
 

 

 

 

 

And the fire on the altar shall burn on it; it shall not go out… 
 

It’s written in Torah (Vaikra 6:1-6):  “And the Ribono Shel Olam spoke to Moshe, saying, 

"Command Aaron and his sons, saying, 'This is the law of the burnt offering: That is the burnt 

offering which burns on the altar all night until morning, and the fire of the altar shall burn with it…  

And the fire on the altar shall burn on it; it shall not go out. The kohen shall kindle wood upon it 

every morning, and upon it, he shall arrange the burnt offering and cause the fats of the peace 

offerings to [go up in] smoke upon it. A continuous fire shall burn upon the altar; it shall not go 

out'". 

  

The Torah describes one of the sacrifices, the burnt offering, which was brought in order to atone 

for bad thoughts of a person, who was not even trying to fight them. We are talking here about bad 

thoughts that can bring a Jew to the most hateful sin in eyes of Hashem--adultery. 

  

It's interesting that the Torah repeats the psukim: “And the fire on the altar shall burn on it; it shall 

not go out", and then again: "A continuous fire shall burn upon the altar; it shall not go out". Talmud 

Yoma explains why Torah repeats so many times the words "And the fire on the altar", and what the 

Chazal are learning from it. 

 

Torah is eternal, and even though we don't have the Bais Hamikdosh rebuilt yet, it's teaching us a 

way to serve our Hashem. 

 

The Grand Rabbi of Slonim, the author of Netivot Shalom, explains why the sacrifice "burnt 

offering" has to be completely burned. 

 

There was once a Jew who decided to build a city. He owned a huge property, but it was full of 

trees. Even though his workers worked very hard every day to cut the trees, the Jew understood, 

that he will never see this town built in his lifetime. The only way to get rid of all the trees was just 

to burn them. 

 

The same is with a person's bad thoughts. It's impossible to get rid of every thought separately. 

We have to get rid of all of them right away and at once. It's written by our Chazal that a person 
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can't change his thought, but rather replace it by a different one, and then just keep this way of 

thinking without interruption. 

 

This way we can explain the words of King David in Psalms (34:15): “Turn from evil, and do good”.  

These words are about how to serve our Hashem. A person has two stages in serving Hashem. First 

one is to "turn from evil", to run away from everything that can lead to bad thoughts, which in turn 

can lead to sin. 

Second one is to "do good", to concentrate on what else can be done to become closer to our 

Hashem. 

 

And this is what Torah wants to teach us with the words of "A fire shall burn upon the altar; it shall 

not go out".  Hashem understands that we are human and make mistakes in our acts against 

Hashem, and He gave us the opportunity to atone for our sins through sacrifices.   

The first time Torah speaks about fire, it means "turn from evil" and the fact that burnt offering 

was burned on the altar was symbolic of burning all of our bad thoughts all at once.  And this fire 

should burn and not go out inside of us, even today. Because yetzer hora will not calm down and 

will do everything possible to bring those bad thoughts back. 

 

The second time, when Torah says:" A continuous fire shall burn upon the altar; it shall not go 

out", means the second step in serving our Hashem—“do good", meaning to concentrate on good 

deeds, fulfilling the commandments, learning Torah, helping each other. 

 

And this fire also has to be "continuous", because the more we will be busy with doing good 

deeds, we’ll be on guard against bad thoughts 
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