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R ashi, in the beginning of the
parashah, writes, àìå øåàîì úéúë

úåçðîì úéúë, "Pressed olive oil is used
for lighting the menorah, and not for
the menachos" (meal-offerings. See

footnote for its literal meaning).1111

úéúë (pressed) represents hard toil
and work.

The Chasam Sofer zt"l explains,úéúë
øåàîì, one should toil hard to acquire
the light of Torah,úåçðîì úéúë àìå, one
doesn’t need to toil very hard to earn

his parnassah.

A wealthy man came to Reb Chaim
Brisker zt"l, bragging about how
wise he is. He said, "There was a
fire on my street. All the houses
were burning down. A businessman
came over to me and said, 'Your
home and business will soon burn
down. Don’t you see how the fire is
raging and no one is able to control
it. You will lose everything. I am
offering you the offer of a lifetime.
Sell me your home and store for half
the value."
"Do you think I listened to this
crook?" the wealthy man said to Reb

Chaim Brisker. "I immediately told
him that my property isn't for sale,
and I went to pour another bucket of
water on the fire. I'm not a fool. I

didn’t sell it for half price.

"The fire continued to rage. The
businessman approached me again
and said, "The fire is almost by your
house. Listen to my offer. I'll buy
your property for ten percent its

value.' I didn’t sell it to him.

"Ten minutes later, the businessman
came back and said, "The fire has
reached one of your walls. It is now
or ever. Do you want to remain
poor your entire life? I'll buy your
property for five percent of its
value. That way, you will remain
with at least something. Just sign

this document…'

"I took his pen and drew a large X
over the document. 'It is not for

sale,' I told him bluntly.

"Just about then, the fire came
under control. Aside for some
minor damage, everything was
saved. If I would have listened to

1. Rashi writes, "The olives were pressed in an olive press. They weren't ground
in a mill, because there may not be any pieces [of the olives in the menorah

lamps]. After the first drop [of oil] comes out, the olives were brought to a mill
where they were ground. This second oil is disqualified for the menorah, but is
kosher for the menachos (meal offerings, made from flour and oil).
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him, I would have lost everything.
But I am not foolish. I kept my

wealth for myself."TorahWellsprings- Tez ave h

Reb Chaim said, "You are trying to
convince me how wise you are, but
I don’t see it that way. I think you
acted foolishly. In my opinion, you
should have agreed to the
businessman's first offer. You could
have lost everything in the fire, and
he was offering you at least half its
value. As the fire neared your
home, I would have advised you to
agree to his second and third offer.
Ten percent and five percent are
better than nothing. So I don’t see
that you acted very wisely at all."
Then, Reb Chaim turned towards
his beis din and said, "But if
Hashem wants someone to stay
with his wealth, regardless of
whether he is wise or not, that is

what will happen."

This story reminds us thatparnassah
is from Hashem and His plan always

prevails, regardless of what the
person does. This is the reason the
Chasam Sofer taught that one
doesn’t have to work very hard to
earn parnassah. It is anyway up to
Hashem, and Hashem can support us

with lesshishtadlusas well.

One needs caution and often
guidance in how to implement this
lesson in a practical sense, however
we are teaching here the principle.
The principle is that parnassah
comes from Hashem, and therefore
Hashem can support us with less
work as well. When one knows this
principle, he can seek counsel based
on his specific situation (or he can
understand on his own) and discover
when he is overdoing his
hishtadlus. 2222 There is however one
form of hishtadlus that one should
never attempt, because it is totally
useless. Rebbe Yechezkel of Kuzmir
zy"a taught that for attainingchein
(favor in others eyes) one shouldn’t

make hishtadlus.

2. Parnassah, the Chasam Sofer taught, doesn’t require toil, but Torah study
does. Even those who don’t have much free time for Torah study should also

designate whatever time they could, for this essential toil.
In Bnei Brak, there was an ehrlicher yungerman who was a taxi driver. Once, he
was driving the Steipler Gaon zt"l. As he drove the taxi, he moaned and told the
Steipler that he works all day and doesn’t have time for Torah. Even at night, when
he isn't working, he doesn’t go to a Torah shiur, because he knows that as soon
as he will sit down, he will just fall asleep by the gemara.
The Steipler told him, "If you go to the shiur, and you fall asleep, you will be rewarded
as if you heard the entire shiur, because you did the maximum that you could."
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Sometimes, people think, "If this
wealthy person will like me, I will
earn a lot of money from him," and
he tries to find favor in that person's
eyes. But it states in Tehillim, "chein
vechavod yitein Hashem –
charm/favor and honor, Hashem
gives" (Tehillim 84:12). What is
Tehillim teaching us? Isn't
everything from Hashem? Why does
Tehillim single outcheinandkavod?
The answer is that Tehillim is
teaching us that Hashem gives
charm/favor and honor and
hishtadlusdoesn’t apply here at all.
Someone once came to Rebbe
Yechezkel of Kuzhmir zy"a and
said, "My friend found favor in the
poritz's eyes, and he is now earning
a lot of money. I see that this is the
only way. I also work for theporitz,
we are on good terms, but the
relationship is not extra special. I
want to find ways to cause theporitz
to like me, and then I will also earn
a comfortable parnassah like my

comrade."

