
PROVING THE TRUTH
Reproduced from "Living Kiddush Hashem" by Rabbi Shraga Freedman, 
with permission of ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications. 
 
Daniel Kravitz knew right away that the customer 
was a neo-Nazi—head shaved, arms tattooed “Kill 
Jews!” Luckily, he wore a cap over his yarmulke. He 
spent an hour showing the man around, offering 
discounts, and finally helping load the purchases into 
a pickup truck. Then, after checking that the man 
was unarmed, he finally spoke. “Tell me,” he said, “do 
you really feel what those tattoos say?”

“You bet I do,” the man replied.

“Have you ever actually met a Jew?” Daniel asked.

“No, but I don’t need to. I hate them anyway!” The 
man spewed every anti-Semitic trope imaginable. 
Daniel waited patiently for him to finish, then took 
off his cap to reveal the yarmulke. “You just spent an 
hour with a Jew,” he said. “You can clearly see that 
I’m not at all like the image you have.” He spent a 
short time trying to convince the youth to reconsider 
his prejudice, then turned to assist another customer.

Six months later, the man came back to the store, no 
longer bald, with long sleeves that hid his tattoos. To 
Daniel’s surprise, the man embraced him. “I need to 
thank you,” he said. “You made me reassess all my 
beliefs. I’ve decided to turn my life around.”

Parshas Vaeschanan says, “You shall keep [the Torah] 
for it is your wisdom in the eyes of the nations who 
will hear these laws….and who is a great nation with 
righteous laws like this Torah that I set before you 
today?” When a Jew conducts himself with integrity, 
his actions will prove the truth, causing non-Jews to 
hold the Jewish people in high regard.   

AMALEK VS. KLAL YISRAEL II
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher. 

Just before Parshas Zachor comes the mitzvah of fair weights, completing 
the ideal picture of klal Yisrael: a people who keep far from any misuse 
of power. We refuse to violate the trust that people must be able to place 
in each other in order to live together in one society. We are firm in our 
conviction that we may only call Hashem Elokeinu if we scrupulously avoid 
doing harm to His creatures, and it is this conviction that is the source of our 
scrupulous honesty in dealing with our fellow men.

This mitzvah—even shleima—is the final stroke of the Torah’s character 
sketch for its people. The people of the Torah should have a national 
character that reflects sympathy, consideration, charity and kindness 
toward all living things; should be ready at all times to do good and be 
constitutionally incapable of causing harm to another. They are called 
“Yeshurun,” the most yashar, honest and upright, of all nations.

There is no limit to Hashem's abilities; He is in complete control 
of everything created. The greatest display of this power will 
be when Hashem returns the dead to life. This idea of techiyas 
hameisim is so important that the bracha begins and ends with it. 
It is one of the Rambam's thirteen ikarei emunah. Although it is 
hard for us to imagine techiyas hameisim, it does have a parallel 
on earth: the caterpillar spins a cocoon around itself, its body 
dissolving completely to reassemble in the form of a butterfly. So 
too will the bodies currently lying in graves: they, too, will once 
again have limbs and veins and be covered with skin. 
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The antithesis of this national ethos is 
presented by Amalek, which glories in its 
triumphant sword, in trampling the weak and 
unprotected. When the Jewish people were 
just taking their first steps into history, Amalek 
immediately attacked. From that very first 
attempt to oppose klal Yisrael, it was decreed 
that Amalek would ultimately be wiped out of 
the memory of the world.

Hence, we are reminded never to forget this. 
By giving a detailed account of Amalek’s 
sudden appearance, the Torah heightens our 
awareness of this antithesis to our essence. 
Whereas in Shemos the struggle against what 
Amalek represents is described as the purpose 
of all Hashem’s maneuverings in history, in Ki 
Seitzei klal Yisrael is required to see itself as an 
instrument in Hashem’s war against Amalek.

Amalek’s wreath of military laurels misleads 
people, blinding them with its glitter. The final 
leaf will fall from that wreath when Amalek’s 
power is broken—not by a sword stronger than 
its own, but by a force upheld solely by G-d’s 
power and based solely on loyalty to His law.

