
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Izhbitzer taught that before the Divine Will 

to liberate is at hand a person remains blind, 

deaf and dumb to his own need for deliverance. 

The person cannot see his deficiencies and has 

no idea as to what he is lacking. However, once 

there is a Divine Will to liberate, It allows the 

one in need of deliverance to see the root cause 

of his deficiencies and proffers him the capacity 

to pray and cry-out for salvation.  Next, the one 

in need of deliverance begins to bluster and 

create a prayerful ruckus to HaShem. Then, 

HaShem shines his chessed- loving-kindness and 

the actual salvation transpires. 

 

This is what the psalmist, King Dovid, meant 

when he wrote said “ … who has not removed 

my prayer, nor His loving-kindness from me.”  

Even though the prayer is “mine” it is HaShem 

who implants the desire to utter it in my heart, 

He could remove it — but He chooses not to.  
 

A long time then passed and the king of Egypt died. The 

children-of-Israel groaned (due to) [from] their slavery 

and they cried out; and their supplications ascended to 

G-d from [amidst] the slavery.  

-Shemos 2:23 

 

If one wanted to create a timeline charting the 

Geulah-salvation from Galus Mitzrayim-the 

Egyptian exile, the split second of this collective 

national groan would be the starting point of the 

timeline.  Before that moment they had no 

impetus, no drive to pray and call out to G-d. 

When the Divine Will decreed that the time for  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geulah had come, HaShem stimulated their 

desire to be extricated from Galus and the will to 

pray for this salvation.  For the naissance of 

every salvation is the desire for salvation. 

 

The Izhbitzer’s elder son, the Bais Yaakov, 

develops this concept further: The period of 

nocturnal darkness that is most intense and 

most concealing is the one directly preceding the 

dawning of the light. Our sages refer to this as 

 the starless morning gloom, and–קדרותא דצפרא

use it as a metaphor for the intensification of 

Jewish suffering. “A man and his young son 

were wandering on the seemingly interminable 

road and the boy began despairing of ever 

returning to civilization. ‘Father’ he asked 

‘Where is the city?’ The man responded ‘Son, 

when we pass a graveyard that will be the sure 

sign that a city is not far off.‘  Similarly the 

prophet told K’lal Yisrael–the Jewish People ‘If 

you are swamped by travails you will be 

redeemed immediately — HaShem will respond 

on the day of your suffering’ ” (Yalkut Shimoni 

Tehillim 20:580) 

 

When the new king ramped up the sadistic 

slave-labor he had overplayed his hand.  

Somehow, the human capacity for adaptation to 

trying circumstances had allowed K’lal Yisrael to 

endure the slavery up until that point. They had 

grown inured and insensitive to the agonies and 

the indignities that their taskmasters heaped 

upon them.  But when the oppression intensified  
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         Blessed is Elokim, who has not removed my prayer, or His loving-kindness from me.  

-Tehillim 66:20 
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they finally sensed their own innate freedom 

and free men cannot tolerate being enslaved. 

They felt the pain and suffering of their slavery 

and began to sniff the sweet aroma of liberation. 

When it hurts, one groans and screams; –   ויזעקו 

“and they cried out.”  

 

It wasn’t so much that the liberation was a 

response to the crying out, as the crying out was 

a reaction to the liberation process that had 

begun internally. By implementing the Geulah 

from the inside out it was, in fact, HaShem who 

gave them the drive to cry out.  This is the 

meaning of the pasuk “HaShem, You have heard 

the yearning of the humble: You will prime their 

heart, Your Ear will be attentive” (Tehillim10:17).  

Once the human heart is primed for prayer that 

is the sure sign that the Divine Ear has already 

been attentive to the distress and taken the 

initial steps towards ending it. HaShem 

develops Geulah gradually until it is actualized. 

It begins with the end of endurance of Galus and 

the capacity to feel the pain, progresses to hope 

and the conviction that HaShem can help, 

flowers into crying out in prayer and culminates 

in the actual Geulah. 

 

The Bais Yaakov adds an etymological insight: 

two nearly synonymous words in lashon kodesh-

the holy tongue mean “to cry out”, זעקה-zeakah 

(beginning with the letter zayin) and צעקה -

tzeakah (beginning with the letter tzadee). Tzeakah 

is the verb employed when things are hopeless 

and the path to salvation is completely 

obscured. As that pasuk says “This case is 

identical to a man rising up against his neighbor 

and murdering him. After all, she was assaulted 

in the field, even if the betrothed girl had cried 

out (צעקה beginning with a tzadee) there would 

have been no one to come to her aid and save 

her (literally: she would have had no savior.)” 

(Devarim 22:26, 27)  

 

Whereas zeakah is the verb employed when 

things are no longer hopeless and the salvation  

begins to become palpable. This type of “crying 

out” takes place when, sensing the possibility of 

salvation, one begins marshalling and 

concentrating all of his faculties towards the 

achievement of this goal, evoking a 

corresponding Divine response.  At its root the 

verb zeakah means to coalesce and band together 

as in ת ת-ִאיש-יְהּוָדה ְשֹלשֶׁ ל-ֲעָמָשא, ַהזְעֶׁק-ִלי אֶׁ לְֶׁך אֶׁ ר ַהמֶׁ ֹּאמֶׁ  ַוי

ֹּד ֹּה ֲעמ  :And the king said to Amasha“ יִָמים; ְוַאָתה, פ

muster the men of Judah together for me within 

three days, and you be present here.”  It is this 

latter verb that connotes hope and faith in the 

salvation, which our pasuk uses to describe the 

crying-out;  ָֹּדה, ַויִ זְָעקּו  The - ַויֵָאנְחּו ְבנֵי-יְִשָרֵאל ִמן-ָהֲעב

children-of-Israel groaned due to their slavery 

and they cried out. 

 

The first of the four famous expressions of 

Geulah (Shemos 6:6) is typically translated as 

“and I will bring you out from under the 

burdens of the Egyptians.” But the first Gerrer 

Rebbe, the Chidushei haRi”m  reads it in a way 

that resonates with the Izhbitzer’s  fixing the 

split second of this collective national groan as 

the starting point of the Geulah from Galus 

Mitzrayim. The Ri”m renders the first 

expression of Geulah as “and I will extricate 

you from your patience (savlanus), from your 

capacity to bear it [Galus Mitzrayim] anymore” 

for the redemptive process cannot begin as long 

as the exile can be tolerated.  Only after the Bnei 

Yisrael can no longer bear it and are disgusted 

by it, can the Galus be liquidated.  Getting in 

touch with their inner freeman, they must first 

grow furiously offended about the affront to 

their dignity — the insult, more than the injury, 

of slavery.  

 

Hashem doesn’t take the slaves out of slavery 

until he takes the slavery out of the slaves. 
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