The rebbe told him not to try,
because "chein vechavod yitein
Hashem – Hashem gives
charm/favor and honor" (Tehillim
84:12). Obviously, one can always
pray for chein, but one shouldn’t

make hishtadlusto acquire it.

Rebbe Yochanan of Rachmistrivka
zy"a and Rebbe Dovid of Tolne zy"a
were brothers, and both led

Chassidic courts. Chasidim of Rebbe
Dovid of Tolne asked their great
rebbe, "Why are your chassidim
wealthy, while the chassidim of your
brother, Rebbe Yochanan of

Rachmistrivka, poor?"

Rebbe Dovid of Tolna explained, "I
have many chassidim, and there are
many people waiting to speak with
me. When a chassid comes in, and
expresses his financial problems, I
don’t have much time to speak with
him, because I must make time for
the other people who are waiting in
line. In contrast, my brother, Rebbe
Yochanan of Rachmistrivka doesn’t
have many chassidim. When a
chassid comes to him, he speaks
with him at length, and he blesses

him and encourages him.

"When my chassidim leave my
room, they feel that I hardly heard
what they had to say, and they think
that my brachah was too quick.
Therefore they don’t rely on me.
They turn to Hashem and they pray
to Him, and therefore Hashem gives
them parnassahin abundance. The
Rachmistrivka chassidim have a long
conversation with their rebbe, and
they feel that their rebbe is taking
care of them. They don’t feel the
need to pray. So my chassidim end
up praying more and that explains
why they have more wealth than the

Rachmistrivka chassidim.
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A similar lesson was said by the
Shinover Rav, Rebbe Yechezkel
Halberstam zy"a. He said,
"Generally, when people need to
raise a relatively small amount of
money, they aren't worried. They
figure that somehow, things will
work out. However, when they need
a very large amount of money (for
example, for a chasunah) they are
worried. But it should be the
opposite. Because when they need a
large amount of money, and they
realize that they don’t have any
natural means to earn it, they place
their hopes in Hashem. Since they
are trusting in Hashem, they will get
their needs. However, those who
need a small amount of money think
that they can manage on their own;
therefore, they are the ones who are
in the worse scenario. How can they
earn even a small amount of money

without Hashem's help?

LashonLashonLashonLashon HaraHaraHaraHara

The me'il (robe) was one of the eight
special garments thecohen gadol
wore when he served in theBeis
HaMikdash. Attached to its hem
were bells (áäæ éðåîòô). The passuk
states, "Ahron should wear this
[me'il] when he is serving, and the
sound [of the bells] will be heard
when he comes into theKodesh
(sanctuary)… and when he leaves

and he will not die" (28:35).

The purpose of theme'il was to
atone for lashon hara. As the gemara
( in Zevachim88:) tells us, "Why
are karbanos written near the
garments of the Cohen Gadol? To
teach us that just askarbanosatones
for sins, so do the garments of the
Cohen Gadol. The ketones (tunic)
atones for murder… the
minchnasayim (pants) atone for
adultery… The mitznefes (turban)
atones for gaavah (haughtiness)
because let something [that is worn]
high come to atone for haughtiness.
The avnet (belt) [which is girded
over thecohen gadol'sheart] atones
for [forbidden] thoughts… The
choshen (breastplate) atones for
[errors in] judgment…. The tzitz
(gold band that was worn on the
cohen gadol'sforehead) atones for

azus panim(chutzpah)…"

What does theme'il (robe) atone
for? The gemara says, "Theme'il
atones for lashon hara. Why? Rav
Chaninah explains, 'Let the
clothing that makes sounds [from
its bells] atone for the bad sounds

[of lashon hara].'"

We need to acquire awareness of the
severity of lashon haraand all other
forms of forbidden speech. People
think, they are only words, but
words are extremely powerful. When
used correctly, they can do so much
good, and when used hazardously,

they can cause immense harm.
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In Koheles it states, "Don’t rush to
speak… because G-d is in heaven,
and you are on earth, therefore your

words should be few" (5:1).3333

What is thispassuktelling us? G-d
is in heaven and we are on earth –
correct, but how does this indicate

that we should speak little?

