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In parshas Bechukosai, which we will read this Shabbas, it 
states (Vayikra 26, 3): ,אם בחוקותי תלכו ואת מצוותי תשמרו ועשיתם אותם“ 

 ונתתי גשמיכם בעתם ונתנה הארץ יבולה ועץ השדה יתן פריו, והשיג לכם דיש את

 בציר ובציר ישיג את זרע, ואכלתם לחמכם לשובע וישבתם לבטח בארצכם, ונתתי

 If you will follow My decrees and  שלום בארץ ושכבתם ואין מחריד”.
observe My mitzvos and perform them; then I will provide 
your rains in their time, and the land will give its produce 
and the tree of the field will give its fruit.  Threshing will 
overtake vintage for you, and the vintage will last until 
the sowing; you will eat bread to satiety and you will dwell 
securely in your land.  I will provide peace in the land, and 
you will lie down with none to frighten you.  

Rashi comments based on Toras Kohanim: One might think 
that this is a reference to the fulfillment of mitzvos . . . that 
is already stated in the verse; what then is meant by the 
phrase “if you will follow My decrees”? that you should 
occupy yourselves in the labor of Torah; “and observe My 
commandments” signifies that you should labor in the Torah 
in order to observe and to fulfill that which you learn. “In 
their time” — at a time when it is not the manner of people 
to go outside; for instance, on the nights of Shabbas. 

It is apparent that HKB”H is conveying a wonderful message 
here.  An intimate connection exists between the study of 
Torah and the performance of mitzvos: “If you will follow My 
decrees and observe My mitzvos”—and the two Berachos of 
ample “parnasah” and “shalom”: (1) “I will provide your rains 
in their time, and the land will give its produce and the tree 
of the field will give its fruit” and (2) “I will provide peace in 
the land, and you will lie down with none to frighten you.” 

Choni HaMiagel Etched Out 
a Circle and Stood Inside It

I would like to explain the marvelous connection that 
exists between Torah-study and mitzvos and the realization of 
these two Berachos.  I would like to begin by introducing the 
incredible story of Choni the Circle-maker—Choni HaMiagel.  As 
the Mishnah teaches us (Ta’anis 19a), he was asked to pray for 
rain.  The Gemara provides the following details of the incident 
(ibid. 23a): 

“תנו רבנן פעם אחת יצא רוב אדר ולא ירדו גשמים, שלחו לחוני המעגל התפלל 

וירדו גשמים, התפלל ולא ירדו גשמים, עג עוגה ועמד בתוכה כדרך שעשה חבקוק 

אמר  וגו’,  מצור  על  ואתיצבה  אעמדה  משמרתי  על  א(  ב  )חבקוק  שנאמר  הנביא, 

לפניו רבונו של עולם בניך שמו פניהם עלי שאני כבן בית לפניך, נשבע אני בשמך 

הגדול שאיני זז מכאן עד שתרחם על בניך.

התחילו גשמים מנטפין ]טיפין טיפין[, אמרו לו תלמידיו רבי ראינוך ולא נמות, 

]רש”י: השתדל שלא נמות ברעב מפני עצירת גשמים[, כמדומין אנו שאין גשמים 

יורדין אלא להתיר שבועתך, אמר לא כך שאלתי אלא גשמי בורות שיחין ומערות, 

ירדו בזעף עד שכל טיפה וטיפה כמלא פי חבית, ושיערו חכמים שאין טיפה פחותה 

יורדין  אנו שאין גשמים  נמות, כמדומין  ולא  רבי ראינוך  לו תלמידיו  מלוג, אמרו 

אלא לאבד העולם.

אמר לפניו לא כך שאלתי אלא גשמי רצון ברכה ונדבה, ירדו כתיקנן עד שעלו 

כל העם להר הבית מפני הגשמים. אמרו לו רבי כשם שהתפללת שירדו כך התפלל 

כן  פי  על  אף  הטובה,  רוב  על  מתפללין  שאין  מקובלני  כך  להם  אמר  להם,  וילכו 

הביאו לי פר הודאה, הביאו לו פר הודאה סמך שתי ידיו עליו ואמר לפניו.

