
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

and גוט חדש גוט שבת    
ms  

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe directly or unsubscribe, please 
send an email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

 

 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו
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 ְוַגם ֲאִני ָׁשַמְעִּתי ֶאת־ַנֲאַקת ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל       [6:5]
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 “I also heard the moaning of Bnei Yisroel” 

A businessman once came to the Chasam Sofer in a very distressed state.  Whilst 
he had formerly been ranked amongst the most successful traders in the city, a 

series of bad deals had all but wiped him out.  He requested advice and a brocho 
from the tzaddik.  The Chasam Sofer informed the man that he had heard of his 
terrible plight, but he had also been made aware that the man has a brother, who 

lives in poverty and to whom the businessman provides no support or 

aid.  "Please forgive me," replied the man, "but at this moment I am just not in 
any position to help him.  If Hashem assists me to get back on my feet, I promise 

that I will then help my brother.”  The Chasam Sofer rejected this suggestion, 
saying, "Hashem says to Moshe, ‘ve’gam ani shomati – I have also heard the 

groaning of the B'nei Yisroel’.  Who else was there who heard the cries of Bnei 
Yisrael, such that Hashem says He has also heard?  The answer must be that, 
despite the dreadful ordeals suffered on a daily basis by all of the Jewish People 

in Mitzrayim, they still managed to feel the pain and anguish of their fellow Jews 
and tried to alleviate it in any way possible.  Hashem was indicating that in the 

merit of each person hearing the cries of his friend, He too will listen to each one's 
tears for themselves and He will redeem them.  Notwithstanding your challenging 

predicament," said the Chasam Sofer, "you should go and help your brother 
straight away in any way you can, and in the merit of this action, Hashem will 

rescue you from your own troubles”. 
 
 
 Aharon's staff swallowed up their staffs 

At this first audience with Paroh, Aharon threw down his staff causing it to turn into a serpent.  This was one of the signs given 

to Moshe by Hashem, when He appeared at the sneh (the burning bush).  In response to this transformation, Paroh’s personal 

magicians replicated this ‘sign’ with their own staffs.  When all of the serpents had been returned to their original state as 

inanimate staffs, the Torah informs us that Aharon’s staff swallowed up all of the others.  On this, the Medrash comments that 

a great nes (miracle) happened as Aharon's staff did not become any thicker even after consuming those belonging to the 

magicians.  When Paroh observed this phenomenon, he became very scared, worrying that he will end up losing his throne.  

The Ksav Sofer wonders what it was about this particular scenario that gave rise to such concern on the part of Paroh. … page 2 
 

 ַוִּיְבַלע ַמֵּטה־ַאֲהֹרן ֶאת־ַמֹּטָתם     [7:12]
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That is Aharon and Moshe to whom Hashem said… 

The Medrash Rabbo comments that sometimes the Torah places 

the name of Moshe before that of his older brother Aharon, 

whilst at other times the reverse is true.  This, explains the 

Medrash, is to demonstrate their equal status.  The Chozeh 

MiLublin queries whether it is really possible that two different 

people can occupy precisely the same madreigo (level), when the 

reality is that a person’s level is constantly fluctuating, in both 

directions, and is not even consistent from one day to the next.  

To answer this, the Chozeh brings the Gemoro in Maseches 

Chullin [89b] which states that what is said about Moshe and 

Aharon is greater than that which is said about Avrohom.  For 

Avrohom said of himself, “And I am dust and ashes” [Bereishis 

18:27], whilst Moshe and Aharon said of themselves, “And of 

what significance are we?” [Shemos 16:7].  The explanation of the 

Gemoro is that Avrohom described himself as dust and ashes, 

which, whilst not of any major significance, still represent some 

level of purposeful existence.  By contrast, the words of Moshe 

and Aharon indicate a total absence of comparison between 

themselves and anything of consequence at all – a complete 

negation of self.  Thus, they had managed to achieve this status 

at an even greater level than Avrohom.  Only when two people 

can achieve a genuine and complete internalisation of the 

concept that they are utterly insignificant in the scheme of 

Hashem’s creation, can they truly be considered to be on an 

entirely equal madreigo. 

 

 

… He answers that Moshe and Aharon's first formal 

audience with Paroh marked the beginning of Am 

Yisroel’s ascendency to power.  A staff is more than a 

general sign of status.  It connotes the bearer’s ruling 

power.  In this context, Aharon’s staff, representing 

Bnei Yisroel, swallowed all the other staffs, 

representing the kingdom of Mitzrayim.  In Paroh’s 

mind, there were two possible outcomes to a scenario 

in which the power of Bnei Yisroel became supreme.  

Either, they would rule over all the other nations, 

allowing the latter to maintain their own, individual 

identity.  Or, alternatively, the other nations would 

cease to exist altogether, in time leaving little trace or 

commemoration.  Had Aharon's staff become thicker 

after swallowing the staffs of the chartumim 

(magicians), it would have signified that ultimately 

Mitzrayim would remain in existence, albeit 

subservient to Bnei Yisroel.  However, when Paroh 

saw that Aharon's staff did not increase in size at all, 

rather it remained exactly as it had done previously 

and there was no vestige at all of the other staffs, he 

became afraid that Mitzrayim would end up being 

wiped out altogether, and that his throne would be 

lost forever.  On this occasion, Paroh understood the 

message from Hashem. 
 

 הּוא ַאֲהֹרן ּוֹמֶׁשה ֲאֶׁשר ָאַמר ד' ָלֶהם   [6:26]
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

In response to makas dever (the plague of 
 pestilence) the chartumim (Egyptian sorcerers) did 

not respond by bringing a parallel plague on the 
animals of Bnei Yisrael.  The Chassam Sofer explains 
this departure from what had previously been done 
with a quote from the Gemoro, which says that Bnei 
Yisroel stopped work in Mitzrayim on Rosh Hashono.  
This is when the makos (plagues) began.  Each new 

plague began a month later (assuming a second Adar).  
This means that dever began on Rosh Chodesh Shevat.  

By calculating from the first day of Pesach/Yetzias 
Mitzrayim, which the Gemoro in Maseches Shabbos 

[87] states was a Thursday, the previous Rosh 
Chodesh Shevat fell on Shabbos.  The Chasam 
Sofer explains that this is why the chartumim 
could not replicate the plague of pestilence, 

 because the Gemoro in Maseches 
Sanhedrin [65b] tells us that 

Sorcery is ineffective on 
Shabbos Kodesh. 

Continued from page 1 

 

 