Rebbe Shlomke of Zvhil zy"a
explained that thepassukis teaching
us the potency of words. The
passuk is saying, "Just as Hashem
leads the world from heaven, you
are also doing thingswith your
words from the earth below,
therefore your words should be
few." You must be careful with
what you say, because your words

carry immense potential to do good,
or chas veshalom, the opposite.

A person has two eyes, two ears, but
only one mouth. What does this
teach us? The Alshich says, when
one sees something interesting, and
he wants to share it with others, or
when one hears news, and he wants
to tell others, the formation of the
face tells him to only share 50% of

what he knows.4444

Silence is definitely a virtue, but
one must speak as well, because
words can be used to perform

tremendous kindness.

There was a seventy-year-old
bachelor who davened and studied
in the Chofetz Chaim's yeshiva. He

3. ע"כ הארץ  על ואתה  בשמים אלקים כי אלקים לפני דבר להוציא ימהר אל ולבך פיך את תבהל  אל

מעטים דבריך יהיו

4. On the hem of the me'il hung paamonim (bells) and rimonim (woolen, egg
shaped pomegranates). They were lining the hemline in a sequence, as the

passuk says, ורמון  זהב פעמון ורמון זהב ,פעמון "a gold bell and a pomegranate, a gold
bell and a pomegranate …" (28:34).
The passuk says, בתוכם זהב ,פעמוני "the gold bells were in between [the
pomegranates]" (28:33) because each bell was surrounded by two pomegranates.
The Alshich HaKadosh asks: Why does the passuk say that the bells were in
between the pomegranates? It could have just as easily said that the
pomegranates were in between the bells (since each pomegranate was surrounded
by two bells).
The Alshich HaKadosh answers, the bells represent speech and the pomegranates
represent silence. One bell between two pomegranates implies that one should be
quiet twice, and speak once.
This is also implied by Chazal, בתרין  משתוקא בסלע ,מלה "A word for a sela, silence
for two." (Megilah 18.). For every word spoken, be silent twice.
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never married, because he had an
illness and he was alone and lonely.
Yom Kippur night, he was the only
person left in the beis medresh,
when the Chofetz Chaim came over
to speak with him. The Chofetz
Chaim helped him pull out of his
loneliness, and taught him to be
happy with the lot that Hashem
gave him. This is merely one
example of the myriads of chessed
that the Chofetz Chaim achieved

with his words.

The Chazon Ish would also speak
a lot with people, encouraging them
and aiding them with good counsel.
Someone asked him, "Wouldn’t it
be better to spend this time

learning Torah?"

The Chazon Ish replied, "If I would
be wealthy, I would spend this time
distributing money. But I'm not
wealthy, so this is my way of

doing chessed."

There is a lot of good that we
can accomplish with speech,
therefore total silence is also not

the correct approach.

The me'il, which atoned for the sin
of lashon hara, had paamonim
(bells) on its hem. Bells make
sounds. Wouldn’t it be better to
atone for lashon hara with
something silent? The answer is
that the Torah doesn’t want us to

be silent. Hashem wants us to
speak, but only permitted and

beneficial speech.

We can express this point another
way: Attached to the hem of the
me'il were paamonim (bells) and
rimonim (woolen balls,
pomegranates). Its bells, which make
a sound, atone for lashon hara. The
pomegranates, which are silent,
atone for the times when one really
should have spoken up to help his
fellow man, but he remained silent.

The same idea is stated by the purity
of the metzora (someone being
cleansed from spiritual leprosy). The
Torah requires him to take two birds
(see Vayikra 14:4). The Zohar
explains that one bird atones for the
lashon harahe spoke, the other bird
atones for the good words which he
should have said to help his fellow
man, but he remained silent. In this
same manner, theme'il had bells and
pomegranates to atone forlashon
hara and for the times when he was
silent, when he really should have

spoken up.

BenefitsBenefitsBenefitsBenefits EarnedEarnedEarnedEarned fromfromfromfrom SilenceSilenceSilenceSilence

It is customary for people to give
presents to the bar-mitzvahbachur
.The presents are traditionally called
drashah geshenk, 'presents for the
drashah,' because the gifts are to
reward the bar-mitzvahbachur for

the drashahhe said.
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After the bar-mitzvah of one of the
Ruzhiner's children, the Rebbe of
Ruzhin zy"a said to his son, "You
received many gifts for your
drashah, but you should know that
you will receive many more presents

[from Hashem] for being silent."

There is a time for speech, and a
time for silence. A person who
remains silent when he should will

be rewarded immensely.

The following story demonstrates the
great things that can happen when

one is silent at the right times:

A couple of years ago, on Pesach,
Yosef was davening for theamud.
Suddenly he felt dizzy, so he left
the amud and davened at his
regular place, and someone else
took over. In the middle of
Shemonah Esrei, Yosef collapsed,
unconscious. He was brought to the

hospital in a coma.

