
Parshas Eikev – מה ה' שואל מעמך כי אם ליראה אותי 

All Hashem asks of us, is to have יראה for Him. Is that so? Doesn’t the Torah continue to 

enumerate a heavy charge of expectations after ללכת בכל דרכיו, לאהבה אותו, לעבד את ה' בכל  ?יראה

מצות ה' לב ובכל נפש, לשמר את . This isn’t כי אם ליראה, just to have יראה. This is a wide range of high 

goals and expectations.  

When we will begin saying לדוד ה' אורי in a couple of weeks, we will see that Dovid HaMelech 

expressed himself in a similar fashion. 'אחת שאלתי מאת ה – All I want is this one thing.  שבתי בבית

 and so on. The Medrash says that ולבקר בהיכלו, לחזות בנועם ה', כי יצפנני Then, Dovid adds .ה'

Hakodosh Baruch Hu chided Dovid. First you say you have only one request, then you add all 

these others. Dovid replied that he learned from Hashem. At first You called on us, כי אם ליראה. 

Then, you began listing many more requirements. 

R’ Shimon Schwab, zt”l explained that the Torah is teaching that the one goal of כי אם ליראה, is 

fulfilled in every area of Avodas Hashem and daily life. יראה is not a one-time Mitzvah or an 

isolated observance. Everything that we do to serve Hashem and attend to our daily needs, should 

have an element of ללכת בכל דרכיו .כי אם ליראה with לאהבה אותו .יראה with לעבד את ה' .יראה with 

את מצות ה'לשמר  .יראה  with יראה. Dovid Hamelech, likewise, beseeches the Eibishter to be always 

in His house – wherever he may be and whatever may be his circumstances. When sequestered 

in the Bais HaMedrash, when seeking shelter from his enemies or when offering י תודהזבח  for his 

victories, Dovid’s most fervent wish was to remain “Liggen in Ler-nen”, never to lose his 

connection to Torah HaKedosha and to keep his place 'בבית ה. When facing fearsome enemies 

or when davening Mincha and everything in between, Dovid asked for the Siyata Dishmaya to 

“keep his finger on the place”. 

Where is יראה today? The awe and respect that people of higher station once engendered, is all 

but gone. We have learned that to be seen as a success, we must carry ourselves with coolness 

and confidence. To humble yourself in acknowledgement of a superior, is seen as a sign of 

weakness and small-mindedness. We can barely comprehend how people in earlier generations 

would nearly faint and become paralyzed with fear, when they stood before Gedolai Yisroel or 

royalty, L’havdil. R’ Avigdor Miller zt”l once said that respect for high office died, when the New 

York Times displayed a front page picture of then President Lyndon B Johnson, showing off the 

scar from his appendix surgery to the press. 

Can we even begin to fathom the experience of approaching Har HaBayis and the Makom 

HaMikdash, הר ה' יראה - the source of all יראה? The only vestige of these encounters and 

experiences of יראה today, remains in our בתי כנסיות and בתי מדרשות. Our Shuls and Yeshivos 

remain the last bastion of 'יראת ה, from which can radiate the כי אם ליראה in all our endeavors. We 

can suggest a correlation in the overall attitude and approach towards Avodas Hashem and Yiras 

Shomayim, between those who make the effort to show כבוד בית הכנסת and כבוד התפילה and those 

who spend their time in Shul with a more casual demeanor. Where there is יראה in Tefilla, there 

is most likely vestiges of that כי אם ליראה, in all aspects of that person’s life.  

When the Chazon Ish zt”l was making his way through the streets of the Old City, enroute to the 

Kosel, his entourage observed how he began visibly trembling. When they were but moments 



from reaching the Kosel, he stood frozen in his tracks. I cannot go on, he exclaimed. It’s just too 

much. I am not prepared for this. The idea that he was about to stand at the foot of הר המוריה was 

too overwhelming for him. When Rav Avrohom Pam zt”l visited Eretz Yisroel for the first and only 

time in his life, a well-meaning Talmid suggested that the Rosh Yeshiva would enjoy the 

experience of Kabbolas Shabbos at the Kosel. Who could disagree with that notion? It is beautiful, 

inspiring and uplifting. Yet, Rav Pam was appalled by what he saw and heard. It was a Matzav. 

A social scene of epic proportions. Visitors were enthusiastically greeting each other, comparing 

notes about their travel experiences and thrilling in the opportunity to meet at the Kosel. All this, 

while Yidden were standing in this hallowed place, where the thrill should have been exclusively 

for the chance to stand before the Shechina.  

Rav Pam only sat at the Mizrach of Torah Vodaas’ Beis Hamedrash on Rosh HaShana and Yom 

Kippur. The rest of the year, he sat with everyone else in the middle. In all the years that I had the 

Zechus of davening with him, I never saw him engage in any other activity besides Tefilla and 

 between Aliyos, or even by parts of Davening where it ,חזרת הש"ץ Whether it was .כבוד בית הכנסת

doesn’t say that you cannot engage in conversation, like Kabbolas Shabbos or when Keil Molay 

is being said, Rav Pam and all who learned from his example, maintained יראה and כבוד, with 

reverence. ב"ה, this is true of many מקומות התפילה, where the dignity and sanctity of Tefilah is 

respected. 

