’aviv, and אביב can be read as “אב י"ב”, because Nissan is 

the “father” of the other twelve months. All the potential that lies in the entire year starts 
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here, in Chodesh Nissan. Just as there’s Rosh Hashanah in Tishrei, there’s a Rosh Hashanah 

of sorts at the beginning of Chodesh Nissan as well, with the culmination of the Mishkan’s 

shivas yemei hamiluim.  

 

[Parenthetically, there’s a chassidishe vort that notes that ַוְיִהי is a lashon of tzaar. A Yid 

who has sheishes yemei hamaaseh followed by Shabbos, the day of rest, starts a new week 

with fresh kochos, beginning a new yom rishon. But for a Yid who, sadly, is unfamiliar 

with the concept of Shabbos, the day after Shabbos is just the eighth day, with no renewal. 

For him, it’s ַוְיִהי ַבּיֹום ַהְשִמיִני, an expression of tzaar, because the days just march on 

endlessly, without the cycle and process of sheishes yemei Bereishis and Shabbos.]  

 

 

Two Reasons for No Tachanun 

The Shulchan Aruch states (siman 429): אין נופלים על פניהם בכל חדש ניסן. The entire Chodesh 

Nissan we don’t say Tachanun, and the Magen Avraham explains that this is because the 

nesi’im brought their korbanos during the first twelve days of Nissan, and then there’s Erev 

Pesach, Pesach, and Isru Chag. Since that’s most of the month, we continue without 

Tachanun for the rest of the month. But the Acharonim – including the Chasam Sofer and 

the Hagahos in Shulchan Aruch – point out that the thirteenth day of Nissan falls between 

the twelve days of the offerings of the nesi’im and Erev Pesach. Why shouldn’t Tachanun 

be said on that day, considering that the majority of the month has not yet passed?  

 

The Chasam Sofer offers several explanations as to why we don’t recite Tachanun on the 

thirteenth day of Nissan. One is that the korbanos of the nesi’im included shelamim, which 

are eaten for two days. Accordingly, the korban of Achira ben Einan, which was brought 

on the twelfth of Nissan, was eaten on the thirteenth as well. Another explanation is that 

the bris of Avraham Avinu occurred on the thirteenth of Nissan (as we know, the first day 

of Pesach was the third day after Avraham’s bris).  

 

Then the Chasam Sofer suggests another explanation, which diverges from the Magen 

Avraham’s approach to why we don’t say Tachanun at the end of Chodesh Nissan. At the 

end of Chodesh Nissan we will im yirtzeh Hashem celebrate the inauguration of the third 

Beis Hamikdash, says the Chasam Sofer, because בניסן נגאלו בניסן עתידין ליגאל. The entire 

month of Nissan is an auspicious time for geulah, and especially the end of Nissan, which 

represents the future redemption, the concept of ִכיֵמי ֵצאְתָך ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים ַאְרֶאּנּו ִנְפָלאֹות.  

 

It’s not coincidental that at the end of Chodesh Nissan we read ַוְיִהי ַבּיֹום ַהְשִמיִני, which 

represents the power that lies in Rosh Chodesh Nissan and the entire Chodesh Nissan.  

 

Infinitesimal Differences are Significant 

The last passuk of this week’s parashah is: ּוֵבין ַהָטֹהר ּוֵבין ַהַחָּיה ַהֶּנֱאֶכֶלת ּוֵבין ַהַחָּיה ְלַהְבִדיל ֵבין ַהָטֵמא 

ֵתָאֵכל ֲאֶׁשר לֹא . Rashi notes: בין נשחט חציו של קנה לנשחט רובו. Sometimes, the determining factor 

of whether an animal is a neveilah or was shechted in accordance with halachah is a 

hairsbreadth, a mashehu. We just encountered this concept with regard to Pesach, where 

the difference between chametz and matzah, in the preparation of the dough, is a mashehu. 

Similarly, the words chametz and matzah are separated by only a mashehu: they both 
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contain the letters mem and tzadi, and the difference between the ches of chametz and the 

hei of matzah is just a hairsbreadth. This teaches us a valuable lesson about the importance 

of zerizus and being careful and exacting in everything we do. 

 

The significance of a hairsbreadth is evident, likewise, in the words אחד and אחר. We say 

Hashem Echad – but if the dalet is missing the little mashehu that differentiates it from a 

reish, then echad becomes acher, as in לֹא ִתְׁשַתֲחֶוה ְלֵאל ַאֵחר. The difference between Hashem 

Echad and el acher is that mashehu. We have to be very careful in everything we do, 

especially in Chodesh Nissan, and b’ezer Hashem this Chodesh Nissan should still usher 

in בניסן עתידין ליגאל and  ִָים ַאְרֶאּנּו ִנְפָלאֹותִכיֵמי ֵצאְתָך ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצר .  

 

Ah gezunte zummer.  

 


