
Finding Our Life’s Mission 
Based on Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

Last week we discussed putting “passion”, “feeling” and “enthusiasm” into our Judaism. 

This week we will be talking about finding our purpose, meaning and mission in life. 

Shlomo HaMelech1 says, “A generation goes and a generation comes.” The Ramban2 

asks, “The posuk should have said, ‘A generation comes and a generation goes?’” Too which 

the Medrash3 answers, “The last generation that came here (i.e. this world) was reincarnated 

because they corrupted their actions and therefore they came back to this world to rectify its 

sin.4 

What this Medrash is telling us is that most of us, if not all of us dwelling in this world, 

were here before; perhaps once, twice or several times. That’s the dor holeich, the generation that 

already came and the generation had to come in their stead because they did not complete their 

mission on this world. All of us have a mission, which is why we are here. If we don’t complete 

our mission the first time, we will have to come back to this world again and again.5 

The Alshich HaKodosh6 articulates this posuk even more sharply, “How great is the error 

of those who delve into worldly matters that exhaust those who delve and toil in them. For we 

have seen with our own eyes one generation comes and another go and the land, which was the 

focus of the people of those generations, endures, while it exhausts and consumes them. Yet, the 

land itself will eventually wear away. This is stupidity and foolishness. This would not be so had 

they delved into the work of Hashem and His Torah, for they would have remained and endured 

eternally because they would have cleaved to their Maker. ‘Even while the land shall wear out 

like a garment, and the heavens shall evaporate as smoke,’7 the souls of the righteous are 

eternal, with no end, as is known.” 

We are here for a mission. In the end, we are going to be accountable for it and no 

excuses will help. Many of us are familiar with the famous story of Elazar ben durdayah, who 

lived a life of decadence and promiscuity:8 

“When Elazar ben durdayah was at the moment of the onset of cohabitation, [the harlot] 

blew with her mouth and said to Elazar, ‘Just as this current of air cannot return to its place of 

origin, so to, they will not receive Elazar ben durdayah in repentance… 

All of a sudden he had an epiphany and decided that he must try to save his soul, by 

appealing for mercy: 

…He went and sat between two ranges of mountains and foothills and he said to them, 

Mountains and foothills, beseech mercy for me from Above!’9 They said to him, ‘Before we 

                                                           
1  Koheles 1:4. 
2  D’rushos HaRamban Al Divrei Koheles. 

3  Shel Rebbe Nechunyah Yichunyah ben Hakuneh. 

4  Sefer HaBahir #121. 
5  As W. C. Fields said, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” 

6  Al Koheles 1:4. 

7  Yeshayah 51:6. 
8  See Avodah Zarah 17a. 

9  I.e. please help me! Save my soul! 
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https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_HaBahir.121?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.51.6?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en


beseech mercy for you, we shall beseech it for ourselves, for it is stated, ‘For the mountains shall 

depart and the hills falter.’10 

Elazar ben durdayah then proceeded to ask the heavens and earth, sun and the moon, 

stars and constellations, but they all gave him the same response in return, ‘Before we beseech 

mercy for you, we shall beseech it for ourselves.” Having failed to find anyone to assist him, 

Elazar ben durdayah came to the inescapable conclusion, “The matter depends solely on me!” 

(I.e. it’s up to me and nobody else!) 

Rabbi Moshe Bogomilksy11 explains, “Each of those objects that the Gemara mentions 

are the excuses we come up with in life. The mountains and hills symbolize his parents,12 

‘Declare it was not my fault. I was not disciplined; I was spoiled. You were too busy to take care 

of me and did not have the time or patience to supervise me properly.’ However, his plea was 

rejected. Heaven and earth are symbolic of the society in which he lived and the people with 

which he associated, ‘I could not have been anything else; my environment molded my total 

identity. Had I lived in another society and been exposed to a ‘purer air’ I would have been 

different. Why am I to blame?’ The sun and the moon are the symbols of affluence, as the Torah 

says, ‘With the bounty of the sun’s crops, and with the bounty of the moon’s yield.’13 

He cited the affluence of the society in which he had lived: ‘All I knew was material 

things; I was brought up in the ‘good life.’ I wanted pleasure; I was taught no other values. Was 

I to blame?’ The stars and planets are symbolic of a predestined fate of evil within him.14 He 

also blamed his problems on ‘the good luck excuse - I did not have mazal.’ You tell them… I 

could not help living the way I did… tell them it was not my fault.’ Little did he realize that our 

Sages have said, ‘The celestial signs hold no sway over Israel’ - through prayer and merit one 

can prevail over the fate they foretell.15 Do not blame it on mazal - blame it on yourself!” 

When his final plea was rejected, Elazar ben Durdaya probed deeply into his heart and 

soul and found the truth, ‘There is no one external factor to which I can shift responsibility.’ 

