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The students in the school in Ramat Gan 

were astonished. The man wearing the 

uniform of Hevrat Hashmal - 

the Israel Electric Company - who had come 

to explain to them the dangers and safety 

precautions involved in electricity use, was 

wearing a black eye patch over one eye. 

Perhaps they thought he was a wounded war 

veteran? 

But when he gave the same talk a week later 

in the elementary school of Kfar Chabad, he 

no longer wore the eye patch. After he 

finished, one of the teachers, Rabbi Chayim 

Ben-Natan, invited him to wrap tefillin. The 

man accepted with alacrity. When he finished 

saying the Shma Yisraelprayer and removing 

the boxes and straps with the rabbi's help, 

Meir (not his real name) offered to tell Ben-

Natan his story. 

 

For many years he has suffered from 

diabetes. Recently, he developed a painful 

eye problem and a loss of vision in one of his 

eyes. As this was diabetes-related, the doctors 

all insisted that no cure is possible. His most 

recent doctor gave him some salve to put on 

the bad eye to ease the pain, and a black 

patch to cover it so as not to compromise the 

vision of his remaining good eye. 

 

His incomplete vision made it impossible for 

him to continue working as a technician. 

Instead, the IEC trained him to give 

presentations to school children about 

electricity. 

 

One time he was driving in the Galilee to an 

appointment at a school in Carmiel. On the 

way, he called his office to check in and 

confirm the directions. His supervisor, a 

religious Jewess, upon hearing his location, 

recommended that he detour to one of the 

holy burial sites in the North of Israel and 

pray there for an improvement in his 

condition.  

 

"Why not?" he thought to himself. "It can't 

hurt." And off he went to Meron, to the 

burial site of the great sage of 

the Mishna and Zohar, Rabbi Shimon Bar 

Yochai. 
 

As he stood there praying with one hand on 

the tomb marker (clearly this was not on Lag 

b'Omer! -YT), he heard a man at a nearby 

table groaning and repeatedly crying out, 

"Hashem, G-d, help me, please! In the merit 

of Rabbi Shimon, help me now!" 

 

 

When Meir finished his own prayer, he turned 

away from the tomb marker. The man who had 

been crying out stared at him in wide-eyed 

amazement, and suddenly grabbed his arm! 

"Praise G-d! Give thanks to the Al-mighty. My 

prayers are answered. Rabbi Shimon sent you 

to me!" 

 

"What are you talking about?" Meir said 

calmly. "Nobody sent me here." 

 

"It's true. It's true!" proclaimed Uri (not his 

real name) loudly, refusing to release Meir's 

arm. "I have a wife and five children at home 

and no electricity. I've been praying for hours 

to get my electricity back, and here you are 

from the Electric Company." He pointed to the 

IEC insignia on Meir's uniform. "Clearly you 

were sent here to help me. Now give me back 

my electricity!" 

 

Uri explained that his electricity had been cut 

off because he owed thousands of shekels in 

unpaid bills, which he could not afford to pay. 

He then resumed demanding that Meir give 

him back his electricity, speaking louder and 

louder. Meir tried to explain that the nature of 

his job was in no way related to Uris' problem, 

not technically, not financially. None of his 

disclaimers helped. Uri would not relent in his 

belief that "obviously" Meir had been sent by 

Heaven and Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai to help 

him get his electricity restored. 

 

Despairing of ever being able to make Uri be 

sensible, and in danger of being late to his 

assignment, Meir finally asked Uri for the 

number of his account. Uri showed him his 

most recent bill. Meir said, "Look, let me step 

outside, and I'll call someone very important in 

management, check what the situation is, and 

try to arrange something for you." 

 

Uri grinned in anticipation and stepped back. 

Meir went out, used his IEC internal 

communication device to check Uri's account, 

verified that he owed 2500 shekels…and paid 

the entire bill with his own credit card number! 

Returning inside, he told Uri, "Okay, it is all 

arranged with the company. You can go home. 

In two hours you will have electricity." Uri pumped 

Meir's hand enthusiastically. He couldn't thank him 

enough. "You see," he said, "I was right that Rabbi 

Shimon sent you to me." 

