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Now You Know 
The words, “And G-d spoke to Moshe, 
saying” appear hundreds of times in 
the Torah. This week we find a unique 
reversal of it. 

The Torah (27:15) records, “And 

Moshe spoke to G-d, saying.” Though 
it’s not the first time Moshe said 
something to HaShem, (e.g. Shmos 

4:10,) in the other cases the Torah 

uses the word, “Vayomer, and he 
said,” instead of the word 
“Vayedaber, and he spoke,” which 
conveys a command or demand. 

How could Moshe, a human, make 
any demands of HaShem? 

The answer becomes clear once we 
see what he was asking for. The next 
verses contain Moshe’s desire that 

HaShem appoint a suitable leader for 
the Jewish People after his passing. 

He had a list of requirements for this 
leader and how he would treat the 
Jews. To Moshe, simply asking for this 

was not enough. He had to essentially 
demand it of G-d – it was that 
important. 

This is an example of the saying of 
Chazal that one who prays for his 

friend, and he needs that thing, he is 
answered first. When Moshe asked for 
a leader for the Jews, he had a 

desperate personal need for them to 
be well-taken care of in his absence. 

When one considers someone else 
more than he considers himself, 
HaShem is willing and happy to take 

those orders. 

Thought of the week: 

We can’t help everyone, but 
everyone can help someone. 

-Ronald Reagan 

(GY:HK RBDMB) „.LARsY YNB LE RPKYW WYQLAL ANQ RwA TXT OLWE TNHK TYRB ... WL HTYHW‰ 
“It shall be for him and his descendants after him a covenant of eternal kehunah 
for he was zealous for his G-d and made atonement for Bnei Yisroel.” (Num. 25:13) 

At the end of last week’s Parsha, we read the story of how Zimri, a prince of Shimon, 
publicly had relations with Kozbi, a princess of Midian. Incensed, Pinchas, son of Elazar the 
Kohain, took a spear and killed them both while everyone stood back and watched. 

When he did so, a plague that had been ravaging the Jews for committing idolatry ceased. 
The Jews were not truly interested in serving the idols, but they were lured in by the women 
of Midian who followed Bilaam’s advice that HaShem hates immorality and that enticing the 
Jews to sin would be their downfall. So what did Pinchas do that was so special? 

The Jews were interested in the beautiful daughters of Midian, and allowed their personal 
desires to take precedence over HaShem’s will. In their relationship with HaShem, they put 
themselves first which led to such a breakdown that they even served foreign gods they 
didn’t believe in. 

What Pinchas did which turned that around was to demonstrate a relationship with 
HaShem in which a person ignored himself and his own will to put HaShem first. By killing 
a prince of Shimon, Pinchas put himself at risk. Yet, he didn’t care what happened to him 
when it came to the honor of HaShem.  

True relationships are built on caring about the other party more than you care about 
yourself. The concept of a kiss is that you would give the other person the very breath of 
your life if you could. Through the plague, HaShem was protesting the Jewish People being 
selfish in their relationship with Him, which would manifest itself in all their relationships. 
That all changed with Pinchas.  

He showed how a person is supposed to act in his relationship with HaShem. Because of 
this, HaShem gave him the gift of Kehuna, the Priesthood, which is called the covenant of 
peace. When two people are more worried about each other than themselves there is 
peace between them. When each is focused on himself, then the other is a competitor. 

Pinchas needed to be given this covenant because he wasn’t a Kohain by birth. His father 
Elazar was made a Kohain after Pinchas was born and this may be a very key point. 

Pinchas had reason to feel that HaShem was “less than fair” with him. When his father got 
the Kehuna, he was left out. He didn’t get the prestige or the gifts that go to the Kohain. 
Many people would be resentful, but not Pinchas. He felt that whatever HaShem wanted 
was what he wanted. He didn’t care about himself when it came to HaShem. 

THIS was perhaps why HaShem didn’t give Pinchas the Kehuna originally though he was 
going to get it later anyway. It was giving Pinchas the chance to show people how much a 
person could love HaShem and through that earn the Priesthood rather than just be given a 
gift. It was a way to give Pinchas the chance to show the world why he deserved it, and a 
chance for him to get credit for teaching the rest of us how to live in peace. 

Crammed into a cattle car with dozens of other Jews, a young man shivered in the bitter cold as they 
traveled to an uncertain fate. Seeing an older man he recognized from his hometown and afraid the 
man might succumb to the cold, he began to massage his shoulders and limbs to keep him warm. 
Throughout the night, he continued despite exhaustion, speaking encouraging words to the old man. 

The next morning, as sunlight streamed in through the cracks, the youth was shocked by what he 
saw. Everyone on the Nazi’s death train had frozen to death overnight except the man he had been 
massaging and he - who had put aside his own tiredness to focus on another. 
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with words of Torah that change 
the world and make people better. 
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Think of other 
poeple. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
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