
K I N D L Y  S P O N S O R E D  לעילוי נשמת הש"ץ שלמה בן אברהם משה ז"ל לעילוי נשמת חנה בת אלעזר ע"ה

Yerushalayim, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Baltimore, Beit- Shemesh, Borehamwood, Budapest, Cancun, Edgware, Elstree, Gateshead, Gibraltar, Glasgow, 
Hale, Hong Kong, Ilford, Johannesburg, Lakewood, Larnaca, Las Vegas, Leeds, London, Los Angeles, Manchester, Melbourne, Miami, Milan, New 
York, Oslo, Paris, Petach Tikva, Philadelphia, Radlett, Ruislip, Santiago, Sao Paulo, Southend, Tallinn, Tarzana, Toronto, Uman, Vienna, Zurich

Shabbos Times LONDON MANCHESTER GATESHEAD

הדלקת נרות 3:39 PM 3:37 PM 3:26 PM

מוצש’’ק 4:54 PM 4:56 PM 4:48 PM

There is  
always a plan!

Rabbi Yossi Goldberg | Speeches by design

To receive this weekly by email please subscribe 
to speechesbydesign@gmail.com

SEDRA        
SUMMARY
 Â Yaakov gives the Kesones Pasim 

(special cloak) to Yosef

 Â Yosef's Dreams

 Â The Sale of Yosef

 Â Wife of Potifar

 Â The Story of the Baker and Butler

For questions on Divrei Torah 
please contact the Editor in 
Chief, Rabbi Yonasan Roodyn
rabbiroodyn@
jewishfuturestrust.com

North West London’s Weekly 
Torah and Opinion Sheets
A Torah publication that enables local Rabbonim and 
Avreichim to share their insights and Divrei Torah on a 
variety of different levels, to provide something for everyone

NOW IN THE 
FOLLOWING PLACES

OnegShabbos

To Sponsor a Week 
please email mc@markittech.com

(Cost per week £500 
which covers production costs)

בס"ד

 24TH DECEMBER 2016 | כ"ד כסלו תשע”ז | פרשת וישב

לעילוי נשמת

 ר' יצחק 
ליב בן 

אליהו הלוי 
ז"ל

Reb Yitzchak Leib 
ben Eliyahu HaLevi 

Swabel

This weeks 
Oneg Shabbos 

Publication 
is sponsored 

Turn to the back page to see 
our Country in Focus

To receive this via email 
please email 
mc@markittech.com

 וימצאהו איש והנה תעה בשדה )לז' טו'(
He found a man wandering in the field

Yosef was looking for his brothers to deliver greetings 
from his father, Yaakov. He found this ‘man’ in a field 
who helped him. Rashi tells us that this man was really 
a malach.

The Ramban learns an important lesson from this 
pasuk. Yosef was clearly lost and could not find his 
brothers. He “happened” to find a stranger in a field who 
“happened” to know where his brothers were and so 
Yosef was able to be led to them. One can see so clearly 
how Hashem was directing the show.

Obviously, Hashem was putting everything in place 
so that Yosef would eventually go down to Mitzrayim 
which would cause his family to follow and thus begin 
the years of galus. The Ramban makes it clear that this 
whole story of Yosef and his brothers, was written in the 
Torah to teach us this lesson- "עצת ה' היא תקום" – It is the 
plan of Hashem that stands.

Rav Mattisyohu Salomon shlit’a takes this even 
further. Earlier in the parsha, the Torah writes how 
much Yaakov loved Yosef more than the other brothers 
and they hated Yosef for it. Many ask how it was even 
possible that the great tzaddik Yaakov could be guilty of 
favouritism and be the cause of such hatred.

“This was all part of the plan decreed by Hashem,” 
explains Rav Salomon, “just as the Ramban explained.” 
It just doesn’t have to make sense to us. Hashem 
orchestrated Yaakov’s special love for Yosef so that it 
should cause the hatred, in order to set the scene for the 
eventual galus Mitzrayim. 

At the end of the Parsha, when Yosef is put in jail 
in Mitzrayim, we see again this lesson portrayed. After 
helping his fellow inmates understand their dreams, 

Yosef asks the “Sar Hamashkim” that when he leaves 
jail he should remember Yosef for the kindness that he 
had shown him. 

This was considered wrong of Yosef because he 
did not rely enough on Hashem’s plan and so he was 
punished with another two years in jail, and the Sar 
Hamishkim promptly forgot what Yosef had asked him 
to do because after all, only what Hashem plans is 
what stands.

As the terrible terrorist attack on the World Trade 
Centre on September 11th 2001 unfolded, everyone 
began to flee from the scene, desperately running for 
their lives. One particular man ran out of the towers (just 
before it collapsed) and tripped and fell flat onto his face. 

“Oh no!” he thought to himself, “I’ll never get out of 
here alive.” Then something even worse happened; a 
big, hulking guy fell smack on top of him, pinning him 
to the ground. The man underneath almost couldn’t 
breathe! As he lay trapped there, the Tower started to 
collapse and big stones and metal came crashing down. 
Something landed on top of them, but it only hit the man 
on top of him and killed him. For the person underneath, 
being trapped under this big fellow was indeed his 
protection and thus allowed him to survive!

After all, only what Hashem plans is what stands.