 

Meir went to his car, shaking his head in amazement 

at his own spontaneous kind deed. About ten 

minutes, later, half way to his destination, he had to 

pull over to the side of the road. His bad eye was 

itching so badly he couldn't wait any longer to 

remove his patch in order to rub his eye. Taking off 

the patch with his right hand, he moved his left hand 

towards his eye to massage it, when all of a sudden 

he realized that he was seeing through the windshield 

with the eye that had been under the patch. Seeing 

normally! His vision was fully restored! 

 

The various doctors that Meir had been seeing could 

not believe their own eyes. "This can only be a 

miracle,'' each one proclaimed, even if it was not 

clear that before this episode they believed in 

miracles. Meir smiled, understanding the simple 

formula: If you provide light for another Jew, G-d 

will provide light for you. And also, as the Talmud 

states, "Rabbi Shimon Bar-Yochai can be relied on in 

desperate situations." 

 

by Yerachmiel Tilles.  Source: Heard from several 

Chabad Chasidim in Tsfat, including the brother of 

Rabbi Ben-Natan in the story. 

 

Biographical note:  Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, one 

of the most important sages in Jewish history, lived 

over 1800 years ago. Teachings in his name abound 

throughout the Mishnah, Gemorrah, and Midrashim, 

while the Zohar, the primary source text of 

Kabbalah, is built around Rabbi Shimon's revelations 

to his inner circle of disciples. During the hours 

before his passing, on Lag b'Omer, he disclosed the 

"most sublime" secrets of Torah, in order to ensure 

that the day would always be an occasion for great 

joy, untouched by sadness because of the Omer 

period and mourning for him. The seminal 

importance of the Zohar in Jewish thought and the 

annual pilgrimage to Meron on Lag b"Omer are 

testimonies to his success. 

 

Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 20th year. 

“Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-

volume series of his best stories, is now available in 

Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 

 

The One-Eyed 

Electrician at Meron 

Shabbat  T imes –  Emor 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 6:52 8:08 

Tel Aviv 7:09 8:10 

Haifa 7:03 8:11 

Beer Sheva 7:08 8:08 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah portion, Emor, 

contains laws addressed particularly to the 

"Kohanim," or Priestly Order. 

After the destruction of the Holy 

Temple in Jerusalem, sacrifices were 

discontinued and the three daily prayer 

services were instituted in their place. 

There are many aspects of the daily 

prayers that parallel the laws in the 

offering of sacrifices. In addition, some of 

the preliminary prayers recount the actual 

sacrificial procedures. 

In certain prayer rites, it is customary to 

recite daily prior to the morning prayers: "I 

hearby accept upon myself the mitzva of 

'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"  

Two questions come to mind 

concerning this preface to prayer: What is 

the connection between this precept and 

prayer, to make it a fitting introduction? 

Second, how can one possibly be expected 

to love another person just as he loves 

himself? 

Chasidic philosophy considers all Jews 

as one complete body, with each 

individual Jew corresponding to one of the 

body's organs. Some parallel the "head," 

others the "body," and yet others the 

"feet." Anyone who has ever experienced 

the pain of an ingrown toenail will be fully 

aware that a pain even in the lowest part of 

the body can impair the functioning of the 

head by causing an inability to concentrate 

or think clearly.  

This certainly illustrates that the body, 

with all its organs and limbs, is a 

completely integrated system. 

Likewise, within the "body" of Jewry a 

malfunction in the "feet" can seriously 

disturb the "head." We find that the 

greatest Jewish sages, the most refined of 

people, would say Vidui, a prayer 

expressing remorse for such sins as 

stealing, committing violent acts, etc. 

 For although they were far removed 

from such misdeeds, they felt a personal 

involvement with those Jews who had 

transgressed, and consequently considered 

themselves affected by their sins. 

himself.  

By hating himself, the person becomes 

like a maimed sacrifice which was 

disqualified from being offered, or a 

"maimed" Priest, who was disqualified 

from offering sacrifices. 

The connection between "Love your 

neighbor as yourself," and prayer becomes 

clear. In order to be able to stand in prayer 

before G-d, whole, not disfigured by 

hatred of others, we must first make a 

commitment to perform the mitzva of 

loving one's neighbor. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

              BECOMING FLAWLESS 

 

In light of the above 

explanation, we may understand 

how one can love another as 

oneself; for the entire Jewish 

people are one integrated "body" 

and every Jew has a part of 

himself within his fellow-Jew. 