A tzaddik of the community said,
"Ten people should undertake not to
speak during davening.Be'ezras
Hashem, in that zechus, our friend
will have a refuah sheleimah."

Ten people volunteered. They even
signed a document, stating that they
wouldn’t speak during thetefillah.
Weeks and months passed, but
Yosef was still unconscious. The ten
volunteers gradually forgot their
resolve and they began speaking

during daveningagain.

After ten months passed, the tzaddik
suggested that the ten volunteers
should renew their resolution, and
this time with greater sincerity. They
must undertake that under all
circumstances, they will not speak

by the davening.

They signed a document once again,
and this time, with a firmer

determination to keep it.

The same day that they signed the
document, they received the happy
tidings that Yosef had opened his
eyes and was able to move his
hands. In the coming days, Yosef
began speaking in a silent voice until
eventually fully recovering in the

merit of his friend's resolution.5555

Chazal teach us that when one says
Kiddush on Friday night, he

5. In addition to the virtue of being silent, this story also demonstrates the
strength of a kabbalah (resolution, undertaking) and its potential to bring

about miracles.
On this note, we'll share the following story: A couple of years ago, on the eighth
night of Chanukah, a group of yungerleit from Beit Shemesh drove up to Miron
to pray for a friend who was seriously ill. In Miron, they met a wise talmid chacham,
who was also an expert in kabbalah, and they asked him for a segulah for a refuah.
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becomes a partner with Hashem in
Creation (Shabbos 119:). Being a
partner with Hashem is obviously a
very prestigious position. The
Kedushas Levi zy"a says that a
partner has a right to say his opinion

about how things should be run.
Therefore, by Kiddush, when one
partners with Hashem in Creation,
his requests carry special weight and
there is a good chance that they will

be fulfilled.

The scholar replied, “It is written in sefarim that when one accepts on himself to
improve the way he says kriyas Shema, it is conducive for hamtakas hadinim
(annulling punishment).”
The yungerleit accepted on themselves to be careful to say keriyas Shema, in the
morning, according to the earlier opinion. (There is a machlokes what is the latest
time one can say keriyas Shema in the morning, and they accepted on themselves
to follow the more stringent view.)
To strengthen their resolve, one of the yungerleit wrote out a document, expressing
their new kabbalah and they all signed it. They hoped that in this merit their friend
will have a refuah sheleimah.
Early in the morning, after davening Shacharis (saying kriyas Shma early) and after
eating a quick breakfast, they headed back to Beit Shemesh. On the highway, the
driver suddenly lost control of the car, and it flipped over several times. The
yungerleit crawled out of the wrecked car, miraculously unscathed. They looked at
their watches and saw that it was the last minute for saying kriyas Shma, according
to the earlier opinion. They took this as an indication that they merited this miracle,
because of their new kabbalah. As the scholar in Miron said, "When one accepts
on himself to improve the way he says kriyas Shema, it is conducive for hamtakas
hadinim (annulling punishment).”
There lived a special Yid in London called Reb Avraham Shreiber zt"l. He was a
great tzaddik and yirei shamayim, although he trimmed his beard. Rebbe Yiddele
Horowitz zy"a of Dzikov would say that it is worthwhile to come to London just to
watch Reb Avraham trim his beard lekovod Shabbos.
When he became ill, his children (who were Gerer Chasidim) went to the Beis
Yisrael of Gur zy"a, to ask him to pray for their father. The Beis Yisrael said, "A
yid like your father, who guards his eyes and speech, doesn’t need someone like
me to pray for him. He can work wonders by himself."
When this story was repeated to Rebbe Yankele of Pshevorsk zy"a, he replied,
"The Beis Yisrael just revealed the secret of being a Chassidic rebbe. A rebbe's
ability to bring miracles and yeshuous to the people who come to him is in the
merit that he watches his mouth and eyes.
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Rebbe Shlomke of Zvhil zy"a would
often tell people who needed a
yeshuah to come to him before
Kiddush on Friday night. It is a
special moment, mesugal

(conducive) foryeshuous. 6666

Rebbe Yehuda Tzvi Rozler zy"a was
renowned as abaal moifes(miracle
worker) but was also known to have
a large opposition. Once, when
asked why he doesn't miraculously
rid himself of those who oppose
him, he explained the reason why
people go to tzaddikim when they
have a problem, and they ask the
tzaddikim to pray for them as the
gemara says, "If there is an ill
person in one's home, he should go
to a talmid chacham, and the talmid
chacham will pray for him" (Bava
Basra 116.). It is because it states,
íìåò ãåñé ÷éãöå, "the tzaddik is the
foundation of the world" (Mishlei
10:25) and since the tzaddik is
essential for the existence of the

world, his requests are highly
impressive in heaven.

