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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA

Dvar Torah 

As the Jewish people were preparing to leave Egypt, Moshe pointed out to them, “This 
day you are leaving in the month of springtime (
kindness of Hashem in that He chose for them a time of temperate weather to set out on their 
journey. 

These words, Rav Levi Yitzchok comments, also have a deeper meaning. The 
explains that the different ways words are arranged according to the 
different aspects of divine providence. A series of words sometimes appears in alphabetical 
order, the first starting with an 
symbolizes divine mercy. Sometimes, a series will appear in reverse
tashrak, the first starting with a tav
justice. 

There is a dispute in the 
Redemption will take place. One opinion 
will take place in Tishrei. According to the 
Jewish people will be redeemed because they will have earned it or whether the Redemption 
will be unearned, an act of divine mercy. If the Redemption takes place in 
to be earned, because Tishrei is a time of judgment, as indicated by the arrangement of the 
letters in the name Tishrei, tav, 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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As the Jewish people were preparing to leave Egypt, Moshe pointed out to them, “This 
day you are leaving in the month of springtime (aviv).” His intention was to show them the 

in that He chose for them a time of temperate weather to set out on their 

These words, Rav Levi Yitzchok comments, also have a deeper meaning. The 
explains that the different ways words are arranged according to the aleph-
different aspects of divine providence. A series of words sometimes appears in alphabetical 
order, the first starting with an aleph, the second with a bais, and so forth. This arrangement 
symbolizes divine mercy. Sometimes, a series will appear in reverse alphabetical order, called 

tav, the second with a shin, and so forth. This symbolizes strict 

There is a dispute in the Gemora (Rosh HaShana 10b) regarding when the future 
Redemption will take place. One opinion is that it will take place in Nissan. The other is that it 

. According to the Zohar, we can say that the question is whether the 
Jewish people will be redeemed because they will have earned it or whether the Redemption 

arned, an act of divine mercy. If the Redemption takes place in Tishrei
is a time of judgment, as indicated by the arrangement of the 
, shin, reish, the pattern of tashrak. If it takes place in 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 
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10b) regarding when the future 
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Jewish people will be redeemed because they will have earned it or whether the Redemption 
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however, it will be an act of divine mercy. 

This is what Moshe was saying to the Jewish people. You are leaving in the month of aviv. 
The first two letters of aviv are in standard alphabetical order, the symbol of divine mercy. 
You are being redeemed – even though you have not earned it. 

It is our obligation to reciprocate the kindness of Hashem with complete loyalty to Him. 
A person is formed of three components, the head and its organs; the torso and the arms; and 
the legs. The organs of the head, specifically the eyes and the ears, are designed to gaze upon 
Hashem, so to speak, and to hear the holy words of the Torah. The hands express love when 
they are lifted up toward Heaven. The two feet represent stability and faithful following. In 
this sense, our Sages have told us that sheker ein lo raglayim, falsehood has no legs; the bases of 
the three letters that form the word sheker – shin, kuf, reish − all come to a single point, and 
thus, the letters are, in effect, standing on only one leg. When these components are all 
directed toward Hashem, we are most likely to be recipients of His divine mercy. 

n 

Looking Upward 

One time, Rav Levi Yitzchok succumbed to a long illness that sapped him of his strength. 
When he eventually recovered, he felt he had fallen from his spiritual level. And indeed he 
had, because illness can be very debilitating, not only physically but also spiritually. After a 
long period of struggle and devotion, he finally felt that he had recaptured his full spiritual 
strength. 

Soon afterward, he spent a Shabbos with the Maggid of Kozhnitz. After Shabbos, he took his 
leave of the Maggid, who sensed that Rav Levi Yitzchok had travel plans percolating in his 
head. 

“Where is the Rebbe going from here?” asked the Maggid. 

“I have been challenged,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, “to debate with the Misnagdim about 
the practices of the Chassidim. I was considering taking up the challenge, but then I became ill. 
Now, however, I feel that I am fully recovered and capable of defending our movement. So 
that is what I am planning to do.” 

“I think there may be a problem. The Rebbe himself has many practices that the Misnagdim 
might attack.” 

“Do you think I cannot defend myself against the Misnagdim? None of them has more 
knowledge than I do.” 

“Let me give one example,” said the Maggid. “The Rebbe says the Shemoneh Esrei with his 
eyes open when to do so is clearly forbidden unless looking into a siddur. How will the Rebbe 
explain that?” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok smiled. “Do you think for a moment that I see anything while I am 
praying?” 

“Not for a moment,” said the Maggid. “I know that when the Rebbe prays his thoughts are 
entirely in the upper worlds, that he divests himself of his physical presence to the extent that 
his sense of sight is no longer functioning, that regardless of whether his eyes are open or 
closed his mind is entirely with Hashem. I know this, but do the Misnagdim know this? They 



3 � Bo / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

think that the Rebbe is simply observing his surroundings in the middle of the Shemoneh Esrei. 
How will the Rebbe convince them otherwise?” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok nodded gravely for a few long moments. “You are right,” he said at 
last. “It is best that I do not go.” 

There were some Chassidim who also looked askance at Rav Levi Yitzchok’s practices. 
Among these was Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh, the grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov. Rav 
Yitzchok of Nezhchiz, who married Rav Levi Yitzchok’s granddaughter, once paid a visit to 
Rav Boruch in Mezhibuzh. Rav Boruch greeted him warmly and invited him to eat together 
with him from the same plate, a token of great esteem. 

“I am honored,” said Rav Yitzchok, “but I must first let the Rebbe know that I am a 
grandson by marriage of Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev.” 

“Do not be concerned,” said Rav Boruch. “I will not speak against him to you. I know that 
he is a great Tzaddik, and I hold him in the highest esteem. Deep in my heart, I truly love 
him.” 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל 
 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
 ְ�ַרֲחִמי1 ֶ�ְ	ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ& ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע3ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו3ֶֹה ֶ��ִני ַהטוֹב ַמֲע3ֶה 2ָל &ְבָרצוֹ�
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/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Shevat

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 5th of Shevat ~ Begins Mot
� Rav Chaim Dovid Chazan

� Rav Sholom Shachna Yelin

fifty-two km south of Bialystok, in northeastern Poland, which had a substantial Jewish 

presence before World War II. Bielsk became part of the Russian Empire in 1807 after the 

partitioning of Poland. In the 1840s, the town was absorbed into Grodno Gubernia, a 

province of the Russian Pale of Settlement allowing Jewish residency. In 1898, a large 

wooden shul was built and called 

� Rav Yehuda Arye Leib Alt

Avrohom Mordechai, passed away when he was eight years old, Rav Yehuda Arye Leib was 

raised by his grandfather, the 

twenty-three in 1870. On the 18

then married Raizel, daughter of Rav Boruch of Gorlitz, the son of the Sanzer 

fathered a total of ten children. Four passed away in childhood and the surviving children 

were: his eldest son, mechaber

Lodz; and Rav Menachem Mendel of Pavinezh. His two sons

Biderman, Dayan in Warsaw, and Rav Tzvi Chanoch 

(5665/1905); 

� Rav Avrohom Eliezer Alperstein

under Rav Yaakov Dovid Willowsky (the 

Alperstein moved to New York in 1881, then Chicago in 1884, where he was 

Kovner and Suvalker congregations. In 1899, he relocated to Saint Paul, Minnesota. In 

1901, Rav Alperstein returned to New York. There, he was an early leader of 

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon

following year, he participated in the organizing convention of the 

HaRabbonim/United Orthodox Rabbis of America, and signed its constitution as one of its 
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�פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ &, לאֵ ָר 3ְ יִ  -ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ 
ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS BO 
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Shevat 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Motzai Shabbos (Jan 20st) 
Rav Chaim Dovid Chazan, the Rishon L’Tzion, (5629/1869); 

Rav Sholom Shachna Yelin, Rav of Bielsk and author of Yefeh Einayim

two km south of Bialystok, in northeastern Poland, which had a substantial Jewish 

presence before World War II. Bielsk became part of the Russian Empire in 1807 after the 

. In the 1840s, the town was absorbed into Grodno Gubernia, a 

province of the Russian Pale of Settlement allowing Jewish residency. In 1898, a large 

wooden shul was built and called Yefeh Einayim in honor of Rav Yelin, (5634/1874);

Rav Yehuda Arye Leib Alter of Ger, the Sfas Emes (1847–1905). Since his father, Rav 

Avrohom Mordechai, passed away when he was eight years old, Rav Yehuda Arye Leib was 

raised by his grandfather, the Chiddushei HaRim. He became Admor of Ger at the age of 

the 18th of Elul 1901, his wife, Yocheved Rivka, passed away. He 

then married Raizel, daughter of Rav Boruch of Gorlitz, the son of the Sanzer 

fathered a total of ten children. Four passed away in childhood and the surviving children 

mechaber of the Imrei Emes; Rav Moshe Betzalel; Rav Nechemia of 

Lodz; and Rav Menachem Mendel of Pavinezh. His two sons-in-law were Rav Yaakov Meir 

in Warsaw, and Rav Tzvi Chanoch HaKohen Levine, 

hom Eliezer Alperstein, (1853–1913). Born in Kobrin, White Russia, he studied 

under Rav Yaakov Dovid Willowsky (the Ridvaz) and in Yeshivos in Kovno and Vilna. Rav 

Alperstein moved to New York in 1881, then Chicago in 1884, where he was 

nd Suvalker congregations. In 1899, he relocated to Saint Paul, Minnesota. In 

1901, Rav Alperstein returned to New York. There, he was an early leader of 

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon (RIETS), which later evolved into Yeshiva University. The 

year, he participated in the organizing convention of the 

/United Orthodox Rabbis of America, and signed its constitution as one of its 

לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 



Z 

www.anshe.org 

Yefeh Einayim. Bielsk is a town 

two km south of Bialystok, in northeastern Poland, which had a substantial Jewish 

presence before World War II. Bielsk became part of the Russian Empire in 1807 after the 

. In the 1840s, the town was absorbed into Grodno Gubernia, a 

province of the Russian Pale of Settlement allowing Jewish residency. In 1898, a large 

in honor of Rav Yelin, (5634/1874); 

1905). Since his father, Rav 

Avrohom Mordechai, passed away when he was eight years old, Rav Yehuda Arye Leib was 

of Ger at the age of 

1901, his wife, Yocheved Rivka, passed away. He 

then married Raizel, daughter of Rav Boruch of Gorlitz, the son of the Sanzer Rav. He 

fathered a total of ten children. Four passed away in childhood and the surviving children 

; Rav Moshe Betzalel; Rav Nechemia of 

law were Rav Yaakov Meir 

Levine, Rav of Bandin, 

1913). Born in Kobrin, White Russia, he studied 

in Kovno and Vilna. Rav 

Alperstein moved to New York in 1881, then Chicago in 1884, where he was Rav of the 

nd Suvalker congregations. In 1899, he relocated to Saint Paul, Minnesota. In 

1901, Rav Alperstein returned to New York. There, he was an early leader of Yeshiva 

(RIETS), which later evolved into Yeshiva University. The 

year, he participated in the organizing convention of the Agudas 

/United Orthodox Rabbis of America, and signed its constitution as one of its 



5 � Bo / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

fifty-nine charter members. Rav Alperstein published a commentary on Maseches Bikkurim 

with a haskoma from Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik (the Bais HaLevi), (5673/1913); 

� Rav Shlomo Zalman Friedman, Rachover Rav, mechaber of Kedushas Yom Tov and a 

follower of the Rebbe of Sighet. After his father, Rav Yisrael Chaim Friedman, passed away 

suddenly in 5682 (1922) in a flash flood, Rav Shlomo Zalman took his place. The Rav was 

known as a great scholar, a wonderful teacher and a kind person. He was much loved by the 

Jews of Rachov. Between the two world wars he ran a large Yeshiva in Rachov, with as 

many as 150 talmidim. Most of the talmidim were from Marmarosh, but some also came 

from other areas in Carpatho-Rus. This was, of course, a Yeshiva in the Chassidic style, 

following the tradition of the Sighet Chassidim, but its talmidim included those from other 

Chassidic groups. He survived the Holocaust after experiencing the horrors of Auschwitz. 