Hence, in loving his fellow he is 

really showing affection for a part 

of himself! 

Likewise, a Jew with hatred in 

his heart for another is really 

hating and rejecting a part of 

 

A THOUSAND NIGHTS' 

PREPARATION 
 

In preparation to build his shul, the 

tzaddik Reb Shalom of Belz stayed awake for 

a thousand nights, learning Torah and 

reaching great ruchnius'dike heights. His 

Rebbetzin stood nearby attending to his 

needs, and if he would fall asleep for more 

than a half hour she would wake him up. On 

the thousandth night he was overcome by a 

deep sleep, but the Rebbetzin did not let him 

succumb, for on that night he finally attained 

the level for which he had waited so long. 

When the shul was being built the tzaddik 

himself would often take part in the 

construction, laying bricks with much kavana. 

His older brother, Reb Leibish Rokeiach, 

once visited Belz, and expressed his 

disapproval. Reb Shalom shared with him its 

significance and concluded, "If I had the 

ability, I would build the entire edifice 

myself! Since I don't have the energy to do so, 

I'm doing whatever I am able." 

 (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

The most flagrant desecration of God's Name 

is the exile, during which the world is 

bereaved of the Holy Temple and its spiritual 

radiance. The existential nature of exile is the 

concealment of Godliness in the straightjacket 

of natural cause and effect; exile thus gives the 

world the impression that God is powerless to 

overcome the forces of nature and history. In 

this context, the grandest sanctification of 

God's Name will occur in the messianic era. 

(The Rebbe, Likutei Sichot Vol. 27/Kehot Chumash) 

 

 

And you shall count for yourselves 

from the day after the Shabbat, from 

the day that you brought the Omer of 

the waving; seven complete weeks 

shall they be. (Lev 23:15) 

 

This verse discusses the laws 

concerning Sefirat HaOmer - the 

counting of the Omer which takes 

place between Passover and Shavuot. 

Rashi explains that "from the day after 

the Shabbat" refers to the day after the 

festival, i.e. the second day of 

Passover. He further explains that the 

word "complete" teaches us that one 

begins to count from the evening (the 

second night of Passover) or else the 

weeks are not truly complete. 

 

The word "u'sefartem - and you shall 

count" is from the same root as the 

words "sapphire" and "bright" as if to 

say, "Work on 'yourselves' until you 

are shiny and bright." 
 (The Magid of Mezritch) 

 

That I may be sanctified among the 

Israelites (Lev. 22:32)  

When you reap the harvest of your land, 

do not reap the corner of the field or the 

gleaning of the harvest. Leave them for the 

poor.... (Lev. 23:22)  

 

Rabbi Abdimi asked, "Why did Scripture 

choose to place this law in the middle of 

the section dealing with the festivals? To 

teach us that whoever leaves the 'corners' 

and 'gleanings' for the poor, it is as if he 

built the Holy Temple and presented his 

[festival] offerings there.   

 

 
 

And you shall not profane My holy name 

(Lev. 22:32) 

 

The opposite of profaning G-d's name is 

the sanctification of G-d's name. When a 

Jew performs a mitzva (commandment) 

with devotion, and with pure intent, he is 

sanctifying G-d's name. When a Jew 

behaves in such a manner that only good 

things are heard about him, that too is a 

sanctification of G-d's name. However, the 

opposite is also true. 
(Rambam) 

 
 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai 

Lag BaOmer is the yahrzeit (the anniversary of the passing) of 

Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, one of the greatest Sages of the 

Talmud and the author of the Zohar, the fundamental text of the 

Kabbalah, Jewish mysticism. Customarily, we commemorate Lag 

BaOmer by outings, taking our children out to the forests and the 

fields and celebrating.  

This raises an obvious question: Is it right to commemorate the 

passing of a great scholar by closing our books and going out to 

the fields? Of Rabbi Shimon, it was said Toraso Umanaso, Torah 

study was his occupation; his entire life centered around these 

teachings. Why then do we recall him by taking a vacation from 

school?  