As the Yom Tov of Chanukah is about to begin, let’s 
remember the story of the Nissim of ‘the few against the 
many’ and ‘the weak against the strong.’ Let’s try to see 
everything in our lives and our (crazy!) world as part of 
the plan of Hashem. 'בימים ההם בזמן הזה', in this zechus 
may we too see nissim and yeshuos speedily in our days.

  לר''ש
יעל פאסל בת דבורה פראדל



??
livingwithmitzvos.comQ

U
IZ

TI
M

E 1.  The only incriminating evidence against Yosef was the garment he left behind. 
Why did he not simply wait a little longer and grab away his garment leaving 
behind no evidence?

Please join us in learning Chelek 1 of Mishnah Berura 
as zechus refuah shelima for Ariel Yehuda Ben Yehudis

Just follow the link below where you can choose one siman of your choice (with or without a chavrusa), input your name, 
email address and you are ready to go.  https://www.slotted.co/ariel-yehuda-ben-yehudis

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Unsdorfer HY"D
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Rashi’s opening statement on the parsha is: 

"ביקש יעקב לישב בשלוה, קפץ עליו רוגזו של יוסף.."

Literally: Yaakov wanted to dwell in peace, 
but the rage of Yosef jumped on him.

Why the strange term ‘jump’ – why did Rashi 
not just say the anger of Yosef came over him.

The Midrash says of Vayeshev - ולא שלותי   לא 
 ,Yaakov is saying: I had no peace from Esav – שקטתי
no quiet from Lavan and no rest from Dinah. And 
then came the rage of Yosef.

Perhaps the events we are now going through 
here in Pressburg will explain Rashi’s strange 
wording. 

In ordinary times the only thing that changes in 
our daily lives is the parsha we read on Shabbos. But 
these days we are truly living our very lives with a 
different sedra every week. We went through Lech 
Lecha, having to leave our homes, Sarah being taken 
to the house of Pharaoh as with our young daughters, 
Akeidas Yitzchak - so very real for us now, the fire 
and brimstone of Sedom being rained down in air 
wars, Esav’s hatred of Yaakov being played out in our 
streets, and then Lavan and the lies and scheming 
which seeks to undermine us in every way.

So we arrive this week at Vayeshev – the Jew 
looks for a little peace and quiet and then rage 
literally jumps on his head.

We all take precautions in our daily lives to keep 
us and our families safe. But sometimes something 
happens which we never anticipated. Yaakov 
always knew Esav was trouble – all the way back 
to his mother’s womb. So he always gave him a 
wide berth and avoided confrontations, and when 
Esav threatened to kill him, it came as no surprise. 
Similarly with Lavan – Yaakov knew he was not 
to be trusted and made sure he would not swindle 
him a second time with Rachel. So, again, it came 
as no surprise when he pursued Yaakov even after 
leaving. And so with Dinah – every parent knows the 
importance of guarding a young daughter from bad 

company and influence. But 
bad things do happen and 
even the violation of Dinah 
became a sad fact of life 
for Yaakov.

And so, as the Midrash 
tells it: Yaakov knew no 
peace from Esav, no quiet 
from Lavan and no rest 
from Dinah.

But, when it came to 
Yosef, who could possibly 
have imagined that hatred 
among brothers – Shivtei Kah 

– could bring them to gang up 
on their own flesh and blood, 
to kill him, to throw him into 
a pit of scorpions or to sell 
him into slavery? There was 
nothing that could prepare 
a father for such a thing, no 
precaution that Yaakov could 
possibly have anticipated – it simply jumped upon 
him out of a clear blue sky.

And so it is in these terrible times with the 
Nazis. We know to stay out of their way, we try not 
to provoke them, and we wear our badges and live 
within their curfews – always trying to anticipate 
their next move against us. And yet, despite all of 
these precautions who could have dreamt that an 
attack that takes place on the other side of the globe 
between two far-off nations, America and Japan, 
could possibly affect us here? Moreover that we 
would be blamed for it and lose the relative quietude 
we’ve experienced in recent weeks.  לישב יעקב   ביקש 
.בשלוה, קפץ עליו רוגזו של יוסף

The Tanchuma on Vayigash says: שאירה מה   כל 
 that our destiny will follow the story of   ליוסף אירה לציון
Yosef. The goyim mock us saying: “Look who comes 
here – it’s the dreamer! You claim to be the chosen 
people? We will see what becomes of your dreams.”  

And, just as Yosef was thrown into a pit, they shut 
us into ghettos. And if that’s not enough, let’s sell 
him – they send us to labour camps. They try to 
break us and our spirit. And all because they know 
that G-d has chosen us from among all nations and 
lifted us above all languages. And in the end, like the 
dreams of Yosef Hatzaddik, a Bas Kol will proclaim 
from Shamayim: ונראה מה יהיו חלומותיו …we shall see 
what becomes of those dreams. That the Nazis will 
be utterly destroyed and Am Yisrael will survive and 
thrive for eternity. And we shall also realise that the 
pain and suffering we are now enduring will all end 
up for the betterment of our people.

Our parsha begins and ends with dreams. 
Whatever laws may have been passed against us, 
they have not yet ruled that we cannot dream. 

And in our dreams we see the future …. נצבה וגם 
  .אלומתי והנה קמה

That we will ultimately prevail, and this should be 
our true consolation in these terrible times.