 ,קובע מקום Fortunate are those who know how to sit appropriately in Shul. Being .אשרי יושבי ביתך

is not just about where you sit. It is also about maintaining a קביעות in your focus on Tefilla with 

ללכת  Let us join with these Gedolim of Yiras Shomayim and all those who strive .כבוד and יראה

לאהבה אותו, לעבד את ה' בכל לב ובכל נפש, ולשמר את מצות ה'בכל דרכיו,  . Join the effort to focus on 

closeness to the Eibishter and distance yourself from distraction. Liberate yourself from the 

constant contact and demand for attention. Leave your phone at home, in your car or place of 

work, when you go to Daven. Direct your heart and soul with כבוד and יראה, to connect with The 

Source of כל טוב, ברכה והצלחה. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 

 ,Dedicated in memory of my beloved Father-in-Law, R’ Moshe Pomerantz – לע"נ ר' משה בן ר' מנחם

 who ירא שמים A Talmid of R’ Moshe Feinstein, zt”l. He never stopped learning. A sincere .ע"ה

davened with extraordinary כבוד התפילה and כבוד בית הכנסת. Above all, he truly fulfilled  והלכת

 .יהי זכרו ברוך .to everyone he met סבר פנים יפות with friendliness and ,בדרכיו
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Perseids Meteor Shower. The Perseids is one of the best meteor showers to observe, producing 

up to 80 meteors per hour at its peak. It is produced by comet Swift-Tuttle, which was discovered 

in 1862. The Perseids are famous for producing a large number of bright meteors. The shower 

runs annually from July 17 to August 24. It peaks this year on the night of August 12. Best viewing 

will be from a dark location after midnight or towards dawn, although the three-quarter Moon may 

block some viewing with its brightness. Meteors will radiate from the constellation Perseus, but 



can appear anywhere in the sky, along with some spectacular fireballs cooking off the comet’s 

tail. 

 

Sunday, Parshas Ri’eih – 21 Menachem Av 

40 Days to Rosh HaShana 

Rav Chaim Soleveitchik of Volozhin and Brisk (1918). Son of the Beis Halevi, Rav Yosef Dov 

Soleveitchik, Rav Chaim was born in Volozhin, but moved with his family 

to Slutzk while still quite young, when his father became Rav of the city. 

When Rav Chaim was 20, he married Lifsha, the daughter of Rav Raphael 

Shapira, the son-in-law of the Netziv. Since Rav Raphael was a rosh 

mesivta in Volozhin, Rav Chaim moved there. When Rav Raphael moved 

away, Rav Chaim took the post of rosh mesivta. Volozhin in 1880. In 1892, 

following the closing of the Volozhin yeshivah, Rav Chaim moved to Brisk 

where he succeeded his father as the community Rav. Rav Chaim is buried 

next to the Netziv in the Jewish cemetery in Warsaw. His oldest son was 

Rav Moshe, who was the father of Rav Yosef Dov and Rav Ahron 

Soleveitchik. His other famous son was Rav Yitzchak Zev (the “GRIZ”), also known as Reb Velvel, 

the Brisker Rav of Yerushalayim. 

Rav Aharon Rokeach, fourth generation Belzer Rebbe (1957). After a daring and miraculous 

escape from the Nazis he made aliyah in 1944, establishing his court in 

Tel Aviv. The current Belzer Rebbe is his nephew.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Parshas Ri’eih – 23 Menachem Av 

 Chacham Dovid Sutton Dabbah (1949). Born and raised in Aleppo, Syria, he married in 1910, 

and was asked to serve as the Rav of Killis, Turkey, near the Syrian 

border. He returned to Syria in 1916, but his wife died at the age of 25 

one year later. He remarried in 1918, and left for Yerushalayim in 1924, 

as daily life for Jews in Syria became quite difficult. Settling in the 

Bucharim neighborhood, he studied at the Yeshiva Porat Yosef. Several 

years later, he traveled to Argentina, hoping to raise funds for the Jews 

of Yerushalayim. Shortly after his arrival, the leader of the Syrian 

community in Argentina, Rav Shaul Sutton, was niftar, and Rav Dovid 

was asked to succeed him. He became Rav and Av Beis Din of Buenos 

Aires and authored Yaaleh Hadas, chidushim on gittin and mishpatei beis din. 

 



 Rav Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky, the Steipler Gaon, author of Kehillas Yaakov (1985). His 

father, Reb Chaim Peretz, was a shochet in Horensteipel. When R’ 

Chaim Peretz was 60 years old, his wife died, leaving him with three 

daughters. He asked his rebbe, Rav Mordechai Dov, the son-in-law of 

Rav Chaim Sanzer, whether he should remarry. On the latter’s 

recommendation, he married a young woman, and he fathered three 

sons. The oldest was Rav Yaakov Yisrael. At the age of 11, Rav Yaakov 

Yisrael was recruited to learn with Rav Yosef Yosel Hurvitz at 

Novardock. At 19, he was sent by the Alter of Novardock to head a 

yeshiva at Rogatshov. After a stint in the Russian army, he was 

appointed rosh yeshiva of Novardock at Pinsk. The Chazon Ish saught 

him as a husband for his sister. He authored many works, most notably 

Kehillas Yaakov. His son, Rav Chaim Kanievsky, is a leading Torah authority in Yisrael.  
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