
Parshas Devorim, Shabbos Chazon - ?אינכם מאמינים בה' אלקיכם 

 שישו כל המתאבלים עליה

Although the study of Torah is forbidden on Tisha B’Av, there are numerous Seforim and topics 

that are fitting for a period of mourning. Amongst them is the Sefer of Iyov or Job. The travail of 

Iyov and the quandary of the suffering of the righteous, is an appropriate study at a time when we 

are faced with our own misery and seem to be distanced from Hashem and His loving, protective 

hand. Iyov was plunged from the heights of success and good fortune to the depths of tragic loss, 

sorrow and suffering. He lost everything he owned, mourned the untimely loss of his wife, and 

then stood by helplessly as each of his beautiful sons and daughters met tragic deaths. He himself 

suffered with a painful affliction that left him wracked with pain and constant discomfort.  

At first, Iyov wallowed in his wretchedness and floundered in his gloomy existence. Then, little by 

little, he pulled himself together and reset his spiritual compass. He was reminded that man’s 

fortune is in the hands of the Merciful Creator. That there is never a situation that is too hopeless. 

That our fate and Mazel can always be turned around for the better. Indeed, Iyov rebuilt his life, 

was restored to a life of fame and affluence, and flourished with his beautiful, new family. 

The most important point in this Sefer, is right in the beginning. The Sefer starts off with a 

description of how the Ribono shel Olam directed the turning of Iyov’s wheel of fortune in order to 

challenge him to remain strong in his Ahavas Hashem, despite Hashem seemingly having allowed 

Iyov to just fall off a cliff. Certainly at such a time, the low point of the year, when we focus on the 

Churban and הסתרת פנים of this endless Galus and all the communal and individual Tzarus that 

Yidden face, this is a lesson that deserves our contemplation. Even if everything seems perfect, 

we can never forget that “perfect” can never be in our vocabulary, till the Bais HaMikdash is risen 

from the ashes and the Shechina is no longer in Galus. We pause in our joy, as a Choson breaks 

the glass. We leave our new home just that much not completed. ונעלה את ירושלים על ראש שמחתנו. 

We also need to be reminded that no matter how low and how terrible, the Eibishter is in control 

of it all.  

When R’ Shlomo Brevda, zt”l, as a young man, decided to leave the United States and immerse 

himself in the pure Torah environment of Eretz Yisroel, he sought out the Brochos of the Gedolai 

Yisroel of that era. He also wished for the Brocho of a chimney sweep. This fellow had not always 

been cleaning chimneys. There was a time that he was one of the richest and most successful 

men in America. He had no background in Yiddishkeit though. He was woefully unaware of the 

rich heritage of his people. However, there was a point when he became aware and even excited 

about Torah and a Torah way of life. He developed a tremendous respect for Talmidei Chachomim 

and Bnai Torah. Unfortunately, it seemed that the more he followed this new path in life, he 

became less assured of the overwhelming success he used to have. It came to a point where he 

went bankrupt and became completely broke. He didn’t lose heart though. He remained steadfast 

in his newfound love for Torah and Mitzvos. His greatest hope was to see his daughter, also a 

Baalas Teshuvah of superlative Midos and Yiras Shomayim, married to a Ben Torah. Tragically, 

that was not meant to be. She lost her way one day, while walking in a field, and ended up on 

some railroad tracks. Before she realized, a train suddenly turned the corner and struck her, killing 



her instantly. Even after this horrible loss, this Yid did not waver in his commitment to Torah and 

Ahavas Hashem.  

This is why Rav Brevda sought his Brocho and this is what this modern-day Iyov told the budding, 

future Gadol. There are times that a person feels an incredible closeness to Hashem. He does 

Mitzvos בכל לבבו and with tremendous חשק. Yet, for some reason, it appears as if the Ribono shel 

Olam has turned His back on him. Wherever he goes and whatever he does, he always seems 

to fail. Right when he is making every effort to better himself and make every sacrifice for the 

Eibishter, he senses a widening void has opened up, where he should have felt that the Eibishter 

is there for him. What could be more difficult and disheartening than that? However, you should 

know that if that Yid will remain strong in his בטחון that Hashem will never leave him or reject him, 

refusing to be מיאש, clinging to the hope for 'ישועת ה and remaining dedicated to His Avodah and 

Mitzvos; If he will understand that these are all trials to test his resolve to retain that special 

closeness – he will be filled with an awesome sense of boundless, indescribable joy, even before 

he experiences any ישועה.  This Yid had experienced that ecstasy and he never gave up. 