Rebbe Yehudah Tzvi Rosler added
that the gemara says that the world
exists in the merit of those who
remain silent in a dispute (see
Chulin 89).7777 It isn't easy to be quiet
when someone is speaking harshly
towards you, or is acting against
you. It is very tempting to respond
with sharp words of revenge. If one
can muster his strength to remain
silent, it is a good time to pray. The
world is being sustained in the merit
of your silence, and therefore as a
partner, you can ask Hashem to lead

the world as you desire it.

Rebbe Yehudah Tzvi Rosler
concluded that his heavenly powers
only came about as a result of those
constantly slandering him and his
remaining silent making him a
partner, and if he would no longer
have opposition his miraculous

powers would also diminish.

6. This information should inspire us to keep the customs before Kiddush with
more heart and joy. For example, there are many people who say the tefillah

Ribon Kol HaAlomim before Kiddush. For those who say it, we encourage them to
say it with extra kavanah, because it has many wonderful prayers (for health,
parnassah, avodas Hashem) and since it is said before Kiddush, it is very powerful.
Similarly, there are people who bentch (bless) their children before Kiddush, and
certainly also the Shalom Aleichem, with its request barcheinu leshalom, etc. All
of the above are very special and influential at this holy moment, and the wise will
take advantage of them.
7. מריבה בשעת פיו שבולם מי בשביל אלא מתקיים העולם  אין אילעא ר' אמר
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A young man, only two weeks after
his wedding, was in his
mother-in-law's house. She was
upset with her son-in-law about
some matter, so when no one was
around, aside from her son-in-law,
she insulted him and rebuked him.

The young man was very hurt, but
he didn’t respond. He ran to Reb
Eliyahu Roth zt"l (who was a close
student of Rebbe Shlomke Zvhiller
zy"a) and he told him what
happened. Reb Eliyahu asked him,
"Aside from you, does anyone know
what she said?"
"No. No one heard. It just happened
now. No one was around, and I

came straight to you."

"Then it is nothing. Pretend it never
happened."
The young man did so, and he
removed the episode from his mind.
But in his tefillos, he prayed that his
family shouldn’t fall apart, due to
his mother-in-law's meddling, and
he and his wife should merit
building a Jewish family with peace

and harmony.

A couple of weeks later, his
mother-in-law apologized for what
she had said to him. "It was totally
out of place. I regret what I said."

Following Reb Eliyahu's counsel, to
pretend that it never happened, he
said to his mother-in-law, "I don’t

know what you are referring to.
Nothing happened. It must have
been your dreams. You never said
anything."
She tried to remind him, and he
replied, "If you would have said
this, everyone would know about it.
But no one knows about this, so it
must have simply been a bad
dream. Nothing happened," and

peace was restored.

He was quiet by amachlokes, so
he became a partner with Hashem
in Creation. Indeed, as a partner,
his tefillos were answered. He
merited building a bayis ne'eman
be'Yisrael, with peace and
harmony. He has many children,

and tens of grandchildren.

The Chasam Sofer says that the
merit of silence saved us from
Haman's decree. The Gemara says,
ïîäë àùéá àðùéì òãéã àëéì "no one
could speak lashon hara like
Haman" (Megilah 13:). Haman told
Achashveiroshlashon hara on the
Jewish nation, until he agreed to
annihilate them. Through the
merits of Mordechai and Esther,

we were saved.

The Chasam Sofer says, there were
several great tzaddikim in that
generation, from whom the salvation
could have come, but Mordechai
and Esther were chosen because
they had the attribute of remaining
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silent. As the Megilah states,äãéâä àì
äéìò äåö éëãøî éë äúãìåî úàå äîò úà øúñà
ãéâú àì øùà, "Esther didn’t reveal her
nation or her birthplace because
Mordechai told her not to tell"
(Esther 2:10). The merit of their
silence overcame Haman'slashon

hara, and we were saved.

Before speaking, one should ask
himself, "What will these words
accomplish? Will they increase joy,
or will they cause anguish?" When

one thinks in this mode, he will
discover that a lot of his
conversations are superfluous,
unproductive, and harmful. How
often do people berate themselves,
"Why did I say that? Why was I so
foolish and loose with my tongue?"
But after words are spoken, it is
impossible to bring them back.
fortunate are those who think before
they speak, and choose to say only
those words that are beneficial and

