
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

In this week's portion the Torah describes how the Jewish Nation traveled through the desert after leaving Egypt-

mitzrayim. 

The weekly portion of Bemidbar (which means "in the desert") always comes out before the holiday Shavuot which 

celebrates the receiving of the Torah. (Occasionally, it falls out two weeks before, but most of the time it falls out 

immediately prior, as it does this year.) Our sages teach us that the reason for this is to serve us as a reminder that 

whoever studies the Torah must consider himself like a desert in order to achieve the highest level of closeness to 

Hashem and knowledge of the Torah. What does this mean? 

We can explain our sages with the following story. 

Many years ago, in a Persian city, there lived a non-Jewish sage. 

He was a wise philosopher, and people came to him for advice. He also was able to predict whether a sick person 

would live or die merely by hearing the person's name and his mother’s name. Nobody knew how he was able to do 

this accurately. 

One day, a respected rabbi who lived in the city decided to find out the secret of this wise man. He wrote a letter 

asking the sage to reveal the secret to him. 

After a few weeks, the rabbi received a response from the wise man. He wrote that not everyone has a right to know 

this mystery, but for a respected sage like the rabbi he would agree, subject to the following conditions: 

fast for 3 days with only a break at night  

immerse in the cold ritual pool every day 

never to speak to anyone about the secret except Hashem 

In order to achieve an extraordinary spiritual purity all these steps were necessary. 

The rabbi followed the instructions, and went to the sage's home. The sage came out to greet the rabbi dressed in an 

expensive Turkish robe and hat. He bowed to the Rabbi, and told him to follow. 
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Whoever studies the Torah,  

must consider himself like a desert. 



They came in to a huge room that had only pillars and high ceilings with paintings on the walls. The sage opened 

another door, and they continued their journey, but now - through a magnificent garden. The rabbi began thinking 

that may be a trap, but he calmed himself by reminding himself that everything is under Hashem's control. 

They continued their way through the beautiful garden which had ornamental trees, plants, and all kind of birds. The 

path ended, and before them were golden doors. 

The sage had remained silent the entire time, but now he said, “Please imitate me everything I do.” 

He opened the golden doors, and they entered the room together. The whole room was made out of gold illuminated 

only by dim candlelight. In the middle of the room stood a wooden chest. The sage bowed to the chest... 

The sage opened the chest, and to the surprise of the rabbi, he pulled out the a plate with a golden inscription. The 

text, written in the Holy Language by none other than King David, "I always imagined the Almighty in front of me." 

The sage said to the rabbi, 

"Every time when people ask me about sick person I do all the procedures that I told you to do. 

I come here, take out this inscription, and say the names of the patient and his mother. If I see the letters light up, I 

know that that means that he will recover. If not, it means he will not survive." 

The Rabbi was speechless. A non-Jewish person, who never learned Torah and never had any connection or 

knowledge about Hashem, rose to such a high spiritual level. How could this be? It was only possible because he didn’t 

limit his ability, and he believed that he could achieve this. 

We, as Jews, are much closer to Hashem, since we have a refined soul, a part of Hashem, and we can achieve even 

more spiritual levels than the non-Jewish sage. 

But this is only possible when we are not going to limit ourselves by saying that it is not for us; it is just too much. 

Hashem is only giving us tests in life that we can bear. We are created in a way that we will be always strong enough 

persevere, regardless of the situation to able to stay close to Hashem and to keep his Torah and its commandments. 

This is what our sages had in mind when they said that whoever studies the Torah, must consider himself like a desert. 

A desert looks endless, without borders, and we also have to stop limiting ourselves if we are to achieve spiritual 

growth. 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

 

For candle lighting time in your area go to: 

https://www.myzmanim.com/search.aspx 

 


