
 

Sponsored ל" זצ שמואל בן יוסף אלחנן צ"הרה נשמת לעילוי  

 חג השבועותדברי תורה ל

The Fundamental Purpose Of Receiving The 
Torah Is For Our Souls To Connect With The 
Innate Holiness And Spirituality Of The Torah! 
 

 Why Would Being Forced To Accept The 
Torah Grant Us Immunity? 

The Gemara (Shabbos 88A) states: “And they stood 
under the mountain.” Rav Avdimi bar Chama bar 
Chasa said: This teaches that the Holy One blessed 
is He overturned the mountain above them like a 
cask, and said to them, 'If you accept the Torah it is 
good. If not, here shall be your graves.”  
Rav Acha bar Yaakov observed: This furnishes a 
strong claim of immunity against the Torah. Said 
Raba: Even so, they reaccepted it in the days of 
Achashveirosh. Rashi explains that the nation 
would have a claim of immunity because they 
could say that they had not willingly agree to the 
Torah’s laws and only accepted the Torah against 
their will.  
The Acharonim (Chemdas Shlomo, Choshen 
Mishpat, Siman 13, and others) asks: There is a rule 
known as “talyuhu v’zavin”, which means that if 
someone is forced to sell something but receives a 
fair price from the buyer, the deal is valid because 
he actually did get the proper value for the item he 
sold. Since we know that the reward for mitzvos is 
exceedingly great, we definitely got a “good deal” 
when we “sold ourselves” to Hashem. Therefore, 
even if it was against our will, the deal should still 
be valid, and there should be no claim of immunity 
because it was done without our consent.  
Rav Reuven Grozovsky zt”l (Sichos Rav Reuven, 
Moadim, Maamar 3) answers this with an 
astounding explanation. He explains that Klal 
Yisroel did not, in fact, “sell themselves” to Hashem 
Yisborach in exchange for the reward of the 
mitzvos. On the contrary, they were the “buyers” in 
this transaction. They acquired the Torah and 
mitzvos, as well as the reward.  
In Rav Reuven’s own words: Receiving the Torah 
was not like receiving bondage (selling 
themselves). Rather, it was receiving the holiness 
of the Torah, as we see it is called “the giving of our 
Torah”, and it is stated, “For a good acquisition I 
have given to you (Mishlei 4:2).” It is the 
acceptance of limitless blessing and pleasantness. 
And even Hashem Yisborach was acquired by us, so 
to speak, with the Torah, as is stated (Shemos 
Rabbah 33:1): The Holy One Blessed is He says to 
Yisroel, “I sold you My Torah. I, so to speak, was 

sold with it.”  
Furthermore, the actual merit of being able to be 
“servants” of Hashem is a great gift for us in itself. 
We can thus answer that this claim of immunity is a 
valid claim. Even though we rule that if is forced to 
sell something the deal is valid, most Rishonim rule 
that if one is forced to buy something the deal is 
not valid (see Rama, Choshen Mishpat, 205:12, and 
Shulchan Aruch, Even Ha’ezer, 42:2). Therefore, 
being forced to buy the Torah is a valid claim of 
immunity.         
The Rambam (see the Poskim ibid, and Rashba 
Kiddushin 20B) disagrees with those Rishonim and 
rules that even if one is forced to buy something 
the deal is valid. Rav Reuven says that even 
according to the Rambam it can be said that the 
acquisition of the Torah is dissimilar to all other 
acquisitions. In regular purchases, the terms of the 
deal are that the seller gives merchandise to the 
buyer, and the buyer gives him money. That is the 
essence of the deal. There also is a condition that 
both sides must agree to the deal. Therefore, even 
if one side is forced into the deal, it is valid because 
we suspect that after receiving a fair price or a fair 
amount of merchandise that side relented and 
agreed. The acquisition of the Torah, however, is 
entirely dependent on the will of the nation. That is 
the essence of the deal, and not merely a 
condition. Therefore, in this case even the Rambam 
would agree that it cannot be forcibly bought, and 
the claim of immunity is valid. 
  