Do not forget this. If we ever wish to forget our 
calling and our mission, we cannot envy the 
laurel wreaths that the foolish world weaves 
for those who successfully wreck human 
happiness. Remember the tear-drenched soil 
from which these laurels grow. Do not forget 
this, when you yourself suffer the brutality and 
violence of Amalek. Stay strong, and maintain 
the humanity and justice that Hashem has 
taught us, for humanity and justice will 
ultimately triumph. 

WHAT IS THIS? WHY IS THIS?
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, Dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

When Mordechai was told by Eliyahu Hanavi that there was a divine decree to 
destroy the Jewish people for their sins, he went out into the streets of Shushan 
in sackcloth and ashes, crying out to Hashem for mercy. When Esther heard, she 
was very distressed. She sent her servant Daniel to find out what was going on.

Daniel asked Mordechai ladaas mah zeh v’al mah zeh. Esther wanted to know 
“What is this?” and “What is the cause of this?” There was obviously a heavenly 
reason for the decree. Since the earliest days of klal Yisrael, such a calamity had 
never occurred. Perhaps the Jewish people had denied what they said at the 
Yam Suf, zeh Keili v’anveihu, or perhaps they had denied the words of the luchos, 
which could be read mizeh u’mizeh, from either side?

In return, the Megillah says, Mordechai told Daniel to tell Esther es kol asher 
karahu, all that had happened to him. This was a mysterious answer, because 
it wasn't what had happened to Mordechai that she wanted to  know, but what 
was happening to the entire Jewish people. Mordechai was sending a cryptic 
message, hinting at the real cause of the catastrophe. The descendant of Karahu 
—Amalek, “asher karcha badarech”—had risen against us.

In parshas Zachor, which we will read this Shabbos, the Torah tells us that 
Amalek “happened upon us.” The word karcha has three meanings, all brought 
by Rashi. The first is from the word mikreh, a coincidence. Amalek represents 
the idea that everything that happens in the world is nothing more than 
happenstance—no hashgacha, no involvement on Hashem’s part. The second is 
from the word keri, the defilement of immorality. Amalek denies Hashem and 
His control over the world, believing that a person is free to indulge his lusts as 
he pleases, with no inhibition whatsoever. The third meaning is from the word 
kar, cold. After krias Yam Suf, all the nations were in awe of the Jewish people, 
because they understood that G-d was performing miracles for them. Amalek 
cooled that fear by immediately attacking am Yisrael, right after krias Yam Suf. 
Like a boiling hot pool that everyone is afraid to touch, Amalek removed the 
element of fear. They came out scorched but alive, cooling the impact of the 
miracles for everyone else.

With the word "karahu," Mordechai was hinting to Esther that the Jewish 
people had become influenced by Haman and Persian society in all three ways. 
They were no longer as aware of Hashem's constant intervention in the world. 
They had become somewhat lax in their moral standards, as evidenced by 
their attendance at Achashverosh's indecent party. And finally, they had also 
cooled off in their fear of Hashem and their passion for mitzvos. These were the 
ultimate causes behind Haman's decree of annihilation. 

REACHING FOR IT

What is the purpose of the elephant's trunk?

At full maturity, a male African elephant weighs 14,000 pounds and stands 11 feet tall—a massive, 
graceful animal.  Its most amazing aspect is its trunk, comprised of 40,000 muscles that work in 
tandem. It is so agile that it can pluck a dime from the floor, yet so powerful it can lift logs weighing 
hundreds of pounds. Why do elephants have such an organ?  Elephants eat in proportionate to 
their tremendous size, on average 350 pounds a day, reaching to the ground over and over. With a 
trunk, it doesn’t need to bend down for the food. The trunk allows the elephant to be self-sufficient 
and feed itself. G-d created the world with wisdom, kindness, and a giving nature.  

Adapted from Rabbi Bentzion Shafier on Chinuch.org.
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