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Pesach 5777 

Lessons from our Sages through the Ages from the Pages 

R’ Avigdor Miller z”l, known for his unique perspective on the world, once posed the well-known 

query: “Is the glass half-full or half-empty?” The standard answer is that the optimist says it’s half-full 

while the pessimist, focusing on the negative, says it’s half empty. 

“It’s neither!” retorted the gadol.  “It’s completely full – half with water, half with air.  Air is a 

wonderful thing!  It is to be appreciated, not ignored.” 

Using this logic, we can understand an interesting phrase in the Pesach Story. 

In Shemos 12:21, read on the first day of Pesach, we find Moshe directing the Jewish People on how to 

bring the Korban Pesach that first time in Egypt. He said, “Draw forth and take for yourselves one of 

the flock for your families and slaughter the Pesach offering.”  

Draw forth and take seem to be redundant, so Rashi differentiates between people who have sheep and 

those who must buy them.  ‘Draw forth’ would be someone who had sheep of his own, and ‘take’ 

would be someone who didn’t. 

However, the word ‘mishchu,’ meaning draw, can also refer to pulling back or drawing away from 

something.  In this case, the Jews were drawing away from idol worship, yet at the same time, taking 

the very same lamb as a sacrifice for G-d. 

One of the miracles of Pesach was the ability for the Jews who had sunk so low to suddenly slingshot 

to great heights and use the same medium to do it.  What had been a stumbling block yesterday was a 

ladder today.  As the Aruch HaShulchan says at the beginning of the laws of Nissan, the Zodiacal sign 

of the ram which had portended good for the Egyptians, was now changed to bode well for the Jews. 

The lesson is that things are not necessarily inherently evil.  We can put anything to use for evil, and 

we can put the same thing to use for good.  The difference is in our intent and desire. 
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The Passover Seder begins by describing four kinds of children: 

The insightful child, the cynical child, the simple child and the 

child not yet ready to ask questions on his own. These 

distinctions are important and remind those leading the Seder 

to craft appropriate responses to each child. 

The Haggadah then describes the question of each child and 

provides general instruction on how to approach answering 

them. Ultimately, the goal of the evening is not to simply 

regurgitate these questions and proceed. It is really a way of 

getting the ball rolling by showing that the Seder can't really 

get off the ground without questions.  

Unless there are questions, there is no real education. The 

entire evening should really be a discussion with lots of 

questions, exploring critical issues of faith and our people's 

history and destiny. The text of the Haggadah is a map, but 

borrowing from Alfred Korzybski - it is not the territory. 

At 10PM the night of Bedikas 
Chametz, a woman called her rabbi. 

“My husband can’t find the tenth 
piece of chametz,” she explained. 
What should we do?” “Keep 
searching,” replied the rabbi. 

At midnight, she rang him again. 
“He still can’t find it.” “Oy,” sighed 
the rabbi. “He simply must find it!” 

Finally, at 2AM she called him 
again. “My husband STILL can’t find 
the last piece of chametz. What do 
we do now?” “I’m sorry,” replied the 
rabbi, “but he will have to keep 
looking for it.” 

“But rabbi,” she pleaded. “It’s 
already 2AM and tomorrow night is 
Yom Tov. Can’t I at least give him a 
hint?” ☺ 

 



We actually find four places in scripture where parents provide answers to the questions asked (and 

not asked) by their children. These passages (Deuteronomy 6:20, Exodus 12:26, Exodus 13:14 and 13:8) 

are the source for the Haggadah directing the evening's discussion toward four children. 

The questions of the insightful and simple children are introduced by the phrase: When your child asks 

you. There is no question, of course, from the child not yet ready to ask, so all the Torah does is 

prompt parents to tell these children about the Exodus. 

The "question" of the cynical child is introduced by the phrase, "When your child will tell you..." The 

questions of the other children are introduced with: When your child will ASK you. But here, it says: 

When your child will TELL you; What is this service to you? This is clearly not a real question. It is a 

snide rhetorical non-question. The questioner is not interested in what you have to say - they already 

"know" the answer. Here, much ingenuity and sensitivity is necessary to engage these children in order 

to arouse their curiosity and encourage them to, perhaps courageously, ask real questions. 

In days gone by, kids were not taught the Mah Nishtana in school. 
Rather it was up to the child to notice strange things going on at the 
Seder and start asking on his own. 

One Seder night when the Imrei Emes was a little boy, his father, the 
Sfas Emes of Gur, started his Seder and waited expectantly for his young 
son to start inquiring about odd happenings. However, the boy sat 
quietly without the slightest hint of a puzzled look on his face. The Sfas 
Emes did all sorts of strange things in order to get the boy to ask, but to 
no avail. He began to move things on and off the table and perform other 
wild antics to break the boy's calm demeanor, but nothing made the 
young Avraham Mordechai flinch. 

Finally the Sfas Emes asked his son if he noticed anything different about that night's meal. Avraham 
Mordechai said that of course he did. “Then why,” asked the concerned Sfas Emes, “did you not seem 
alarmed and ask any questions?” 

The little boy answered with pure innocence, “Because I know my father is a smart man and whatever he 
does he has a very good reason for doing. Why should I be the slightest bit disturbed?” 

The message here is one that was very near and dear to the heart of R’ Dovid Winiarz z”l. 
When things happen that we don’t understand, we don’t have to be able to make sense of 
them. We just have to remind ourselves that HaShem is in control and He loves me. 

 

FACEBUKER SEDER TABLE TALKING POINTS 
The Four Sons are representative of the different types of Jews. Some have a natural desire to know about 
HaShem, while others wait and see. Some have already made up their minds and some aren’t sure what 
they’re deciding about. 

It’s also possible that these four sons represent each of us at different times in our lives. Sometimes we 
feel closer to G-d, and sometimes we feel more distant. Sometimes we feel apathetic and sometimes we 
don’t feel much of anything at all. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Does the Haggada seem to imply that one type of person is “better” than the other, 
or merely that there is a different approach to speaking with each one in a way that he will understand? 

When we have an “off” day, or week, or month, or year, does HaShem write us off? What should we infer from the fact 
that the opportunity for Pesach Sheini, a “makeup” offering, is available even for one who was just outside the door of the 
Bais HaMikdash but couldn’t bring himself to go in and offer the korban? Are we behaving as HaShem does to people like 
this who may be struggling with something to the point that they get abrasive and offensive? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