 A Person Must Remain Vigilant Even When 
He Is On A Very Lofty Level  

The nation already accepted the Torah willingly 
when they said “We will do and we will hear.” The 
Gemara relates that at that point they reached a 
very lofty level, and a Heavenly voice rang out and 
said, “Who revealed to my children this secret (of 
saying ‘we will do’ before saying ‘we will hear’) 
which is used by the administering angels?” The 
angels lack the concept of free choice. Thus, if 
people, who have free choice, reach this level, they 
have reached an even higher level than that of the 
holy angels! We may thus ask how after willingly 
accepting the Torah and reaching such a lofty level, 
did the nation fall to the point that Hashem needed 
force them to accept it again, thus granting them 
the power to claim immunity from its laws?  
Tosfos asks this question (Shabbos ibid) and 
answers: Maybe they would back out when they  



 

 
 
 
 
saw the great fire that caused their souls to leave 
them.   
When we contemplate these words we can discern 
an amazing idea. At that point in time, the nation 
reached a great, exalted level – higher than the 
Heavenly angels. They accepted everything upon 
themselves with no questions asked. Why would 
Hashem suspect that they may back out and regret 
accepting the Torah?  
We see from here that no matter what situation a 
person is in there is always a danger of falling and 
regretting his good deeds. There therefore is 
always a need to remain vigilant and institute 
“fences” to keep the evil inclination at bay and 
make sure not to fall from the level one is on. 
Hashem saw that even though the nation was on 
this lofty level, He could not rely on the power of 
their willingness to accept it. He also needed to 
create “fences” and Heavenly protections. He 
therefore gave the Torah in a manner of force, to 
show them that even if their desire wanes, they 
still must accept it at all timer - whether they want 
to or not! 
 

 Hashem Held The Mountain Over The 
Nation Because Of His Love For Them! 

We find stated that the reason Hashem held the 
mountain above the nation was because of His 
great love for them. The verse states (Devarim 
32:10): “He found them in a desert land, and in a 
desolate, howling wasteland. He encompassed 
them and bestowed understanding upon them. He 
protected them as the pupil of His eye.”  
Rashi explains: He encompassed them: There He 
encompassed them], surrounding them by clouds. 
He surrounded them with divisions in four 
directions, and He surrounded them with the 
underside of the mountain, which He overturned 
over them like a cask.  
We see from Rashi that this a matter of love, as he 
compares it to other things which were done out of 
love. Thus, Hashem was only forcing the nation out 
of his love and concern for them, in order to keep 
them on their lofty level.  
We also see that the nation was overjoyed at being 
forced to accept the Torah because this helped 
them stay on their high level. This is seen from the 
verse (Devarim 33:3): “You showed love for 
peoples. All the holy ones are in Your hand, for 
they let themselves be centered at Your feet, 
bearing Your utterances.” Rashi explains: Centered  

 
 
 
 
at Your feet: Yisroel is indeed worthy of this 
because they placed themselves right in the center 
of the bottom of the mountain at Your feet at Sinai.  
Bearing Your utterances: They bore upon 
themselves the yoke of Your Torah.  
We see from Rashi that the nation went on their 
own to stand in the center, under the mountain. 
They were happy that Hashem forced them to 
accept the Torah as a means to protect them and 
keep them on their level.  
This is what we must do in these days as we 
prepare to receive the Torah. We have two jobs 
that we must work on: 1. We must work on 
recognizing the greatness and holiness of the 
Torah, and realize the great merit we have to be 
able to learn Hashem’s Torah, serve Him, and 
accept His will unquestioningly.  
2. We must create fences and protections to 
ensure that we never turn away from the Torah in 
any way. We must accept the fact that we are 
forced to keep the Torah because we cannot exist 
without it, and therefore we must keep it and we 
must take steps to protect ourselves from ever 
straying from it.  
When we do these two things, we will be prepared 
to accept the Torah anew with love and joy. 
  

 The Blessings We Recite On The Torah Are 
Expressions Of Gratitude For Being Able 
To Connect To Hashem Yisborach 

The Bach famously writes (Orech Chaim 47) about 
the decree instituted by Chazal to make a blessing 
every day on the Torah to Hashem “Who chose us 
from all the nation and gave us the Torah.” He 
explains that we are not blessing the actual giving 
of the Torah. Rather, the intent of this blessing is to 
thank Hashem for giving us His holy Torah, which is 
a means for our souls to draw close to the essence 
of holiness and spirituality and bring the Divine 
Presence down to us.  
The Bach dwells at length on this topic and states 
that it is crucial to recognize that the point of the 
Torah is not only to learn its laws, but rather it also 
is meant to be a means for us to connect to 
Hashem’s true holiness.    
The Chasam Sofer similarly writes about the 
Medrash (Yalkut 684), which states: When Yisroel 
accepted the Torah, the other nations envied 
them. They asked why they deserved to be drawn 
close to Him more than anyone else. Hashem 
silenced them by saying, “Bring me your book of  