helpful. 8888

8. The following is a true story (the names were changed) which demonstrates
how careful one must be with his words.

When they were children, studying in the same class, Reuven and Shimon caused
their classmate Levi a lot of distress. Years later, they were all married already,
but Reuven didn’t forget the terrible things that he and Shimon did to Levi. So one
day, he drove over to Levi's home to ask forgiveness.
Levi said, "I forgive you, but I can't forgive Shimon. He treated me even worse
than you had."
Shimon was married for several years, and he wasn't blessed with children.
Reuven said, "Ask Levi forgiveness. Maybe when he forgives you, you will
have children."
"That was years ago," Shimon replied. "The matter has been long forgotten…"
"Well I didn’t forget… And Levi didn’t forget either."
Shimon was desperate to have children, so he asked forgiveness.
Nine months and two weeks after, Shimon had a baby girl.
This story is a reminder of how careful one must be, never to harm his fellow man.
Once on Shabbos, before kriyas hatorah, the gabai of a beis medresh was selling
the aliyos. The highest bidder for maftir was somebody whose outer appearance
was very different than those of the chassidim in that beis medresh. For some
reason, this bothered them, and they didn’t want this man to receive maftir. (It's
not understood why this should bother them in the first place – why should they
care if his exterior is different – but that was the situation.) The congregants found
a solution. That individual, who bought maftir was a cohen. They asked all the
other cohanim to leave the beis medresh before the kriyas hatorah began, and
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BenefitsBenefitsBenefitsBenefits EarnedEarnedEarnedEarned fromfromfromfrom GoodGoodGoodGood SpeechSpeechSpeechSpeech

The Chofetz Chaim zt"l is renowned
for his shmiras halashon(careful
speech) but people who visited him
said that he was surprisingly very
talkative. He always had words of
mussar or encouragement to tell
people, and he would spice his
conversations with a mashal,
anecdotes and stories. Because, as
we mentioned above, shmiras
halashon doesn’t mean that one
stops talking, it means that one
speaks productively, steering away

from forbidden speech.

The Gemara tells us that Reb Broka
asked Eliyahu HaNavi, "Is there
anyone here in the marketplace who

is a ben Olam HaBa?"

Eliyahu pointed out two people, and
said, "These people are ben Olam
Haba."
Reb Broka went over to them, and

asked, "What do you do?"

"We are happy people and we
make people happy. [Also] if we
see two people in a fight, we toil
until we restore peace between

them." (Tanis 22).

There are people who suffer
immensely (due to shalombayis
struggles, lack of nachas, health
issues, financial problems, or some
other serious concern). They want to
speak their hearts out, but they don’t
have with whom. If you greet these
people with a happy countinence,
you can literally revive them. It is a
tremendous mitzvah. As the Beis
Avraham zy"a said,åøîàîá íéúî äéçî 9999

can mean, "One can blow a breath
of life and happiness into a broken

person, with a kind word."

The renownedmechanech(educator)
Reb Gad'l Eizner zt"l said, "I
studied the nature of man and I
discovered that a good word can

since he was the only cohen who was in the beis medresh, they called him up for
the first aliyah, and then they gave maftir to someone else.
Afterwards, the people of the beis medresh asked a halachic question: who should
pay for the maftir; the person who bought it, or the person who actually took it?
They brought this question to Reb Eliyashev zt”l. Reb Eliyashev replied: “ far
azeleche rishisdige shaalos, loz mich op” [don’t bother me with these cruel
questions]. He didn’t even want to answer this query, because of the cruelty of the
congregation. Just as we must be careful with our words, we must also be careful
not to harm our fellow man in other ways. Our goal should always be to help our
fellow man, and never to cause harm; not with our words, and not with our deeds.
9. Which we say on Friday night
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knock down fortified walls which
surround a person." Sometimes, all
that it takes to turn a person around

is a good word.

Twice, every seven years (the
fourth and seventh year of the
Shmittah cycle) there is a mitzvah
(called Viduy Devarim) to go to the
Beis HaMikdash and to announce
before Hashem that you performed
the mitzvos oftrumah, maaser, etc.
properly. One of the phrases said
is, éðúéåö øùà ìëë éúéùò, "I did
everything that You commanded

me" (Devarim 26:14).

This is a large statement. Who can
say that he dideverything that he
was obligated to do? Rashi writes on
these words,åá éúçîéùå éúçîù "I was
happy, and I made others happy." If
you are happy and you made others
happy, you can say that you kept the
entire Torah, because a primary
foundation of the Torah is to bring

joy to others.

The gemara says that Shmuel said to
Reb Yehudah,óåèç ìåëàå óåèç àððéù
éîã àìåìäë äéðéî ïðéìæàã àîìòã éúùéàå,
"Wise [student]. Grab and eat, grab
and drink, because the world that we
are leaving is like a chasunah

[which quickly passes by]" (Eiruvin
54). The gemara is reminding us that
life is short, and therefore we should
take advantage of the life that
Hashem gives us. We should fill our
life with happiness, and with Torah

and mitzvos.