After the war he settled in Satmar, where he was head of the rabbinic court and watched 

over the Jewish life of the survivors that settled in Satmar. He made strenuous efforts on 

behalf of agunos and agunim (women and men whose spouses were missing) from the 

Holocaust. In 1947, he escaped from Romania and settled in Lugano in Switzerland, where 

he served as Chief Rav and Av Bais Din. He was warmly welcomed by the Jews of the 

community and in all of Switzerland he was sought out and considered as one of the great 

halachic decisors. His last years were spent in the home of his son-in-law, Rav Menachem 

Mendel Horowitz, in Bnei Brak. He was niftar on the 5th of Shevat , 5740, and his coffin 

was carried to Yerushalayim and interred on Har HaZeisim (Mount of Olives), (5740/1980). 

� 6th of Shevat ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jan 21st) 
� Rav Refoel Yom Tov ben Rav Yisrael Lipman Halpern (Heilperin) of Bialystock, the Oneg 

Yom Tov, (5576–5639/1816–1879); 

� Rav Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum of Sighet, the Atzei Chaim, oldest son of Rav Chananya Yom 

Tov Lipa Teitelbaum, the Kedushas Yom Tov, and brother of Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, the 

Satmar Rav. He succeeded his father as Rav of Sighet, (5686/1926); 

� Rav Dovid Yitzchok ben Rav Boruch Pinchus Rabinowitz, the Skolya Rebbe (1898–1979), 

mechaber of Tzemach Dovid, (5739/1979). 

� 7th of Shevat ~ Begins Monday Night (Jan 22nd) 
� Rav Dovid Biderman, the first Lelover Rebbe (1746–1814), son of Rav Shlomo Biderman. 

A close follower of the Chozeh of Lublin, he was known for his extraordinary compassion 

for, and inability to see faults in, his fellow Jews. His main talmid was Rav Yitzchok of 

Vorki, whose son, Yaakov Dovid, was the first Amshinov Rebbe. Two printed collections of 

stories about Rav Dovid are Migdal Dovid and Kodesh Halulim, (5574/1814); 

� Rav Mordechai Dovid Ungar (Unger), Dombrover Rebbe. The son of Rav Tzvi Hirsch 

Unger, Rav Mordechai Dovid was a talmid of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, Rav Avrohom 

Yehoshua Heschel of Apt, the Chozeh of Lublin, and the Kozhnitzer Maggid. He was 

succeeded by his son, Rav Yosef of Dombrov, (5707/1947); 

� Rav Reuven Biala of Chicago and Mountaindale, New York (1943–2006). Born in 

Cleveland to irreligious parents, he developed an interest in Yiddishkeit as a teenager, 

triggered by a Bnei Akiva Shabbos get-together. His father passed away when he was in his 

early teens, and his mother vehemently opposed his desire to learn in Yeshiva, but he ran 

away from home, and entered the Telz Yeshiva at sixteen. Rav Reuven married Chaya 

Singer from Pittsburgh. Following his marriage, he learned for a short time in New York, 

followed by Chicago, where he learned in Telz Yeshiva. His wife passed away at the young 
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age of thirty-five. It was around this time that he began publishing and distributing Torah 

Action Publications, pamphlets on different topics of halocha. Rav Reuven remarried and 

moved to Mountaindale, New York. They raised another four children b’derech haTorah, 

(5766/2006); 

� Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Neiman, the Pupa Rav and Belzer Dayan in Montreal, (5679–

5767/1919–2007). 

� Rav Nosson Dovid Rabinowitz of Partzov ben Rav Yaakov Yitzchok, mechaber of V’Eileh 

HaDvarim Shene’emru L’Dovid, (5580/1820); 

� Rav Yitzchok Aharon Segal Itinga ben Rav Mordechai Zev HaLevi, mechaber of Shailos 

U’teshuvos Mahari HaLevi, (5651/1891); 

� Rav Mordechai Dovid Levin ben Rav Boruch, Rosh Yeshiva of Eitz Chaim and mechaber 

of Darchei Dovid, (5727/1967); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch, son of the Ba’al Shem Tov, (5539/1779); 

� Rav Refoel Shlomo Laniado, (1740–1793). Originating from Spain through their 

progenitor, Rav Shmuel, the Laniado family was among the most famous and well-

established in the Syrian city of Chaleb. Rav Refoel Shlomo Laniado was a prolific writer, 

and he well known for several halachic works: HaMa’alos LiShlomo, Bais Dino Shel 

Shlomo, Lechem Shlomo, and Kisei Shlomo, (5553/1793); 

� Rav Mordecai Yosef Leiner of Ishbitz (1800–1854 [some say 1878]), founder of the 

Chassidic Court at Ishbitz after leading a group of talmidim from the court of Rav 

Menachem Mendel of Kotzk. Born in Tomashov, Poland in 1800, he was a childhood friend 

of Rav Menachem Mendel Morgenstern, later to become the Kotzker Rebbe, and they 

studied together in the school of the Chassidic Master, Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha. 

His sefer, Mei HaShilo’ach, is considered a fundamental work of Izhbitz and Radziner 

Chassidus. Among his talmidim were Rav Tzodok HaKohen of Lublin and Rav Leibel 

Eiger, (5614/1854); 

� Rav Sholom Yosef Friedman of Husyatin, brother of one of the first Rebbes of Husyatin, 

Rav Mordechai Shraga (the youngest son of the Rizhiner Rebbe, who had moved to 

Husyatin in 1865 and was niftar in 1894). Rav Sholom Yosef was the father of Rav Moshe 

of Boyan-Cracow (“Rav Moshenyu”), (5639/1879 [1851, according to some]); 

� Rav Yosef Elyashiyov. Born in the former Soviet Union to Rav Tzion, who was killed by 

the authorities for his efforts to promote Yiddishkeit, he moved from Samarkand to Tashkent 

after marrying; there, he and his wife raised their seven children. While living in Tashkent 

he had to spend seven years away from home — four years in custody on suspicion of 

underground religious activity and three years hiding from the KGB, who had him under 

surveillance for his activities to promote Yiddishkeit. In 1971, he managed to secure an exit 

visa and left his home and his family, traveling to Eretz Yisrael. He opened the first Shaarei 

Tzion institutions in 1980, naming them after his father. He then started a kollel with the 

goal of drawing avreichim from Bukharan families as well as a school in Kiryat Ono for 

Bukharan immigrants. Today, a total of 4,500 students, from kindergartners to avreichim, 

study at Shaarei Tzion institutions, (5767/2007). 

� 8th of Shevat ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jan 23rd) 
� Rav Boruch ben Rav Shmuel of Pinsk. In 1830, Rav Yisrael of Shklov, one of the closest 

talmidim of the Vilna Gaon, began an effort to locate the “Ten Lost Tribes”. Rav Boruch 

ben Rav Shmuel of Pinsk served as the messenger and departed from Tzefas with a letter of 

introduction to the king of the Lost Tribes. (The Ten Tribes were believed to have an 
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independent kingdom where they practiced true 

down from Moshe Rabbeinu

Middle East for almost three years before he was murdered in Yemen, (5594/1834);

� Rav Yosef Meir Kahana, the Spinka 

Kahana. Rav Yosef Meir was succeeded by his son, Rav Mordechai Dovid Kahana, 

(5738/1978); 

� Rav Menachem Breier, father of the Boyaner 

� Rav Nosson Aminodov Yona

son of the Florence Rosh Yeshiva

semicha. When the Mussolini government forbade Jews to serves as doctors, Rav Nosson 

became the chief Rav of Milan. He returned to Florence as their 

Nazis overran northern Italy in September of 1943, he hid his three children in a monastery, 

but he and his wife were arrested. He was transferred to Auschwitz in February 1944 and 

shot to death on a death march one year later. His wife,

murdered by Arabs on the 4

� 9th of Shevat ~ Begins W
� Rabbeinu Nissim ben Rav Reuven Gerondi, the 

1376), mechaber of a commentary to the 

commentary on the work of Rabbeinu Yitzchok Alfasi (the 

His extant commentaries on the 

Pesochim, Ta’anis, Rosh HaShana

Kesubos, Gittin, Kiddushin

about a thousand responsa, of which only seventy

been preserved, (5136/1376);

� Rav Eliyohu Yisrael, Rav

DeYisrael, (5544/1784); 

� Rav Yisrael Yaakov of Vilkomir, son of Rav Menachem Mendel 

of Rimanov, (5587/1827); 

� Rav Yaakov Heilbrun, Rav

� Rav Yehosef Schwartz (1805

of Rav Nosson Adler. (This was not 

Chasam Sofer, but perhaps his nephew, who later became chief 

Rav Schwartz also attended university (possibly the University of Wurzburg) where he 

studied languages, geography and a

Holy Land, and in 1833, he settled in Yerushalayim. His 

parts: Tevuos HaShemesh about the proper way to calculate sunrise and sunset, and 

Ha’Aretz about the borders of 

Pri Tevua and Pardes, (5625/1865);

� Rav Avrohom Aminov, chief 

(5699/1939); 

� Rav Yeshayohu Zev Winograd

Pinchas Mordechai Winograd, was one of Poland’s 

Toldos Aharon on Pirkei Avos

to Yerushalayim. In 1912, he was sent to Europe by the city’s sages t

needy of Yerushalayim. He made lengthy stops at Brisk, Biala and Warsaw. In 1920, he 
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independent kingdom where they practiced true semicha (rabbinical ordination) as ha

Rabbeinu until the Fourth Century CE). Rav Boruch traveled through the 

Middle East for almost three years before he was murdered in Yemen, (5594/1834);

, the Spinka Rebbe of Yerushalayim, son of Rav Tzvi Hirsch 

ana. Rav Yosef Meir was succeeded by his son, Rav Mordechai Dovid Kahana, 

, father of the Boyaner Rebbe, (5767/2007); 

Rav Nosson Aminodov Yona (ben Moshe Dovid) Cassuto of Florence (1909

Yeshiva, Rav Nosson became an ophthalmologist after receiving 

. When the Mussolini government forbade Jews to serves as doctors, Rav Nosson 

of Milan. He returned to Florence as their Rav 

Nazis overran northern Italy in September of 1943, he hid his three children in a monastery, 

but he and his wife were arrested. He was transferred to Auschwitz in February 1944 and 

shot to death on a death march one year later. His wife, Chana, survived the war but was 

murdered by Arabs on the 4th of Nissan 1948, (5705/1945). 

Wednesday Night (Jan 24th) 
Rav Reuven Gerondi, the Ran (1308–

of a commentary to the Talmud and a halachic 

commentary on the work of Rabbeinu Yitzchok Alfasi (the Rif). 

His extant commentaries on the Rif cover mesechtos Shabbos, 

Rosh HaShana, Beitza, Sukka, Megilla, 

Kiddushin, Shevu’os and Avoda Zara. He wrote 

about a thousand responsa, of which only seventy-seven have 

been preserved, (5136/1376); 

Rav of Alexander and mechaber of Ar’a 

of Vilkomir, son of Rav Menachem Mendel 

Rav of Zenta, (5609/1849); 

(1805–1865). Born in Bavaria (Germany), he studied in the 

of Rav Nosson Adler. (This was not the same Rav Nosson Adler as the teacher of the 

, but perhaps his nephew, who later became chief Rav of the British Empire). 

Rav Schwartz also attended university (possibly the University of Wurzburg) where he 

studied languages, geography and astronomy. In 1829, he published his first map of the 

Holy Land, and in 1833, he settled in Yerushalayim. His sefer, Divrei Yosef

about the proper way to calculate sunrise and sunset, and 

rs of Eretz Yisrael, its cities and its flora and fauna. He also wrote 

, (5625/1865); 

, chief Rav of Shechunas HaBucharim in Yerushalayim, 

Rav Yeshayohu Zev Winograd (1883–1956). Born in Stuchin, Lithuania

Pinchas Mordechai Winograd, was one of Poland’s Gedolei Torah and the 

Pirkei Avos. When Yeshayohu Zev was eight years old, his family moved 

to Yerushalayim. In 1912, he was sent to Europe by the city’s sages to raise funds for the 

needy of Yerushalayim. He made lengthy stops at Brisk, Biala and Warsaw. In 1920, he 

(rabbinical ordination) as handed 

until the Fourth Century CE). Rav Boruch traveled through the 

Middle East for almost three years before he was murdered in Yemen, (5594/1834); 

of Yerushalayim, son of Rav Tzvi Hirsch 

ana. Rav Yosef Meir was succeeded by his son, Rav Mordechai Dovid Kahana, 

Moshe Dovid) Cassuto of Florence (1909–1945). The 

, Rav Nosson became an ophthalmologist after receiving 

. When the Mussolini government forbade Jews to serves as doctors, Rav Nosson 

 in 1943. When the 

Nazis overran northern Italy in September of 1943, he hid his three children in a monastery, 

but he and his wife were arrested. He was transferred to Auschwitz in February 1944 and 

Chana, survived the war but was 

1865). Born in Bavaria (Germany), he studied in the Yeshiva 

the same Rav Nosson Adler as the teacher of the 

of the British Empire). 