 

 
 
 
 
lineage – as is stated (Tehilim 97:7): ‘It was 
brought to Hashem the families of the nations’ – 
like my nation brought me their book of lineage.”  
The Chasam Sofer asks how the nations could be 
so audacious to ask why they were not given the 
Torah, when we know that Hashem offered it to 
every nation of the world and they all rejected it.  
He answers that the gentiles were not envious of 
the actual Torah, which was given to the Jewish 
nation and not to them. They did not want the 
Torah at all! They only became jealous once they 
saw the spectacle of the giving of the Torah on Har 
Sinai, when the Heavens and earth shook (Tehilim 
68:9).  
The Gemara (Zevachim 116A) says that when the 
Torah was given, Hashem’s voice rung out strongly 
and was heard from one end of the world to the 
other, and all the kings of the nations were 
gripped with trembling. They all gathered by 
Bilaam and asked him to explain this powerful 
noise, and he told them that Hashem is giving the 
Torah to His nation Yisroel. At this point, they 
became envious and complained about the fact 
that they did not receive a great Heavenly 
revelation such as this. 
Hashem Yisborach answered them that had they 
desired to receive the Torah in the beginning, He 
would have given it to them. One need not have 
great lineage to study Torah, as is stated (Horios 
13) that someone of low lineage who is a Torah 
scholar receives preferential treatment to a Kohen 
Gadol who is an ignoramus. Therefore, anyone 
who wants the Torah could receive it and learn it. 
However, in any event, they could never have 
merited a spectacle of Divine revelation like the 
one Klal Yisroel had at Har Sinai. This is because, as 
Chazal say, Hashem Yisborach only rests His Divine 
Presence on families of lineage of Yisroel. 
Therefore, the gentiles, who lack this lineage, 
could have received the Torah and studied it had 
they accepted it, but they could not merit being in 
the presence of the Divine glory of Hashem.  
 

 When Klal Yisroel Fails To Uphold Their 
Lofty Level They Fall To The Level Of The 
Nations, And Are Susceptible To Harm 
From Them, Heaven Forbid 

Rav Chaim Kaufman zt”l (in his Sefer Mishchas 
Shemen) uses this lesson to explain a statement of 
Chazal. The Gemara says (Nedarim 81A): Rav 
Yehuda said in the name of Rav, what is the  

 
 
 
 
meaning of the verse (Yirmiya 9:11-12): “Who is  
the man who is wise and comprehends this 
etc…why was the land lost?” This question was 
asked to the wise men and the prophets and they 
couldn’t explain why the land was destroyed. 
Finally, Hashem Yisborach Himself explained as is 
stated in the verse: “And Hashem said, because 
you abandoned my Torah that I gave before you 
and you didn’t listen to My voice and didn’t go 
with it.”   
Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav that this 
means the destruction occurred because they 
didn’t make the blessing on the Torah before 
studying. 
The Ran explains the Gemara in the name of 
Rabenu Yona that it is obvious that the words 
“because You abandoned My Torah” are not 
meant to be taken literally to mean that the nation 
stopped learning Torah and following its ways – for 
if that were the case the wise men and prophets 
would not have been at a loss to answer why the 
land was destroyed. It is thus certain that the 
people were learning Torah and acting properly, 
which left the wise men unable to explain why the 
land was lost. They were unable to answer until 
Hashem Yisborach, who knows the inner workings 
of every man’s heart, said that it was because they 
“did not bless the Torah before studying.” This 
means that they did not place proper importance 
on Torah study, did hold it in high enough esteem 
to bless it before learning, and were not studying it 
for its own sake. Therefore, they treated the 
blessing on Torah lightly.  
Rav Kaufman explains that according to the words 
of the Bach, that the blessings on the Torah are 
expression of gratitude for receiving it on Har 
Sinai, we can better understand this Gemara. Not 
blessing the Torah before studying means that the 
nation did not show gratitude for the revelation on 
Har Sinai, which allowed them to reach the lofty 
level of connecting to Hashem and rising spiritually 
above all other nations.  
Since they failed to appreciate this tremendous gift 
and merit, they were punished by being removed 
from this lofty level and the depth of this 
connection was severed. They were sent out into 
exile amongst the nations of the world, who now 
had permission to harm them because they had 
fallen from their great level by not properly 
appreciating the gift of Torah that Hashem gave us 
to allow us to draw close to Him.         