How can those who truly mourn the Churban, go on with their lives as if all is good? It is because 

they know the beginning of the story - Hashem was always and will always be there. He never 

gave up on us and we will never be מיאש from Him. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos. בנחמת ציון וירושלים, yk 

L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Thursday, Parshas Chazon - 4 Menachem Av 

Rav Benzion Halberstam of Bobov, Hy”d (1874-1942). Born in Bokovosk, Galicia , to Rav 

Shlomo Halberstam, a grandson of Rav Chaim of Sanz. In 1893, Rav 

Shlomo moved to Bobov and appointed his son, Rav Benzion Rav of the 

town. His father’s work at working with youth was sadly cut short when he 

died suddenly in 1905, at the age of 58. On the following Shabbos, Rav 

Shlomo’s brothers appointed Rav Benzion the Bobover Rebbe. He 

followed in his father’s footsteps by focusing on the youth. He was 

murdered with 20,000 Jews after being forced to dig a mass grave in a 

forest outside of Lvov (Lemberg). Rav Benzion was survived by two sons 

– Rav Shlomo Halberstam, the Bobover Rebbe (d. 2000), and Rav Yechezkel Dovid (d. 1978), 

as well as 7 daughters, the oldest of whom was Devora Leah Twerski, of Milwaukee.  

 

Erev Shabbos Chazon -  5 Menachem Av 

Rav Yitzchak Luria Ashkenazi from Tzefas, the Arizal (1534-1572), born in Jerusalem, son of 

Rav Shlomo Luria Ashkenazi, who is believed to be descended from Rav Yechiel Luria, Av Beis 

Din of Brisk and author of Chochmas Shlomo on Shas and the Yad Shel Shlomo. His father 

passed away shortly after his birth, and Rav Klominus taught him. He and his family moved to 

Egypt when Ran Klominus died. There he learned with Rav Dovid ben Zimra, the Radvaz from 

age 14. Among the other talmidim was Rav Betzaelel Ashkenazi, author of Shita Mekubetzes. He 

moved to Tzefas at age 36, in the same year that the Ramak, Rav Moshe Cordovero, was niftar. 

He was niftar two years later.  



 

Rav Gedalyah Chiyun (1750). Born in Turkey, he founded the Yeshivas Beis Kel (in 1732), which 

studied Kaballah according to the approach of the ARI. His teacher was the great mekubal, Rav 

Chaim Alfandari. His greatest student was Rav Shalom Sharabi (Rashash) of Yemen. (5 Av, 

according to Yated 2007) 

 

Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzensky of Vilna (1863-1940). Born in Ivye, a small town near Vilna where 

his father ( a talmid of Rav Yisrael Salanter) was Rav for forty years, 

preceded by his grandfather who had also served as Rav there for forty 

years, Rav Chaim Ozer was gifted with an infallible memory - never 

experiencing "forgetting," as he himself remarked, until his old age. At 15 

years of age, he went to the yeshiva of Volozhin and was immediately 

accepted in Reb Chaim Brisker's select group. He married the daughter of 

the Vilna dayan, Reb Lazer, son-in-law of Reb Yisrael Salanter at the age 

of 20. Two years later, his father-in-law died, and he took the position of 

dayan in Vilna, and over the next 55 years, he became the unofficial Rav of Vilna. His only child, 

a girl of seventeen, became ill, was bedridden for three years, and died at twenty. Reb Chaim 

Ozer was one of the founders of Agudath Israel and the pillar of the movement throughout his life. 

He authored Sheilos Utshuvos Achiezer. With his petira, the Jewish people lost three giants in 10 

months: Rav Shimon Shkop, Rosh Yeshiva in Telshe for 25 years, and in Grodno (9 Cheshvan), 

and Rav Baruch Ber Levovitz of Kamenitz (5 Kislev)  

 

Rav Binyomin Paler (1908-2000), a talmid muvhak of the Brisker Rav, Rav Yitzchak Zev HaLevi 

Soloveitchik. His mother was a direct descendent of the Rema. Born in 

Brisk, Rav Binyomin studied in Toras Chessed of Rav Moshe Sokolovski, 

author of the Imrei Moshe. In 1931, he transferred to the yeshiva of Rav 

Velvel Soloveitchik, the Rav of Brisk. He traveled with the Mir yeshiva to 

Shanghai, where he drew close to the mashgiach, Rav Yechezkel 

Levenstein. After the war, he arrived in the United Sates and founded the 

Beis HaTalmud yeshiva in Brooklyn. Soon afterward he married the 

daughter of Rav Shmuel Ehrenfeld of Mattersdorf. In 1967, he founded the Mekor Chaim yeshiva, 

where he taught for over thirty years.  

