
 
צו פרשת  

Week #45 

Cleaning 
 

1) May one saturate a towel when cleaning up a spill of water? 

Yes.1    
 

2) If a colored liquid spilled (e.g. orange juice, grape juice or colored ices), 
is it permissible to wipe the spill? 

It is best to wipe up such spills with rags or paper towels, rather than fabric towels.2  
If these items are not available, a towel may be used. It is preferable to use a white or 
light colored towel that will become stained in the process, rather than a colored one 
whose color will get deepened.3      - צובע -   
 

3) May one use a towel to wipe mud off the floor or to serve as a mat to 
wipe muddy shoes? 

Yes.4 
 

4) Is it permissible to clean a sticky counter with a wet towel? What if the 
towel is only mildly damp? 

It is permissible to wipe a counter with a mildly damp towel, but forbidden with a wet 
one.  - מלבן \ סחיטה -  
 

5) Is it permissible to rub water on plastic such as a table cloth on Shabbos? 

Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l suggests that one should not rub water vigorously 
onto plastic.  Therefore, one may not rub water vigorously on a plastic tablecloth to 
clean it.        -מלבן  -  

                                                           
1 A towel used for wiping spills does not bother enough to the point that we are concerned he will 

wring out the towel immediately. Also, any squeezing during handling is neither intentional nor 
inevitable - דבר שאינו מתכוון. As far as the prohibition of wetting cloth being a part of the laundering 
process, since it is done derech lichluch (one is dirtying the towel), it is not considered laundering. 

2 Since color has no significance in these materials, there is no prohibition of coloring (צובע .)צובע 
applies only to materials that are ordinarily colored for a purpose. The effect of coloring on 
something disposable is of minimal benefit because it is discarded after its use. 

3 The staining spoils the white towel and is not considered tzoveya, whereas the colored towel’s color 
would be deepened. 

4 In general, one must refrain from getting clothing dirty on Shabbos since one may come to clean it. 
One must be careful to avoid situations that may cause clothing to become dirty, such as holding a 
baby who is not diapered, or leaving clothing in a place where they can fall into dust. However, in 
the case of a towel one is not concerned enough to clean it immediately. 
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