
Dancing on Yom Kippur 
 

Ma’amar by the Tolna Rebbe שליט"א* 
 
For years we have followed the custom to conclude this special sacred day with dancing, which is based 
on guidance I received from the Beis Yisrael 1.זיע"א   
 
This happened when a group of Sochatchov chasidim decided to establish a yeshiva in the Sochatchov 
beis midrash in the Bayit Vegan neighborhood of Yerushalayim, in memory of the Avnei Neizer 2.זיע"א  
They asked the Beis Yisrael to send a number of young men to help strengthen the yeshiva in its early 
stages, and the Rebbe asked me to lead a group of students from the Tchebin Yeshiva to help the new 
institution.  He stipulated, however, that the group of his chassidim would spend the Yamim Tovim and 
vacation periods with Ger, and so the yeshiva rented for us the building of the Karlin-Stolin yeshiva on 
Agrippas St. where we would stay during those periods. 
 
One year, on the night of Yom Kippur, we returned to the yeshiva building to sleep, and we were met 
there by a group of young Sephardic men, who asked us several questions about the way we observed 
Yom Kippur.  We answered briefly, and they then asked us why we didn’t dance at all in honor of the 
sacred day.  I vehemently dismissed the idea, noting that it is inappropriate to dance on Yom Kippur, as I 
assumed that this would constitute a desecration of the sanctity of the day.   
 
After Yom Kippur, one of the members of our group went to bid farewell to the Rebbe and receive his 
beracha, as he was traveling to visit his parents in Antwerp for Sukkos.  The Rebbe, as he always did, 
asked the boy about all that was happening, and about our group.  Over the course of the conversation, 
the student told the Rebbe about the exchange that took place the night before, and about how some 
boys wanted to dance in honor of Yom Kippur, and I adamantly dismissed the idea.  The Rebbe appeared 
not to have been pleased with my response to those boys. 
 
Several days later, I was called into the Rebbe, and he reprimanded me, asking, “How do you know that 
we do not follow the custom to dance on Yom Kippur?”   
 
I explained that I had never seen this done.  The Rebbe replied that this did not prove anything, and that 
all that is needed is the “Nachshon” who jumps forward and begins dancing, so that the others will 
follow.  In fact, he added, it is very worthwhile to dance on Yom Kippur to celebrate the great privilege 
we have to earn forgiveness, and I was wrong to summarily dismiss the suggestion made by those boys 
on Yom Kippur night. 
 
We learn three things from the Rebbe’s words.  First, a person should never follow his heart’s instincts 
on any subject.  Even when a person feels something is inappropriate, he should consult with somebody 
greater than him to receive guidance.  Secondly, whenever there is any question regarding the propriety 
of rejoicing and dancing, we should be stringent and dance.  Thirdly, of course, we learn that dancing on 
Yom Kippur is a precious and lofty practice that can accomplish great things.  Let us, then, dance with joy 
in honor of the sacred day in accordance with the Rebbe’s instruction, and through our joy we will, אי"ה, 
bring the final redemption, and all Am Yisrael will be sealed for long life and peace, amen. 
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