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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Shmini 5777 

Imagine that! 

When Aharon’s sons Nadav and Avihu were killed by HaShem in the Mishkan, the Torah 

praises Aharon for remaining quiet. The posuk says, “Vayidom Aharon,” and Aharon was 

silent. In that merit, HaShem spoke to him alone, not through Moshe, for the next mitzvah 

that a Kohain should not drink wine before serving in the Bais HaMikdash. 

How is it possible that Aharon didn’t say a word and just accepted his sons’ deaths? 

Perhaps the secret for dealing with challenges can be found in his reaction. The word 

“vayidom,” is similar to “dimyon,” which is the power of our imagination. 

Since Aharon knew that HaShem does everything for the best and for a reason, he knew that 

his sons died for a purpose. Chazal give us a number of different possibilities as to the sin of 

Nadav and Avihu. We can’t just point and say, “That’s why they were killed!” It’s open to 

different possibilities. 

What Aharon did to deal with the loss of his sons was try to imagine any crazy scenario he 

could about why it was good that they had been killed. He used his ko’ach hadimyon, his 

power of imagination, to remind himself that even when he could imagine so many different 

things, there were likely more scenarios that he couldn’t or wouldn’t think of. 

He knew that HaShem could have reasons 

far beyond his imagination so he was silent, 

not yelling that it was unfair, because he 

understood that HaShem knows what He 

was doing. 

 When we go through life, and are faced 

with challenges, we should do what we can 

to deal with them, but never let it get to the 

point that we complain or “blame” G-d. 

If we were given a good explanation we 

would accept it and agree, so it isn’t fair to 

blame Him for simply not explaining 

Himself.  

It’s up to us to remember that there’s a plan to everything and this knowledge will make our 

lives happier and more serene. 

 



Lessons from our Sages through the Ages from the Pages 
The humbleness, piety and good deeds of the Gaon and Tzaddik, Rabbi Chaim Soleveitchik 
were well-known throughout the Jewish world. The door to his home was always open, and 
rich and poor would always stream through it. The rich sought advice, and the poor asked 
for help. No problem was too small or large, to which the Gaon did not offer help and 
money where it was necessary. 

Reb Chaim was known specifically for his kindness and help to the poor and the people 
suffering from misfortune. He would never differentiate between a great person or a small 
person, an educated person or an ignorant one. 

Once, an official of his congregation saw Reb Chaim holding a long conversation with an 
ignorant person, whom all the important people looked down upon. He was sitting in a 

corner of the Beit Hamidrash and conversing with him for a long 
time, thus keeping away everyone else who wanted to see him. 

“Rabbi,” said this official, “why are you wasting your time in 
conversation with this ignorant boor?” 

“You and the likes of you think that you are important people,” 
answered Reb Chaim, “and it is below your dignity to talk to someone 
below your station. But you forget what our Sages say (Gemara Yoma 
75a), ‘When a person has worries and troubles he shouldn’t keep it 
within himself, but should talk it out.’ This poor person has no one to 
talk to, therefore I have the mitzvah of listening to him.” 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
The Torah this week tells us about which animals we may eat and which we may not. A number of birds 
forbidden, as are animals that don’t chew their cud and have split hooves (this little piggy had none). Fish 
must have fins and scales.  

One reason some animals are forbidden is because they have traits that are not good for us to acquire, 
such as being predatory. The Chasida/stork only looks out for its own kind and that’s not a positive thing. 
However, some animals which are not kosher still teach us lessons, such as the cat which is modest and 
the ant which is hard-working. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: What lessons can we glean from Kosher animals, and why might some animals (like 
the cat) which have some lessons for us still be forbidden? The Gemara notably says that cats are ungrateful (because 
they eat mice which are ungrateful and damage for no reason.) Discuss the idea of having a singular good trait or being a 
total package of midos. How might we apply this approach to Kosher or non-Kosher animals, fish and birds and their 
impact on human beings? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

Today, the 26th of Nissan, is the yahrtzeit, the anniversary of death, of Yehoshua Bin Nun, Moshe’s disciple Joshua. 
In Judaism, the yahrtzeit is special, because it’s when a person “graduated” this world and they grow in the next.  

It is written, "As I, G-d, was with Moshe, so will I be with you" (Yehoshua 1:5). Yehoshua should therefore have lived for 
120 years like Moshe Rabbeinu, yet he only lived to the age of 110. What happened to those 10 years?  

HaShem said to Moshe, "Avenge the Children of Israel of the Midianites; afterward you will be gathered to your 
people" (Bamidbar 31:2). Although told he would die, Moshe did not delay, but acted quickly.  

However, when Yehoshua came to fight the thirty-one Kings of Canaan, he said, "If I slay them immediately, I will 
die immediately, just as Moshe did." What did Yehoshua do? He began to delay the wars against them. Then 
HaShem said to him, "Since you have done that, I will shorten your life by ten years." (Bamidbar Rabbah 22:6) 

Let us learn from Yehoshua to live our lives to the fullest each day, rather than leaving them empty in hopes of 
filling them in the future. In that merit, may his soul rise even to even higher heights in Heaven. 