Rav Schwartz also attended university (possibly the University of Wurzburg) where he 

stronomy. In 1829, he published his first map of the 

Divrei Yosef, contains two 

about the proper way to calculate sunrise and sunset, and Tevuos 

Yisrael, its cities and its flora and fauna. He also wrote 

of Shechunas HaBucharim in Yerushalayim, 

1956). Born in Stuchin, Lithuania, his father, Rav 

and the mechaber of 

. When Yeshayohu Zev was eight years old, his family moved 

o raise funds for the 

needy of Yerushalayim. He made lengthy stops at Brisk, Biala and Warsaw. In 1920, he 
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returned to Yerushalayim and dedicated himself to expanding Yeshiva Etz Chaim, the oldest 

educational institution in the Ashkenazi community (founded 1855). His major work was a 

sefer called Shaarei Ziv, with chiddushim on all of Shas, (5716/1956); 

� Rav Eliezer Silver (1882–1968). Born in Kovno, Lithuania, to Rav Bunim Tzemach, Rav 

Silver studied in Dvinsk with Rav Yosef Rosen, the Rogatchover Gaon, and Rav Meir 

Simcha, the Ohr Some’ach. At the age of twenty-four, he received semicha from Rav Chaim 

Ozer Grodzinski. A year later he immigrated to the United States. Rav Silver held several 

rabbinical positions in New York, Pennsylvania and Massachusets. In 1931 he accepted an 

invitation to become Rav in Cincinnati, where he remained until his passing. He founded the 

American branch of Agudas HaRabbanim and established the Va’ad Hatzola to aid Jews in 

Europe during World War II, (5728/1968); 

� Rav Nachum Abba Grossbard, Mashgiach of Ponovezh. His son is Rav Shmuel 

Grossbard, Rosh Yeshiva of the Telzstone Yeshiva Gedola in Eretz Yisrael, (5753/1993); 

� Rav Dovid of Skver-Boro Park. Succeeded his father, Rav Yitzchok Twersky, known as 

Rav Itzikl Skverer (Skvirer), when the latter was niftar prematurely. Rav Dovid was 

succeeded by his son, Yechiel Michel Twersky, the Skverer Rebbe of Boro Park, 

(5761/2001). 

� Rav Ezra of Gerona, a talmid of Rav Yitzchok Sagi Nohor (Isaac the Blind), the blind son 

of the Ra’avad. In around 1200, Kabbola had reached Gerona in Spain. Thereafter the city 

began to be regarded as one of the most prominent centers within the framework of esoteric 

thought. Among Mekubolim of the time, Gerona was already known as a “Mother of 

Yisrael” city. Rav Ezra was extremely well versed in Kabbola that he had learned from his 

father, who was the Ramban’s teacher, (4987/1227); 

� Rav Yaakov Reischer, mechaber of Minchas Yaakov, Chok Yaakov, Iyun Yaakov, and 

Shvus Yaakov, (5493/1733); 

� Ezra HaSofer, (313 BCE or 320 BCE);  

� Nechemya HaNovi; 

� Rabbeinu Yosef, son of Shmuel HaNoggid, and son-in-law of Rav Nissim Gaon of 

Kirouan, murdered in an Arab pogrom with another 1500 Jews in Spain, (4827/1067); 

� Rav Yehuda (“Reb Yiddel”) Weber (1920–2006), born in Vodkert, Hungary, to Rav 

Yissochor Weber, a descendent of the Bach, and Rebbetzin Chana, a niece of the Arugas 

HaBosem. After his bar mitzva, Yehuda was sent to learn in Pupa under Rav Yaakov 

Yechezkel Grunwald, the Vayaged Yaakov, the Pupa Rebbe, who was his Rebbe Muvhok for 

seven years. When Rav Yaakov Yechezkel was niftar at the age of fifty-nine, he was 

succeeded by his son, Rav Yosef Grunwald, the Vayechi Yosef. Rav Yehuda then served as 

Mashgiach of Pupa. When the Yeshiva was closed in 1944, Rav Yehuda spent six months in 

the local work camps before being deported to Bergen-Belsen. In 1946, his sister introduced 

him to his Rebbetzin, Batsheva. A year later, his sister, Miriam, married the Pupa Rebbe. 

Both families settled in Antwerp, then moved to Williamsburg, New York, in 1950. In 1952, 

he was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of the newly established Pupa Yeshiva, first located in 

Queens, then in Ossening, in Westchester County. Although his family stayed in 

Williamsburg, Reb Yiddel made the regular forty-mile drive for four decades, (5766/2006). 

� 10th of Shevat ~ Begins Thursday Night (Jan 25th) 
� Rav Meir ben Yitzchok Katzenellenbogen, the Maharam Padua (1482–1565), born in 

Ellenbogen, Germany, founder of the Katzenellenbogen family. After studying in Prague, he 

went to Padua, Italy, and studied under Rav Yehuda Minz, whose granddaughter he married. 
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He succeeded his father-in-law, Rav Avrohom Minz, as Rav of Padua. Among his 

contemporaries who sent him sha’alos were Rav Ovadia Sforno and Rav Moshe Isserles, 

the Rema.  

His epitaph reads: 

The heavens are clothed in darkness 

And we don sackcloth 

Because of the departure of a saint 

The foundation of the world, a prince pure 

Who submitted with complete faith 

To G-d and his religion 

Better was his name than the choicest oil 

Head of the Diaspora, Meir, a righteous man 

Who departed on the 10th of Shevat 

In the year 1565 this saint departed. 

[Yated 2006 says 30th of Shevat; Yated 2007 says 29th of Shevat], (5325/1565); 

� Rav Sholom Mizrachi Didia ben Yitzchok Sharabi (Hebrew:  שרעבי מזרחי דידיעשר שלום  ), 

born in 5480 (1720) in Sana’a, the capital of Yemen), was known as the Rashash (initials 

for “Rav Sholom Sharabi”). His father was Rosh Yeshiva of Bais E-l. Along with a number 

of other writings, Rav Sholom wrote a siddur, known as the Siddur HaKavonos, which is 

still used by Mekubolim today for tefilla. The great Mekubol, Rav Chaim Pelaji, testified 

that Rav Sholom Sharabi’s soul was that of the holy Ari of Tzefas, and Rav Yitzchok Kaduri 

used to say, “One can have memorized all the written teachings of the Ari, and have studied 

them and the commentaries upon them in great depth, but if you have not learned the works 

of the Rashash, you have not yet entered into the study of Kabbola.” The Rashash is 

considered the father of all contemporary Sefardi Mekubolim. On the 10th of Shevat, in the 

year 5542, he was niftar at the age of sixty-two, in Yerushalayim. He is buried on the Mount 

of Olives, where his grave is a pilgrimage site until this day, (5542/1782); 

� Rebbetzin Rivka Schneersohn (1833–1914), a granddaughter of Rav Dov Ber, the second 

Rebbe of Lubavitch. At age sixteen she married her first cousin, Rav Shmuel, who later 

became the fourth Lubavitcher Rebbe. The Bais Rivka network of girls’ schools is named 

after her. Surviving her husband by thirty-three years, for many years she was the esteemed 

matriarch of Lubavitch. She is the source of many of the stories recorded in the talks, letters 

and memoirs of her grandson, Rav Yosef Yitzchok (the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe), 

(5674/1914); 

� Rav Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn, the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe (1880–1950). The son of 

Rav Sholom DovBer, he dedicated his efforts to the Yeshiva founded by his father, Tomchei 

Temimim. He was jailed by the Russian government for teaching Torah, and on his release, 

he settled in Riga, Latvia. He escaped to America in 1940. His son-in-law, the last 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, is buried next to him in Queens, New York. He is referred to as “the 

father-in-law” by the last Lubavitcher Rebbe, (5710/1950); 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizek Sher of Slabodka (1875–1952). Born in Halusk, he studied in 

Volozhin under the Netziv’s son-in-law, Rav Refoel Shapira, before moving to Slabodka. 

There he studied b’chavrusa with Rav Avrohom Grodzinski. In 1903, Rav Yitzchok Eizek 

married the Alter’s youngest daughter, Mariasha Guttel, and moved to Kelm where he 

continued to learn diligently. He also studied for a brief period in the Mir, where his brother-

in-law, Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, served as Rosh Yeshiva. In 1911, the Alter appointed Rav 
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Yitzchok Eizek to the position of Rebbe in the Yeshiva. In 1928, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel 

went to Eretz Yisrael, along with the majority of Slabodka’s students, and settled in 

Chevron. At that point, Rav Yitzchok Eizek was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Slabodka’s 

European division, with its Mashgiach, Rav Avrohom Grodzinski. On Shabbos morning, the 

sixteenth of Av, 1929, the Arabs massacred Chevron’s Jews. After the massacre, the 

survivors reestablished the Chevron Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. Rav Yitzchok Eizek, at the 

advice of the Chazon Ish, reestablished the European branch of the Slabodka Yeshiva in 

Bnei Brak, (5712/1952); 

� Rav Rachamim Chai ben Rav Chanina HaKohen Chavita, Rav and Av Bais Din of Djerba, 

Tunisia, mechaber of Minchas Kohen and Simchas Kohen, (5719/1959). 

� 11th of Shevat ~ Begins Friday Night (Jan 26th) 
� Rav Dovid Nosson Deutsch, son of Rav Yosef Yoel Deutsch, and the second Rav of 

Kretchenif. He authored Nefesh Dovid on Chumash, (5639/1879). 

� Rav Yehuda Leib ben Dovid, Rav in Berlin and Dassau and mechaber of the sefer Korban 

Eida, (5566/1806); 

� Rav Chaim Yehoshua ben Reuven HaKohen Blumenthal, Rav of Kaminetz, (5648/1888).  

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, י� מגמתו נגד המתי�א	 אל יש, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we 

have the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we 
approach them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed 
souls ask and daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against 
speaking to the dead which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out 
the impure dead souls and bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our 
Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva 
alone. 
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Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Yehuda Arye Leib ben Avrohom MordechaRav Yehuda Arye Leib ben Avrohom MordechaRav Yehuda Arye Leib ben Avrohom MordechaRav Yehuda Arye Leib ben Avrohom Mordechai Alteri Alteri Alteri Alter,,,,    5555
thththth
    of of of of ShevatShevatShevatShevat 

The Gerrer Rebbe – Sefas Emes 

A Tzaddik is Born 

Rav Avrohom Mordechai Alter of 
Warsaw was the Chiddushei HaRim’s 
eldest child, and, like all the other children 
of Rav Yitzchok Meir of Ger, he was unwell. 
The Chiddushei HaRim had lost all his 
other children and now Rav Avrohom 
Mordechai, just thirty years old, was sick 
again; death was calling at his door and it 
looked like he would succumb and leave 
the world with no son as his heir. The 
doctors had given up hope, and it seemed 
like Rav  Rav Avrohom Mordechai was 
already in the final throes of death, when 
his childhood friend, Rav Yaakov Arye of 
Radzimin, leaned over and whispered in his 
ear, “I have one piece of advice left for you, 
my dear friend: ask Hashem to grant you 
life, long enough to merit having a son you 
don’t yet have!”  

The Chiddushei HaRim also 
approached the sickbed and told his dying 
son, “You must know that it is a mitzva to 
desire to live, as it says, ‘Choose life – 
uvocharta vachaim!’ Please, my son, 
strengthen yourself – choose life and get 
well!” 