The point is that Lag BaOmer is a vacation from school, but 

not a vacation from the Torah. On the contrary, the intent is to 

show how Rabbi Shimon's teachings give us the insight to extend 

the Torah beyond the confines of the school building. Forests and 

fields are not usually associated with the Jewish life. And yet, 

Rabbi Shimon provides us with the mindset to extend the Torah's 

wisdom into such settings.  This is dependent on Rabbi Shimon's 

mystic teachings. The Zohar which he authored gives us the 

conceptual underpinnings to perceive G-dliness in every 

environment, and to understand how every element of our 

existence reflects spiritual truth.  

Rabbi Akiva 

Another reason we celebrate Lag BaOmer is that an epidemic 

which caused the death of 24,000 of the disciples of the great 

Talmudic sage, Rabbi Akiva, ceased on that day.  Our Sages relate 

that the epidemic was caused by the failure of these students to 

treat each other respectfully. This is very surprising. After all, was 

it not Rabbi Akiva who defined the commandment to "love your 

neighbor as yourself" as "a fundamental principle of the Torah"? 

How could his disciples have departed from his teachings so 

drastically?  

Chassidic thought explains that because every person is unique 

in his nature and thought processes, he has a unique path in the 

service of G-d. Similarly, each of Rabbi Akiva's disciples had his 

own approach. Because they were highly developed individuals, 

each had internalized his particular approach to the point that it 

dominated his personality.  

Operating from within his own perspective, each considered 

any approach different from his own as incomplete, inadequate 

and inferior. Being men of integrity, they no doubt spoke their 

minds plainly. And since all were intensely involved in their own 

paths of service, none would change. The tension between them 

escalated, as the deep commitment every student felt to his own 

particular approach prevented him from showing respect for those 

who followed a different path.  

What was wrong with the students' perspective? Nothing and 

everything.  Nothing, because every one of the paths proposed by 

the students could have been correct.  And everything, because 

their tunnel-vision prevented them from seeing any version of the 

truth other than their own.  No matter how deeply we are involved 

in our own service to G-d, we must remain broadminded enough to 

appreciate that someone else may have a different approach. 

Although, from our perspective, other paths may appear 

inadequate, this perception may stem from our own limitations.  

Furthermore, even if someone is indeed underdeveloped, his 

deficiencies need not prevent us from looking upon him in a 

favorable light. For every individual possesses a potential for 

growth. We should concentrate on helping others realize that 

       Lag BaOmer 

By Studying the Zohar… 
 

It is recorded in the holy Zohar 

that Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai 

was told, "With your book [the 

Zohar] the Jewish people will 

go out of exile with mercy." 

This means that by studying the 

Zohar, along with the 

explanations of Chasidut, we 

will merit the true and final 

Redemption, very very soon.  

 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe in a 

talk at a Lag B'Omer Parade, 

5750) 
 

 
 

Our Sages say that Rabbi 

Shimon Bar Yochai was "well-

versed in performing miracles." 

Indeed, he was so spiritually 

elevated that although he lived 

in the time of the destruction of 

the Holy Temple, for him it was 

as though it never happened; he 

did not experience exile.  

 

However, the principal 

association of Rabbi Shimon Bar 

Yochai with the redemption is as 

it is said, "With this work of 

yours [the Zohar] ... they shall 

go out of exile with mercy." 

 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe, 

Shabbat Emor 5747-1987) 
 

 

 

potential, rather than merely accentuating their 

need to do so.  

Realizing Our Potential 

Rabbi Akiva's own life serves as an example 

of how any person can reach greatness 

regardless of his background. Rabbi Akiva 

descended from a family of converts, and did 

not begin to study until the age of 40. 

Nevertheless, he attained such heights of 

scholarship that our entire knowledge of the 

Oral Law rests on his teachings.  

Furthermore, we need not wait for miracles 

to inspire us. Rabbi Akiva was motivated to 

begin studying Torah by a simple physical 

observation. Noticing how a rock had been 

worn away by the sheer constancy of dripping 

water - though each drop had no apparent effect 

- he understood that Torah (which is likened to 

water) could refine even those aspects of his 

nature that were as rough as stone. 

