
amongst their work of building the Mishkan, there 
had to be true unity in Klal Yisrael - similar to that of 
Matan Torah. As is clear from our parable, geograph-
ically bringing Jews together does not necessarily 
mean that they are unified. To actually bring them to 
a state of unity needs a lot more than just gathering. 

Rashi is teaching us that Moshe did not just 
physically gather them together; he used his great 
faculty of speech to unite them in body and spirit. 
He used his words to gather their minds and hearts 
to band together as one in the service of Hashem. 
He persuaded them to realize how, even though 
they were all so very different, it is the unity of 
doing Hashem’s Will that connected them all. Now, 
Hashem who sees not only a person’s body but the 
thoughts and feelings as well, will only rest His 
Shechinah amongst His beloved children when they 
are truly one. 

While in the parable the goal was to create a 
bunk activity and the boys were not at all unified, 
the bottom line goal of Klal Yisrael is only to do 
Hashem’s Will. When Jews gather together they are 
in fact unified in that itself. Perhaps there are 
different hashkafos and ideals amongst the crowd, 
but doing Hashem’s Will is the one unifying banner. 
Thus Moshe was able to gather them with that great 
mantra. 

The lesson for all of us is very great. In so many 
different situations of life, both familial and commu-
nal, we gather together as one for a distinct purpose 
and goal. Yes, we might have different opinions and 
different ways of approaching the particular agenda, 
but if we would focus on how much we have in 
common, we would alleviate so much machlokes. 
Not only are we one in body, as children of Avraham, 
Yitzchak, and Yaakov, but we are one in mind too - 
because we share the same overall agenda. 

So the next time we are part of a gathering let 
us utilize the opportunity to try to create achdus by 
speaking about it, or at least by feeling the achdus in 
our own hearts. In that merit Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
will reunite us geographically as well – in 
Yerushalayim - so that we can all serve Him togeth-
er in the land He promised to our forefathers, 
speedily in our time. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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As the counselor of Bunk Lamed, Shloimy 
tried to gather his eighteen boys together in one 
place to try to figure out what they would be 
doing as an activity that night. One of his friends, 
who was also a counselor, commented to him, 
“Wow, Shloimy, you are so lucky that your bunk is 
getting together in unity about this! My kids are 
all in disarray! And they cannot agree on any-
thing.” 

Shloimy looked back at his friend and said, 
“Dovid, do not be impressed by them gathering 
together in one place; they are far from unified 
about this…” 

This parable is really an incredible illustration 
of an idea that is brought out in the beginning of 
our Parasha: The Torah teaches us: 

- Moshe assembled the 
entire assembly of the Bnei Yisrael. (Shemos 35:1) 
Rashi explains that Moshe Rabbeinu did not gather 
the people with his hands; rather he brought them 
together with his words. The question is: What is 
Rashi trying to teach us? What is the inherent 
lesson for us in how Moshe gathered them togeth-
er? 

Perhaps one can suggest that Rashi is continu-
ing on a theme that he has already stated in a few 
other places in the Torah. For example, in Parashas 
Lech Lecha, when Sarah Imeinu took Hagar and 
brought her to marry Avraham Avinu, and in 
Parashas Behaaloscha, when Moshe gathered the 
seventy elders to help him. Rashi explains in both 
places that Sarah and Moshe did not take them 
physically with their hands, but that the language of 
‘taking’ is used to denote the fact that they con-
vinced them to come with their words. In other 
words, they persuaded them through their gift of 
speech. 

In a similar vein, Rashi is explaining here that 
Moshe persuaded them to come together and did 
not actually push them with his hands. 

While the other places in the Torah still need 
explanation, let us, Be’ezras Hashem, try to explain 
here specifically what the inherent lesson is. 

I once heard the following enlightening idea in 
the name of the Satmar Rav zt”l: Moshe knew that 
in order to merit having the Shechinah reside 