רבונו של עולם עמך ישראל שהוצאת ממצרים, אינן יכולין לא ברוב טובה ולא 

ברוב פורענות, כעסת עליהם אינן יכולין לעמוד, השפעת עליהם טובה אינן יכולין 
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הרוח  נשבה  מיד  בעולם,  ריוח  ויהא  הגשמים  שיפסקו  מלפניך  רצון  יהי  לעמוד, 

ונתפזרו העבים וזרחה החמה, ויצאו העם לשדה והביאו להם כמהין ופטריות”.

It was the latter half of the month of Adar, and the rains had 
yet to come that year. They sent for Choni the HaMiagel to come 
and pray for rain. His initial attempt was met with failure. So, 
he drew a circle and stood within it — as Chavakuk the prophet 
had done. He called out to Hashem: “Your children have turned 
their faces toward me, because I am like a member of Your 
household. I swear by Your great name that I will not budge 
from this spot until You take pity upon Your children.” 

Drops of rain began to fall. His students realized that this 
meager sprinkling was not sufficient to spare them from dying 
of thirst; clearly these few drops of rain were meant merely to 
release Choni from his oath.  Again, he called out to Hashem: 
“This is not what I requested; I prayed for enough rain to fill up 
the water-holes, ditches and caves.” The rains began to fall with 
great intensity and in gigantic drops.  Again, the students feared 
that they would die; they believed that the torrential rainfall 
was meant to destroy the world. 

Once again he addressed Hashem: “This is also not what 
I prayed for; I requested rains of goodwill, blessing and 
benevolence.” This time a normal rainfall ensued and continued 
until the people were forced to go up onto the Temple Mount — 
due to the amount of rain. Now, the people approached Choni to 
pray for the rains to cease. He replied that it is not proper to pray 
for an abundance of good to cease. Nevertheless, he requested 
that they bring a bull as an offering of gratitude to HKB”H for 
answering his prayers and bringing the rain. He leaned upon the 
animal and proclaimed: “Master of the Universe, Your people, 
Yisrael, whom You took out of Egypt, cannot tolerate neither an 
abundance of good nor an abundance of suffering. You became 
angry with them, and they cannot bear it; You bestowed good 
upon them, and they cannot bear that, either. May it be Your will 
that the rains should cease and relief should come to the world.” 
Immediately, the wind began to blow, the rain clouds dispersed, 
and the sun began to shine. The people flocked to the fields and 
brought back truffles and mushrooms. 

Let us attempt to comprehend the actions of Choni 
HaMiagel.   He etched a circle in the ground and stood within 
it—a remarkable act that accorded him the appellation “Choni 
HaMiagel” forevermore.  Then, he actually had the temerity to 

challenge HKB”H, the Master of the Universe: “I swear by Your 
great name that I will not budge from this spot until You 
take pity upon Your children.”

“He Who makes your borders peaceful and 
satiates you with the choicest wheat”

We will begin to shed some light on these issues by 
introducing an explanation from the Tosafists, zy”a, in Moshav 
Zekeinim, as to why the Torah juxtaposed to the berachah of 
rainfall and ample produce from the earth: ”ונתתי שלום בארץ“—
the berachah of peace.  They refer to what we have learned in 
the Gemara (B.M. 59a): לעולם יהא אדם זהיר בתבואה בתוך ביתו, שאין“ 

 מריבה מצויה בתוך ביתו של אדם אלא על עסקי תבואה, שנאמר )תהלים קמז-יד(

 השם גבולך שלום חלב חטים ישביעך. אמר רב פפא היינו דאמרי אינשי, כמשלם

 A person should always heed  שערי מכדא, נקיש ואתי תיגרא בביתא”.
to have adequate grain in his house, for quarrels are most 
commonly found in a person’s home on account of grain 
(food), as it states: “He Who makes your borders peaceful, 
and satiates you with the choicest wheat.”  Rav Pappa said: 
This reflects what people say: When the barley container is 
empty, quarrels begin to reverberate in the house.  

Thus, we learn a valuable lesson.  Ample food and “parnasah” 
contribute to the peace and harmony of a household.  Hence, 
these items are juxtaposed in the Torah: לשובע לחמכם   “ואכלתם 

 when there is ample food—וישבתם לבטח בארצכם, ונתתי שלום בארץ”
in the world, there is “shalom” in the world.  This is the message 
of the passuk: ”השם גבולך שלום חלב חטים ישביעך“.  

