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In our parsha, Meforshim explain that Hashem commands each member of B’nei Yisroel to donate a half instead of a whole 
shekel to accentuate that the tzibur, which exists in a new exalted category, requires the combined efforts of yichidim to 
be successful. This principle is echoed in family dynamics as a well. The family unit is qualitatively different than the 
parents and children that comprise it. However, parental-children relationships determine the effectiveness of the family 
operation.  What factors in this relationship particularly strengthen the family unit? Let’s first digress to two relevant divrei 
Torah.  
 
Hashem instructed Moshe to appoint Ahaliav from shevet Don, the tribe of the lowest stature, to be Betzlalel’s assistant. 
Hashem wanted to teach that B’nei Yisroel, regardless of their status, are all equal in Hashem’s Eyes and are judged by Him 
according to the purity their hearts. (Shemos Rabbah 40). The Gemarah expresses this foundation as רחמנא ליבא בעי (The 
Merciful One desires your heart) 
 
Secondly, the ketores, described in this week’s parsha, was considered by Hashem as the most beloved of the offerings. All 
the other korbanos atone for certain transgressions, whereas the ketores was commanded to bring joy and happiness. 
(MidrashTanchuma 15 Parshas Ki Sisa)    
 
We can proceed to answer the original question. The extent in which we instill within our children the duties of the heart 
such as Yiras Shamayim, Ahavas and Avodas Hashem, emulating His ways, and so forth will significantly influence  their 
individual spiritual strengths and subsequently the wholesomeness  of the family unit.  If we nurture the pinimius of our 
offspring, we will have planted strong roots that will yield, Bezer Hashem, healthy trees and future fruits. 
   
Therefore developing the inner commitment of the child is the core of his external observance. Shabbos, for example, 
offers a personal rendezvous with the Shechina and a special opportunity to strengthen avodas halev. At the Shabbos 
table, we can discuss emunah, hashkafa, middos and tell stories that increase Yiras Shamayim. The special atmosphere, 
divrei Torah, zemirot, also allow the parents to capitalize upon the moments to develop and refine their son/daughter’s 
inner spiritual service and devotion.  
  
Children are astute. The influence resulting from what they hear and see on the domestic front is obvious. In bait knesset, 
when they see their father davening with devotion it creates an indelible impression. On the other hand, a child that 
observes a sheliach tzibbur davening at supersonic speeds can be  a bit confused.  He asks himself, ‘“This is not the way I 
learned in cheder. Why does the sheliach tzibbur rush to Shemona Esrei if he will anyway be required to wait for a minyan 
to begin chazaras hashatz.”’  The worst scenario would be if that sheliach tzibbur is his father.   Avoiding mixed messages is 
vital to positive parenting.  
 
 There are many, too many teenagers today, roaming the streets lonely, confused, craving dangerous substances and 
devices, or ready to give up.  A major reason for these unfortunate circumstances is that they feel a void in their penmias 
halev, and subsequently look externally for artificial pleasure and excitement to compensate for this lack.     
  
Surely, permeating the home with simcha at every opportunity is immensely helpful in nuturing avodas halev. We all know 
the posuk- עבדו את ה' בשמחה. It is quite therapeutic to facilitate an atmosphere of happiness and positivity through  
humor,  tender speech, warmth, calmness, consistency and so forth. We try to radiate the message to our offspring how 
lucky we are to be children of Hashem, how vibrant is our mission and how meaningful our lives. 
 
With the Al-mighty’s help, may we fill our diamonds’ hearts with simcha and fulfillment. 


