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וַּיֹצִיאּו ּדִּבַת הָָארֶץ אֲׁשֶר ּתָרּו אֹתָּה אֶל ּבְנֵי יִׂשְרָאֵל לֵאמֹר הָָארֶץ אֲׁשֶר עָבַרְנּו בָּה לָתּור אֹתָּה אֶרֶץ אֹכֶלֶת יֹוׁשְבֶיהָ הִוא וְכָל 
הָעָם אֲׁשֶר רָאִינּו בְתֹוכָּה ַאנְׁשֵי מִּדֹות  (יג , לב) 

They spread an [evil] report about the land which they had scouted, telling the Bnei Yisrael, 
"The land we passed through to explore is a land that consumes its inhabitants and all the 
people we saw in it are men of stature.”

Much has been written about the episode of the meraglim/spies and to describe in specific 
terms what sin they actually committed. After all, Moshe sent them to scout the land and 
they were given detailed instructions what to look for and report back; what then was their 
error and misjudgment upon their return? 

Rav Menachem Mendel Schneerson zt’’l, the last Lubavitcher Rebbe1 explains brilliantly 
that as long as Bnei Yisrael were in the midbar life was about serving Hashem but in a 
completely controlled spiritual climate one which was surrounded by ruchniyus. The mon, 
clouds of glory, and the well of Miriam were all there to create and environment of total 
spirituality, making the nation worthy of receiving the Torah and satisfying all their 
physical needs without any human intervention. 

The meraglim saw the land and understood that upon entering Eretz Yisrael Bnei Yisrael’s 
role would now change dramatically. They would now labor and toil with the land and 
were concerned that this lifestyle would interfere with their ability to dedicate themselves 
to serving Hashem. They argued, ָאֶרֶץ אֹכֶלֶת יֹוׁשְבֶיה, the land would ultimately turn its 
inhabitants into אֶרֶץ, people of the land, involved in materialistic pursuits and robbing them 
of the spiritual enclave the midbar offered, enabling them to be one with Hashem. They 
reasoned that being involved with the land and serving Hashem are contradictory ideas 
which have no commonality? 

And this is where the meraglim were mistaken. The whole purpose of life in the midbar was 
a preparation and a sort of training camp for an existence where they would be charged to 
create an environment in which people endeavor to reveal the G-dliness in the non-
spiritual. As the Midrash Tanchuma  says בשעה שברא הקדוש ברוך הוא את העולם נתאוה שיהא לו דירה
 At the time Hashem created the world He ,בתחתונים כמו שיש בעליונים (תנחומא פרשת נשא סימן טז)
desired for there to be a dwelling place down on earth similar to that in the heavens. Hashem 

1 Likutei Sichos 4 p. 1043



created a world in which He wishes for us to seek him out and uncover His holiness down 
on earth as the pasuk says in Mishlei (ג, י) ּבְכָל ּדְרָכֶיךָ דָעֵהו,  in all your paths know Him. There 
lives a spark of spiritual essence in all of Hashem’s creation and it is upon us to expose the 
hidden divine presence that waits to be discovered and made holy. 

But the meraglim and Bnei Yisrael were not satisfied with this approach and believed that 
remaining in their current status was far more important than the risk of becoming 
overpowered by the materialistic pursuit of working  and settling the land.

וַּיַהַס ּכָלֵב אֶת הָעָם אֶל מׁשֶה וַּיֹאמֶר עָלֹה נַעֲלֶה וְיָרַׁשְנּו אֹתָּה ּכִי יָכֹול נּוכַל לָּה (יג, ל)

Calev silenced the people to [hear about] Moshe, and he said, "We can surely go up and take 
possession of it, for we can indeed overcome it."

Calev attempted to gain control over the people and calm their concerns by telling them 
that ruchniyus and gashmiyus can be partnered together as the pasuk uses the duplicate 
form of עָלֹה נַעֲלֶה , We can surely go up, symbolizing that both ruchniyus and gashmiyus can 
be joined and play a role in our avodas Hashem. This is what Hashem intended for us. To 
find the spiritual sparks in the ordinary by raising them up, giving them a greater and 
holier purpose, and giving Him a place down here, a דירה בתחתונים.  

וַּיֹאמְרּו אִיׁש אֶל ָאחִיו נִּתְנָה רֹאׁש וְנָׁשּובָה מִצְרָיְמָה (יד, ד)
  

They said to each other, "Let us appoint a leader and return to Mitzraim!"

The narrative of the meraglim continues with Bnei Yisrael viewing their situation as 
hopeless in which they conclude with the idea that perhaps returning to Mitzraim will be 
their solution. One could ask what was it that they sought to overcome by returning to 
Mitzraim? If they perceived their situation as intolerable now, would it be any better in 
Mitzraim? Besides, Mitzraim was completely decimated and no remnants of the country 
they were enslaved in remained. Why would have returning now to a place in which they 
had suffered for years benefit them in any way?

Perhaps their plan to go back to the physical Mitzraim was never truly suggested. Mitzraim, 
as its name implies, was about boundaries or narrowness. A place with a culture steeped in 
a hierarchical power structure2 with the upper class ruling and dominating the lower 
classes of society which represented the inability to go beyond one’s immediate 
environment they were born into. The culture of Mitzraim had imposed on the nation a 
perspective of constraints and limitations. To this, the people wished to return. They 
rationalized “let us return to the Mitzraim which did not require us to think beyond the 
status quo, which required no movement or growth.  We are satisfied with ourselves and 
comfortable with the present environment of the midbar. We seek no change in our 
existence and don’t want to be bothered with altering our way of life.” Being told that 
entering Eretz Yisrael would allow for an existence of even greater spiritual heights was 

2 See Torah V’Nefesh Parshas Kedoshim



not desirable for them as they enjoyed the narrowness and limits that offered a 
comfortable way of living, being fed and clothed without any exposure or vulnerability.

Some are fortunate to experience several years spent hidden away and protected by the 
four walls of the Beis Midrash which is the modern day midbar and serves as the 
foundation for our future spiritual growth. This time is designed to prepare us for our 
eventual entering into a world in which ruchniyus and gashmiyus are merged. This is a 
world of opportunity which allows for the application of all those years of preparation. The 
intended goal is to build-up the gashmiyus and both use it to sweeten our own ruchniyus 
but perhaps primarily and more importantly to bring forth the hidden G-dliness found in 
this world. Hashem wants to live among us and it is our obligation to make His world holy 
by elevating and giving spiritual meaning even for the seemingly mundane materialism.

Good Shabbos