Rav Avrohom Mordechai 
strengthened himself and with Herculean 
effort and his last strength, he sat up and 
cried out, “Ribbono Shel Olam, please 
grant me the gift of life so that I can have a 
son – I shall name him Yehuda, as it says, 
‘This time – odeh es Hashem – I shall 
thank G-d!”  

A miracle occurred and Rav 
Avrohom Mordechai recovered! The next 
year, he did indeed have a son, and with 
Rav Chaim Meir Yechiel, the Seraph of 
Mogolintza, as his sandak, the baby was 

brought into the bris of Avrohom Avinu 
and named “Yehudah Leib” as promised! 
Rav Avrohom Mordechai told his wife, 
Esther, “I named him Yehuda and he will 
cause all the hearts of Klal Yisrael to praise 
and give thanks – lehodos LaShem!” The 
Sefas Emes used to say about himself, “My 
father named me Yehuda, which means 
“thanksgiving”, because he was healed 
from his sickness in my merit, and I feel 
this within me as well; each day and night I 
never tire of ceaselessly giving thanks – 
lehodos LaShem!” (Marbitzei Torah 
BeOlam HaChassidus, Vol, II p. 83–84) 

 

Some of His Wise Sayings and 
Anecdotes 

In honor of his Yahrzeit, here are 
some of his sayings and anecdotes: 

Force Them Open and Learn 

When one of the Chassidim, Reb 
Mendek Ostover, once complained that he 
simply could not stay awake and kept 
falling asleep when he tried to learn Torah, 
the Sefas Emes did not accept this excuse 
and told him, “Rip upon your eyelids! Force 
your eyes open and learn!” This powerful 
statement made such an impression on the 
Chassid that through its influence, that 
year Reb Mendel completed all four parts 
of the entire Shulchon Aruch!” 

 

You Can Still Be a Jew 

On another occasion the Sefas Emes 
told the same Chassid, Reb Mendel, “You 
can still be a Jew…” meaning, “You still 
have the opportunity to make something of 
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yourself one day!” His sharp words of 
rebuke entered the Chassid like an elixir 
and in that year he completely left all 
worldly pursuits and desires behind, 
immersing himself in Torah and tefilla! 

 

The Key to a Jewish Heart 

On one Shavuos night at the tisch he 
conducted, the Sefas Emes told the 
Chassidim, “It says in davening (Shacharis 
in Uva LeTzion Goel) ‘Hu yiftach libenu 
besoroso – He, Hashem shall open our 
hearts through His Torah.’ You hear?! It 
says the key to open our hearts is the Torah 
itself! Only through Torah can a Jew open 
his heart up for Torah. In the Torah itself 
is hidden the key to opening up a Jewish 
heart!!”  

These words caused such a storm 
that that night, every sefer was grabbed off 

the shelf, every bench and shtender was 
occupied, all the Gemoras, volumes of 
Shulchon Aruch and sifrei Chassidus were 
snatched off the shelves till they were bare, 
and the Chassidim studied all night, 
trembling and in awe like at Har Sinai! 

 

Never Alone 

Once, Rav Arye Leib Kotshitzky, the 
chief Rav of Vlachlovik, came before the 
Sefas Emes, complaining how he suffered 
in that he presided over a kehilla with no 
Chassidim. “I feel lonely!” was his 
complaint. The Sefas Emes answered him, 
“Avrohom Avinu was also alone in his time! 
And besides, whoever holds himself up and 
steadies himself with a blatt Gemora is 
never alone!”  

(Marbitzei Torah BeOlam 
HaChassidus, Vol. II p. 103) 



Rav Yosef Meir Kahana of SpinkaRav Yosef Meir Kahana of SpinkaRav Yosef Meir Kahana of SpinkaRav Yosef Meir Kahana of Spinka, , , , 8888thththth    of of of of ShevatShevatShevatShevat    

A Kohen Meyuchos 

Rav Alter Kahana of 
Ziditshov/Spinka, the son of Rav Yosef 
Meir, testified that they have a pedigree of 
yichus that traced back their family tree 
directly to the mechaber of Kuntres 
HaSefeikos, Rav Yaakov Yosef HaKohen, 
who in turn traced his lineage directly back 
to Eli HaKohen. 

Rav Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky, the chief 
Rav of Yerusalayim, used to send all those 
who asked which Kohen to use for a Pidyon 
Haben to go to Rav Yosef Meir Kahana of 

Spinka, because he was a Kohen with a 
strong pedigree and reliable yichus. 

Once, an elderly Jew, a bechor 
(firstborn), came to Rav Aharon of Belz, 
complaining of pain, suffering and various 
calamities. The Belzer Rav told him to go 
and redeem himself a second time, using 
Rav Yosef Meir Kahana as his Kohen. And 
so he did. From then on, he was 
transformed into a new person! (Otzar 
Pidyon HaBen, Vol I p. 87, p. 66 footnote 
9) 

 

    

Rav Sholom Ben Yitzchok Mizrachi SharabiRav Sholom Ben Yitzchok Mizrachi SharabiRav Sholom Ben Yitzchok Mizrachi SharabiRav Sholom Ben Yitzchok Mizrachi Sharabi, , , , 10101010
thththth
    of of of of ShevatShevatShevatShevat    

The Rashash

One of the great Yemenite Torah 
leaders and one of the foremost Mekubolim 
of his day and the leading Mekubol in 

Yerushalayim, Rav Sholom Sharabi, 
otherwise known as the Rashash, was born 
in Sharab, Yemen, in 5480/1720. After 
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being miraculously saved from a difficult 
situation, Rav Sholom made a vow to go to 
the Holy Land in order to live in 
Yerushalayim, where he arrived after a 
journey that led him through India, 
Baghdad and Damascus. Although he had 
already established himself in his previous 
countries of residence as a significant 
Torah scholar and mekubol, he was 
determined to keep his abilities hidden in 
Eretz Yisrael. The Rashash approached the 
Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Gedalia Chayon, and 
applied for the job of Shamash. This way 
he was able to 
stay anonymous, 
yet quench his 
thirst for Torah 
in this great 
Yeshiva.  

He would 
stand innocently 
in the corner 
during shiurim as 
if he were not 
part of the shiur, yet he was listening 
intently. His official job was to wake up the 
talmidim for tikkun chatzos (midnight 
prayers), arrange the seforim, and bring 
water. No one dreamed that this 
“Shamash” was actually a great Talmid 
Chochom. When difficult questions arose 
that could not be answered by anyone in 
the Yeshiva the Rashash would leave an 
anonymous note with the correct answer 
between the Rosh Yeshiva’s seforim. This 
happened on a number of occasions and 
left the Rosh Yeshiva and all the talmidim 
bewildered as to who the author could have 
been, since the Rosh Yeshiva had decreed 
on all the talmidim that they must reveal 
the author.  

One day, when the daughter of the 
Rosh Yeshiva saw the Rashash sticking a 
paper inside her father’s sefer she 
immediately notified her father. Under 
pressure from the Rosh Yeshiva, the 
Rashash was forced to admit what he had 
been doing all along. Although he pleaded 

with Rav Gedalia to let him remain hidden, 
Rav Gedalia took his daughter’s revelation 
as a sign from Shomayim that it was time 
for the Rashash to be revealed. From then 
on the Rashash became very close with the 
Rosh Yeshiva and in time married his 
daughter.  

After Rav Gedalia’s petira, the 
Rashash, at only twenty-seven years old, 
was appointed Rosh Yeshiva. He wrote a 
peirush on the Arizal’s Kabbola work Eitz 
Chaim (written by Rav Chaim Vital) of 
which Rav Yedidiya Abulafia said that 
whoever learns Eitz Chaim without the 
peirush of the Rashash is like a blind man 
feeling his way in the dark. Among his most 
famous writings is the Siddur HaRashash 
in which is written special kabbalistic 
kavonos for Tefilla which have become the 
standard for all Mekubolim today.  

Among his talmidim were the Chida 
and the Maharit Algazi, who became the 
Rosh Yeshiva after the petira of the 
Rashash. His great son, Rav Yitzchok 
Sharabi, left in his tzavo’a (will) a request 
to bury him in disgrace and throw him into 
his kever as a kapora for once acting 
against the wishes of his father, the 
Rashash. Naturally, upon his petira, the 
Chevra Kadisha refused to carry this out. 
During the levaya they were attacked by 
the local Arabs and everyone was forced to 
leave the niftar and flee for their lives. The 
attackers then flung the body which rolled 
down the hill in disgrace to its final resting 
place.  

The Rashash was niftar in 
Yerushalayim in 5542/1782 at the age of 
fifty-seven. He promised that in times of 
tzora (trouble), whoever davens at his 
kever with great kavona will be answered. 
He is buried on Har HaZeisim and on his 
yahrzeit, the 10th of Shevat, many 
petitioners go to learn and daven there. 
Yehi zichro boruch. 

www.revach.net/article.php?id=1706 
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The Sar Sholom and the 
Rashash 

The first Belzer Rav, 
Sholom, had a Chassid who always traveled 
to Eretz Yisrael to procure an esrog
Rebbe for Sukkos. One summer, when this 
Chassid was preparing for the journey, the 
Rebbe gave him an additional mission: to 
procure the sefer Nahar Sholom
various volumes of the siddur of the holy 
Rashash, which was rare back then, and 
only available as a hand
manuscript – and only in Yeshiva
in the old city of Yerushalayim. 

The Chassid accepted the mission 
and when he traveled to Eretz 
succeeded in procuring the manuscripts of 
the Rashash’s writings, as well as the 
siddur for the Sar Sholom. 

When word reached the 
joy knew no bounds, and when he heard of 
his Chassid’s arrival, the Tzaddik
in Shabbos clothes and went out to the city 
limits to meet the approaching caravan and 
horses. When the Chassid saw the 
approach, bedecked in his Shabbos
he alighted and approached the Rebbe

“Where are the seforim of the holy 
Rashash?” inquired the Rebbe.  

The Chassid pointed to one of the 
trunks and, to his amazement, the 
lifted the heavy trunk off the horse and 
carried it by hand himself all the way back 
to town! 

Afterward, the Rebbe
himself in his room for some three days 
straight to study the seforim. When he 
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pointed to one of the 
trunks and, to his amazement, the Rebbe 
lifted the heavy trunk off the horse and 
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Rebbe closeted 
himself in his room for some three days 
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emerged on the fourth day, a holy light 
shone from his countenance and he 
declared, “For some years now I greatly 
desired to study the sefer Nahar Sholom
and the siddur of the Rashash
have achieved my heart’s desire and have 
studied them, I see that we are both of the 
same mind on certain matters; many things 
I thought, the Rashash also teaches!” The 
Rebbe then handed out cake and 
and they drank lechaim
HaRashash, p. 232–235)


The Chazon Ish in Beis E”l 
Attempt at Hastening the 

When the Chazon Ish 
Kosel and the Old City, together with R
Osher Zelig Margolios, he stopped at the 
famed Yeshiva of the Mekubolim
where he sat studying by heart in 
and remarked when he departed, “It is a 
great zechus to visit such a holy 
Medrash of the Rashash, where great, holy 
Tzaddikim studied and 
secrets of Hashem –
liyerei’ov!” 

There in the Yeshiva
where a hole leads down a stairway to a 
wide courtyard where a cavern is found. In 
this cavern, the Tzaddikim
hisbodedus (seclusion), using 
and kabbalistic prayers and devotions. The 
Chazon Ish entered that room, descended 
those stairs, entered that cavern and 
declared, “This is truly a good place for 
hisbodedus.” There are those who claim 
that what happened in tha
the Rashash, together with the 
Rav Chaim DiLaRoza fasted three days 
straight, davened, engaged in 
rolled in the snow and attempted to hasten 
the end of days and the coming of 
Moshiach. After three days, they heard a 
heavenly voice declare, “My sons, you are 
forbidden to hasten the end; I must 
separate you so that you three do not 
remain as a group. I decree that one of you 

emerged on the fourth day, a holy light 
shone from his countenance and he 
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have achieved my heart’s desire and have 
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and kabbalistic prayers and devotions. The 
entered that room, descended 
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, together with the Chida and 
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must go into exile!”  