 

Sunday, Shabbos Nachamu- Zayin Av 

After three weeks of battle within the city of Yerushalayim, enemy forces breached the defenses 

of Har HaBayis and took control of the Bais HaMikdash precincts.  

The Jewish Ghetto of Seville was attacked by a bloodthirsty mob led by Archbishop Fernando 

Martinique. Four thousand Yidden perished. (1391) 

Moshe ben Amram Greenwald (or Grunwald) of Chust, the Arugas Habosem (1915). A 

disciple of Rebbe Shiyaleh Rokeach of Belz. His son, Rav Yaakov Yechezkiya, became the Pupa 

Rebbe. 

Don Yosef Hanasi 



Rav Shalom Noach Brazovsky, the Slonimer Rebbe (1911-2000). Born in Baranovich (today 

in Belarus), where his father, Rav Moshe Avraham, was the Rosh Hakahal. 

Baranovich was the home of the Slonimer Rebbe, Rav Avraham Weinberg, 

and his yeshiva, Toras Chessed. (Rav Weinberg, known as the "Bais 

Avraham," was a great-grandson and namesake of the first Slonimer 

Rebbe, known as the "Yesod Ha'avodah." Rav Brazovsky's mother was a 

granddaughter of Rav Hillel, a brother of the "Yesod Ha'avodah.") The future 

Rav Brazovsky studied in Yeshivas Toras Chessed under its rosh yeshiva, 

Rav Avraham Shmuel Hirshovitz (a grandson of Rav Eliezer Gordon of Telz), and its mashgiach, 

Rav Moshe Midner (a grandson of the "Yesod Ha'avodah" and a student of Rav Chaim "Brisker" 

Soloveitchik). He thus absorbed Talmudic studies in the Lithuanian style with traditional chassidic 

teachings. Shortly before his own passing in 1933, the Bais Avraham recommended to his cousin, 

Rav Avraham Weinberg of Teveryah that he take Rav Brazovsky as a son-in-law. (Rav Avraham's 

brother was the father of Rav Yaakov Weinberg, the late rosh yeshiva of Ner Israel, and Rav 

Noach Weinberg, founder of Aish Hatorah.) On Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan, 1941, Rav Brazovsky 

opened the Slonimer yeshiva in Yerushalayim. With the exception of the Yesod Ha'avodah, none 

of the Slonimer Rebbes or their predecessors, the rebbes of Lechovitch and Kobrin, committed 

their teachings to writing. As part of his effort to rejuvenate Slonimer chassidus, Rav Brazovsky 

was responsible for collecting the oral traditions ascribed to these leaders in works such as Divrei 

Shmuel and Toras Avos. Rav Brazovsky also authored many volumes of his own teachings, 

including the seven-volume Nesivos Shalom. Rav Brazovsky served as the Slonimer Rebbe from 

his father-in- law's death in 1981.  

 

Monday, Shabbos Nachamu, Erev Tisha B’Av - 8 Av 

Rav Shimon Agasi was born in Baghdad (1852-1914). His family originated in Persia. In Persian, 

his name Agasi, means "commissioner," a position some of his forebears, 

who were very wealthy and influential, had occupied in their native land. At 

the age of eleven, Shimon began to study in Baghdad's Medrash Talmud 

Torah, founded by Rav Abdallah Somech. It developed rapidly to become 

the top Torah institution in the city, where over three thousand students 

studied free-of-charge. Among those who learned there were Rav Eliyahu 

Mani (the chief rav of Chevron), the Ben Ish Chai and Rav Salman Mutzafi. 

In 1865, a man, named Yitzchak Luria, came to Baghdad and attempted to open an Alliance 

school, which offered secular studies and tried to modernize the lifestyles of its students. 

However, Baghdad's sages placed a cheirem on the school and thwarted his efforts. From 

Medrash Talmud Torah, Rav Shimon proceeded to its adult division, Beit Zilcha, where he 

became one of its finest students. His main mentors in Beit Zilcha were Rav Abdallah Somech's 

two best students, Rav Shmuel Majled and Rav Nissim HaLevi. At the age of 17, Rav Shimon 

began to study Kabbalah from Rav Chaim Vital's Eitz Chaim. A number of years later, he joined 

the Chacham Yitzchak yeshivah, founded by Rav Yitzchak Berabi Mordechai Sasson, another of 

Baghdad's great sages. Among its illustrious students were Rav Yehuda Petaya, Rav Dovid Sofer, 

Rav Rafael Shlomo Laniado, Rav Nissim Kadouri and Rav Yitzchak Nissim. Rav Agasi was the 

author of Shem MiShimon. 