In Our Dreams  
We See the Future
This month marked the 75th anniversary of Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl Harbour 

which brought America into the Second World War. Germany was quick to blame 
American Jews and used it to heap ever more cruelty on their brothers and sisters 

in Nazi-occupied Europe. One such place was the Chasam Sofer’s hometown 
of Pressburg where Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Unsdorfer zt’l would prepare his Shabbos 

droshos in longhand, often with a diary note of current events. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman was 
murdered in Auschwitz but some of his manuscripts were salvaged by his son Simcha 

after liberation from the camps. Here is the extract for 1942 וישב …

 "תש"ב, פה פרעסבורג,  אור ליום עש"ק לפ' וישב, בעת צרה ר"ל
 נתהוו מלחמה במדינת הים  בין יאפן לאמריקה"
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2. Whose is the only birthday mentioned in the Torah and what happened then?

 ANSWERS
1. R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l explains that Yosef recognised the power of his 

yetzer hora. Had he delayed a moment longer he might have succumbed and 
therefore did not risk staying any longer despite the dangers of leaving behind 
incriminating evidence.

2. It was Pharaoh at the end of the parsha (40:20). It is perceived as a special day 
and was celebrated by a feast where prisoners were reviewed and some were 
granted pardons. In this case it was the butler who was freed from prison. 
(We find this idea of birthdays being a time for celebration in the Mishna and 
Gemora Avoda Zora 8a.)

3. Rashi says Yosef spoke badly about the sons of Leah. The Ibn Ezra says he 
spoke badly about the sons of the maidservants while the Radak says he 
spoke about all the other brothers.

4. This has to do with levels of bitachon expected from a person on a high 
spiritual level. 

5. The Gemora (Sota 36b) brings that the letter Hei was added to his name – 
YeHosef (Tehilim 81:6 that we say as the Shir Shel Yom for Thursday). This 
Hei comes from Hashem’s Name. 

07860 017 641SHAILATEXT
DO YOU HAVE A SHAILA?  ASK THE federation
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Now that many people have recently finished learning איזהו נשך in Daf 
Hayomi, there should be more of an awareness regarding the ribbis 
issues and scenarios which need looking out for on a regular basis. I 
would like to discuss a scenario which is extremely common. I have 
personally given shiurim about this particular shaila in many, many 
different places, and I have never finished the shiur without at least 
one person from the audience telling me they are currently in this 
situation - and often a number of people come forward. Having said 
that, often people say “We had no idea that this was a problem! Why 
don’t Rabbonim and Dayonim publicise it more?” 

With that in mind, I have decided to write 
about it this week. I am sure that there are many 
readers who are aware of the shaila however, if 
just one person is prevented from the issur as a 
result of this article, then it is worth writing.

There are situations when a young couple 
buy their first home, and for a number of different 
reasons buy it in their father’s or father-in-law’s 
name. From both a Halachic and legal perspective 
if the person who purchases the property in his 
name agrees that he purchased it for someone 
else, then it belongs to the person it was bought 
for. (This is especially true if the down payment 
was the young couple’s or had been gifted to 
them). In such a situation, often the parent will 
take out a mortgage (in the parent’s name) in 
order to complete on the property, and the child 
will make the mortgage payments. This results in 
a very serious ribbis concern.

The גמרא in ע''א דף  מציעא   explains :בבא 
that if a Jew borrows money from a non-
Jew with interest, and then lends on that 
money to a second Jew, then the second Jew 
cannot pay the first Jew’s interest charge to 
the non-Jew. This is paskened lehalocho in  

א' סאיף  קס''ח  סימן  יו''ד   A practical application .שו''ע 

of this halocho would be in a scenario in which 
Reuven needs funds, and his friend Shimon 
has an overdraft facility which would charge 
2% interest. If Shimon borrows the money ‘for 
Reuven’, Reuven is not allowed to pay the 2% 
interest (either to Shimon or directly to the bank), 
and Shimon will have to pay it at his own cost. The 
reason for this is because Reuven is not allowed 
to pay back Shimon, or anyone else on Shimon’s 
behalf, any amount more than the original capital 
which was borrowed. Just as Reuven would 
not be able to pay Shimon’s gas bill directly, in 
addition to repaying the loan; so too he can’t pay 
his interest payments (even though Shimon only 
borrowed the money for Reuven’s benefit). The 
same would apply if Reuven bought something 
using Shimon’s credit card and there was an 
interest charge.

There are ways in which one can structure 
this initially, which would result in there being 
no ribbis concern; however, if this wasn’t 
implemented from the outset then it is more 
complicated to try and rectify it down the line.

If one analyses what is going on in our 
mortgage situation, it transpires that there are 
two separate loans occurring simultaneously. 

The first is the mortgage funds which the bank/
building society lends to the father. The bank 
is not lending to the child, and the child is not 
personally liable to them. The second loan is 
for the same funds, from the father to his child 
to buy the property. These two loans take place 
simultaneously, however, they are two separate 
loans. The property now belongs 100% to the 
child/children, but if they were to sell it, the parent 
would still expect the child/children to pay the 
capital amount owed to the bank for the loan! 

If the father purchased the property via a 
stand-alone company which has no other assets, 
and the father did not accept personal liability, 
then there wouldn’t be a problem. This is because 
in such a scenario, the bank is only lending to the 
company, not the father, and since the company 
is in reality owned by the son, it is viewed as a 
loan from the bank, directly to the son. However, 
in most cases the father will buy it in his own 
personal name and be personally liable for the 
loan, and in such a scenario the Poskim pasken 
that the son is not allowed to make the monthly 
interest payments. See Bris Yehuda, Ikrei Dinnim 
21 n.10, Igros Moshe Y”D 2:62, Shevet HaLevi 
7:141.