The gemara compares this world to
a chasunah. How does one act by a
chasunah? One certainly shouldn’t
enter a wedding hall with a sad face
and mournfully greet the
chassan/kalah andmechutanim. éúçîù
åá éúçîéùå! One's attitude should be to
be happy, and to bring joy to others.
This is the attitude people have by a
wedding, and this is the ideal way to

live, every day of our lives.

ConcealingConcealingConcealingConcealing GoodGoodGoodGood DeedsDeedsDeedsDeeds

As we wrote, the me'il had
pomegranates and bells along its
hem. According to Rashi, they were
successive: a pomegranate, a bell, a
pomegranate, a bell, etc.10101010 The
Ramban, however, says that only the
pomegranates hung off the hem. The
bells were inserted inside the
pomegranates. As the Ramban
writes, "the pomegranates were
hollow…. and the bells were hidden

inside them… "11111111

10. This is also how it appears from the passuk, ורמון  זהב פעמון ורמון זהב ,פעמון "a
gold bell and a pomegranate, a gold bell and a pomegranate…" (28:34).

11. With the Ramban's view, the following passuk is easier to translate: ופעמוני 

בתוכם ,זהב "the gold bells were inside them" (28:33). We are also not
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The Chasam Sofer (Pekudei) writes
that that both explanations are
correct (íééç íé÷ìà éøáã åìàå åìà) . The
bells and pomegranates hung
successively on theme'il (as Rashi
taught) but it was also as the
Ramban taught, because each
pomegranate had a bell inserted
inside it. So, according to the
Chasam Sofer, there were two types
of bells. There were bells that hung
directly off the me'il's hemline, and
there were bells that were inserted in

the pomegranates.

What do these two types of bells
signify? The Chasam Sofer writes,

"The gemara says that theme'il
atones for lashon hara. I think that it
isn't only lashon hara [which the
me'il atoned], but also for when one
is proud and brags about the good
that he does. [He boasts] 'I did these
good deeds,' [because] this isjust
like lashon hara… The bells atone
for lashon hara, and the bells within
the pomegranates atone for those
who are filled with mitzvos like a
pomegranate, and announce their

good deeds in public."12121212

It isn't proper to publicize one's good
deeds. They should remain
concealed and private, between you

confronted with the Alshich's question (that we stated above): Why does it say that
the bells were in between pomegranates, and not that the pomegranates were in
between the bells? Because according to the Ramban, it was the bells that were
inside the pomegranates.
12. When a mitzvah is done in public, and people know about it, it is hard to do

the mitzvah solely for Hashem's sake. Feelings of pride can easily penetrate
the person's heart and mind, because he knows that people are praising him. This
is the reason tzaddikim seek to conceal their high levels and good deeds.
One time, the Rebbe of Husiaten zy"a hired a handyman to repair his sofa. After
the repairman finished the job, the rebbe showed him that he missed a tear that
was on the back of the sofa. The handyman replied, “Why are you concerned with
the back of the sofa? No one looks there.”
The Rebbe replied, “We were taught that it is most important to perfect where
nobody sees.” The best deeds are those performed away from the limelight,
because they are performed solely for the sake of Heaven, without seeking other
people’s respect and admiration.
There are obviously several exceptions to this rule. Some deeds should be
performed in public.
My grandfather, Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of Lelov once said that Torah study
shouldn’t be done in hiding. He explained, "When a tax collector comes to
someone's home, the owner of the home will hide his expensive belongings, so
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and Hashem. The Chasam Sofer
considers publicizing one's good
deeds to be literally like lashon
hara. (Perhaps this is because people
speak lashon harawhen they want
to feel greater than others.
Publicizing one's good deeds is
essentially accomplishing the same
purpose. It makes people feel good
about themselves and better than
others.) The bells on theme'il atone
for lashon hara, and the bells
inserted in the pomegranates
represent the people who are
clanging and announcing their good
deeds. (Pomegranates represent good
deeds, as the Gemara says, "even the
empty yidden are filled with mitzvos

like a pomegranate [is filled with
seeds].")Tzeddakahis an exception
to the rule. Sometimes it is
permissible, and even advisable to
publicize the tzeddakahone gives.
The Rashba writes, "Someone who
donated an item totzeddakah, and
wants his name to be on it, so his
name will be eternally remembered,
we don’t prevent him. On the
contrary, it is proper to do so. This
is the way of chachamimand the
custom of the righteous, to reward
those who do mitzvos" (Teshuvas
HaRashba, quoted inDarkei Moshe,

Yorah Dei'ah, 247:1).

The Rema, inShulchan Aruchalso

the tax collector will not suspect him of earning more money than he declares.
However, the homeowner will not hide the bread and butter that are on the table,
because those are needed for living. The same is in regards to studying gemara.
One may hide his good deeds, but Torah study is like his bread and butter. It is
the basic essential, and there is no reason to conceal it."
The Rebbe of Savran zy"a taught that when a person who knows that everything
comes from Hashem, will not feel pride and gaavah because of his good deeds.
He bases his lesson on the passuk, מהיר  סופר עט  לשוני "My mouth is like the pen
of a quick scribe." בשפתותיך  חן הוצק "your lips are saturated with chein (charm) על.