The three Tzaddikim drew lots and 
so it was that the Chida sold his 
possessions and left for Livorno, Italy, 

where he lived out the rest of his days. 
(Based on Rav Pe’alim and Chibas 
Yerushalayim as cited in Moron 
HaRashash, p. 241–244) 
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The Rayatz of Chabad Lubavitch 

The Panicked Nurse 

In 1947, only a few years before Rav 
Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn (the Rayatz), 
sixth Rebbe in the Chabad-Lubavitch 
dynasty, passed away, his son-in-law and 
eventual successor, Rav Menachem Mendel 
Schneersohn, traveled to Paris. His mother 
had made it out of Communist Russia. The 
Rebbe, who had escaped from Europe to 
the United States in 1941, arrived in Paris 
to greet his mother, whom he had not seen 
for more than fifteen years, in order to 
escort her back to the United States. 

In Paris, he met a group of 
Lubavitch Chassidim who had survived the 
Holocaust and very much wanted to 
immigrate to the Unites States but could 
not get visas. They asked him that upon his 
return he tell the Rebbe Rayatz of their 
plight and request that he awaken 
compassion and mercy upon them in 
Heaven. Rav Menachem Mendel explained 
to them that they must be a little naïve to 
think that the Rayatz needs to be directly 
informed in order to be made aware of 
their problems. In order to make his point 
he told them the following story: 

At the time, the Rayatz was ill and 
required a certain injection of drugs every 
day. A private nurse would come to his 
study at 770 at a set time in order to 
administer the injection. One day, the 
nurse was a few minutes late. When she 
knocked on the door of his study there was 
no answer. Usually, there were gabbo’im 
from the Rayatz’s secretariat around, but 
this time there was no one there. So she 
slowly opened the door to his study. When 

she walked in she saw him sitting at his 
desk, his eyes gazing off into the distance, 
obviously unaware that she had entered. 
He had the look of someone who was not in 
this world altogether. She had never seen 
anything like this and was certain that 
something had happened to him – perhaps 
he had even lost consciousness. 

She ran out looking for someone 
from the family or the staff. She 
encountered the Ramash (as the Rebbe-to-
be was known in those days), who quickly 
came into the room and approached his 
father-in-law to hear what he was 
mumbling. He heard the Rebbe Rayatz 
reciting by heart and with the Torah 
melody the words of the Song of the Sea, Oz 
Yoshir. It was as if the Rayatz was praying. 
So, immediately he realized that the Rayatz 
was in a state of communion (with 
Hashem) and that he was not sick. This 
state is known as disembodiment and the 
person seems to have lost touch with reality 
(the truth is very much the opposite, as we 
will see in a moment). Indeed, after a few 
minutes, the Rayatz seemed to snap out of 
it. 

But the Rebbe sensed that there was 
a reason for all this. He decided to do some 
research and learned that during those very 
moments that the Rayatz was in a state of 
communion and disembodiment, 
thousands of miles away, a small group of 
Chassidim had tried to cross the Russian-
Polish border illegally. If they had been 
caught, they would have been summarily 
executed. During those critical moments, 
the Rebbe Rayatz had awakened the mercy 
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of Heaven that they be successful. 

The Rebbe-to-be told the Chassidim 
in Paris that after hearing this story they 
should understand that the Rebbe Rayatz 
does not need anyone to tell him when to 
awaken mercy on his talmidim. Every 
Chassid is always on his mind. He sees and 
knows exactly what is happening with him, 
and continually sacrifices himself and prays 
for every one of them. 

This is an important story to make 
us reflect that the Rebbe is indeed thinking 
of each one of us, and continually 
awakening the mercy of Heaven upon us. 

One more point to take with us from 
this story is that there is a powerful 
connection between saying the Song of the 
Sea and awakening mercy in Heaven. If the 
Rebbe noted what the Rayatz was saying 
(he could have told the story without 
noting what the Rayatz had been saying 
during his disembodiment), it means that 
we should be aware of it. If you think about 
someone who needs Heavenly mercy and 
recite the Song of the Sea with sincerity and 
the proper intent, you will be awakening 
the Heavens to be merciful with him. This 
is true both for an individual and for the 
entire Jewish people. 

The Song of the Sea appears in 
Parshas Beshallach, the Torah reading of 
the week during which the 10th of Shevat – 
the Rayatz’s Yahrzeit – usually falls, 
making this story and its teaching 
particularly suited to the date. 
Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from the translation/rendition 

on inner.org, which is based on a talk by Rav Yitzchok Ginsburgh 

at a children’s gathering in Ramat Aviv 

www.ascentofsafed.com/cgi-bin/ascent.cgi?Name=791-20  

(Actually, he told there two stories. For the other, here is the link: 

www.inner.org/spiritual-masters/yosef-yitzchak-schneersohn-rayatz-

1.php ) 

 

One Angel of Mercy Versus One 
Thousand 

Rav Shlomo Kazranovsky told how 

once the Rebbe Rayatz sent him and his 
son-in-law, the Rashag, on a shelichus 
mission to Toronto, Canada. Due to the 
snow, the transportation was delayed and 
they were stranded at the hotel. As they sat, 
several Chabad Chassidim arrived, as well 
as one of the local Rabbonim, who told the 
following story: 

“One of my ba’alei batim, a member 
of our congregation, was sick, and lay in the 
hospital as his sickness spread and 
attacked his body, causing him to be 
bedridden and unable to walk. When I 
found out, I personally went to visit him. 
His family told me that his condition was 
very serious and that I could not even go in 
to see him, but he heard my voice and 
called them to tell me to come in.  

“‘I heard that the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
is in America,’ the sick man said. ‘Please 
write to him and ask him how can I redeem 
myself and get well!’  

“I quickly sent a telegram to the 
Rebbe Rayatz, explaining the situation, 
and his answer arrived back quickly as 
well: ‘Tell the sick man that they are in the 
midst of constructing a Lubavitcher 
Yeshiva Tomchei Temimim in Montreal 
and that he should donate one thousand 
dollars, because an angel of one thousand 
is worth more than of one hundred, as we 
say: im yesh olov maloch meilitz achad 
minI olef.’ 

“I quickly brought the Rebbe’s reply 
to the hospital. The family heard and one 
uncle said in disgust, ‘You see – already 
these people find ways of squeezing out 
money.’  

“I kept my silence and brought the 
Rebbe’s holy words to the sick man. He 
heard me read the letter and immediately 
told his son, ‘Quick – send the money to 
Montreal – I want to live!’  

“And so they did. A few days later, 
the family told me what had happened. 
Apparently, the doctor came in anger and 
accused them of using another doctor and 
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changing the medication and treatment 
without notifying the hospital or staff. 
When the family argued and countered that 
they had done no such thing, the doctor 
replied, ‘If so, it’s a miracle! For his entire 
disease is abating and leaving him and his 
body is going back to normal, resuming its 
functions, and he will be released 
completely well in a few days’ time!’  

“This is indeed what happened. 
Afterward, the son asked me if he had to 
delay his wedding. ‘I was engaged and we 
pushed off the wedding date because of my 
father’s sickness. Now that he is well again, 
we wished to proceed, but my uncle whom 
you met at the hospital suddenly died.’  

“I told him not to push off the 
wedding again.” (Shemuos Vesippurim I, p. 
218–219 ) 

 

What is Chassidus and What is 
Tanya? 

An entry from the journal of the 
Rayatz in the year tov-reish-pei-tes, in 
America: 

An American Jew approached me 
and asked, “What is Chassidus and what is 
Tanya?” 

I answered him, “Chassidus is a 
emes lichtiker leibedikeit – A truly shining 
life! And Tanya is a collection of advice and 
healing for sick souls. It is a work culled 
from the positive benefits and virtues that 
people have, as well as their shortcomings. 

It is unlike other written works by authors 
because only when you follow the advice 
and do what it says – only then can you 
understand what it says for you to do. 
(Shemuos Vesippurim I, p. 219–220 ) 

 

Holy Matbei’os With Holy 
Instructions 

Rav Refoel Kahn, father of the 
Rebbe’s chozer, Rav Yoel Kahn, once told 
how once the Rebbe Rayatz was invited to 
a Melave Malka in the year tov-reish-tzadi 
in the USA. 

At the Melave Malka, two gevirim 
(wealthy Jews) were present and the Rebbe 
Rayatz gave each of them a silver matbei’a, 
a coin given as a segula for shemira and 
berocha. To one of the gevirim he gave 
instructions that he should carry the 
matbei’a on his person at all times. To the 
other he told him that he should sew the 
matbei’a onto his tallis kotton (his tzitzis 
garment). 

Everyone present was surprised and 
amazed as to the reason behind the Rebbe 
Rayatz’s different instructions to each of 
the gevirim, until they compared notes. 
One said, “Now, isn’t that puzzling – the 
Rebbe told me to sew this coin onto my 
tallis kotton, but I don’t even wear one!”  

Then they all realized the intention 
behind the Rebbe’s holy instruction. 
(Shemuos Vesippurim III, p. 222 #123) 

    

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

solutions  to any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 
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5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

controls everything over the entire world.

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

kindness more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.



  נפש יקרה ועדינה

  ד"ה הי

  ע מבריד

  גאלדענבערג
She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of 

time define her life. Although she lost most of her family 
claimed that Hashem
knack of making everyone who encountered her feel like they were 
the most important loved person. Her inimitable smile never left 
her face.  

She transmitted a strong value system stressing 
Hashem and Tzaddikim
chiyus and she conveyed that 
eighty-nine years of life, there wasn’t one person who had an 
untoward word or adverse feelings about her.
 She loved her family deeply and immensely. May 
console her family and may she be a constant 
 

לכל ) והתנהגה כאשה כשרה
וקיבלה (נקיה וטהורה היוצר וצר צורה 

  

  ק"לפ ח"תשע

  תמלי" טוב בעד משפחתה היקרה
ותקי� לתחיה לק" הימי� במהרה
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5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

controls everything over the entire world. 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.



נפש יקרה ועדינה, אמנו החשובהלזכר נשמת 

  ובעלת מדות טובות' אשה יראת ה
 ל''ז זיסלמרת 

ה הי"ע �"מאיר זאב הכה� כה "ה מו"בת הרה
  א"מעיר נירעדהאז יע

ע מבריד"ק רבי אהר� צבי טערקלטויב זי"ונכדת הרה

גאלדענבערג ה"ע אברה� חיי�ה "ח מו"אשת הרה

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of 
time define her life. Although she lost most of her family 

Hashem gave her an amazing life. She had a unique 
knack of making everyone who encountered her feel like they were 
the most important loved person. Her inimitable smile never left 

She transmitted a strong value system stressing Emunas 
ikim. Her love for stories of tzaddikim gave her 

and she conveyed that chizuk to anyone who met her. In her 
nine years of life, there wasn’t one person who had an 

untoward word or adverse feelings about her. 
She loved her family deeply and immensely. May Hashem

console her family and may she be a constant melitza yeshura, אמ�

והתנהגה כאשה כשרה(בדר	 המסורה ) מתו	 אמונה טהורה(
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5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving 

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of 
time define her life. Although she lost most of her family - she 

gave her an amazing life. She had a unique 
knack of making everyone who encountered her feel like they were 
the most important loved person. Her inimitable smile never left 

Emunas 
gave her 

to anyone who met her. In her 
nine years of life, there wasn’t one person who had an 

Hashem 
 .אמ�

)
משפחתה



Shabbos Addendum (Both Yahrzeits Are This Shabbos Kodesh) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biography: Rav Yisrael Abuhatzira [1890 - 4 Shvat 1984] known as Baba Sali, 
was born in Tafillalt, Morocco to one of Jewry's most illustrious families. From a young 
age he was renowned as a sage, miracle maker and master kabbalist. In 1964, he moved 
to Eretz Yisrael, eventually settling in 1970 in the Southern development town he made 
famous, Netivot. Several biographies have since been written about him, including two in 
English. 