If someone finds themselves in a position 
like this, there are ways to rectify the situation. 
However, one can’t simply write a Heter Iska 
on an existing loan. A Rov familiar with these 
matters should be consulted. If a shaila had been 
asked initially, there would have been a number 
of options available, depending on various factors, 
but instead both parties have entered into an 
arrangement where according to most opinions, 
every month when the payment is made, both 
the father and son transgress numerous Torah 
prohibitions!
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3. Yosef speaks badly to his father about someone. Who?
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There is an insertion in the narrative of this week’s parsha that seems wildly out of place. It is the story of Yehuda and Tamar (chapter 38) 
that breaks up the otherwise continuous account of the Yoseph saga (chapter 37 and chapter 39 onwards). How are we to make sense of this?

I would like to suggest that the story of Yehuda and Tamar is not only essential to understanding the story of Yosef but serves as the tipping 
point for the entire episode.

There are dramatic parallels between the Yehuda and Tamar story and the Yosef and Yaakov story. Let us explore them:

Yosef and Yaakov Track Yehuda and Tamar Track
Once upon a time, in a story involving coats…

Yaakov gave Yosef the now-famous coat. When Yosef’s brothers 
sold him, they took the coat, dipped it in blood and gave it to 
Yaakov to identify (Hebrew: Haker na)

Yehuda gave his coat as collateral payment to Tamar for her 
services rendered. This coat was later given to Yehuda to identify 
(Hebrew: Haker na)

…and goats…

The brothers killed a goat to dip the coat in its blood A goat was Tamar’s fee for which Yehuda offered his coat as 
collateral

…there lived people who were enduring an unending mourning for a person who was not quite dead…

Yaakov mourned for Yosef for whom there was no body or burial; 
leaving a crippling suspicion always lurking in his heart.

Tamar mourned for a husband, Er, not fully dead as his legacy had 
the potential to live on through yibum (by Tamar having a child 
with a surviving family member)

…and a man who lost two children…

Yaakov lost Yosef when he was sold and then lost Shimon when he 
was imprisoned in Egypt

Yehuda lost Er and Onan when they died following their 
relationship with Tamar

(...owing to a failure in loyalty of one son to another…)

Shimon, as the second oldest brother, should have supported the 
oldest brother, Reuven, who tried to protect Yosef from the anger 
of the other brothers

Onan should have completed yibum to continue his brother’s 
name – something he was unwilling to do

…who was desperately trying to hold on to his third son…

Yaakov would not let Binyamin go down to Egypt, lest he lose 
another son

Yehuda would not let Shelah marry Tamar, lest he lose another son

…even though this would end the cycle…

If Binyamin were to go to Egypt, Yosef would reveal himself and 
Shimon would be released

If Shelah would marry Tamar, Er’s legacy would live on

…and in the ‘Yosef and Yaakov track’ this is where the story gets stuck; Yaakov will not let go of Binyamin to the mysterious Egyptian on 
account of his earlier losses.

Who caused this deadlock? It was Yehuda who masterminded the sale of Yosef. So Hashem says to Yehuda; you caused this, now let’s see 
how you deal with the same situation. 

Yehuda also gets stuck, desperately trying to hold on to his third son. It is only once Tamar (another mysterious stranger) takes action and 
forces yibum that Yehuda finally realises that there is a way to break the deadlock.

What tool was used to unstick the situation? The tool of collateral payment that allowed the yibum relationship to occur (i.e. Yehuda’s staff 
and signet ring given in lieu of the goat fee).

And so here is the tipping point where our tracks converge. Yehuda, a man who has lost two sons and would not let go of a third, speaks to 
Yaakov, a man who has lost two sons and will not let go of a third. Yehuda says, I recognise that you are stuck - so was I. It was a collateral that 
ended my deadlock – I will now serve as a collateral for Binyamin, go to Egypt in his place, and break your deadlock.

With thanks to Rabbi David Fohrman for the ideas in this article.
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was wrong with trying to seek help through natural means?
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Living in an age of brutal terror attacks and messy Middle Eastern wars, we 
are getting used to seeing disturbing images and clips on our screens. The 
preponderance of video capabilities everywhere allows audiences around 
the world to experience devastating natural disasters minutes after they 
happen. All this has made us somewhat desensitised to all the suffering 
and acts of violence going on in the world. Yet, when in the summer of 
2014 videos of ISIS beheadings flashed across screens everywhere, there 
was widespread disbelief and disgust. That such inhumane acts could still 
be happening shocked the civilised world to its core and garnered a fresh 
sense of abhorrence towards these killing cults. There was something 
about these isolated beheading incidents that tipped the scale of our 
indifference.

The haftorah for Veyeishev opens with Amos’ 
prophecy, “So said Hashem, ‘for the three sins of 
Yisrael [I can forgive], but for the fourth I cannot forgive 

– for their having sold a righteous man for silver, and 
a destitute one for the sake of a pair of shoes’” (Amos 
2:6). Yalkut Shimoni (Vayeishev 142) explains that this 
sin of selling a righteous man for a pair of shoes is a 
reference to the brothers’ sale of Yosef. The ten brothers 
split the twenty silver pieces they received between them 
and each bought a pair of shoes with their two silver 
pieces. This connection is the reason we read this piece 
of Amos for the haftorah.