It is with great pleasure that we can apply this concept to 
the continuation of the Gemara: ,אשתו בכבוד  זהיר  אדם  יהא   “לעולם 

שאין ברכה מצויה בתוך ביתו של אדם אלא בשביל אשתו, שנאמר )בראשית יב-

 טז( ולאברם היטיב בעבורה, והיינו דאמר להו רבא לבני מחוזא, אוקירו לנשייכו כי

 A person should always take care to safeguard היכי דתתעתרו”.
his wife’s honor, because berachah is found in a person’s 
house solely on account of his wife.  The Gemara cites the 
fact that Pharaoh treated Avraham well on account of Sarah.  
And this is what Rava meant when he told the people of 
Mechoza: Honor your wives in order that you may become 
wealthy.  As explained, the “shalom” of a household depends 
on ample “parnasah.”  Hence, honoring one’s wife to ensure 
and enhance the peace and harmony of the household, leads 
to ample wealth, which further enhances the “shalom” in the 
household.  
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Torah Scholars Enhance Shalom in the World

Following the lead of our Rabbis, the Tosafists, let us now 
interpret the opening passuk of the parsha: אם בחוקותי תלכו ואת“ 

 You should labor in the study of Torah and abide  .מצוותי תשמרו”
by the mitzvos.  In that merit, you will enjoy adequate rainfall 
and abundant “parnasah,” resulting in worldwide peace.  For, 
we have learned (Berachos 64a) that Torah-study is a “segulah” 
for shalom: ”בעולם שלום  מרבים  חכמים   Torah scholars --“תלמידי 
increase the peace (“shalom”) in the world.  This fact is 
substantiated by the following passuk (Tehillim 29, 11): ״ה’ עוז 

יתן”  HKB”H gave His people, Yisrael, the Torah, which is—לעמו 
called “עוז”; and in the merit of the Torah: ”ה’ יברך את עמו בשלום“—
Hashem blesses Yisrael with “shalom.”  

With this in mind, we can explain very nicely why Torah-
study is a segulah for “parnasah.”  As we have learned in the 
Mishnah (Avos 3, 17): ”קמח אין  תורה  אין  אם  תורה,  אין  קמח  אין  -“אם 
- if there is no “kemach” (literally flour; sustenance) there 
is no Torah; if there is no Torah, there is no “kemach” 
(sustenance).  Seeing as Torah-study is a segulah for promoting 
“shalom” in the world; and a lack of food and sustenance in a 
home diminishes “shalom” in the home; therefore, by engaging 
in Torah-study, a Jew merits abundant “parnasah,” so that 
“shalom” will prevail in his home.  

We can now explain the juxtaposition of the pesukim: 
תלכו” בחוקותי   if you are diligent in your Torah-study by—“אם 
debating Torah-issues; ”תשמרו מצוותי   in order to clarify --“ואת 
the true nature of the mitzvos and arrive at correct halachic 
rulings.  Since Torah-study is an effective means of enhancing 
“shalom” for those who engage in it, and since the lack of 
food and sustenance in a home diminishes the possibility of 
“shalom”; therefore, the Torah promises those who fulfill these 
two requirements: ”ונתתי גשמיכם בעתם ונתנה הארץ יבולה“—that they 
will be blessed with ample “parnasah.”  As a result, they are 
guaranteed: ”ונתתי שלום בארץ“—“shalom” will prevail.  

He Drew a Circle since 
the Circle Represents Shalom

Continuing onward on this glorious path, let us now address 
the profound intent of Choni HaMiagel: ”בתוכה ועמד  עוגה  —“עג 
he drew a circle and stood inside it.  We have learned in the 
Gemara (Berachos 4b): 

“אמר רבי יוחנן, מפני מה לא נאמר נו”ן באשר, מפני שיש בה מפלתן של שונאי 

ישראל, דכתיב )עמוס ה-ב( נ’פלה לא תוסיף קום בתולת ישראל... אמר רב נחמן בר 

יצחק, אפילו הכי חזר דוד וסמכן ברוח הקודש, שנאמר )תהלים קמה-יד( ס’ומך ה’ 

לכל הנופלים”.