Keeping in Touch – Volume 1 – Torah 

Thoughts Inspired by the Works of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, by Eliyahu Touger, 

reprinted with permission from Sichos in 

English 

 
 

  



A new Sefer compiles the Rebbe's 

fundmental teachings on Chinuch, 

education, for the first time indexed 

and translated into English. 

 
A new Sefer provides parents and 

educators clear guidance on how to 

nurture the precious neshamos of our 

generation.  The recently published 

volume by Anash Chinuch is a collection 

of the Rebbe's fundamental teachings on 

chinuch, which has never been available 

in English until now.  

 

Anash Chinuch has translated the 

Rebbe's teachings on hundreds of topics, 

creating a 350+ page sefer completely 

indexed by topic for easy reference and 

searchability.  In addition, this sefer 

covers sources on a wider range of topics 

than any other collection of the Rebbe's 

The Rebbe’s Teachings  

on Chinuch 
 

teachings on chinuch currently 

available in any language. The 

Rebbe's teachings are positive and 

practical and are sure to inspire every 

parent and educator to invest more in 

the chinuch of their children and 

students. 

 

The new Sefer should be in Judaica 

stores by Mid-May.  Reprinted from 

Collive 

 

Rabbi Nochem Kaplan, Director, 

Office of Education at Merkos 

L’Inyonei Chinuch:  What would the 

Rebbe advise?  The Rebbe’s writings, 

his maamarim-Chassidic discourses, 

his sichos – public talks and his 

letters fill more than 100 volumes; 

how is one to find his teachings on a 

particular issue?  Of course, there are 

indices but even they are volumes and 

too many people find it inhibiting to 

even begin a search.  Teachings of 

the Rebbe on Chinuch gathers a great 

many of the Rebbe’s ideas and advice 

on chinuch-education into one 

eminently readable volume and in the 

process it gifts to thousands of his 

followers, a wealth of his instruction 

and guidance on this subject in the 

language they best understand. 

 

 

 
Lower the cholent carbs with this 

family favorite.  Spice 1-2 kilo of 

asado with coarse salt, black pepper 

and parprika. Sear it on both sides in 

a good stew pot (I put in a couple of 

teaspoons of oil). Take the meat out 

and put in a bowl. Cut up two large 

onions into wedges and saute them 

for about two minutes in the put the 

meat was in. Put the meat back in the 

pot and pour in a can of beer. Cook 

slowly untill it falls apart. Great for 

Shabbos lunch. Beer and onions 

make a great combination. 

 Alizah Hochstead, 

alizahh@hotmail.com     

     

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Farbrengen 

Question:    My husband used to be much more enthusiastic and 

careful about his Yiddishkeit.  He would only eat the highest kashrus. 
Now he will eat any heksher as long as it says mehadrin.  He used to 
spend Shabbos afternoon learning with the kids and learning in shul.  
Now after Shabbos lunch he just takes a long nap.  He used to go to the 
mikve every morning and learn Chassidus before davening.  Now he just 
goes to the mikve erev Shabbos and rarely learns at all, much less 
Chassidus before davening.  He doesn’t even always wear his hat and 
jacket for davening.  He admits that he is just not inspired, but doesn’t 
make any effort to get the inspiration back.  It’s like he is either content or 
feels that at the age of 42 he can’t get inspired again.  As his wife, what 
can I do to help the situation? 

Answer:  Although I can imagine that this situation is not easy it is 

very commendable that you want to help your husband to regain his 
inspiration.  Shalom Bayis (marital harmony) brings abundant G-dly 
blessings into both the material and spiritual dimensions of a couple’s 
life.  Thus, as a first step, I would suggest reflecting on your relationship 
with your husband.  In a letter from the Lubavitcher Rebbe in the year 
5726, the Rebbe states: “The greater the harmony, mutual respect and 
devotion between a husband and wife — particularly when both are 
observers of Torah and mitzvos — the greater is the measure of G-d’s 
blessings to both of them for all their needs.”  In another letter the Rebbe 
states, “…The Mishnah rules that ‘Peace is the vessel that holds and 
sustains G-d’s blessing.’ (Mishnah, conclusion of Uktzin) Within the 
various types of peace, Shalom Bayis is one of the greatest of all…”  
(Igros Kodesh, Vol. XV, p. 375)   Even though there might not be conflict 
within a marriage, many couples have become accustomed to just 
getting along.  However, as the Rebbe states in his letter, “the greater the 
harmony, mutual respect and devotion between husband and 
wife…the greater is the measure of G-d’s blessings…for all their needs.”    
 