To truly understand, we need to examine the entire 
prophecy of Amos, which we only read the end of in the 
haftorah. The prophecy is structured as a pattern where 
Hashem addresses nation by nation with the infamous 
rebuke of, “For the three sins of [name of nation] I can 
forgive, but the fourth sin I cannot forgo.” In all, eight 
nations are rebuked in this way, including the final two 
of Yehuda and Yisrael. The meforshim offer different 
interpretations to why it is that Hashem is willing to 
overlook the first three sins but not the fourth. Rashi and 
Radak write that in His compassion Hashem is willing 
to let a nation off for its first three sins, whatever they 
may be, but the fourth sin is one step too far. Metzudos 
Dovid claims that the first three sins of these nations are 
in fact the three sins of sins – murder, immorality and 
idolatry. Even though these warrant severe punishment 
in themselves, it is the fourth sin which breaks Hashem’s 
tolerance. 

So what is it about the fourth sin that is just too 
bad to go unpunished? As the Malbim points out, the 
answer is one word – achzarius. Not an easy word to 
translate, in essence achzarius is unreserved cruelty, 
where man displays his wicked capability to depravedly 
destroy in the most gruesome ways. In a world full of 
diversity, where groups often struggle to overcome those 
unlike them who they see as competitors, or even as a 
threat; conflict, war and even cruelty is understandable. 
achzarius is when man goes beyond this and brutally 
inflicts horrors to rob others of their basic human 
dignity.  This Hashem cannot allow to go unpunished as 
it directly threats the very existence of His world.  

If we take a look at the fourth sin of each nation, it 
is blatantly obvious how it oversteps the label of cruelty 
and enters into the far more sinister realm of achzarius.  
To ‘plough’ fellow men like one ploughs a field using 
heavy and sharp metal instruments is not cruelty, it’s 
achzarius.  To hunt down and capture the few remaining 
escapees of a terrible exile is not cruelty, it’s achzarius.  
To split open the wombs of pregnant women just to gain 
a meagre bit of land is not cruelty, it’s achzarius.  To 
burn to dust the bones of a royal family is not cruelty, it’s 
achzarius.  In all these cases it’s the supposed elevation 
of man which has been utterly debased and replaced by 
the lowliest of animalistic behaviour.  Therefore, even 
though Hashem is willing to forgive time after time, even 
the worst of sins, when it comes to achzarius, in any 
form it may be, Hashem has no choice but to blot it out 
and hence, “but the fourth, I cannot forgive.”          

Returning to our haftorah and the fourth sin of 
Yehuda, in what way is selling Yosef for the sake of a 
pair of shoes considered to be achzarius? How does is 
equate to the other abominable acts that it is placed 
in their league? This question becomes all the more 
poignant when we consider the severe repercussions of 
this sin. The devastating deaths of the עשרה הרוגי מלכות 
were as retribution for the ten brothers who sold Yosef. 
Similarly, Haman was able to threaten the Jewish People 
because this sin still hung over them. All this because of 
a pair of shoes?

R. Yehuda HaLevi in the Kuzari divides the natural 
world into a four level hierarchy. At the bottom are the 
inanimate objects such as minerals, sand, earth and 
stone. Above this is the plant world, which have basic life 
form. The next tier up is the animal kingdom who enjoy 
a more complex life form. Finally, at the apex is man, a 
thinking, speaking, moral being. Each level is built upon 
the one below. Plants grow out of the earth and rocks. 
Animals in large part are sustained by consuming plants, 
from which they derive their vital nutrients. And man 
shows his exaltedness above the animals by taking the 
lowest part of his body, his foot, and placing it in a shoe 
made from the hide of an animal.

Shoes are therefore much more than a practical way 
of keeping our feet warm and protected. They represent 
the exalted status of man over the rest of creation. Shoes 

separate us on a spiritual level above the earthliness of 
everything else. When we wear shoes we show that we 
are the pinnacle of creation, endowed with a unique life-
force. Our footwear is our badge of pride of being free, 
moral and creative human beings.

That is why when man is confronted with a situation 
that undermines his exaltedness, his shoes must come 
off. When Moshe discovers the Shechina at the burning 
bush he is immediately told, “remove your shoes from 
your feet” (Shemos 3:5). Standing before Hashem, who 
created all and is truly exalted, there was no place for 
man’s shoes. Man may indeed be above the animals, but 
in contrast to Hashem pales into insignificance. That is 
why in the Beis HaMikdash the kohanim went around 
barefoot. In Hashem’s palace it is ridiculous for man to 
be boasting his greatness. 

So too we remove our shoes in situations when 
man’s frailties come to the fore and his prominence 
comes smashing down. Man, like the animals, is a mortal 
being who returns to the dust of the earth. Recognising 
this, those mourning a close one remove their shoes in 
deference to their human fragility. Similarly, in times 
of collective mourning, such as Tisha B’Av, we don’t 
wear leather shoes. And perhaps most poignantly of 
all, on Yom Kippur when we beg Hashem for our very 
right to continued existence, we remove our shoes in 
appreciation of our unworthiness. On the day we beat 
our chests admitting our fallibility, we don’t dare to wear 
the crowns on our feat. 

