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     HALACHOS OF WOMEN     

…Continued from before Yom Tov 

 

1) It is prohibited to daven in a Shul that does not have a [Kosher] Mechitza 

(separation) between the men and the women. 

 

Even if the women are dressed modestly, it is still prohibited to daven in such a 

shul. 

 

2) Rav Moshe Feinstein Zatzal (Igros Moshe Orach Chaim Vol. 1 Siman 39)and 

others (including the Seridei Aish Vol. 2 Siman14)maintain that a Mechitza in a Shul 

is a biblical obligation as not having the separation may lead to Kalus Rosh 

(levity) between the sexes, and may lead to touching and/or excessive 

interacting and communicating. 

 

3) The Mechitza in a Shul must be a minimum of 3 Amos high(between 60 and 72 

inches, depending on how you determine the size of a Tefach) 

 

4) Anything lower than that is ineffective and unacceptable. Rav Moshe 

Feinstein adds that those who make it higher, to the point that no part of the 

women's heads can be seen, will receive additional heavenly blessings, 

especially in Shuls where there are women who do not have their heads 

covered according to Halacha. (See Igros Moshe Orach Chaim Vol. 1 Siman 39, Vol. 

3 Siman 23 and 24 and Vol. 4 Siman 30 and 31 for more about this. See also Seridei 

Aish Vol. 2 Siman14) 

 

Rav Moshe Zatzal adds that the aforementioned Halachos are not only pertinent 

during davening, but also at any gathering in the Shul. (funeral, Simchas Torah, 
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Simchas Bais HaShoeva, Sheva Brachos etc.) where men and women are present, a 

Mechitza must separate them.) 

 

5) The separation between the genders is not only for adults; even very young 

children should be taught separately in different classrooms and not be 

schooled together. (See Igros Moshe Yoreh Deah Vol. 1 Siman 137 where he explains 

that although very young children don't yet have a Yetzer Hara and don't usually have 

improper thoughts, still from a Chinuch standpoint this is the proper way to act) 

 

6) Once the children reach age 9, it is even more important to ensure that they 

are schooled separately, as from that age onward they already are developed 

enough to have improper thoughts and thus schooling them together presents 

a real halachic issue.(See Igros Moshe Yoreh Deah Vol. 1 Siman 104and Shu"t Yabia 

Omer Even HaEzer Vol. 4 Siman 4) 

 

 
…To Be Continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You don’t drown by falling in the water; you drown by staying there. 

 
 

Halacha For Today sends a FREE daily email received by thousands of Jews across the world, which contains practical Halacha and Chizuk for 

everyday life. To subscribe, send a request to Ben@HalachaForToday..com  or sign up via the website www.HalachaForToday.com. To sponsor the 

daily email or this Weekly Shul sheet please email Ben@HalachaForToday.com  

The Halachos are based on my personal understanding of the Halachic texts quoted, and are for learning purposes only, NOT for Psak Halacha. 
If you have questions or require further source information, please email Ben@HalachaForToday.com  and I will try to respond as soon as I can. For 

a Halacha L’Ma’aseh Psak, please contact your local Orthodox Rabbi. 

CHIZUK CORNER 

http://www.halachafortoday.com/
mailto:Ben@HalachaForToday.com
mailto:Ben@HalachaForToday.com

