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Bavel: A HOME AWAY FROM HOME 
 

יהי רצון מלפניך, ד' אלקי ואלקי “ - כשנכנס לסוכה 

אבותי, שתשרה שכינתך בינינו ותפרוש עלינו סכת 

שלומך בזכות מצות סכה שאנו מקימין...ובזכות צאתי 

 ”מביתי החוצה ודרך מצותיך ארוצה – יחשב לי בזאת כאלו הרחקתי נדוד

“May it be Your will, Hashem, my G-d and the G-d of my forefathers, 

that You cause Your Presence to reside among us; that You spread over 

us the Sukkah of Your peace – in the merit of the Mitzvah of Sukkah that 

we are fulfilling…And in the merit of my leaving my house to go out – 

and I will enthusiastically pursue the path of Your commandments – may 

this be reckoned for me as if I have wandered far.”  Upon entering the 

Sukkah, there is a יהי רצון said that discusses the Mitzvah of Sukkos, and 

what we want to accomplish.  “May this be reckoned for me as if I have 

wandered far” – what are we speaking about when we request of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu that our living in the Sukkah should be reckoned 

for us as if we have wandered far?    

 “Why do we make Sukkos after Yom Hakippurim?”  On Rosh 

Hashanah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu sits in judgment on everyone in the 

world, and on Yom Hakippurim, He seals the judgment.  Perhaps the 

judgment upon Klal Yisroel is that they must go to Golus.  Therefore, Klal 

Yisroel made Sukkos, and by our going out into our Sukkah – being exiled 

into our Sukkah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu considers it as if we were exiled to 

Bavel. (פסיקתא דרבי כהנה) 

 The Yad Yosef explains that this Medrash is not explaining the 

reason for the Mitzvah of Sukkah, for the Torah explicitly says in Vayikra 

23:43 that the reason to dwell in Sukkos is so that your generations shall 

know that I (Hakodosh Boruch Hu) sat B’nei Yisroel in Sukkos when I 

took them out of the land of Mitzrayim.  (There is a Machlokes between 

Rebbe Eliezer and Rebbe Akiva as to if the Posuk refers to the Ananei 

Hakovod or to actual huts – but they all agree that the Mitzvah of 

Sukkah commemorates that time when Klal Yisroel were protected by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu).  The Medrash is only coming to explain why the 

Mitzvah of Sukkah is in the month of Tishrei, and not the month of Nisan 

– when Klal Yisroel were taken out of Mitzrayim.  The Medrash explains 

that there is something else to be gained by having Sukkos after Yom 

Hakippurim, and that is that in addition to remembering what Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu did for us then, it also acts to serve as Golus so that we can 

attain atonement.   

 Rav Tzadok Hakohen says that when Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

sent Klal Yisroel to Golus Bavel, while it was exile, the purpose of the 

exile was to bestow much good upon them.  When Klal Yisroel 

descended to Bavel, Klal Yisroel were distraught, yet the Navi, Yechezkel 

was happy.  He foresaw how Torah would thrive in Bavel, and the entire 

Klal Yisroel would bathe in the light of its Torah.  The great light of the 

Talmud Bavli came from Golus Bavel.  The Holy Torah was lifted to great 

heights, even greater and brighter than it was in the Land of Eretz 

Yisroel.  The root of Torah Shebal Peh came from that Golus – Golus 

Bavel.  The Anshei Kneses Hagdolah in Bavel enacted many Takanos to 

enhance Klal Yisroel’s Kedusha and to help bring them closer to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu through careful fulfillment of the Mitzvos.  In the 

days of Achashveirosh, during Golus Bavel, Klal Yisroel did Teshuva for 

their sins, and re-accepted Torah Shebal Peh – this time out of love.  