Now we can understand why the fourth sin of 
Yehuda is deemed as an unforgivable achzarius. The 
buying and selling of slaves was common place in the 
ancient (and not so ancient) world. Selling a brother 
may have been less acceptable, arguably even an act of 
treachery, but far from abhorrent. What catapulted the 
sale of Yosef into being one of the darkest moments 
of Jewish history is that which the brothers sold Yosef 
for ‘the sake of a pair of shoes.’ By doing this they were 
stripping Yosef of his human dignity. They demeaned 
and robbed him of his exalted status. In a way, they 
were demonstrating that he is no better than an animal 
which is sold at market without second thought. Such 
unreserved cruelty is indeed an achzarius which cannot 
go unpunished as it thwarts the very bedrock of human 
existence and purpose.

A number of years ago I went on a trip to Poland 
during which we went to see the extermination camps. 
One of the most jarring sights you see when you visit 
Auschwitz are the plies of suitcases, personal artefacts 
and shorn hair. Thousands of items each telling a story 
about a person whose life was cruelly cut short. Staring 
through the glass I could feel the shivers down my back. 
However, even this didn’t prepare me for the barrack full 
of 80,000 shoes I saw at Majdanek. Looking at all those 
shoes, I couldn’t help but break down in tears. These not 
only represented someone’s property and unimaginable 
suffering. These shoes screamed of the unreserved 
cruelty inflicted on all those who had their human 
dignity wrenched from them. They tell the story of the 
terrors man is capable of doing and more importantly 
what there is to lose when man loses his humanity.
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When Yosef is sold to the Yishmaelim, the pasuk says that they were 
carrying pleasant smelling spices, “ּוְגַמֵּליֶהם נְֹֽׂשִאים ְנֹכאת ּוְצִרי ָוֹלט”.  Rashi 
explains that usually they would carry pungent odours, such as petrol 
and tar. However, for the sake of the Tzadik, Yosef, Hashem arranged 
matters so that he would have the pleasure of being surrounded by 
pleasant fragrances.

This is most perplexing!  Yosef Hatzadik is 
being torn from the holiness of his father Yaakov, 
he is being betrayed by his brothers and sold into 
the depths of depravity, immorality and slavery.  
Yet, in the midst of his suffering, angst and 
disbelief, he is surrounded by pleasant smelling 
spices.   Would this really make a difference to 
Yosef at the time of his despair? 

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz zt’’l explains that this 
subtle message was orchestrated by Hashem to 
demonstrate to Yosef, that at the outset of his 
suffering, Hashem was with him.  This was a 
very minor, almost insignificant neis, to show the 
special, love, care, concern and providence that 
Hashem had for Yosef.  From Yosef’s perspective 
it was not necessary but from the perspective 
of Hashem it was vital.   Rav Shmuelevitz cites 
other examples from Tanach to express the 
concept that Hashem performs so-called minor or 
seemingly insignificant miracles for the sake of 
those He treasures and loves.

The main miracle of Chanukah as articulated 
in Al Hanissim is the physical battles and 
victories that occurred.  In the days of primitive 
warfare, brute force and strength in numbers was 

a sure recipe for success.  To be outnumbered so 
overwhelmingly would mean certain destruction.  
Yet, during the time of Chanukah, the weak 
overcame the strong and the few overcame the 
many.  A massive miracle took place, a physical 
victory to astound even the most astute military 
tacticians, a miracle without which, the Jewish 
people would not have survived.   

Why then does the Gemara in Shabbos (21b) 
state that the miracle of Chanukah was instituted 
because of the miracle of the oil, the pach shemen 
that was found and stayed alight for eight days?  
It appears to be a seemingly insignificant miracle.  
The Jewish people could have still purified 
the Beis Hamikdash and lit the Menorah to 
rededicate the Beis Hamikdash without such a 
miracle occurring.

The answer can be traced back to the story 
of Yosef mentioned by Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz.  
Yosef, was downtrodden, humiliated and despised 
by his brothers and was entering a foreign land 
with all the dangers inherent within it.  But in 
this very darkness, Hashem showed Yosef a 
small sign that He was accompanying him on 
his journey.  So too, during the time of the Greek 

oppression, for the sake of the Jewish people, 
the physical victory was necessary and indeed, 
critical.  On the other hand, though, the miracle of 
the oil in no way helped shape the salvation of the 
Jewish people and it appears to be insignificant 
in the grand scheme of Chanukah.  It is precisely 
for this reason that the Gemara says that the 
main miracle was that of the oil.  It is true, the 
miracle was not necessary from the perspective 
of the Jewish people.  But from the perspective 
of Hashem it was critical.  He was showering 
them with a unique Divine kiss, a unique ha’aros 
panim that showed the special love, care, concern 
and providence for the Jewish people.   

When a parent makes sandwiches for a child, 
the bread, butter and filling is critical, without 
it the child will be hungry and will not have the 
energy to face the challenges of the day.  But, as 
Rabbi Ezriel Tauber says, when the parent puts 
a note of love with the sandwich, then the child 
knows that the parent really cares.  It is the note 
which provides the inspiration and comfort for 
the child to endure any hardships – the child 
knows that no matter what happens, the parent 
is there.

The miracle of the oil is to teach us that 
Hashem cares and pays attention to the tiniest of 
details.  A small light amidst the darkness, shows 
us that Hashem is constantly with us.  When 
we look at the flickering candles on Chanukah 
we should remember that Hashem is giving us 
a Divine kiss that lights up the darkness and 
carries us through the gloomy exile until we 
welcome the everlasting light of the Moshiach.
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Keep Dreaming

The brothers nickname Yosef, the dreamer.1 They are sure he is a real 
danger, perhaps similar to Esav and by doing away with him they were 
doing the world a great favour.

