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LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

 בראשית ברא אלקים את השמים ואת הארץ:

Rashi tells us that originally Hashem has wanted to create the world with the 

midas ha’din (attribute of strict judgement) but when He saw that it could not 

endure as such, He created it with the midas ha’rachamim (mercy).  It would 

seem from this that Hashem had somehow veered from His original plan and 

created the world in a b’dieved fashion. 

 The S’fas Emes however is adamantly opposed to this understanding of 

Rashi; to suggest that Hashem somehow did not realize the ramifications of His 

creation borders on heresy.  Rather, this “thought and planning process” to 

which Rashi refers is something that is built into Creation itself.  It is the 

foundation and framework for all avodas Hashem and within it lies the following 

formula:   A person must strive to achieve 100%.  This is the characteristic of 

the midas ha’din;  to try to accomplish everything to perfection.  However, this 

world is a place that is by definition imperfect and therefore it is an 

inconceivable feat.  Only through Hashem’s midas ha’rachamim can one merit 

siyata dishmaya (Hashem’s help) and reach his goal. 

 

 ויאמר ה' אלקים לא טוב היות האדם לבדו אעשה לו עזר כנגדו:

 The reason why “it is not good for man to be alone”, Rashi explains, is so 

that “they should not say that just as Hashem rules in the Heavens, man rules 
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in the world below”. Rashi however, does not tell us who are the “they” to whom 

he refers. It seems unlikely that the malachim would err in assumption. Most 

likely, the “they” refers to Adam HaRishon himself, and by extension, his future 

descendents. The Ribono Shel Olam created Adam and put him in the world, 

instructing him to work the land and guard it. Hashem knew however, that Adam 

was in danger of coming to believe that he, not the Ribono shel Olam, runs the 

world. After all, he would be the only one “in charge”. In order to ensure that 

Adam would not make such a mistake, Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave him a wife 

who, in one of two ways would make sure Adam understands that he is not in 

full control. As chazal explain, either she can serve as an ezer - a helper, or she 

can be k’negdo - his opposite, battling against him on a constant basis. If man 

sees his wife as his helper, then he already realizes that he needs help. 

Hopefully, by extension he understands that his primary help comes from 

above. Alternatively, his wife can fight his efforts on every front, making it 

difficult to accomplish whatever he sets out to do. Either way, he will realize that 

things are not fully within his control. 

 It was not only Chava who was created to serve as a lesson for Adam 

HaRishon. Every one of his descendents is supposed to gain the same 

understanding from the relationship with his own wife, but the lesson is not 

limited to men who are married. The same lesson can be gleaned from the 

circumstances of life: Sometimes we cannot accomplish what we would like on 
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our own and need to ask others for their help. Other times we are unsuccessful 

and are unable to accomplish things we thought that we should be able to do 

with ease. Either way, Hashem is letting us know that we are not the ones in 

control. 

 

 המן העץ אשר ציויתיך לבלתי אכל ממנו אכלת:

 When Adam and Chava attempted to ‘hide’ from Hakadosh Boruch Hu, 

Hashem asked them if they had indeed partaken of the fruits of the eitz 

ha’daas. This is the meaning of the posuk, “ha’min ha’eitz...”. Chazal (Chulin 

139b) however, understand these words as an allusion to the wicked Haman 

who was ultimately hanged on a tree and these words are to be read “Haman - 

ha’eitz”. While it is true that Chazal mean this as no more than a remez (hint), 

we must wonder why the Torah would choose the eitz ha’daas as the most 

appropriate point in which to reference Haman’s plot against the Jewish people. 

 HaRav Dovid Friedman shlit”a suggests the following approach: Before 

Adam and Chava ate from the eitz ha’daas, the yetzer hara existed outside of 

themselves. As such, man perceived absolute truth and understood what was 

right, without any doubts.  After they tasted the fruits, the yetzer hara entered 

man and things started to become blurry. When we succumb to our 

temptations, it is usually because we don’t see our choices as “clearly wrong”. 
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Indeed, this seems to be the constant avodah of the yetzer hara - to confuse us 

to the point where we aren’t sure what is truly right or wrong.  This, was also the 

“goal” of Amaleik, who Haman was a descendant of.  Amaleik constantly sought 

to weaken our level of emunah in Hashem, causing us to doubt His abilities and 

His complete control of the entire world. Indeed, Haman’s roots are to be found 

in the fruits of the eitz ha’daas. 

 Amaleik’s theological attack on k’lal Yisroel so much detracted from 

Hakadosh Boruch Hu’s honor that Chazal tell us in no uncertain terms that 

“Hashem’s name and throne will not be complete until Amaleik is destroyed 

when Moshiach arrives. On Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur we proclaimed 

Hashem’s malchus and davened that His supremacy should be apparent to the 

entire world. Throughout Succos, every day in musaf we continued to ask 

Hashem “galei k’vod malchuscha aleinu”. These days of tefilah have passed. 