Rav Yisrael Abuchatzeirah, was of a well-known rabbinical dynasty. His 
grandfather was the famous tzaddik, Rav Yaakov Abuchatzeirah.  He had great skill in 
Talmudic interpretation and many of his halachic decisions were accepted and took root 
among his followers. He was regarded as someone who possessed the Ruach Hakodesh or 
"Divine Spirit".  Although still very young, people flocked to Rav Yisrael for blessings for 
their parnassa (income), family, and health. Consequently, he became known as "Baba 
Sali," (our praying father) because of the prayers that he would invoke on behalf of those 
who sought out his guidance. 

One day, young Yisrael's father told him, "My child, you have a great power to bless 
people which you cannot measure. Your words can bring great help to men. From now 
on, you must use this power to say good things about others and to bless them." 

Young Yisrael gave his word. Soon it became known that the blessings of this young 
child brought miraculous results. He became famous as Baba Sali. A master of the 
Kabbalah and a great Torah Sage, he took over his father's position as head of the yeshiva 
and Rav of the community. Although he regularly gave many lectures in Torah and 
kabbalah, he did not permit his students to write them down because he wanted his 
scholarship to remain unknown. Nevertheless, his fame as a holy man and a righteous 
Tzaddik continued to draw Jews to him from all over. Even Arabs came to receive his 
blessings and the coins he gave for charity. 



At 19, he was inducted as the Rosh HaYeshiva, after his father's death. After an 
extended one year trip to Eretz Yisrael he returned, and was compelled to take the position 
of Rav of the kehilla (community) after the murder of his brother by an Arab. He gave 
daily lectures, served as a judge in the bais din (rabbinical court), and set the tone for the 
kehilla. The community appreciated that nothing escaped his holy, penetrating eyes. 
From throughout Morocco, people converged on his home for his brachos (blessings), his 
counsel, and his encouragement. 

In 1964, when Baba Sali noted that much of Moroccan Jewry had emigrated to 
Eretz Yisrael, he followed them to fulfill his dream of settling there. Baba Sali chose Yavne 
as his home because many of his followers had settled there. 

In 1970, he moved to Netivot where he was steadily visited by Chassidim, 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim who sought his unique counsel. He stressed emunah (faith), 
humility, ahavas Yisrael (love of fellow Jews) and kiyum hamitzvos (fulfillment of 
mitzvos). His phenomenal memory allowed him to access information at will, whether it 
dealt with law, Talmud, Kabbalah,etc. 

He was very humble and did not want to attract attention, however, his prophetic 

powers and his miraculous prayers soon became renowned. Thousands of Jews from all 

over the world would come to seek his advice and blessings for children, health, and 

livelihood. Baba Sali was very close to other great Torah scholars, especially 

the Lubavitcher Rebbe , whom he referred to as "the Great Eagle in the Heavens." He 

strongly encouraged the Rebbe's Mitzvah campaigns, especially urging young girls to light 

candles for Shabbos and Yom Tov. Similarity, he was also close to the Satmar Rebbe and 

kept his sefer the Divrei Yoel always close by. 

***** 
 

A hungry visitor once came to speak to Baba Sali. As they were speaking, Baba Sali 
told his shamash to serve the fish in the refrigerator to this man. The family member went 
to the kitchen and searched the refrigerator but could not find any fish, and returned to 
Baba Sali saying, "there is no fish in the refrigerator". 

 
Baba Sali replied: "check again." 

 
            The shamash checked again but could not find any fish, and returned empty 
handed. 

 
Baba Sali said, "please, there is. Check again". 
 

             The Shamash checked once again, and found it wrapped in an aluminum foil. 
Baba Sali turned to his friend and said jokingly, "I can see it from here, but he can't see it 
from there."  
 

***** 
 

http://rabbishimon.com/tzadikim/showz.php?p=mmshneerson.htm


A friend who lived in Netivot, told over that he witnessed first-hand how Baba Sali 
blessed a bottle of wine, and the bottle was poured all day to the hundreds of visitors 
without becoming empty (much like Reb Shaya’le Keristir). 

He also said that the Baba Sali did not speak on Shabbos (except for words of 
mitzva such as torah, prayer, shabbos songs, etc.). The reason is that it says in the torah 
that Hashem "rested" on Shabbos from creating the world. What does it mean He rested? 
Did He have trucks and tractors? No. It means He rested from speaking. For this Baba 
Sali did not speak (to emulate Hashem, which is the purpose of life). 

 

***** 
 
The Secret of Holiness 

Baba Sali was once asked how is it that his blessings are always fulfilled? 
 
The Rav gave two answers: 

Firstly, it says in the Mishna in Berachos (ch.6): one who drinks water out of thirst 
makes a blessing "that everything came to exist by His word", Rabbi Tarfon says: "who 
created many lives". 

 "There is no water except Torah!" (Bava Kama 17A). He who learns torah out of 
thirst, then when he blesses, "everything comes to exist by his word". Rabbi Tarfon says 
even more than this - that he is able to revive the dead. This is the meaning of "who created 
many lives". 

The second answer: Samech, Ayin, Peh, Tzadik (four consecutive letters in the 
hebrew alphabet). 

The latter Samech is always closed. Why did the Holy One, blessed be He, make it 
closed? 

Because after it comes the letter Ayin, to hint to us that the Ayin (eye) needs to be 
closed and not see forbidden things.  

Likewise, for the letter Peh which comes after Ayin. This comes to teach that the 
Peh (mouth) also needs to be closed and then a person becomes a Tzadik, which is the 
next letter. 

And the Tzadik decrees and Hashem fulfills (Moed Katan 16b) 

(from Ikveses D'Meshiche, Adar 5777, b'shem the book Maase Nissim) 

***** 



Baba Sali, the Gaon of Vilna and the Baal Shem Tov 

When Baba Sali moved to Eretz Yisrael, in 1964, he first lived in Yavneh, where his 
son-in-law, Avraham Abuchatzira, was a rabbi. One day, he suddenly moved away. This 
is the astonishing reason. 

In Yavne, there was a kolel of young married men who sat and studied every day. 
The head of this group was an accomplished Torah scholar who had become friends with 
Baba Sali. He would often visit the holy man and discuss many aspects of his group of 
students. He also shared with him the problems that faced his people. Once, during the 
course of a conversation, he mentioned that there was a marked difference in the level of 
study between the Gaon of Vilna and the Baal Shem Tov. 

"As seen from their decisions handed down and their writings, the Gaon of Vilna 
plumbed the depths of every subject, and touched on every single aspect of the Talmud, 
while the Baal Shem Tov did not delve deeply into halacha and the decisions of other 
masters." 

Baba Sali was shocked and dismayed to hear the head of the kolel speak thus. He 
did not say anything because of that Rabbi's position. However, when the man left, Baba 
Sali said, "In a city where things like this are said about the great luminary, our teacher 
and guide, Rabbi Yisrael Baal Shem Tov -- it is forbidden to live." 

On that very day, he arranged for his possessions to be packed, and he left the city. 
He refused to listen to the tear-filled pleadings of his son-in-law, Rabbi Avraham. "In a 
place where one speaks in tones of disrespect about so holy and great a man, it is 
forbidden to live," repeated Baba Sali. 

He moved for a brief period to Ashkelon, where one of his children lived, and then 
in 1970 to Nativot, which has a large Moroccan community. There he passed away in 1984 
at the age of 94. 

(Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from Baba Sali, Our Holy Teacher by Rabbi Eliyahu Alfasi, 
the attendant of Baba Sali for many years.) 

Editor's note: 

In another version, in the name of Rav Machluf Aminadav Krispin, grandson-in-
law of Babi Sali, published in Shemen Sasson and translated into English in Chassidic 
Gems, it is reported that as a spiritual result of Baba Sali's displeasure, the Kollel was 
forced to close its doors a very short time after. 

***** 
 

In an interview with Rav Shmuel Eliyahu, chief rabbi of Tzfas and son of former 

Rishon L'Tzion, Rav Mordechai Eliyahu, in Mishpacha magazine, issue #70, he was asked 

about the watch story going around and this is what he said: 



"My father was very close to the Baba Sali zt'l. They would often study together. A 

few years before he was niftar, the Baba Sali gave my father a new Shabbos coat and told 

him that he was to save it carefully, because he would merit to see the coming of Moshiach 

and should wear the coat to greet him. The Baba Sali told my father that he himself would 

not live to see Moshiach; he cut off a piece of his hair and placed it in the pocket of the 

coat, saying that at least part of him would be present to welcome Moshiach. 

"A few years later the Baba Sali was niftar (1984) and Rav Mordechai, together with 

all of us, are still waiting for Moshiach. 

"One day, the Baba Sali's son came to my father and presented him with a watch. 

He explained that his holy father had come to him in a dream and told him that he should 

look in a certain drawer in a certain desk, where he would find this watch. 

"He was to give it to my father and tell him that when the watch reached 12 o'clock, 

then Moshiach would come. At that time, the watch hands showed 10:40. Since then, my 

father keeps a very close eye on the watch and found that sometimes it goes and other 

times it just stops."  

What time does it show now?  

"11:58"  

***** 
 

The New Mikveh 

By: Rav Moshe Weber, Shlita 

Near the home of Rav Yisrael Abuchatzeirah, we built a new mikvah, during the 
month of Tamuz, in the midst of the dry, hot summer. When the structure was complete, 
we lacked water - rain water, of course, in order to finish the mikvah. Our master, the 
Baba Sali, lifted his eyes to Heaven, and proclaimed, "Master of the universe - You 
commanded us to behave in holiness and purity. So, we desire to fulfill Your will. Please, 
please, for the sake of Your great name, let it rain!" 

Suddenly, clouds gathered in the sky, and instantly, rain fell! In no time at all, the 
mikvah filled with water. However, we realized that the mikvah was not quite built 
according to the opinion of the Beit Yehuda, so we informed our master, our teacher, the 
Baba Sali. Immediately, he ordered us to drain the mikveh. Someone raised an objection 
- "It does not rain like this in the middle of the summer," they said. "This is a rare miracle!" 
He turned to Baba Sali, and said, "I take it upon myself, the sin, that this mikvah is not 
perfect, built according to the opinion of the Beit Yehuda." 

But our teacher, our master, the Baba Sali, stood firm, replying, "we are obligated 
to empty the mikveh." So, we drained the mikvah, and completed the design according to 
the Beis Yehuyda, in splendor and perfection. 



The Baba Sali then raised his eyes to Haven again, and beseeched of Hashem: 
"Master of the universe, you know very well that we made this mikveh not for my honor, 
or the honor of my father, but rather, only to increase the increase purity among Israel, 
Your people. Please, don't turn Your face from us, and let it rain! Let the mikveh will with 
fresh, new rain water..." Then, as before, in the midst of the dry, scolding summer, the sky 
darkened... clouds gathered... and rain began to fall. 

 

 

The following stories were retold by Reb Amos Sheli from Monsey, New York who had the 
zechia to see and be near the Baba Sali. To see his whole countenance change when he 
speaks so reverently of the tzaddik is a sight to behold. He has heard from many great 

tzaddikim of inyan of making a seuda in honor of the tzaddik’s yahrzeit/hililua which spouts a 
shefa of bracha v’hatzlacha. May the zechus of the tzaddik bring upon him a yeshua, 

speedily. 
 עמוס רפא-ל בן נשרי'

 

 There was once was a couple who came to the Baba Sali who didn’t have children 

for countless years. After asking for a beracha from the tzaddik, the Baba Sali told the 

couple to take a bottle of water that the Baba Sali drank from.  

 On the way out, the man put 100 lire note (approx. 100 dollars) in a bowl that was 

on the table that the Baba Sali used to collect money to give out to tzeduka every day. 

When the couple were waiting by the bus station, the wife asked how much money he put 

in the bowl. When the husband answered, the wife inquired why he left such a large 

amount. 

 At that exact moment, the Baba Sali called his attendant and asked him to go to the 

bus station and take the 100 lire note and give it back to the couple and tell them that 

since their belief was lacking they forfeited a child and now that neshuma will belong to 

another needy couple.  

***** 

 Once the Baba Sali was traveling and his driver said they need to get gas. The Baba 

Sali replied, “Don’t stop, just go”!!! They traveled like this day after day without getting 

gas until the attendant decided one day to stop at a gas station. As soon as he pulled into 

the gas station, the car stopped working. 

***** 

 During the Lebanon war, the Baba Sali promised that no soldiers from his town 

would get hurt. All came back safe and sound. 