Rabbi Yochanan said: Why is the letter “nun” omitted 
in Ashrei? (Every passuk begins with a letter of the aleph-
Beis in order; however, there is no passuk beginning with the 
letter “nun.”)  Because it alludes to the downfall of Yisrael, 
as it is written: “She has fallen (נ’פלה) and will no longer 
rise—the maiden of Yisrael” . . . Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak 
said: Nevertheless, David proceeded to support them with 
“ruach hakodesh,” as it states: “Hashem supports all those 
who have fallen.”  

Thus, we learn that the letter “nun” alludes to נ’פילתם—the 
downfall and spiritual descent—of Yisrael in galut; whereas 
the letter “samech” alludes to the support and assistance after 
the fall that Hashem will provide at the time of the geulah.  
It appears that the matter can be explained based on what 
we have learned in the Gemara (Yoma 9b).  The second Beis 
HaMikdash was destroyed because of “sin’at chinam”—baseless 
hatred.  Thus, we can conclude that in order to hasten and bring 
about the complete geulah, the sin of “sin’at chinam” must be 
corrected; in other words, “shalom” must prevail among the 
people of Yisrael.  

It is precisely for this reason that  HKB”H is destined to send 
Eliyahu HaNavi prior to the geulah; it will be his task to spread 
“shalom” throughout Yisrael.  As the sages teach us in the 
Mishnah (Eduyot 8, 7), Eliyahu will not come to distance or to 
draw near: אלא לעשות שלום בעולם, שנאמר )מלאכי ג-כג( הנה אנכי שולח“ 

 but—לכם את אליהו הנביא וגו’, והשיב לב אבות על בנים ולב בנים על אבותם”
to make peace in the world, as it states: “Behold, I will send 
you Eliyahu HaNavi . . . and he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their 
fathers.”  For, the future geulah from this prolonged, agonizing 
galut will only be realized via “shalom”—the opposite of “sin’at 
chinam” that caused the destruction of out Beis Mikdash.  

Yisrael Had No Days as Festive as Tu B’Av

Let us also introduce what we have learned in another 
Mishnah (Ta’anis 26b): ”באב כט”ו  לישראל  טובים  ימים  היו  --“לא 
“Yisrael had no days as festive as  ט”ו באב”.  In Ohev Yisrael, the 
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great Rabbi of Apta, zy”a, explains the allusion inherent in this 
statement based on what we learn later on in the Gemara (ibid. 
31a): עתיד הקב”ה לעשות מחול לצדיקים, והוא יושב ביניהם בגן עדן, וכל אחד“ 

 ואחד מראה באצבעו, שנאמר )ישעיה כה-ט( ואמר ביום ההוא הנה אלקינו זה קוינו

 In the future HKB”H  לו ויושיענו, זה ה’ קוינו לו נגילה ונשמחה בישועתו”.
will make a circle of the tzaddikim and He will sit among 
them in Gan Eden; and each and every one will point his 
finger, as it says (Yeshayah 25, 9):  “He shall say on that day, 
‘Behold!  This is our G-d; we hoped to Him and He saved us; 
this is Hashem to Whom we hoped; let us exult and be glad 
in His salvation.’”

In his own inimitable way, he explains the nature of the 
circle that HKB”H will make for the tzaddikim based on the 
concept that every tzaddik serves Hashem in his own distinct 
way.  Although each one’s way seems different and divergent 
from the others, in truth they are all valid and true--״אלו ואלו דברי  

 For, every individual has a unique purpose and role  .אלקים חיים״
to play in Olam HaZeh.  Hence, in a circle, all the participants are 
equal; they are all equidistant from the center and they are all 
on the same level.  

It is precisely for this reason that HKB”H will make a circle for 
the tzaddikim le’atid la’vo.  Thus, He will demonstrate that they 
are all equal in His eyes; everyone intended to serve Hashem 
devoutly, “l’shem shamayim,” in his own way.  Therefore, He 
will sit among them, in the center of the circle, and they will all 
point toward Him with their fingers—indicating that all of their 
actions were for the sake of serving Hashem.  He was their focus 
and is the center of the circle.  

In this manner, he interprets the allusion in Chazal’s 
statement: ”לא היו ימים טובים לישראל כט”ו באב“.  The name ט”ו באב can 
be interpreted as the fifteenth (ט”ו) letter of the aleph-Beis (אב), 
which is the letter “samech”--’ס —shaped like a circle.  Thus, it 
alludes to the circle that HKB”H will make for the tzaddikim in 
the future, demonstrating that they are all equal.  Therefore, it 
is the most festive of days, because there will be unity among 
all of the tzaddikim.  This concludes his magnificent remarks.  