This echoes the mishnah,16 “If I am not for myself who [will be] for me?” At the end of 

the game, it’s all about me. No one to turn to or blame - no excuses. As Rabbeinu Yonah writes, 

“If I don’t reprove myself and push myself to do mitzvos, who will do it for me? Who will 

admonish me and encourage me to do what is right?17 

Rav Chaim Friedlander zt”l writes, “A person’s nature, when he is not satisfied with his 

spiritual condition, drives him to quell his conscience and to attribute the matter to various 

circumstances: ‘If only I had the right - parents, rebbe, friend, chavrusa, neighbor or wife etc.18 - 

I would study better.’ In reality, these are only rationalizations… 

                                                           
10  Yeshayah 54:10. 

11  Vedibarta Bam Tishrei by Menachem Mendel Schneersohn, pages 173-176. See also, Hadrash V’Ha’iyun, volume 1 

(Bereishis, ma’amer 95) by Rabbi Aharon Lewin zt”l. 

12  See Rashi to Bamidbar 23:9 “...כי מראש” and Rosh Hashanah 11a. 

13  Devarim 33:14. 
14  See Shabbos 156a concerning the effect celestial signs etc. may have on a person. 

15  Ibid., Tosfos “אין מזל לישראל”. 

16  Avos 1:14. 
17  See Rabbeinu Yonah on Pirkei Avos by Rabbi David Sedley, page 59. 

18  It was always somebody else’s fault, which takes the pressure off me. 
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At the end of the day, it’s always about the person and his responsibility to himself. That 

is what we all must realize. We will be held accountable for that mission that Hashem put us on 

the face of this earth to accomplish. 

…Indeed, the true salvation of a person is when he arrives at the realization ‘that the 

matter depends only on me.’19 Then, it will be clear that all of the rationalizations were false, 

and that he will not be able to claim all this before the Holy One Blessed be He.” 

How do you know what your mission is? What does G-d want from me? Rabbeinu 

Bachayei says that the affinity one has towards a particular talent is a Divine signal pointing him 

in that direction. Each person has a natural inclination toward a specific area of work more than 

another; for G-d has imprinted this affinity into each person’s nature.20 Meaning, everyone has a 

specific mitzvah that their passionate about doing and that’s why they were put into this world. 

However, if they don’t accomplish it the first time, they will have to be reincarnated repeatedly 

until they accomplish that specific mitzvah.21 

Now the question is, “What do I get my enjoyment out of? What am I drawn to? What do 

I have a talent for? Is it learning, saying a shiur, doing chesed, bringing up my children or a 

specific mitzvah?” IT DOESN’T HAVE TO CHANGE THE WORLD. It only has to change 

YOU. 

The same thing applies to learning. Both the Gemara22 and Rabbi Eliyahu HaKohein 

HaItamri23 have the same thought in mind, “The main learning of a person is what his heart 

desires. If it’s Gemara, derush, remez or kabbalah etc. then that’s what he should learn.” That’s 

YOUR CALLING, that’s YOUR MISSION. 

The Chofeitz Chayim24 recommends the following: “It’s imperative to adopt a mitzvah 

that society generally ignores. Even though man is obliged to observe all of the mitzvos, still, he 

should embrace one specific mitzvah and be especially zealous in its performance and 

throughout his entire life never once violate it…” Nevertheless, Rav Chaim of Volozhin25 

advises us, “It is better for a person to have expertise in a particular area of Torah rather than 

to know a lot but not as well.” 

 

Dedicated as a merit for a complete recovery of Chayah Malka bas Bas-Sheva, Shmuel ben Channah Menuchah, 

Shlomo Avraham Moshe ben Rivkah Shaindel, Beilah Chayah Rechamah bas Eidel, Miriam Liba bas Devorah and 

Shulamis bas Etta. 

 

To view this article online, go to https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/47863. For comments or feedback, please email 

sreviewch@gmail.com. 

                                                           
19  I.e. it’s my responsibility. 

20  Chovos HaLevavos 4:3 “ולכל אדם יש חפץ במלאכה או סחורה מבלתי זולתה”. 
21  Sheivet Mussar by Rav Eliyahu HaKohein HaItamri, chapter 1 “ואם אמור יאמר האדם... ובפרט מצוה שנפשו מתאוה יותר בה”. 
22  see Avodah Zarah 19a. 
23  Sheivet Mussar by Rav Eliyahu HaKohein HaItamri, chapter 1 “ואם אמור יאמר האדם... לעולם יהיה עיקר לימודך בדבר של” 

24  Sefer Shemiras HaLashon volume 1, Epilogue, chapter 3 “ָוה ִמצְּ יָֻחד בְּ ל ִבמְּ דֵּ תַּ ִהשְּ ָצִריְך לְּ  and volume 2, chapter ”בֹו יְּבַֹאר, שֶׁ

3 citing Seifer Chareidim (sections 105 and 261) “ב ָכתַּ ה שֶׁ  See also Chayei Adam by Rabbi Avraham ”.וְִּהנֵּה יָדּועַּ  מַּ

Danzig, Hilchos Zehiros BaMitzvos (68:20) “ דורש לה שאין מצוה כל מי ואין  אותה שיבקש  ”, who also quotes Seifer 

Chareidim. 

25  Eitz Chayim #45. 
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