 

 



Biography: Rav Moshe of Sossov (1745 - 4 Shvat 1807) was the leading disciple of 

Rebbe Reb Shmelke of Nicholsburg. He also received from the Maggid of Mezritch and 

from Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lyzhinsk. Subsequently a Rebbe in his own right with many 

followers, he was famous primarily for his love of his fellow Jews and his creative musical 

talent. His teachings are contained in the books, Likutei RaMal, Toras ReMaL Hashalem, 

and Chidushei RaMal. 

 

Gold Coins on Shabbos 

Yankel the innkeeper lived in an isolated hamlet for so long that he barely 
remembered that he was a Jew. Shabbat was a word he dimly recalled. Day and night he 
served the Polish peasants who bought drinks in his little inn. Nothing new ever happened 
and one year slipped unnoticed into the next.  

One day, however, a tall, husky, stately-looking Jew entered Yankel's inn and 
disturbed Yankel's quiet existence. This visitor was none other than the 
famous tzaddik, Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov, who had leased a hut in the middle of a forest 
in order to meditate and pray in the stillness of the woods. At times, however, he came to 
the village to purchase food, and that is how he happened to meet Yankel.  

When the tzaddik had first entered his inn, something deep inside Yankel stirred 
and prompted him to say to the Rav, "You know, sir, I too am a Jew."  
"How can you live in a place where there are no other Jews?" the tzaddik queried him. "It 
seems you have even forgotten our holy traditions. My poor brother, even the animals of 
Jews refrain from work on the Shabbos. How can you do less than that?"  
Yankel blushed at Rav Moshe Leib's words. "But, Rabbi," he continued, "I have to stay 
open on Shabbos or the peasants will buy their drinks elsewhere, and I will be destitute!"  
"Nevertheless," Rav Moshe Leib insisted, "you must close on Shabbos. How can a holy 
Jewish soul do less than the donkey of a Jew who is kept from working on the Sabbos 
day?"  

When Yankel saw that the tzaddik was adamant, he began to consider the matter 
more seriously. Eventually, he resolved to close the inn on Shabbos. 

Yankel's announcement provoked a bitter reaction from his customers. "If you 
refuse to sell us liquor, we'll complain to the poritz landlord! He'll throw you out! You 
can't do this to us!"  

Yankel knew they would follow through on their threat -- especially since it 
involved the issue of vodka. He walked deep into the forest until he found the hut of 
the tzaddik. "The peasants are threatening to ruin me," Yankel cried.  
"Don't worry," replied Rav Moshe Leib. "Bolt the doors. If the landlord questions you, do 
not hesitate to tell him that your G-d commanded Jews to keep the Sabbath day holy."  



The innkeeper was very frightened, but he still resolved to do as the tzaddik said. 
Shabbos arrived and Yankel bolted the door of his inn. The peasants arrived and began to 
pound on the door and windows trying to get in. Finally, the voice of the landlord could 
be heard outside, demanding that Yankel open the door.  

Yankel had no choice but to accommodate him. The furious nobleman entered the 
inn and screamed, "Who do you think you are, denying vodka to your customers! Why 
else did I lease this inn to you, except to make a profit?"  

"Sir," began a frightened Yankel, "surely you know I am a Jew. Just recently I was 
told by a holy Jew that our Torah forbids us to work on the Sabbath day. That is why I 
have closed the inn today."  

The directness of the reply intrigued the landowner. "Where is this person? Bring 
him to me!"  

Soon, Rav Moshe Leib was standing before the landlord. "Tell me, Jew, does this 
prohibition against working apply to a Jew who is in danger of losing his livelihood?" he 
asked, in a cutting tone.  

"Sir, it applies even in such a case," was the tzaddik's reply.  

“How can you allow yourself to torment this man? I doubt your answer would be 
the same if it were your livelihood that was involved. Well, I know how to find out. If you 
are really sincere, I will permit the innkeeper to close on the Sabbath." The landlord 
dismissed the rav, a plan hatching in his mind.  

The following Shabbos, the landowner rode into the forest with a bag of gold coins. 
He scattered the coins on the ground near the tzaddik's hut and waited to see what would 
transpire. At first the tzaddik passed right by the coins after barely glancing at them, but 
then he returned and examined them closely. The landlord waited gleefully for the fatal 
moment when the Jew would eagerly scoop them into his hands. But no, he averted his 
eyes and continued walking.  

The landower then rushed out of his hiding place. "I am very impressed, and I will 
keep my end of the deal. But tell me, why did you first ignore the money and then bend 
down to examine it?"  

"I will explain," began Rav Moshe Leib. "At first, I ignored the money, for it was 
Shabbos. But then, I began to think how I needed the money to rescue many imprisoned 
Jews. I considered that perhaps the mitzva of redeeming captives and saving lives 
overrides the prohibitions of the Shabbat. I became confused, and then I prayed to 
Hashem to give me direction.  

Suddenly I understood. Sire if I had taken or hidden the money, you would not 
have understood my motives. You would have assumed that I was taking it for my own 
desires. I realized that Hashem is certainly capable to provide me with the money in a 
permissible way. I have always scrupulously observed the Shabbos, and now Heaven has 



protected me from coming to any harm. Surely, now you can see the importance for a Jew 
to keep the holiness of the Sabbath." 

Adapted by Yrachmiel Tilles  

***** 
 

Rav Moshe Leib Sassover’s Three Loves 
 

To learn about love, the inner side of chesed, we turn to Rabbi Moshe Leib of 

Sassov, the disciple of Rabbi Shmelke of Nikolsburg, one of the greatest students of the 

Maggid of Mezeritch, all of them of blessed memory. Rav Moshe Leib (yahrzeit 4 Shevat, 

5567 – 1807), excelled in love of Hashem, Israel, and Torah, exemplifying the ideal of the 

Baal Shem Tov, as expressed in the following anecdote. 

 

The Baal Shem Tov, as his new teachings on Chassidus were beginning to spread, 

was once confronted the following challenge. “We always thought, and our fathers told 

us,” said a skeptic group, “that a pious person is someone who fasts from Shabbos to 

Shabbos. You say that one who fasts excessively is a sinner. So tell us, what is the main 

path to service of Hashem?” The Baal Shem Tov answered, “It seems to me that one 

should emphasize three things, love of Hashem, love of Israel, and love of Torah 

- and there is no need for afflictions.” (Botzina Kadisha, quoted in the Baal Shem Tov al 

Hatorah)  

 

Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov not only excelled in each of these three loves, but his life 

and teachings showed how these loves are intertwined. 

 

Love of Torah 

 

             Rav Moshe Leib was, from birth, immersed in Torah. He was born in Brod, Poland, 

a city known for Torah scholarship, and was the son and grandson of great talmidei 

chachamim. He went to the beis medrash of the great Rav Shmelke of Nikolsburg and, 

after learning for an extended period of time (some say seven years, others eleven or 

twelve) became his closest disciple. 

 

Love of Israel 

 

The White Cloak, the Loaf of Bread, and the Coin 

              Rav Moshe Leib not only learned Torah at yeshiva, he was also a student of Rav 

Shmelke’s renowned love of people. When he left yeshiva his rebbe gave him three gifts: 

a white caftan, a loaf of bread, and a coin. On the way, he veered off the main road to find 



lodgings in a small village. He passed by a building and heard crying from a barred 

window. He quickly went over to the window and it discovered it to be a Jew imprisoned 

by his landlord for not paying a 300-ruble debt. Rav Moshe Leib threw his loaf of bread 

to the Jew and made his way to the house of the poritz (wealthy and powerful landowner). 

He made his way into the poritz’s house and said, “You must free that Jew immediately! 

Here’s a coin to redeem him.” The poritz laughed in his face – “One little coin for a three-

hundred-ruble debt! What impudence! Get out of my house!” 

 

Rav Moshe Leib left, but wasn’t able to stand that the Jew was still stuck in that 

prison. So he once again marched into the poritz’s home and announced, “You’ve got to 

free that Jew! Here’s a coin to redeem him!” 

“Take that Jew and send him to the dogs!” commanded the poritz to a couple of his 

men. And they picked him up and threw him into the dog kennel. When Rav Moshe Leib 

saw the eyes and teeth of the fierce hunting dogs he knew that if he didn’t act quickly his 

end would be near. He immediately pulled out the white cloak his rebbe gave him and put 

it on. At the sight of him, the dogs immediately backed off in fear and cowered in a circle 

around him. The poritz got scared at the sight, and realized he was dealing with a 

supernatural phenomenon. He called out to Rav Moshe Leib, “OK, we’ll let you out of 

there.” Rav Moshe Leib did not let him off easy and insisted, “I’m not leaving here until 

you redeem that Jew with my coin!” He did not continue on his way until the poritz 

personally released the Jew and the Jew was once again safe at home. 

What it Means to Love 

 

             Even at a young age Rav Moshe Leib was already so full of love that he was ready 

to give his life for another. Rav Moshe Leib’s love was all encompassing. Wherever he 

found himself, he quickly became involved with those around him – the poor and the rich, 

widows and orphans (he used to make the rounds daily after davening to greet the town’s 

widows and orphans), the unfortunate, the simple and the learned – all found Rav Moshe 

Leib someone willing to listen to their problems and a helpful friend who got things done. 

Rav Moshe Leib used to tell his chassidim that he learned what it means to love a fellow 

Jew from two Russian peasants. Once he came to an inn, where two thoroughly drunk 

Russian peasants were sitting at a table, draining the last drops from a bottle of strong 

Ukrainian vodka. 

One of them, in a slurred drunken drawl yelled to his friend, “Igor! Do you love 

me?” Igor, somewhat surprised by the question answered, “Of course Ivan, of course I 

love you!” 



“No, no”, insisted Ivan, “Do you really love me, really?!” 

Igor, now feeling a bit cornered, assured him, “What do you think? I don’t love 

you? Of course, I love you. You’re my best friend Ivan!” 

“Oh yes, yes?” countered Ivan. “if you really loved me … then why don’t you know 

what hurts me and the pain I have in my heart?” 

***** 

 

One episode in his life seemed to Rav Moshe Leib himself to be a high point of 

chesed. 

 

The Wedding Dance and the Funeral Band 

 

             At one point in his life, Rav Moshe Leib decided to move to Apt, a city known for 

raising Torah scholars. He and his family were travelling in their carriage and met up with 

two people on a horse and wagon — one horse and a small wagon. Rav Moshe Leib 

recognized them as a poor father and his son on the way to get married to the daughter of 

the shamas of Apt. He went out to greet them and was struck by the sad expressions on 

their faces. Rav Moshe Leib realized that the unfortunate couple hadn’t the wherewithal 

for even the basic wedding festivities, so right then and there he and his wife decided to 

sponsor the wedding. He said to the father and son, “A chasan is like a king – you and 

your son deserve the best.” Rav Moshe Leib dressed the chasan in his own clothes, fed 

them from his own provisions, sat him in his own carriage and sang and danced the 

chasan and father into Apt. When they reached Apt, his wife likewise cared for the kalla 

and prepared the wedding feast for them. 

 

According to one tradition of the story it finishes in the following way: 

Rav Moshe Leib got a klezmer band to play at the wedding of this poor boy and the 

daughter of the Apter shamas. There was tremendous rejoicing in the town — the 

townspeople of Apt, the parents of the chasan and kalla, and especially for for chasan and 

kalla themselves and for Rav Moshe Leib. In the middle of a particularly beautiful song 

he called out, “If only they would play this niggun as I leave this world.” The wedding feast 

went on and the slightly cryptic statement was forgotten. 

Years later the same Apter klezmer band was in their wagon on the way to a 

wedding when their horses started to gallop. The driver tried whatever he could but the 

horses kept flying ahead. The horses continued on and on until they reached Sassov, and 



stopped short where a large group had assembled. They asked people why the crowd is 

gathered and they were told, “Didn’t you hear? The Rebbe Reb Moshe Leib Sassover 

passed away and this is his funeral.” They heard the name and remembered the cryptic 

statement Rav Moshe Leib had made at that wedding of the daughter of the shamas of 

Apt years earlier. The band made their way to where the great rabbis had assembled and 

told them of their supernatural journey and of Rav Moshe’s wish years earlier to play the 

wedding niggun as he leaves this world. They decided, for the honor of the one who has 

passed away, to fulfill his wish and the band played a wedding tune at the funeral of Rav 

Moshe Leib of Sassov on the third of Shevat, 5567 (1807). 