We davened for k’vod shomayim, but our job doesn’t end with the tefilos of the 

month of Tishrei. Every day in kedusha we proclaim “nekadeish es shimcha 

ba’olam” (or in nusach s’fard: “naaritzcha v’nakdishcha”) - let us sanctify 

Hashem’s name. Let us live ‘al kidush Hashem’!  How does one live ‘al kidush 

Hashem’? By doing what is right and good and not what is easier and more 

pleasurable. People “judge” Hashem based on the conduct of Torah-observant 

Jews. Boruch Hashem in some ways Torah is studied and mitzvos are observed 

today in ways that are much greater than in previous generations. This is 
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something that should most definitely be encouraged. However, our vision of 

ourselves as emissaries of G-d has become somewhat blurred. The Gemara 

(Berachos 17a) tells us that R’ Yochanan ben Zakai always greeted everyone 

he met in the streets, including non-Jews - before they could greet him. While 

not extending greetings to everyone is not something one can be faulted for, 

following R’ Yochanan ben Zakai’s example makes one “ahuv l’maalah, 

v’nechmad l’matah” - loved by Hakadosh Boruch Hu, and endeared by the 

people around him. We must realize that we play an active role in the 

realization of our tefilos. Our simple actions can translate into k’vod shomayim, 

bringing us one step closer to making Hakadosh Boruch Hu’s throne and name 

complete! 

 

 ויקרא האדם שם אשתו חוה כי היא היתה אם כל חי:

 After being seduced by the serpent, Chava proceeded to give her husband 

from the forbidden fruits of the etiz ha’daas. Many meforshim point out that 

Adam wasn’t aware of the forbidden nature of the fruits and he simply relied on 

his wife and trusted her just as should have. His punishment was not so much 

for that which he ate from the fruits but rather for his attempt to “shift the blame” 

in his defense.  

 HaRav Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l notes that there is a lot that we can learn from 

Adam HaRishon’s reaction. After Adam was told that he would be banished 
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from Gan Eden and would have to spend a lifetime working hard to put food on 

the table, instead of resenting Chava for having brought all of this upon him, he 

chose to point out her role as the mother of all humanity! Adam could have 

focused on the fact that he was a victim of the nachash and it was his wife who 

caused him so much trouble. Instead, he chose to focus on the good that would 

come from her, calling her “Chava, the mother of his children”. 

 It seems that Adam had learned his lesson. His initial attempt to shift the 

blame didn’t help him and he was punished for his sin. He realized that he was 

now faced with a different future than he had planned on, and chose to make 

the most of his new set of circumstances. While Adam could have chosen to 

bemoan his fate, he chose instead to see the positive.  We all have things in our 

lives that don’t go exactly the way we would have preferred, and often it is 

“because” of the actions of others. Instead of lamenting over the situation at 

hand, we should follow Adam’s example and focus on the positive. 

  

 ויבא קין מפרי האדמה מנחה לה':...

 והבל הביא גם הוא מבכרות צאנו ומחלבהן וישע ה' אל הבל  כו'

 The korbanos offered by Kayin and Hevel are the first voluntary korbanos 

(nedavos) in history. Although it would seem that since Kayin was the one who 

actually thought of the idea, and Hevel merely followed his example, Kayin’s 

offering should have been accepted, the Torah tells us otherwise. Rashi implies 
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that Hashem rejected Kayin’s offering because chose to bring fruits of an 

inferior quality. While this would explain why Kayin’s korban was rejected, the 

pesukim do not seem to indicate that this in fact was the case. Furthermore, the 

words “Hevel heivi gam hu...” seem to indicate that Hevel copied his brother 

Kayin. As such, his korban should have been rejected as well. 

 The Nesivos Sholom offers the following approach: The Torah reports that 

Kayin brought a korban “mi pri ha’adama” - from the fruit of the ground. 

Compare this with Hevel’s offering, “mi’bechoros tzono” - from the first of his 

sheep. Hevel offered something that was his, something precious to him. Kayin 

on the other hand, merely brought from the fruit that he found. Whether or not 

these fruits were of superior quality or not is irrelevant. Since Kayin didn’t 

actually give up anything, the Torah considers them to be of inferior quality. Our 

main avodah is to sacrifice of ourselves, to do things that are difficult for us. 