The Golus was the cause of the flowering of Torah, and their 

love for the Torah – to want to be Mekabel it again.  Sukkah 20a – When 

the Torah was forgotten in the Land of Eretz Yisroel, Ezra came up from 

Bavel and re-established it.  When it was forgotten again, Hillel the Bavli 

arose and re-established it.  When it was forgotten again, Rebbe Chiya 

and his sons, from Bavel, came and re-established it.  The Torah was so 

great in Bavel, to the point that Rebbe Yehudah made a Takanah and 

prohibited leaving the land of Bavel – even to go to Eretz Yisroel.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the Yetzer Hara, and the antidote to it is 

the Torah.  Sukkah 52a – In Bavel, because the Torah became so strong, 

we were redeemed from the Yetzer Hara, the greatest enemy of all.  Klal 

Yisroel received priceless benefits from Bavel – due to the great Torah 

that came from there.   

This is the meaning of the Posuk in Michah – through Bavel – 

through the Torah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu shall redeem Klal Yisroel from 

all of their enemies. Through the Torah of Bavel, Klal Yisroel can unite 

itself under Hakodosh Boruch Hu, with a single heart and lofty purpose.   

Just as Golus Bavel magnified the Torah and Kedusha in Klal Yisroel and 

brought them closer to our Father in Shomayim, the Mitzvah of Sukkah 

can cause similar results.  After doing Teshuva during Aseres Yemei 

Teshuva, and through the holy day of Yom Hakippurim, we are cleansed 

of our sins – to the point that we are as innocent as a newborn child.  

We leave our homes and enter the Sukkah, to absorb even more 

Kedusha and purity, and to be surrounded.  Hashem’s protection 

envelopes us in the Sukkah, and affords us the opportunity to come 

close to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  In turn, He sends His loving Hand down to 

caress us, and brings us even closer under His care, so that no evil can 

ever reach us.   

 “A Sukkah atones just as Golus atones.”  Why is the Mitzvah of 

dwelling in a Sukkah right after Yom Hakippurim?  On Yom Hakippurim, 

all do Teshuva from Yirah – fear.  When one does Teshuva from fear, it 

turns all of his intentional sins into non-intentional sins.  Golus atones 

for unintentional sins.  We therefore are exiled from our homes into the 

Sukkah to atone for the unintentional sins we still have with us.  ( מראה

 (יחזקאל

 The Guf of the Sukkah, with its walls and covering, are the Guf 

of the Mitzvah.  However, that is not the Ikar of the Mitzvah, rather the 

Ikar of the Mitzvah is the Neshama of the Mitzvah – that is that when 

the person enters the Sukkah with his entire body – enters into the 

shade of the Sukkah, which is the Shem of Havayah and Adnus of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The person does not want to be under any other 

shade, only under the shade of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, where he accepts 

the Oneness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, with complete Emunah.  In truth, 

all Mitzvos of the Torah are supposed to bring one to recognize the 

Oneness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  When one enters the Sukkah, he 

should have in mind that he is entering into the Reshus Hayachid, the 

private domain, of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  One should seek to think 

about matters of Ruchniyos in the Sukkah, and how he can further his 

Avodas Hashem, and be completely connected to Him.  (באר מים חיים) 

 We must see the Sukkah as a remembrance of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu taking us out of Mitzrayim – the Sukkos, the Ananei Hakovod, 

as well as Golus.  We are already in Golus, and are not Zoche to have a 

Bais Hamikdash, a place where we can come close to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu. We must remember the Sukkos when we left Mitzrayim, and that 

will help us understand Golus.  While Golus seems to be a harsh and 

great punishment, in fact, it is what we need to come closer to Hashem. 

The Medrash specifically says, “a Golus like Bavel.”  It was in Golus Bavel 

that it was clear to all, that it was very beneficial to Klal Yisroel and their 

relationship with Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It was through Golus Bavel that 

the primacy of Torah was brought back to Klal Yisroel – not as an 

academic study, but as a way of life – a way of coming closer to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  May we be Zoche to utilize the Sukkah, as a tool, 

through the Torah Hakdosha, to come closer to Hakodosh Boruch Hu – 

and when we do it properly, be Zoche to see the rebuilding of the Bais 

Hamikdash, במהרה בימינו אמן! 