 

Suffering in Silence 

              Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov liked to learn something about serving Hashem from 
everyone. He once claimed that he learned from a robber how to cope with the sufferings 
of exile. This is the story he told: 

              Rav Moshe Leib was walking from town to town collecting money for the wedding 
expenses of needy brides. He was taken by surprise when a band of robbers attacked him 
in the woods. The robbers surrounded him on all sides and were about to kill him, when 
their leader suddenly recognized Rav Moshe Leib. 

             "This is the holy Rebbe from Sassov!" he exclaimed. "I won't let anyone harm him!" 

             That same robber had once been a beggar. Together with a group of other poor 
men, he had come one day to the marketplace in the city of Brod. He was very hungry but 
had no idea how to find something to eat. Then one of his companions told him that Rav 
Moshe Leib gave out bread and borscht for free. The entire group went to the Rebbe's 
house, and Rav Moshe Leib lovingly doled out food and drink to each one, offering words 
of comfort to the poor people and refusing to take a penny from them 

              The one who later "rose" to become leader of a band of robbers remembered Rav 
Moshe Leib and the good deed he had done. 

              The robbers behaved respectfully toward the Sassover. "We have a Jewish boy 
with us who once learned Torah but is now a member of our gang," they told him. "Test 
him and see whether he remembers what he learned." 

              Rav Moshe Leib asked the youth a question of Talmud, but the young robber could 
not answer. Then the Rebbe asked a question on Chumash, but he could not answer that, 
either. When the robbers saw that their companion was failing his test, they condemned 
him to a hundred lashes "just for fun." 



              Rav Moshe Leib saw that the beating was nearly killing the silent youth. He 
begged the robbers to have mercy. The lashes stopped. 

              The robbers agreed to let the youth accompany Rav Moshe Leib to the next town. 
As they walked, Rav Moshe Leib tried to persuade the young man to turn his life around, 
and he succeeded in convincing him. 

               "Tell me," asked Rav Moshe Leib after a while; "how did you bear all those 
lashings without saying a word? Where did you find the strength to bear such suffering in 
silence?" 

                The young man answered, "We robbers are used to this. We beat each other 
cruelly in order to build up our strength so that, if we are ever caught by the police and 
tortured to reveal our secrets, we will be able to endure the pain in silence." 

               "And where does this strength come from?" Rav Moshe Leib persisted. 

               "I keep thinking that each lash is the last, and that after it will come relief. After 
all, a beating doesn't last forever." 

                Later, when Jews would come to the Sassover Rebbe pouring out their troubles, 
he would tell them, "Just imagine that your portion of suffering is full, and that tomorrow 
you will be free of it. After all, a beating doesn't last forever!" 

 

 
***** 

 

How Rav Moshe Leib Sassover Became a Chassid 

The Stuffed Lion and the Half Suit 

 

              The city of Brod was renowned for its Torah scholars, the most famous of whom 

was the sage Rav Moshe Leib. Like many of his colleagues at the time, he was wary of the 

new Chassidic movement that was then making inroads. 

              The sexton of Rav Moshe Leib's synagogue had a daughter who had been suffering 

for some time from a mysterious digestive disorder. When the sexton heard about the 

Chassidic rebbe, Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk, he decided to go to him to ask for a 

blessing for his daughter. The Rebbe gave him some food his wife had prepared, and 

instructed him to feed it to the girl. As soon as she tasted it her pains went away. 

The sexton was filled with wonder and appreciation. He was so impressed by what had 

happened that he decided to share the good news with Rav Moshe Leib. He urged him to 

go to Rebbe Reb Elimelech to see for himself. 

              At first Rav Moshe Leib was adamantly opposed to the plan, considering it a waste 

of time that could be better utilized studying Torah. "And besides," he countered, "you 

know I don't really believe in these newfangled wonder workers..." 



But the sexton was persistent. "On the contrary," he said. "You, as a rabbi, have an 

obligation to check him out for yourself. If you determine that Rebbe Reb Elimelech isn't 

a true tzaddik (righteous person), you can persuade people not to go to him. But if you 

find that he really is a holy man, you will have succeeded in dispelling a lot of false 

notions." 

In the end Rav Moshe Leib consented and traveled to Lizhensk. The whole way 

there he thought about what he would say to the Chassidic master, and composed various 

questions to test his scholarship and piety. 

Rav Moshe Leib arrived in Lizhensk on a Friday afternoon. He was surprised when 

he saw that Rebbe Reb Elimelech lived in a tiny little house - not the grand mansion that 

he had imagined. His surprise grew when he realized that Rebbe Reb Elimelech himself 

was standing on the threshold, waiting for him. The tzaddik extended his hand in 

greeting. 

"Come in, come in," he said to him warmly. "I've heard so much about you. They 

say that you're one of the most distinguished Torah scholars in all of Brod."  

"Therefore," Rebbe Reb Elimelech continued, "I'd like to tell you an interesting 

story." Rav Moshe Leib's face fell, but the tzaddik didn't seem to notice. 

"There was once a brave warrior who did battle with a ferocious lion and succeeded 

in slaying it. To commemorate his heroic deed, he skinned the animal and filled its hide 

with straw. He then placed the stuffed lion in front of his house so that everyone would 

know how strong and courageous he was. 

"When the rumor spread that there was a lion guarding his door, all the animals of 

the forest came to see for themselves. They stood at a distance, too fearful to approach. 

But there was once clever fox who quickly perceived that the lion wasn't moving. He crept 

closer, and with one paw swiped at the beast. When he saw that it wasn't alive, he tore the 

skin apart and the straw fell out. All the animals laughed and returned to the forest." 

Rav Moshe Leib looked at the tzaddik, not comprehending his meaning. Why had 

he made the long trip from Brod to Lizhensk? To hear animal stories? He couldn't believe 

that Rebbe Reb Elimelech had nothing more important to do on a Friday afternoon than 

tell tales. He was about to say good-bye and return to his inn when the tzaddik continued. 

"No, don't leave just yet. I have another story to tell you. 

"There was once a very poor man who had never in his life owned a new set of 

clothes. One day his luck changed, and he came into a large inheritance. The first thing 

he did was to summon a tailor and commission a fine new garment as befits a nobleman. 

The tailor measured the man from head to toe, and a few days later returned for the first 

fitting. 

"The man put on the half-completed suit as the tailor rearranged the pins and 

basting stitches and made little markings with chalk. Ignorant of the way a custom 

garment is made, the man assumed the tailor was mocking him and threw him out of the 

house, despite his protestations." 



That was the end of the story. Rav Moshe Leib, completely confused, went back to 

the inn to prepare for Shabbos. 

Then it hit him: Perhaps the tzaddik was talking about him with his strange tales? 

Maybe he was trying to tell him that he was only a "stuffed lion"? And like the poor man 

with the new set of clothes, could it be that he was only posturing as a nobleman? His 

whole life would have to be reconsidered... 

That evening in the synagogue Rav Moshe Leib studied the tzaddik in an entirely 

different way. He became an ardent disciple of Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk, and 

later a Chassidic master himself in the city of Sassov. 

***** 

Rav Yisroel of Pikov and Rav Moshe Leib Sassover's Journeys: 

Thirteen Reasons for Happiness 

 

              Rav Mordechai of Slonim told the following story: Once Rav Moshe Leib  

Sassover traveled together with Rav Yisroel of Pikov the son of Rav Levi  

Yitzchak of Berditchev to help raise money for redeeming captives. It was  

winter and bitter cold and as the sun set they went into an inn to spend the  

night. The room where their beds were prepared was old and run down. It's  

decrepit state included a cracked ceiling and peeling paint from the walls.  

When they stoked the stove to heat the miserable accommodations, snow and  

ice melted from the roof and dripped through the cracks in the ceiling onto  

their beds. Rav Yisroel of Pikov was especially distressed since he was  

unused to such bad conditions. 

In order to cheer him up the holy Rav Moshe Leib gave him thirteen reasons  

to rejoice and be happy. "Firstly, if you had an injury on your right side,  

you would not be able to lie on your right side. Secondly if you were  

injured on the left side you would not be able to lie on the left side  

either. Thirdly if you were injured on your back you would not be able to  

lie on your back." And so continued Rav Moshe Leib Sassover until, he had  

come up with thirteen reasons for Rav Yisroel to cheer up and be happy, and  

as he succeeded in making Rav Yisroel very happy until they both danced  

together due to their great joy! (Maamar Mordechai #2) 

 

Zechuso Yagein Aleinu 

May these tzaddikim’s merits protect us! 
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  )'בי 'בי( בלילה הזה והכתי כל בכור באר מצרי
' עברתי וגוו
And I will slay all the firstborns in the land of Egypt (12:12) 

 Rashi explains that any firstborn in Egypt died even if they were from a 

different nationality. Rashi then adds, that even Egyptian firstborns that were in 

other lands died during this plague as the passuk says (Tehillim 136:10), "...hit the 

Egyptians through their firstborns".  

 The Zera Shimshon asks on Rashi - why does Rashi have to bring the 

passuk that teaches that even Egyptian firstborns in other lands died, Rashi 

himself writes numerous times that he only explains the simple meaning of the 

passuk, which in this case would be to explain what the passuk means when it 

says the every firstborn in Egypt will (not only the Egyptian firstborns). This, 

Rashi explained in the first half of his comment and the passuk is clear without 

him having to add that Egyptian firstborns elsewhere also died? Apparently, it 

doesn't add to the simple understanding of the passuk. Why then does Rashi add 

it?  

 The Zera Shimshon explains Rashi intention as follows. 

 In the passuk above, Hashem says that He will kill all the firstborns in the 

land of Egypt. This implies than any firstborn in Egypt, regardless of his 

nationality, will perish. This could lead a skeptic to say that there was a disease 

that affected all firstborns in Egypt - the proof is that even firstborns of other 

nations that happened to be visiting Egypt at the time died. Thus, they would 

claim, it must not be a punishment aimed specifically at the Egyptians and was 

not an act of Hashem. (Although this may sound farfetched, we do find that Moshe Rabbeinu himself was very 

careful with his words so as not to leave the Egyptians room to say that even though the plague happened, it did not happen 

as he said it would etc.) 

 In other words, when reading this passuk by itself, we do not get the 

entire scope of the plague which would prove beyond doubt that even the plague 

in Egypt was indeed carried out by Hashem. 

 To show from the pessukim themselves that this in fact was the act of 

Hashem, Rashi brings a passuk that seemingly does not add to the 

understanding of the passuk. In reality however, this passuk is the one that 

informs us that even the plague in Egypt was brought by Hashem since the 

second passuk tells how all Egyptian firstborns around the world died. This 

clearly proves that Hashem was behind the plague even in Egypt. 

 The Zera Shimshon asks - why did Hashem have to kill the foreign 

firstborns in Egypt. Had He only the Egyptian firstborns in Egypt it would have 

been clear beyond a doubt that Hashem brought about this plague. Why then did 

Hashem kill all the firstborns in Egypt which lead to the necessity to kill all 

Egyptian firstborns around the world to quiet the skeptics? 

 The answer, says the Zera Shimshon, is simple; Hashem wanted it to be 

clear in the land of Egypt that the Jewish people and only the Jewish people, are 

the chosen people and therefore only they were spared. 

  ל זכותו יגל עלינו ועל כל ישראל אמ�"משה זצ' ישעיה ב� ר' לזכר ולעילוי נשמת ר
ר נחו
 צבי ב� רחל"להצלחת הג     להצלחת החפ בעילו
 שמו שיזכו בניו ובנותיו לזיווג
 בקרוב  
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ShimshonShimshonShimshonShimshon 
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The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 יה"ר שזכות רבינו הזרע שמשו� זיע"א יעמוד 
 פרנסה ברווח

 יהודה ב� שרה שיינדל
 שאול יחזקאל ב� שרה שיינדל

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 דניאלה אסתר בת מרי� יוטא
 לזכר נשמת
בנימי�' ריעקב יצחק ב�   

 