1  ַוֹּיאְמרּו ִאיׁש ֶאל ָאִחיו ִהֵּנה ַּבַעל ַהֲחֹלמֹות ַהָּלֶזה ָּבא:

He never gives up on his dreams, quite the 
contrary he uses this gift of being a dreamer to rise 
to greatness.

We know in the end Yosef reunites with his family, 
but try to imagine Yosef living this story. He is living 
in the most depraved place, in Egypt the capital of 
immorality, the antithesis to the way he had been 
raised. He had not seen his family in years. Worse 
still, he had been rejected by them. If anybody 
wouldn’t be blamed for walking away from his past it 
would be Yosef. Why should he remain steadfast to a 
family that treated him that way? Yet Yosef perceived 
himself as a son of Yakov, he knew the truth of 
Hashem and his world. He understood the outlook 
that his father, grandfather and great grandfather 
had revealed to the world and he cleaved to it. 

In fact it is this power of imagination that saves 
him from sin and propels him to greatness. I believe 
this is alluded to in the verse itself. Yosef rejects the 
wife of Potiphar by saying:

 איננו גדול בבית הזה ממני ולא חשך ממני מאומה כי
 אם אותך באשר את אשתו ואיך אעשה הרעה הגדלה הזאת

וחטאתי לאלהים

“There is no one greater in the house than I and he 
has held nothing back from me except for you who 
are his wife and how could I do this terrible evil and I 
would have sinned to Hashem”

On the surface he is telling her of the betrayal of 
trust such a sin would be against his master who 
has entrusted him with everything. But the Torah is 
telling us the depth of Yosef’s argument: 

"ֵאיֶנּנּו ָגדֹול ַּבַּבִית ַהֶּזה ִמֶּמִּני"

"There is no one greater in the house than I"

Yosef retained this outlook even in the depths 
of the immorality of Egypt, there is no one greater 
than I. He knew who he was, he was a son of Yakov, 
a grandson of Yitzchak and a great grandson of 
Avraham. He retained his sense of royalty even at that 
dark time. This is the positive power of imagination. 
To retain that sense of glory and greatness, to still 
envision such heights when you are in a place so 
far from all those standards is remarkable and only 
possible because he was a dreamer. This is the 
power of imagination.  

The wife of Potiphar makes one advance after the 
other and each time Yosef refuses. Then that fateful 

day came when no one else was in the house. The 
Gemorah (Sotah 36b) tells us Yosef himself had 
decided to succumb. But at that last moment he 
saw the image of his father in the window. At that 
moment Yosef gathers his strength and runs outside 
leaving his coat in her hands.

 There is a major question we have to deal with 
in this Gemarah. Yosef is attributed with the ultimate 
praise for withstanding this test but it seems to be 
the test had an unfair helping hand. Just before he is 
about to succumb Yosef sees the image of his father 
Yakov in the window. This seems to down play the 
entire test, after all he is saved at the last minute 
by his father! Anyone under a severe challenge like 
that would appreciate such a gift, a bolt from above 
to bring him back to his senses. So why is Yosef 
given all the credit if it seems he was rescued from 
imminent failure at the last moment by Hashem?

 The answer is that Yosef created that image. 
He constantly deflected the approach of the wife 
of Potiphar because he knew he was the son of 
Yaakov and he knew he was royalty. At that most 
difficult moment once again Yosef was able to think 
to himself how could I do such an act what would 
my father say? This thought was so real to him 
that he was able to see the image of his father. He 
was so desperate to extricate himself from sin that 
he conjured up the image of his father. What would 
my father say was such a reality that he was then 
given this image with that clear message that if he 
falls now he will be gone forever. The image came to 
him not as a gift but as a result of his own work. He 
called upon all his strength, his power of imagination 
to extricate himself from sin – that was greatness!

Yosef never suppressed his imagination, rather 
he channelled it. It was due to his dreams that he 
had almost been killed and had ended up in Egypt. 
He could have decided that he should ignore these 
dreams and cut off all ties with this wild imagination 
that he had. But he realized that these dreams were 
real and his imagination was a power and he learnt 
to use these gifts not leave them behind. He uses 
that power to overcome the challenge with the wife 
of Potiphar and he retains those dreams for his entire 
22 years away from his family in Egypt. It was these 
dreams that kept him going. He continued to act in 
accordance with those dreams. He never suppressed 

his talents, he channelled them in the right direction 
and refined them using them when appropriate.

Yosef teaches us to hold on to those dreams and 
be spurred on to greatness whatever challenges 
life throws your way. Yosef teaches us to use our 
strengths and be a dreamer. If you think big you 
can achieve.

The Ponovezher Rov was a visionary. He came 
to Bnei Berak in 1940 and saw a barren hill top. 
He immediately envisioned a yeshiva. He declared 
his dream to build a yeshiva for 500 boys. This 
suggestion bordered on the ridiculous. This was 
1940 and European Jewry was being destroyed and 
the land of Israel was a waste land. Yet this did not 
faze the Ponovezher Rov. He had seen the glory of 
Ponovezh and witnessed its destruction and he 
was determined to fight back and bring back that 
glory. He took his plans to the Chief Rabbi of Israel, 
Rabbi Herzog, who listened as he told him his grand 
plan of a large Yeshiva complete with dormitories 
for 500 boys. “You are dreaming” he was told. The 
Ponovezher Rov responded “yes I am dreaming but 
at least I am awake and I won’t sleep until I have 
actualised this dream.”