We can now appreciate why the letter “nun”--’נ —alludes to 
the downfall and spiritual descent (נ’פילתם) of Yisrael in galut.  
For, the shape of the “nun” is that of a circle that has been split 
in half.  Thus, it suggests that the circle of peace has been broken 
due to the tragic sin of “sin’at chinam.”  The tikun, however, 
comes in the form of the letter “samech”--’ס —- a perfect, intact, 

unbroken circle.  It represents the ultimate “shalom” that will 
prevail in Yisrael; everyone will be equal; no one will be jealous 
of his fellow Jew.  In this merit, the geulah will become a reality, 
consistent with the notion of: .”סומך ה’ לכל הנופלים“  

One of HKB”H’s Names Is “Shalom”

Accordingly, it appears that we can explain why David 
HaMelech supported and rectified Yisrael’s downfall with the 
passuk: ”הנופלים לכל  ה’   ,We learn in the Midrash (V.R. 9  .“סומך 
 “גדול שלום ששמו של הקב”ה נקרא שלום, הדא הוא דכתיב )שופטים ו-כד( :(9

 great is “shalom”; for the name of HKB”H is—ויקרא לו ה’ שלום”
Shalom, as it is written: “He called it Hashem Shalom.”  This 
passuk suggests that the name Havaya represents “shalom”—
peace and harmony.  

Let us explain the connection based on statement from the 
Tikunei Zohar (Introduction 9b).  The name הוי”ה is derived from 
the first letters of the passuk (Tehillim 96, 11): ה’שמים  “י’שמחו 

ה’ארץ”  This alludes to the fact that HKB”H establishes  .ו’תגל 
“shalom” between those in the upper realms and those in the 
lower realms—between heaven and earth.  The Gemara teaches 
us (Berachos 16b): ’ה מלפניך  רצון  יהי  הכי,  אמר  צלותיה  בתר  ספרא   “רב 

 ,after praying—אלקינו שתשים שלום בפמליא של מעלה ובפמליא של מטה”
Rav Safra, would say the following: “May it be Your will, 
Hashem our G-d, that You establish peace in the heavenly 
assembly and in the assembly below.”  

This then is what David HaMelech was alluding to when he 
retracted and expressed support for Yisrael’s downfall with 
the passuk: ”סומך ה’ לכל הנופלים“.  He was indicating that HKB”H 
would support the descent of Yisrael in galut by extending 
them “shalom” from the name Havaya via the letter “samech.”  
As explained, HKB”H will send Eliyahu HaNavi for the express 
purpose of establishing “shalom” among Yisrael.  As a result, 
the galut that was precipitated by “sin’at chinam” will come to 
an end and we will realize the geulah shortly.  

We can now shed some light on the fascinating incident 
involving Choni HaMiagel.  In parshas Lech Lecha (Bereishit 
12, 6), the Ramban teaches us that prior to every miracle, a 
symbolic gesture must be performed down below—to trigger 
the miracle from above.  Now, Choni was confronted by a 
drought; the rains had not fallen, and the earth had not yielded 
any produce.  As we learned, these circumstances cause unrest 
and disharmony, the opposite of “shalom”—as reflected by the 
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Gemara’s statement: שאין מריבה מצויה בתוך ביתו של אדם אלא על עסקי“ 

 disagreements in a household stem solely from a lack—תבואה”
of food and sustenance.  Therefore, Choni sought to remedy the 
situation by performing a symbolic gesture that would promote 
“shalom” in Yisrael.  

Therefore, he etched a circle, a semblance of the letter 
“samech”--’ס  —alluding to the attribute of “shalom”; then he 
stood inside the circle to pray for rainfall, which increases 
“shalom” in the world.  He said to the Master of the Universe, 
“Your children turned to me, because I am like a member of 
Your family.  I swear by Your great name!”  He was referring 
to the name Havaya, the name that represents “shalom,” and 
swore, “I will  not move from here until you have mercy on 
Your children”—by providing them with “parnasah” that will 
promote “shalom” in the world.  