Hevel, understood this and therefore chose out the best of his sheep, the ones 

he valued the most to serve as this korban nedava. The Torah testifies to this 

when it tells us that “Hevel heivi gam hu” - that Hevel also brought himself when 

he offered his korban. He understood that avodas Hashem requires one to 

sacrifice of himself. Kayin, on the other hand thought offering korbanos is 

somehow “doing Hashem a favor” and whatever comes easily will do. This is a 

grave mistake, and was the beginning of Kayin’s downfall. 
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 It is worth noting, that the fact that sheep are intrinsically more valuable 

than fruit is completely irrelevant here. The main focus of our avodah is self-

sacrifice. While we should most definitely enjoy limud ha’Torah and mitzvos, we 

must know that our main challenge in life is to do things that are difficult for us. 

It is from working on such things that we grow and come closer to Hashem. 

   

 ויאמר קין אל ה' וכו':

The medrash (in chumash Devarim) points out the greatness of tefilah (prayer).  

With it we can overturn harsh decrees.  As proof, the medrash cites the tefilos 

of Kayin, through which he merited to be saved from revenge.  This is 

astounding.  First, it seems that there are much better places to learn this from.  

Certainly, the tefilos of Avraham and Yitzchak that allowed for their barren wives 

to conceive were quite powerful. Chazal also derive many halachos and 

aspects of tefilah from Yaakov Avinu.  Why then, does the medrash single out 

Kayin to prove the power of prayer? 

      HaRav Boruch Dov Povarsky suggests the following:  First, we must 

understand the mechanics of "ordinary" tefilah.  When we approach the  Ribono 

shel Olam and daven, we generally ask for our basic needs;  wisdom, health, 

parnasa, etc.  These are things that Hakadosh Boruch Hu wants and intends to 

give us, but wants us to ask for them first.   When the avos davened for 

children, Hashem wanted to give them children and merely withheld this gift 
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from them because He wanted to hear them daven hard.  Kayin's tefilah was 

different.  He deserved to be punished and Hashem sentenced him to wander 

from place to place.  Included in this was to suffer any attacks from the rest of 

Creation.  In short, if he were to be killed, he deserved it.  Despite this, Hashem 

heard Kayin's cry for help and accepted his tefilah.  To this end, Hashem 

granted him a 'sign' to protect his life.  Although he didn't deserve it, Kayin's 

tefilos were answered because they came from the depths of his heart.  

     Such is the power of sincere heartfelt tefilos. They have the ability to alter 

even the harshest of decrees. Through them we can attain that which we do not 

really deserve and so to speak, change Hashem's mind.  This is an important 

lesson to remember.  Even when things appear to be destined as such, heartfelt 

tefilah can change that as well. 

 

 לפתח חטאת רובץ וכו'

      The Torah tells us that "sin waits by the door".  While most understand 

these words as a poetic expression meaning that the yetzer hara waits for an 

opportunity to attack, the K'sav Sofer takes these words more literally and his 

approach provides us with a proverbial window into the workings of the satan 

and how he succeeds in causing us to fail and falter:  A person is imbued with a 

holy neshama and naturally wants to do the right thing.  When he is at home, 
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with all its comforts and amenities, he will resist temptation.  His pantry is 

stocked with food bearing the symbols of the finest hashgachos, and his 

surroundings are familiar to him.  A Jew does not rebel against Hashem.  

Choosing to consume or do something that is clearly forbidden, is not an option 

for him. However, when he leaves his home and ventures out into the world, he 

must stand up to the test of pressures of the yetzer hara. He is hungry and the 

food readily available is probably kosher. He is thirsty and what could be wrong 

with the cold beverage at hand? It's time to daven and he is not sure exactly 

where the shul is, etc.  Each of us must deal with the challenges that we find 

most difficult.  This, says the K'sav Sofer, is the meaning of "l'pesach chatas 

roveitz" - the yeitzer hara waits for us by the door, waiting for us to leave the 

comfort of our homes and venture into the world of doubt and desperation. 

    Within these words lies a powerful lesson about our personal struggles with 

the yetzer hara:  We tend to picture the yetzer hara as a scary looking figure 

that tries to coerce us into doing something that is clearly wrong and evil.  

Western culture images only fortifies this misconception.  The truth is however, 

that the yetzer hara is very cunning.  He often appears as a friend, presenting 

his arguments as good advice.  Indeed, he often tries to convince us that his 

advice is not only good, but in fact a mitzvah and the key to salvation.  He waits 

by the door and escorts us on every journey under the guise of our guide and 

protector.  In every ma’ariv, we beseech Hashem to “remove the satan from in 
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front of, and behind us”.  The Chofetz Chaim explains that when the yetzer hara 

does not succeed in tempting us to sin, it approaches us by attempting to trick 

us. We must always be prepared for his tactics and we beseech Hashem for 

His help in this regard.  
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