Encourage the positive and do not criticize the negative.  For example, in 
regards learning with your children, perhaps you could say, “you have 
such a talent for learning with children.  Our kids always enjoy learning 
with you on Shabbos afternoon and they get so much out of it.”  Make it 
light, fun and enticing and take small steps: “after your Shabbos nap, 
maybe we could have some yummy nosh and drinks and you could learn 
with the children for 5 or 10 minutes.  It would be fun for everyone.”  Even 
if the learning only lasts for five minutes, be positive and supportive.  
Even 5 minutes is a step in the right direction. 
 
Ben Azai teaches in the Mishna (Avot 4:2), Mitzvah goreret mitzvah – 
one mitzvah leads to another mitzvah.   Your husband might be feeling 
that at the age of 42 he can’t regain his inspiration.  The challenge 
probably seems insurmountable, like a mountain he must climb.  Thus, I 
would recommend encouraging small steps based on the approach that 
one mitzvah leads to another mitzvah.  In addition, a little light banishes a 
lot of darkness.  Each small step, each drop of light, is a victory.  
 
Although a person can experience sudden inspiration, one should not 
simply wait for inspiration to manifest, but must do something active.   
When we learn Torah, among other benefits, we create the vessel to 
receive inspiration from Above.  No one knows your husband better than 
you.  Think of creative ways that you could create the environment to 
enable him to learn Torah.  Perhaps your husband had a chavrusa 
(learning partner) who he used to enjoy learning with and they have 
fallen out of touch.  Try inviting him for Shabbos.  Another idea:  Tell your 
husband how much you enjoy learning with him (perhaps even 
compliment him on how well he teaches) and ask him if he would learn 
with you in the evening for 10 minutes.   
 
Bitachon – trust in Hashem:  Believe that Hashem will help your husband 
to regain his inspiration in avodas Hashem.  One of the greatest vessels 
for receiving Hashem’s goodness is believing that Hashem will bestow 
revealed goodness.  Hashem wants us to place our trust in Him. 
  
Experiment with the above suggestions and other ideas you might have 
along these same lines.  Chassidus repeats again and again that every 
descent is for the sake of a greater ascent.  Bezrat Hashem you will see 
the greater ascent very soon. 
 
Please email your questions for this column to 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com; Aharon Schmidt, marriage & 
individual coaching and counseling; Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 
 
 

Halacha Corner – Reward for Lost Object: May I offer 

or accept a reward for returning a lost object? The responsibility to return a 

lost object to another Jew is both a positive commandment of hashovas aveida 

and a prohibition not to hold on to it.  In fulfilling this obligation, one is 

required to invest all his efforts, but is not required to spend money.  Halacha 

states that one who encounters a lost object must return it without charge, 

since one is merely fulfilling a mitzvah.  However, since one isn’t required to 

lose money, he may demand compensation of whatever money he put out to 

retrieve the object (e.g. tow a car).  Likewise, one who takes time off work to 

return an object, may demand “schar batala” payment for that time.  Schar 

batala is calculated as the amount of money he would accept to take off work 

and not earn his regular income.  Can the owner offer a monetary reward? 

Many poskim write that although the finder may not charge, there is no 

prohibition for the owner to set a reward.  Some explain that special 

allowance was made here to encourage people to actively search for the lost 

object.  Others draw a comparison to a mohel who halacha permits to charge 

so that he will perform a skilled job.  Still, other poskim argue there is a broad 

prohibition to accept payment for returning a lost object.  Thus in practice, a 

finder should reject the payment, and if the owner insists that he accept it as a 

gift, he may accept it.  In situations where returning the lost object is an act of 

lifnim mishuras hadin (beyond the exact law), such as an object that was 

found in a place where the majority of the passerby are not Jewish, one may 

accept payment.  Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin, Rov - Kfar Chabad Beis 

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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