Choni HaMiagel Was 
a Gilgul of Eliyahu HaNavi

Following this illuminating line of thought, we will proceed 
to explore the incident of Choni HaMiagel in greater depth.  Let 
us refer to a revelation from the divine kabbalist, the Rama 
of Pano, in his sefer Gilgul Neshamot (8).  He teaches us that 
Choni HaMiagel was a “nitzotz” from the neshamah of Eliyahu.  
Furthermore, the bull that he brought as an expression of 
gratitude contained the reincarnated neshamah of Achav.  Thus, 
Choni, representing Eliyahu, would facilitate Achav’s tikun.  

Support for the notion that Choni HaMiagel was a “nitzotz” of 
Eliyahu can be found in Seder HaDorot, citing Sefer HaYuchsin: 
המעגל” חוני  שהתפלל  עד  בצורת  היו  שנים  ג’   the drought lasted—“כי 
three years until Choni HaMiagel began to pray.  We find a 
striking similarity between these two unique figures.  Eliyahu 
HaNavi stopped the rains in his times for three years—until he 
defeated the prophets of the Ba’al on Har HaCarmel and prayed 
for rain.  Similarly, the drought in the times of Choni HaMiagel 
lasted three years until he interceded with his prayers.  

Accordingly, let us suggest that when Choni saw that three 
years had passed without any rainfall and Yisrael asked him to 
pray for rain, he understood that this was a message from above.  
After all, he was a “nitzotz” of Eliyahu, who had prevented the 
rain from falling for three years.  Even though his intent was 
“l’shem shamayim”—for he was demonstrating to Achav that 
the prophets of the Ba’al were false and incapable of producing 

rain; nevertheless, his actions caused Yisrael to suffer.  Therefore, 
it was now incumbent upon him to make a tikun; so, Choni 
HaMiagel, a “nitzotz” of Eliyahu, prayed for rain.  

Choni HaMiagel Tapped into 
the Salvation of the Future Circle

It is with great joy that we can now better appreciate Choni’s 
actions: ”בתוכה ועמד  עוגה   he drew a circle and stepped-—“עג 
inside it.  We can suggest that he was transmitting a message 
to HKB”H.  He was not praying in his own right but as a gilgul 
of Eliyahu—who was destined to bring peace to the world.  
Hence, he was preparing for the future geulah, at which time 
HKB”H would make a circle for the tzaddikim in the shape of 
a “samech.”  He was alluding to the “shalom” that would exist 
throughout Yisrael.  

It is well-known that the tzaddikim possess the power to 
draw upon the salvations and prosperity of the future geulah, 
even while in galut.  The holy master, Sar Shalom of Belz, 
zy”a, applies this concept to interpret the piyut recited on 
Shabbas night (Ribon Kol HaOlamim): ושויתי ה’ לקראתי שתרחמני“ 

לגאלני” בגלותי   In other words, even while we are yet in  .עוד 
galut, we beseech HKB”H to show us mercy and extend to us 
salvations resembling the miracles and wondrous feats that will 
characterize the future geulah.  

This then is the significance of Choni’s symbolic gesture—
the circle.  He was drawing upon the power of the circle that 
HKB”H will make for the tzaddikim le’atid la’vo.  As a gilgul of 
Eliyahu, who would herald in the future geulah and promote 
“shalom” in the world—symbolized by the letter ’ס—he tapped 
into the salvations of the future on behalf of Yisrael.  For this 
reason, he is known as “Choni HaMiagel”—“Choni the Circle-
maker.”  This appellation alludes to the fact that he was a 
gilgul of Eliyahu, who will prepare Yisrael in the future for the 
magnificent circle that HKB”H will make for the tzaddikim.  

With this understanding, it appears that we can interpret 
Choni’s remark to HKB”H: “Master of the Universe, Your 
children turned to me; for I am like a member of Your 
household.”  We learn from the Rama of Pano, zy”a, in Asarah 
Ma’amarot, that Eliyahu HaNavi offers daily Tamid-sacrifices 
in the heavenly Beis HaMikdash.  Thus, he is truly a member 
of HKB”H’s household, who walks about HKB”H’s house in the 
Beis HaMikdash above.  
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It was on these grounds that Choni justified his prayers for 
rain.  He was alluding to the fact that he was a gilgul of Eliyahu, 
who is like a member of HKB”H’s family in the Beis HaMikdash 
above.  Additionally, the gematria of the word (52) ב”ן equals 
בית” suggesting that he was considered a ,(52) אליה”ו  a—“בן 
member of HKB”H’s household.  As such, he was permitted to 
ascend to the heavenly Beis HaMikdash at any time of need to 
pray on behalf of Yisrael.  