When the building work was to begin they had 
a modest ceremony with a select few attendees 
including the Chazon Ish. The Ponovezher Rov 
picked up some earth and with tears rolling 
down his cheek he threw it into the construction 
area, this was the laying of the foundations of the 
Yeshiva building. After the ceremony the Chazon 
Ish commented when such a ceremony takes place 
with a lechaim and cake I don’t know if the project 
will actually succeed and reach its end, but when 
the foundations are laid with tears I am certain of its 
completion. As the pasuk says “those that sew with 
tears will reap with joy.” 

 With superhuman determination he managed to 
raise the money and eventually that dream became 
a reality and the Ponovezh Yeshiva was born in Bnei 
Berak. That Yeshiva changed the demographics 
in Bnei Berak and it replanted Torah learning in 
the land of Israel. This was all due to one man’s 
dream and determination. He was a dreamer and no 
surprise that his name was also Yosef. Anyone there 
at the time would have also thought he was living in 
dream world. Yet he showed the world that having 
dreams can become a reality. Thinking big is the 
hallmark of a Jew. Don’t settle for mediocrity. Use 
the power of imagination to dream and pursue those 
dreams until they become a reality. 
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Parashas Vayeshev is about how the brothers sell 
Yosef into slavery and the start of the galus. Yet, in the 
middle of the sedra, in the fourth aliyah, we read the 
story of Yehuda and Tamar. The mefarshim ask why 
this story interrupts the flow of how Yosef ended up in 
Mitzrayim. Rashi, following in the footsteps of Chazal, 
explains that this was retribution for Yehuda’s advice 
that they sell Yosef.  After agreeing to Yehuda’s 
advice and selling Yosef, the brothers saw how much 
suffering they caused their father and so Yehuda’s 

stature went down in their eyes. The Sforno has a different 
idea, Yehuda caused his father to feel like he’d lost a son and 
as a consequence, he would now experience the same thing 
with the loss of his two sons, Er and Onan. Both Rashi and 
Sforno are working on the assumption that the story about 
Yehuda and Tamar happened after Yosef was sold into slavery.

One of the challenges of understanding this sort of pshat 
is that much had to happen in a relatively short amount of 
time. After being sold into slavery and before his family joined 
him, Yosef lived in Mitzrayim for a total of twenty-two years. If 
the story with Yehuda and Tamar happened after Yosef was 
sold into slavery, then in a space of twenty-two years Yehuda 
would have to: give birth to Er and Onan; watch them marry 
and die; marry Tamar and have Peretz and Zarach with her; 
and see Chetzron and Chamul born to Peretz (and journey with 
them to Mitzrayim, see Bereishis 46:12) - all this in a space of 
twenty-two years! (Ibn Ezra 38:1) Thus to understand how the 
Yehuda and Tamar episode took place after the sale of Yosef 
is not straightforward.

Another way of understanding smichas parshios, why one 
story follows the other, is to find a common theme between 
them, and not necessarily rely on the chronological order.  
Malbim explains beautifully that right before we read about 
the galus, Hashem wants us to know that He has a plan, we 
are not going into Golus without Moshiach. Dovid HaMelech 
is the descendant of Peretz, the son of Yehuda and Tamar. We 
interrupt the story of how Yosef gets to Mitzrayim because we 
need to know that there just as there is a way into Golus, there 
is always a way out and we will not stay in Golus forever. For 

this reason we 

interrupt the story 

of how Yosef ends 

up in Mitzrayim 

with the story of 

how Moshiach’s 

ancestor is born. 

We can 

suggest another 

possible reason 

why the story of Yehuda and Tamar is so crucial to understanding 

this sedra. The brothers were trying to make Yosef disappear, 

they wanted to make him anonymous. They hatched a plan 

where nothing was going to be left of Yosef. They came and 

told their father, haker na, see if you can recognize your son’s 

clothing. This is all that’s left because chaya ra’ah achalas’hu - 

a wild animal has consumed him - there is nothing left of him. 

We are left wondering whether their father will ever learn the 

truth of what really happened.

 Of course, the end of the story is that Yosef becomes the 

very opposite of anonymous. When he reveals himself to 

the brothers, everyone in Egypt hears his cry: vayishm’eu 

mitzrayim vayishma beis paroh. Yosef, who they wanted to 

quietly get rid of until nothing would be left of him, has become 

a positive celebrity, a famous person. The story of Yehuda and 

Tamar is a similar story. A private action, done in private, ends 

up becoming public through Tamar’s undeniable pregnancy. 

The story of Yehuda and Tamar reassures - and teaches us 

- that ultimately there is no such thing as anonymity. Right 

after we read about how the brothers tried to do something 

not right in private, we read about another such story. Just 

like the story of Yehuda and Tamar came out, ultimately the 

truth about what really happened to Yosef will also come out, 

we may need to wait, but ultimately it will all come out. This is 

a reminder that the Ribbono shel Olam has His own cheshbon 

and way of working things out, and even if we think we can 

remain anonymous, He has his way of making truth come out. 
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