Rav Meilech Silber, menahel of the Yeshiva of Eastern Parkway (1970). Born in Nuremberg, 

Germany, his lifetime of serving his fellow Jews began at the 

age of 7: Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Klein, leader of the Adas 

Yisroel community in Nuremberg, would send him on secret 

missions in the early morning hours, going to the houses of 

poor families, leaving an envelope full of money on the step, 

knocking on the door, and then running away as fast as he 

could. With the advent of World War II, the Silber family 

moved to America, settling in the Bronx. He learned at 

different periods in RJJ, Torah Vodaas and Yeshivas 

Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin. He also served as National Director 

of Pirchei Agudas Yisroel, as well as Head Counselor of Camp Agudah. In 1946, Reb Meilech 

was sent by Rav Hutner to a new yeshiva in the Crown Heights neighborhood which was 

searching for a principal. At the time, the yeshiva consisted of 10 kindergartners, two teachers 

and, now, a principal. From this humble beginning grew the renowned Yeshiva of Eastern 

Parkway. Throughout the next 25 years, Reb Meilech built the yeshiva into a dynamic force in 

Torah education. Today, Yeshiva Zichron Meilech, under the leadership of Rav Chaim Leib 

Epstein, zt”l, takes its name from Reb Meilech and strives to continue in his path. 
(Photo –R’ Meilech presenting a seder plate to Gil Hodges, with Art Shamsky and Eugene Gold, Brooklyn DA. May 1969, after the 

Mets donated $500 to help the Yeshiva rebuild after a devastating arson attack. The Mets began an amazing winning streak after that, 

all the way to the World Series!) 

 

Tuesday, Tisha B’Av -9 Av 

Yaakov Avinu wrestles with the Malach HaSatan, Sar shel Eisav (Zohar HaKadosh) 

Yirmiyahu HaNavi is born, eventually cursing his day of birth for all the tragadies that occurred. 

Expulsion of four thousand Jews from England ordered and confiscation of all their possessions. 

(1290) 

Spanish Expulsion went into effect as Christopher Columbus sets sail to discover America as 

noted in his ship’s log. (1492) 

Chozeh of Lublin,Rav Yaakov Yitzchak HaLevi Horowitz (1754-1815), 8th generation from the 

Shelah HaKodesh; student of Reb Shmelke at Nikolsurg and Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk. A 

controversial figure in his time, he assured his Talmidim that when he would be Niftar, all Yidden 

– even his detractors - would fast and be in Aveilus! 

Outbreak of WW I (1914) 

 

Wednesday, Parshas Nachamu-10 Av  

Yissachor ben Yaakov Avinu (1564 BCE) 

Expulsion of all Jews from France by King Phillip IV (1306) 

Expulsion of all Jews from Portugal (1498) 

Rav Don Yitzchak Abarbanel (1437-1508). Abarbanel was born in Lisbon, Portugal, to an 

illustrious Sephardic family which traced its lineage back to Dovid Hamelech. His grandfather, 

Rav Shmuel, escaped from Seville, Spain, when the Catholics destroyed the Jewish quarter, 

murdering many Jews. When Rav Yitzchak was only 20, he completed his first book, Ateres 

Zekeinim, and began to work on his famous commentary on the Torah. In the Summer of 1471, 

following the victory of King Alfonso V over Morocco, an emissary of the Moroccan Jewish 



community, Emmanuel ben Yitzchak, approached Don Yitzchak Abarbanel with a plea to assist 

in the ransom of 250 Jewish would-be slaves. The Abarbanel was not only successful, he added 

his own funds to supply food and medicine. Abarbanel served as treasurer to King Alfonso until 

he was forced to move to Castile (Spain) and eventually entered the service of Ferdinand and 

Isabella in 1484. In March 1492, an edict was issued expelling the Jews from Spain, after the 

conquest of Granada. Despite his political influence he was unable to prevent the expulsion in 

1492 and refused the king’s offer to remain at his post, choosing instead to throw in his lot with 

his people. On Tisha B’Av, he led 300,000 Jews out of the country. Only 10% reached safe 

shores. Rav Yitzchak found asylum in Naples, where he remained for seven years, until the 

French invaded. He then fled to Corfu and finally – in 1503 - to Venice, where he died. Most of 

his writings were composed in his later years when he was free of governmental responsibilities.  
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