“Eliyahu in Four” Signifies that 
He Will Complete the Holy Name

In this manner, we will proceed to explain what Choni 
HaMiagel said to HKB”H while he was inside the circle: נשבע אני“ 

 I swear on Your great—בשמך הגדול שאיני זז מכאן עד שתרחם על בניך”
name that I will not move from here until You have mercy 
on Your children.  We have learned in the Gemara (Berachos 
4b): ”אליהו בארבע“ --  Eliyahu in four.  This enigmatic statement 
has been interpreted in many different ways.  I would also like 
to suggest an interpretation based on the following passuk 
related to the battle with Amalek (Shemos 17, 16): ויאמר כי יד“ 

 and he said, “For there is a --על כס י”ה מלחמה לה’ בעמלק מדור דור”
hand on the throne of G-d -- Havaya maintains a war against 
Amalek, from generation to generation.  Rashi provides the 
following clarification. HKB”H’s name is currently split in two; 
only the first two letters, י”ה, are mentioned, while the letters 
 are missing. Consequently, HKB”H vows that His name will ו”ה
not be complete until the descendants of Amalek have been 
eradicated. We see, therefore, that in order to merit and achieve 
the geulah, the two missing letters, ו”ה, from Hashem’s name 
must be restored. 

We can suggest that this fact is alluded to by the word for 
redemption - “geulah.”  The letters of the Hebrew word גאול”ה 
can be rearranged to spell ו”ה  indicating the necessity to - גאל 
redeem the two missing letters which are in exile - the ו”ה. This 
redemption can only be realized through the process of תשוב”ה - 

whose letters can be rearranged to form תשב ו”ה - indicating that 
the two letters ו”ה must be restored to complete the holy name 
Havaya. This idea can be implied from the statement (Yoma 
86b): ”גדולה תשובה שמקרבת את הגאולה“ - only through תשוב”ה - תשב 

 can we ו”ה the process of returning the two missing letters ,ו”ה
hasten the “geulah,” הגאול”ה – גאל ו”ה . 

Now, we have learned in the Gemara (Berachos 7b): דשמא“ 

 a person’s name influences his life.  Let us apply this—גרים”
notion to Eliyahu HaNavi, the messenger who will herald in the 
future geulah.  The name אליה”ו can be rearranged to spell אלי 

 suggesting that Eliyahu will be instrumental in restoring-—ו”ה
the letters ו”ה , completing the holy name.  This then is the 
message conveyed by the Gemara’s esoteric statement: אליהו“ 

 Eliyahu will announce when the holy name is complete—בארבע”
once again, with all four of its letters.  

This allows us a very nice interpretation of the Gemara’s 
statement above: עתיד הקב”ה לעשות מחול לצדיקים, והוא יושב ביניהם בגן“ 

 עדן, וכל אחד ואחד מראה באצבעו, שנאמר ואמר ביום ההוא הנה אלקינו זה קוינו

  לו ויושיענו, זה ה’ ]דייקא שנתמלא בד’ אותיותיו[ קוינו לו נגילה ונשמחה בישועתו”.
HKB”H will sit at the center of the circle in His full glory, with 
His name complete, with all four letters.  In appreciation, the 
tzaddikim with proclaim that this is what they had prayed for and 
hoped for—specifically, the completion of the name Havaya.  

This illuminates for us the significance of Choni HaMiagel’s 
pronouncement: ”הגדול בשמך  אני   As explained he made  .“נשבע 
a symbolic gesture to facilitate the future geulah, in the merit 
of Eliyahu HaNavi.  The future geulah is associated with the 
restoration and completion of the four letters of the holy name 
Havaya.  Therefore, Choni specifies ”הגדול“, referring to when 
the holy name will be in its full glory with all four letters; שאיני“ 

 he was imploring HKB”H to show His—זז מכאן עד שתרחם על בניך”
children mercy, once and for all!
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