אלקים ברכך כן "this is a blessing from G-d" (Tehillim 45:2).
The Rebbe of Savran explains: There are very good speakers. People flock to
listen to their divrei Torah, but this shouldn’t cause them to feel pride, since it isn't
their own talent or righteousness, it comes from Hashem.
When people tell him, "Your words are saturated with chein," he can reply, "It is a
blessing from Hashem." He recognizes that he is like a pen in the hand of a scribe.
The pen writes the most beautiful sifrei Torah, tefillin and mezuzos, but it doesn’t
have any feelings of pride, because the pen knows that it isn't him, it is the scribe
who is holding him. Similarly, the scribe should know, and the speaker should
know, that it isn't him; it is Hashem who is granting him these abilities.
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states, "One shouldn’t brag about
tzeddakahthat he gave. If he brags,
not only does he lose his reward, he
is also punished from Above.
Nevertheless, when one dedicates
something for tzeddakah, he may
write his name on it, so his name
will be remembered, and it is proper
to do so" (Yorah Dei'ah249:13).13131313

The Chasam Sofer explains that this

is alluded to in thepassuk, ïúð øæô
íéðåéáàì, "he distributes [money] to the
poor" (Tehillim 112:9).øæô is roshei
teivosfor ôïåîòæå áäøïåîé , "a gold bell
and a pomegranate." The bell rings
from within the pomegranate,
representing someone who is
publicizing the tzeddakah that he
gave, but nevertheless,úãîåò åú÷ãöå
ãòì, "his tzeddakahremains forever."

It isn't harmed by the publicity.14141414

13. A source for this halachah is the midrash on Rus (5:6) that says, "If Reuvan
had known that HaKadosh Baruch Hu would write [in the Torah], 'Reuvan…

saved [Yosef] from their hands' (Bereishis 37:21) he would have carried Yosef on
his shoulders and brought him home to his father. If Ahron would have known that
HaKadosh Baruch Hu would write [in the Torah] "Ahron is coming out to greet you
with a happy heart" (Shmos 4:14) he would have come to greet Moshe with drums
and dances ומחולות) (תופים . If Boaz would have known that HaKadosh Baruch Hu
would write that he gave [Rus] roasted grains to eat, he would have fed her
fattened calves." The Torah publicizes their good deeds, so we see that it is proper
to do so.
14. A story is told about two very wealthy people, who were extremely stingy with

their money. They weren't only tightfisted to others; they wouldn’t even spend
money on themselves. They preferred eating stale bread, than to waste a few
pennies on better food.
One of them realized that they couldn’t go on like this, so he said to his friend,
“Our stinginess is causing us to lose both worlds. We don’t have This World,
because we don’t our spend money even on the simple pleasures of life. We will
also not earn Olam Haba, because we don't give tzeddakah. We have to change
our principles."
His friend disagreed. "The picture isn't as bleak as you're making it sound. We do
have Olam HaZeh, because we derive pleasure from saving money. I'm not worried
about Olam Haba, because I thought of a plan to protect myself. You see, I made
a vow that I will never give my hand to another person. So, when heaven asks
me, ‘Why didn’t you give tzeddakah?’ I will answer, ‘I couldn’t. I made a vow. I
can't stretch my hand out to another person.”
The other replied, “I am doubtful that this will help you, but if it does work, I want
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to do the same. Therefore, if you die first, come to me and tell me whether heaven
accepted your excuse.”
The man agreed.
“Give me your hand in promise.”
“I can’t. I made a vow. But I give you my word.”
A few months after this, he died and came to his friend in a dream. He was wearing
ripped clothing; he was bruised, and burnt to a crisp.
"Your plan didn’t work," his friend said, stating the obvious.
“No," he replied, "actually, heaven accepted my excuse. But then they said to me,
“One time, you were swimming in the ocean and you almost drowned. Someone
gave you his hand, you took it, and he brought you to shore. Why did you give
him your hand? What happened to your vow?”
“I replied, ‘That was pikueach nefesh. My life was at stake.’
“Heaven said, ‘Why don’t you realize that tzeddakah is also a matter of pikuach
nefesh. There are people who are hungry, and there are ill people, and tzeddakah
can save them.’
The miser concluded, “So the plan does work. Just don’t go to the beach, so you
won’t need to give your hand.”
This story demonstrates the foolishness of people, who don’t recognize the value
of tzeddakah. But tzeddakah is so precious, that even publicity at times, doesn’t
taint its inherent value.
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